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To the Honovaants | 


_ Sir Charles Hardy, Ka. 


Vice-Ademital of the Red Squa- 
dron of 0 ** 


SIR, 


FTER | taking 60 much Pains to 
preſerve the Mawons of great 
Seamen, deceaſed, it is with the 
utmoſt Pleafure "Thar I tender this Attempt 

in their Favour, to one of the Worthieſt 
Seamen living: The Zeal with which 
You emulate their Glory, makes it your 
Intereſt to patronize whatever tends to its 
Preſervation. 


yo UR Merit rendered your Promo- 

tion agreeable to every body ; for all who 
knew You, were ſenſible, that as ſo critical 

a Conjuncture demanded the ableſt Com- 
manders, . ſo in none, ſuch Tranſactions 
could fall out, as would tranſcend a Ca- 
A 2 __ pacity 


DEDICATION. 


ity like Yours, extenſive in w 
E and fearles of Danger. 
I . — 


and I moſt hearty wiſh, that the 2 
dus Actions You perform, in the 
juſt and neceſſary War, may be dle 
cad by a more elegant Pen; oder: they 
never can, by a ſincerer well-wiſher to 
your N, wr... | 


OM I R, 


Vour moſt Humble, | 


And ou Obedient mY 


THE 


HI O Volume bringing m my Work to a Conclufim, 
a4 preſent, I take this Opportunity of putting 

| my Readers in mind, that I have all along — 
ſued the Prin Point of our maintaining the Empire 
of the Sea, and never ſuffering 'the Honours due to the 
Britiſh Flog, 10 be flighted or refuſed. There is. a Hu- 
mour that prevails of late, of turning Things of this Sort 
into Ridicule, and repreſenting our - Anceſtors as a wrong- 
_ headed kind of People, who ſacrificed their Lives about 
whimſical Punctilios, which is the moſt dangerous Doc- 
trine that can be propagated in a Maritime State, where 


all depends upon Trade, and Trade depends ſolely upon 


dur Naval Power. 


IN order to be convinced of this, we need only conſider, 5 
I. That if theſe Men of Wit be in the right, and theſe 
Points of Honour about our Flag are but idle Things, 
yet they are ſecured to us by Treaties ; and therefore, it 
never can be gaod Policy to part with them unaſted, or 
to part with them to avoid a War. The former would 
be unpopular, the latter a Weakneſs. For, II. If other 
Nations confider theſe Prerogatives as Matters of mighty 
Conſequence, and endeavour to wreſt them from us; this 
makes them of real Conſequence to us: For, if we give 
way, from that Inſtant we ceaſe to be a Maritime Power, 
and the Loſs of our Trade will ſoon follow that of our 
| Reputation. 

AT preſent, wwe have, and bleſſed be GOD that we 


pave it, ſuch a Naval Power, as is not to be beaten by 
A 3 eee 


The PREFACE. 


any that can be brought againſt it. We are juſt entering 
into a general War, in which, beyond 


Queſtion, it is the 
Intereſt of Great Britain, above all Things, to weaken the 


Force, and deftroy the Trade of ber Ei. we do 
this eſfectually, the War _ coſt us dear; but if we 
45 not, all Advantages, all ions on the Continent, 
e thy ore th 7 y acting vigo- 
rou iy, even if our Succeſs all ſhort of what we beve 
Reaſon 1 r 25 1 
fainth, we muſt be our ſelves A. Ebay 45 ene 
Perſon know ' the French are intent on raifing a Mari- 
time Force z and that the Count de Maurepas bas coun- 
tenanced Books written againſt our Dominion of the Seca; 
we on the other Hand, have queſtioned the Influence of 
France on Land, fo that the Matter is brought to an 
ee : and f 3 to add a” fifth Volume to this Work, 
— riumphs over the common Enemy, and 
1 2 "ol pu — Rights of all Kinds, by a ſafe, 
 bonourable, and ſolid Peace; and then my Book, * the 
Public Hoppe, will be equally complete. 


©" 
"av... 4 


bur * 


L. 1 v E * 


"ET THE 


ADMIRALS, Ve: 


Including a new and accurate Naval 
| HISTORY, 8 


CHAP. . | 


The Naval Hiſtory GREAT BRITAIN, fn 
1 Union per oC Kingdoms, ta the End . Bin 
Fi * NE. A 
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in the Beginning of the Queen's Reign : but theſe wer 
State Policy, and not founded upon any ſeuled. Deſign o 

about ſack a Thing; and therefore, as the Nature rk 
would not allow me to enter into a ſtrict, Chronological Deduction of 
this Affair, I thought the beſt Thing I could do, was, to give the 
Reader, as far as in my Power lay, a true State of the r, in 
the ſhorteſt Compaſs poffble. 85 
Whatever other Writers may aſſert, this was undoubtedly the 
Fact. The Engliſh Parliament had recommended the Sueceſſion, 1 


mean procuring the Hanover Succeſſion to be ſettled in Scotland, very 

earneftly. - The Parliament of Scotland, inclined to make Uſe of this 
Opportunity, to get ſome favourable Conditions ſtipulated for their 
Prade ; and as Quiet was at that Time very neceflary, and in the 
Nature of the Thing, perhaps, the Defires of the Parliament of Scot- 
land nat altagether unreaſopable, they were allowed to paſs an Act, by 
which, the Prerogative of the Crown was limited, and Peace and War 
were left, not only to the Approbation, but to the Conſent of Parlia - 
went. This, with another Act impowering the Scotch to arm them- 
 {elyes, alarmed the Engliſh, Houſe of Commons to ſuch a Degree, as 
to Addreſs the Queen, to order the Militia of the four Northern 

Cauntries to be diſciplined, and to take ſome other Steps, which had 
a direct Tendency to plunge the two Nations in a War. The Trea- 
ſurer, therefore, ſaw himſelf under a Neceſlity of bringing about a 
_ Vaion, to avoid theſe mighty Inconveniencies, and to enable him to 
carry on his great Scheme, of ruining the Power of France; which 
malt certainly have miſcarried, if theſe domeſtic Quarrels had come 
to Extremities. | | NET To 
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brought to approve this Meaſure as Com- 


Ae the high Tories 


Points in this Treaty 


w la er de Mahr, muß de drawn to, 45d centre 
ing the French and Facobite Intereſt, where 
Succeffion 


y to ſet the 
rchaſe at too high a Rate; eſpecially, they conſidered the 


had been expoſed in former Times from 

nion. The Miniſtry had a 
| very little Trou 
parin their Friends in England, for the Reception and Exe- 


- 


Adv 
from all the Grievances they had ſo long, and fo juſtly 


ained of ; fuch as, that their Intereſt always gave way to 
* ſtly ; that 


". 


. 


— 
9 


the Government of the United Kingdom would be equally in the 


How 
it. But as for 


© Biſhop Burnet's Reflefions upon this Subje, which he 
ſtood as well as any Man, deſerve the Reader's Notice, and 
tion. The Treaty, ſays he, being laid before the Parliament 
1 Scotland, met with great O riſib 
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to hi an Act of Parliament, paſſed i 
i mmiſfioners on the Part of Scotland, and 


who had great uggeſted, 
a char the and her Son had parti Views, as hoping that, if 
« Scotland ſhould continue a ſeparated Kindgom, the Crown might 
_ « Tome into their Family, they being the next in Blood after King 
«James's Poſterity.“ 
f j 
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and the Earl of Sea Lord High Chancellor of Scotland, 

ul tho Barb ef GY — On lend, ang 
of May, the Queen paid them a Viſit, and ied into the Pro- 
greſs they had made. About a Month after, the did the fame 3 
El he Ince of Royal Care ad ek re that om 


— * E 1 
tain; the Proteſtant: — — 
ed; a common Enjoyment rivileges Commerce ſtipulated ; 
Ships built in Scotland, admitted under the Act of Navigation; an 
NL the Duties upon 


ʒ the Land- Tax adjuſted SO es er 
1 Be cotland 4 


e 1,997,763 l. 8 s. 4 d. 
48,000 i. and ſo in proportion; and, 


with thoſe of England; the Scotch Courts of Juſlice were preſerv- 
5 

was 
fixed at 16 Peers, and 4 1 


e dar bene by Sens ibs Tae iti 
ſo that, except fitting in the Houſe, they were to enjo all the 
' Privileges of the Pecrage ; and all the Laws of either 

inconſiſtent with the Union, were declared Null and Void 7. 


— 
1 


| « The Advantages on de Side of Scotland, were fuck, ax enabled 
| thoſe who ſupported the Union, to ſay many ſtrong Things in its Fa- 
vour; for whereas, when England paid two Millions by way of Land- 
tax, Scotland was to pa . 
Forcieth —— they had the eleventh Part of the Legi- 
ſlature given them: and the Event has ſhewn, that the Power of 
their Members in a Britiſh Parliament, is not ſo inconfiderable as the 
Enemies of that Treaty repreſented it to the Parliament. There were, 
beſides, ſome other ſtrong Motives, which induced the better Part of 
the Inhabitants of Scotland, to wiſh well to the Union. A 

of the Gentry of that Kingdom, who had been oft in Eng 


8 — 


it went eaſier. — there 


« Hale er 20 Oppoſition ; - there would haveibeen a very warm 
ae wry ge but it was prevented by the Wiſdom 
Simon Harcourt,: Ci Harcourt, and Lord 


Debates: but upon the ener! Queſt 
ſhould: not paſsf. - It was carried in the Houſe of Commons by a 
n, . ee * 


IL of 354 rn 
obſerved the 


Prote®tion that all Men bad from 2 Houſe of Commons, 
een Loca —— © The opening = 
- enterac3nto the Pebgy 


Matters, and ſaw, there was no other w. way 1 
2 rich and conſderable. Thoſe who (20 8 
Darien, hrs arbor it, ſaw now an honour- 
able MN to ; be reimburſed; which .1 > them. wiſh well to the 

Union, and promote it. | 
We have this Fact from ene who lays it down in a 
very clear and fatisfaftory Manner. When all was agreed to, /ays 
e be, in both Houſes, a Bill was ordered to be brought in, to enact 
it, which was prepared by Harcourt ; with ſo particular a Contri- 
_ « yance, that it cut off all Debates. The Preamble was a Recital 
« of the Articles; as they were paſſed in Scotland, toget her with the 
Ads made in heck Proliamants, for' the Securky of their ſever: 
Churches D py + there came one enacting Clauſe, 
« ratifying all. This put thoſe-upon great Difficulties, who had re- 
« « ſobre zo oje® to ſeveral Arles au to inſiſt on demanding ſome 
ns in them; for they could not come to any Debate 

10 3 they could A object to the Recital, it being but 
« bare matter of Fact; and they had not Strength enough to oppoſe 
« the general Enacting Clauſe, nor was it eaſy to come at particulars, 
« and to offer Proviſos, relating to them. The Matter was carried on 
« with ſuch Zeal; that it gang through the Houſe of Commons, be- 
fore thoſe, who intended to oppoſe it, had recovered themſelves 
_ « out of the Surprise, under which the Form it was drawn in, had 
put them: It did not ſtick long in the Houſe of Lords, for all the 
«« Articles had been copiouſly Debated there for ſeveral Days before 
40 , the Bill was ſent up to them; and thus, this great Deſign, ſo long 
d .and laboured for in vain, was begun, and happily ended, 
« within the Compaſs of nine Months. The Union was to commence 
aon the firſt of May, and till that Time the two Kingdoms were ſtill 
odor 
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1122 


was the likelieſt way 7 — 
Game, and looking 


to paſs, 
they depended upon a back 


that Law 


B&B. 
— 
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upon it, as Shag 


certain, that „ 
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5 Of Nen ANNE. 19 
king.Uſc'of bim to excite a Civil War in that » which, 
apprehended,” would at leaſt force England to conſent to the 
ion of the Union, in order to make the People of Scotland 
eaſy. If this had not been their Scheme, why did they afterwards 
attenipt the Invaſion ? If want of Money had been the only Rea- 
fon for their not exerting their Influence, how came they by the 
ighty Sums of ready Money, which that fruitleſs and foolifh In- 
valion. coſt them ? I have now done with this Affair of the Uni- 
on, amd ſhall only add my Opinion of it freely, which is, that 
both Natibns have been Gainers by it, and that neither have 
the leaſt Cauſe to of it: If, on the one Hand, the In- 
babitants'of North-Britain have not profited as much by it, as 
they expected, it is their own Fault; for without Induſtry and 
to Trade, it is impoſſible any Nation ſhould be 
and on the other, if the Englißb repine at ſecing ſo 
Nation in Civil, Military, and Naval Employments, 
blind to their own Intereſts ; for it is plain, that, by act- 
„ theſe Men waſte all their Days in the Service 
and ; if they applied themſelves to Commerce 
n and en- 
greateſt and Independancy. 
had now continued botl 
it, and yet the French were not ſufficiently hum- 
think of Peace on the Terms preſcribed to them. On 
rys hay found Means this Campaign, to bring more 
into the F 1 9 obliged 
make as nentations to oppoſe them. In 
Mics Powers _ the largeſt Share in the Ex- 
the leaft immediate t from the Continu- 
War, it was reſolved to make the utmoſt Efforts this 
Year to put an End to it. With this View, the Duke of Marl- 
boraugh; and the reſt of the Exgliſß Miniſtry, concerted ſeveral 
| ing the Enemy on all Sides, particularly in Spain, 
and even in their own Country; and this, eſpecially, 
of the great Maritime Power we then had in the Medi- 
would lead us into frequent and unneceſſary Re- 
a u very ſurpriſing, that France, after ſuch a Series of Misfor- 
tunes, ſhould be able — the Figure that ſhe did this Year. The 
Truth, however, ſeems to be, that her abſolute Power gave her great 
Advantages over the Allies. The Emperor's conſenting to the Eva- 
cuation of Italy, without ſo much as conſulting either Great Britain 
or Holland, w4s the great Source of King Philip's Succeſs in. Spain; 
and whoever conſiders attentively, the French >chemes for wa rs 


on this Campaign, will eaſily diſcern, that they muſt have met wi 
Vor. IV. B the 
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titions, if we ſhould enter here into a Detail of theſe 
and therefore to avoid ſuch Inconveniencies, we will 


each in its Turn, and, as near as may be, in the order 
in which were undertaken. 


J — nothing that might — 4. 
Service. The Army = the Earl 7 
in che eat but, 
Seen bare en Conan on 
e 1 


the Duke of ewe, who had 24,000 3 and of Wet, near 
3000 Horſe and Dragoons, that were very fine Troops. The 
Engliſh and Dutch, were at firſt Victorious, and broke through 
the Enemy twice; but the Portugueze behaved very ill, or ra- 
ther did not behave at all, which gave the Enemy an Oppor- 
tunity of Flanking the Engliſß and Dutch, of Hl about 
10,000 were killed or taken Priſoners. The Earl of Gakuay ® 
retired with the broken Remains of his Army, which, how- 
ever, nothing could have ſaved, but the timely y Ap of Þ 
our Fleet >, Sir Cloudeſley Shovel knowing iſtreſs — 
Army was in, through the Want of _ wk Neceſſary, i 
ſent Sir George Byng, with a ſtrong . to the Coaſt | 
of Spain for their Relief. Sir "26A failed on the 3oth of | 
March, and coming off Cape St. Vincent, on the 1 5th f April, | 
| he received there the News of our Defeat. 


the like 3 every where elſe, if it bad not been for our Expedition 
againſt Toulon. Quincy, Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. v. p. 271. Me- 
moires de la Torres, Tom. v. p. 69. Limiers, Tom. iii. p. 230. 

d See the compleat Hiſtory I urope for 1707. Burnet, Old- 
mixon, Annals of Qyeen Anne, &, 
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ts Rena, and that, if pole, — — 


wounded Menat Denia,Gandia,and Valencia, where it was intend- 


ed the Bridges of Boats, „and all that could be got 

, ſhould be put on Board. A took Care of the 

pos en, and ſent chem to Tortſe, where the Lord 

to make a Stand with the poor Remains of the 

is Service em 

of bei . e AIY 2 
u, ei on 

that Part of the Lnge or at Barcelona, whither he 

was deſigned i, Thus all 

from the the Augmentation of ous 


This, to fa ruth, 
was the beſt laid Deſign during the War, if we excepe the 
March into Germany, which had this Advantage over it, that it 
was not only laid, but executed, by the Duke of Marlborough. 
| The taking Toulon, if it could have been effected, would have 
for eyer deſtroyed the Maritime Power of France; render- 
ed her utterly incapable of carrying on any Commerce with 


un 1 . 
| | | ome, 
= Burchet's s Naval Hiſtory, 8 40 of Queen Anne, Memoirs of 
Sir Cloudeſley Shovel. 
E This is a very dark and perplexed Affair; and for any Thing L 
can perceive, moſt of our Hiſtorians are at a Loſs about it. The 
Truth of the Matter to me, ſeems to be this. The Duke of Savoy, 
and Prince Eugene, firſt propoſed attacking Toulon, to the Earl of 
Peterborough, who thereupon wrote to his Court about it. In the 
mean Time, the Duke of Marlborough had propoſed the ſame 
Thing to Count Maffey Abroad, and afterwards concerted the whole 
Scheme with that Miniſter, and Count Briangon, at London. The 
Duke of Savoy, however, did not think fit td acquaint the Earl 
of Peterborough, that this Project was laid aſide 3 and this it was, 
if I conjecture right, that created all this e. 
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the Exvedition againſt Tal Toulon, to invade d 
N 1 bs 

Tux e of Savoy, notwithſtanding this Diippontnet, 
continued firm in his Relolution, and it was reſolved to 
this great Deſign, with Shou hanng the Engliſh Fleet. Ac- 
cordingly, Sir Cloudeſley Shovel havi Sir George A 
near Alicant, failed for the Coaſt of taly, and on the 5th 

Fune, came toan Anchor before Final, with a Fleet er. 
three Men of War, and fifty ſeven Tranſports: Prince Eug 

went thither to confer ' with the Admiral ; and ſoon — 
Fleet ſailed from Nice, where, on the 20th of the ſame — 

the Admiral had the Honour to entertain the Duke of & 


Prince Eugenes moſt of the General Officers, "3 


1 Biſhop „ n this rep taken by tha Empdree, very 
feverely ; Y I think with great Juſtice. But the Emperor went 
yet further ; ; for he ſent ſuch Orders to Prince Eugene, to avoid, on 
all Occaſions, expoſing his Troops that were to be employed in the 
Toulon Expedition, as proved one great Cauſe of the EN 
of the Allies before that City. 
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Zul and Dutch Miniſters, on board his own Ship, The 4/ſo- 
ciation ®. After Dinner, they held a Council of War, and 
therein it was reſolved to force a Paſlage over the Var, in which 
the Engliſh Admiral promiſed to affiſt. On the laſt of June, 
this daring Enterprize was undertaken, to the great Aſtoniſh- 
_—_— the French, who believed their Works upon that River, 
impregnable ; and ſo indeed they had proved, to any 
RT the World, Pr Engliſh Seamen. e preſent dir 
3 with ſome Britiſh and one Dutch Man of War, 
to the Mouth of the River, and embarking 600 Seamen, 

and Marines, in open Boats, entered it, and R. Fort within 
Muſket-Shot of the is ale Works, making ſuch a terrible 
Fire upon them, that their Cavalry, and many of thcir Foot, 
aſtoniſhed at an Attack they neyer ſuſpected, began to quit 
their and could not be prevailed upon by their 
Cray Kr Sir Cloudefley Shovel, who followed Sir 
2 Norris Place of A hon, wo foracr for this Con- 
1 ts orderd Sr Jeb to land with the Scamen 
Marines, in ore to ſank the Enemy. This was perf 


with fo n e hig Seamen ſgampered 
| over the he 8 rks, the French thought inacceſſible, fo ſuddenly, 
that the Enemy, rack . threw down their Arms, 
e The Duke of Savoy inn 


mediately purſued this Advantage, and in a ſingle half Hout 
paſſed that River, which, in the Judgment of the beſt Officers 
: ——_— had, withwat this Aſſiſtance, proved the Ne 


: Here of his 9 + On the 2d of Jah his Ra 
B 3 Highneſs, 


n Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, though he was not one of the Politeſ 
Officers we ever had, ſhewed a great deal of Prudence in the 
Entertainment he made, upon this Occafion. The Duke, 
when he came on board The Aſſociation, found a Guard of Halber- 
diers, in New Liveries, at the great Cabbin-Door. At the upper 
End of the Table was ſet an armed Chair, with a Crimſon-Velvet 
Canopy. The Table conſiſted of 6ixty Covers, and every Thing was 
ſo well managed, that his Royal Highneſs could not forbear ſaying 
to the Admiral at Dinner, * If your Excellency an paid men Vile 
at Turin, I could ſcarce have treated you ſo well. 
n It may nat be amiſs, to cite on this Occaſion, the Words of 
the Diſpatch, received from the Confederate Camp, July 14. N. S. 
as they are printed in the London Gazette, No. 4352. The Ad- 
« miral himſelf followed Sir John Norris to the Place of Action, 
© and obſerving the Diſorder of the Enemy, commanded him ta 
% put to Land, and flank them in their Intrenchments. His Men 
* advanced in ſo undur xd a Manner, that the Enemy, fearing Fo 
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Ir is impaſfble odeſcribe the Confuſion inta which this March 
of the Duke of Savoy, threw the French. Toulon was not in any 
State of Defence ; they had no Troops in that Part of the Coun- 
n 1 They had then 
in the Port, a better Fleet than they have been Maſters of ſince; 

beſides, twenty; fi Frigates, Fire- Ships, and other Veſſels, of the 
ſame Size, all 82 were in the utmoſt 
Danger of bei In this is Diſtreſs, Lewis XIV. ſhew- 

ed leſs preſence on any other Occaſion in his whole 
Reign; for to recal the beſt Officer in France, 
whom I mean the Marſhal Catinat, in order to 


: 


La Perle — — — — 50 


La Meduſa = — — $52 


; his Advice, was prevailed upon 
by Female Intrigues, to truſt the To Ke of an Ale of ſuch 
Importance, to the Marſhal de Taſſe, who had ſo notoriouſly ble- 
miſhed the Honour of the Frenc Arms, by railing the Siege of 

pe Gibraltar. 
before Toulon till the 1 5th. But when he found it neceſſary to 
make his retreat, did it with much greater Expedition, for 
though he began it on the 12th, he reached the Var by the 19th. 
P I take this from the London - Gazette, No. 4357, in which there 
is the following Lift of large Men —— mtaradrona 
| Guns. Guns. 
Le Foudro — — 104 L'Hemrty — — — — 66 
Le Soliel Royal — — 102 L'Ecueil — — — — 64 
L'Admirable — — 100 Le Thoulouſe — — 62 
Le Triumphant — — 96 L'Fole — — — — 62 
L'Orgueilleux — — 92 Le Serieux — — . — 60 
Le Triom phant — — 92 Le Content — — — 60 
Le St. Philipe — — go Le St. Louis — — — 60 
Le Magnifique — — — 90 LeFendant — — — 60 
Le Tonnant — — — go Le Vermandois — — 60 
Le Sceptre FT ——_— Le Temeraire — — =— 60 
Le Vainquair — — 86 Le Furien — — — 60 
Le Monargue — — — 84 La Zelande — — — 60 
Le Pompeaux — — $0 — 2 — — 58 
— — 80 Le Fleuron— — — 56 
— — 76 Le Trident — — — 56 
— — 76 Le Diamant — — — 56 
„ —-—-:- 
— — 70 Ruby — — — — 54 
— — 70 Le Mercure — — — 52 
— ': —— 
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Gibraltar. To ſay the Truth, the Zeal Subjects contri- 
mote tothe preeration ofthe Proctor the Mew 


er ee 
Arming and Marching thither 321 Tenants and Servants, but 
even coined their Plate, and Pawn'd their Jewels to raiſe, Money 
an which were 
carried on with fuch amazing Alacrity, that in three Weeks. 
Time, che Tow; by eee 
and they had, beſides, in the Neighbourhood: three intrenched 
Grmga, which however, was all owing to the dilatorineſs uf the 
81m holy Boe! with the Flee unde is Command ail 
ed for the Hieres, after having made all the neceſſary Diſpuſi — 
for ſecuring a aſe nd conſtant Intercourſe between the Army 
9 in 
8 It was the 15th of July before 
of Toulin was formed, and on the 17th Admiral Shovel 
and affifted at a Council of War, in which many De- 
Sunny were made on the Fleet for 8 of the Army 4 
and the Admiral promiſed all that was in bis Power, which he ac- 
dingly performed.” One hundred Cannon were landed from 
Fleet for the Batteries, with two hundred Rounds of Pow+ 
and Shot, and à conſiderable Number of Seamen to ſerve as 


Gn EY ER 


A1 4 One need not wonder at th Surprize the French Court was in, 
| when the Deſigu of the Duke of Savoy was no longer to be doudted ; 
Toulon was then in ſuch a Situation, that if the Duke of, Savoy had 
marched expeditiouſly, it is not eaſy to conceive bow bis Enterprize | 
could have miſcarried. They did not begin to fortify the City., till 
he paſt the Var, and it was the 7h : Auguſt, N. S. before M. 
Teſic arrived there. Four Days ſooner, would have given his Royal 
Highneſs Poſſeſſion of Toulon, without a Blow, unleſs the P had 
been mad enouytr' ro have ſtood a Storm and in mat caſe, the Dif- 5 
pate mult have been over io a few Hours... it was, the Duke of. 
Savoy found the Enemy as” ſtrong as himſelf, they had 6,000 Men 
in the Town, and 24,000 in the Neighbourhood of ir. "The very 
Moment the Allies arrived, che Generals differed, his Royal Highneſs 
ſent Orders to Prince Eugene; to polleſs ' himſelf of Mount Sc. Aon, 
which he refuſed to do, N as I have obſerved, the Emperor had 
ordered him nbt to expoſe his Troops. Foul Weather too. prevented 
| the Fleet from landing Arti lery, and Ammunition ; in all this Time, 


prom 


Fla 


nr 28 the Allies never had t 8 =_ 


Ficir Power to iaveit Toulon. 


wanting for the Camp (for indeed they were but poorly furniſh- 
end) were ſupplied from the Ships; ſo that Affairs had a very 
good Face till the 4th of Aug t, when early in the Morning the 
nemy, making a vigorous Sally, forced moſt, or all of che Peo- 
ple out of the Works, and took Poſicfiicn to the Right, where 
they continued all Day, and upon their * oft deſtroyed tnem, 
drawing away eight or ten Guns into the Town ;- in which Ac- 
tion there were Killed and Wounded on the Duke of S2v2y's fide 
above eight hundred Men, among whom were the Prince of 
Jae Gotha, and ſome Officers of Diſtinctjon. This Attempe 
being made with ſuch Numbers, it put the Troops under great 
Apprehenſions, and the Generals were of Opinion, it would not 
be proper to carry on the *icge, ſince, while the Duke of Sa t 
Army decreaſed, the Enemy gather'd Strength, inſomuch that, 
en die öch of gw, his Royal Highneſs deſired che Admiral | 
would immediately embark the Sick and Wounded, and take off 
the Cannon, in order to his raiſing the Siege, which from this 
Time was turned only to a Cannonading and Bombardment. 
His Royal Highneſs ale informed him, that he purpoſed to de- 
camp the foth in the Morning, and deſired that the Fleet might 
_ accompany the Army as far as the Var; which being done, it 
was propofed to carry the Duke, Prince Eugene, and the Froops 
which could be ſpared for Service in that Country, on board the 
Fleet to Spain : but ſince there was not any thing determined in 
this Affair, the Admiral ſoon after ſhaped his Courſe down the 


| Taz 
Many Reaſons were affigned for the raifing this Siege: I ſhall 
mention only a few. It was faid, that Sir Cloadelley Shovel. diſ- 
guſled the Duke of Savoy, by detaining the Payment of his Subſidies, 
which were due on his paſſing the Var. I apprehend, however, this 
Fact could not be true, fince the Admiral failed the next Day; and 
therefore, he mult either have paid the Money, or his Royal High- 
_ neſs would not have ftirred a Foot further. Biſhop Burnet, ſays, the 
Duke was afraid of getting to Toulon before the Fleet, and in that 
eaſe, he would ' have wanted Proviſions ; all our Gazettes contradict 
this, and ſay that if he had arrived there ſooner, he muſt have taken 


the Place, and all the French Magazines. I think there are three 


ſubſtantial Reaſons whith cannot be diſpyred, and which ſufficiently 
account for the 'Failing of this Deſign. * 'Firlt, the want of 12,000 
Imperialiſts, which,” as I have faid. were ſent to Naples. Secondly, 
the Diſagreement betwixt his Royal Highneſs, and Prince Eugene. 
Thirdly, the treaſonable Correſpondence held by the Counteſs of 
Soiſſons, Siſter in Law to the Prince, and the Duke's near Relation, 
ef which we have an Account in the London Gazette, Ne. 4368, 
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Tas very day the began to March, theFleet drew asnear 
che Place A and five Bomb-Veflels ſi 


| upported by the li 
rigates, DO Beef the be VERY 
Rear-Admiral Dilkes, 

Lewis, I 


F 
St. 
ed 

at La 


lue of thirty Millions of French Livres; this Enterprize (which 
ſtruck a greater Terror throughout all France, than had been known 
there during the whole Reign of Lewis XIV.) brought this fur- 
ther Advantage to the Common Cauſe, that it gave a great Di- 
verſion to the Enemies Forces, whereby their Army in Germa 
was weakned ; the Duke of Orleans's rogrels after the Bunel of 
Almanza, retarded in Spain; the ſuccouring of Naples prevented; 
and the Conqueſts of the Allies in /taly ſecured, I muſt obſerve 
further, 


This is the Opinion of all the French Writers, and ſeems to be 

founded on Truth ; for it is certain, that, except the Loſs his Royal 
_ Highneſs ſuſtained by ſo quick a march, and the Deſertion that at- 
tended it, he was very little incommoded by the Purſuit of the Enemy ; 
and yet the Siege and the Retreat are ſaid to have coſt him 13,000 
Men. Hiſtoire Militaire, par M. Quincy, Tom. v. p. 366. Me- 
moires de la Torres, Tom. v. p. 67. Hiſtoire de Louis xiv, Tom, © 
v. P-· 111: | | ; 


„ i Mii... 
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other Ships did. Sir George Byng was then lefs than 


Of- Queen ANNE, 27 
further, that as no Prince in the World knew better than the 
Duke of Savoy how to repair Faults, and recover paſt Miſcarri» 
ages 3 icmeadbOcate « ad Proof of his high Spirit, 

and great Preſence of Mind, by inveſting the important Fortreſs 
of Suza, which ſurrendered at Diſcretion, on the 24th of Sep- 
tember, and thereby gave him an open Paſlage into Dauphine, at 
the fame Time, it enabled him to ſhut the rexch effectually out 
* Admiral little hagrin'd the Miſcarriage of an 

R not a * d at an 
Expedition upon which he had ſet his Heart, after having 


Ei Thomas Dilkes a Squadron of thirteen Sail for the Medrter- 


ranean Service, failed with the reſt of the Fleet from Gibraltar. 
On the 23d of Ocleber, he had go Fathom Water in the Sound- 


- ings, in the Afternoon he brought the Fleet too and lay . A 


fix in the Eyening he made fail again, and ſtood away 
Courſes, whence it is preſumed, he believed he faw the Light of 
Scilly ; ſoon after which bs cooks: Rat of Thor, as ſeveral 


half a Mile 
to the Windward of him, ſaw the Breaches of the Sea, and ſoon 


after the Rocks, called, the Bie and his Clerks ; upon which, 


the Admiral ſtruck, and in two Minutes there was nothing 
of him, or his Ship ſeen, Beſides the Aſfeciation, The Eagle, 
Robert * of 70 Guns, and the Romney, Captain 


William Coney of 50 4 periſhed: The — Fireſbip 
was loſt likewiſe ; _ pg Piercy who commanded her, and 


beat our the Ae 1 Ship afloat. The Day after | 
this unhappy Accident, ſome Country Fe ellows took up Sir Clou 


defley Shavel's Body, ſtripp'd him, and buried him in the Sand; 


but the Boats Crew of 8 "Saliſbury, and the Antelope, having dit. 


vered it, dug him up again, put his Corps on board The Saliſbury, 
2 whom it was brought home to Plymouth on the 28th of Octo- 


ber, conveyed thence to London, 6... buried with great Solemni- 
| | nity 

, & Burcher' $ Naval Hiſtory, Compleat Hiſtory of _ for 1707, 
— Oldmixon, Annals of Queen Anne, &c. | 
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ty in W:/ftmin fter-Abby, where a magnificent Tomb was foont 
* 0 n . * 
RAR - Admi illes, Squadron appointed for tho 
Mediterranean Service, failed from Gibraltar on the 5th of Ozte- 
ber, in order to have eſcorted a Convoy of Troops, and Provii- 
ons from Italy to Catania. But when he was ſome 
Weſtward of Barcelona, he received ſeveral * wand 
that ne would enter that Port, his Catholick Majeſty having ſome 
Matters of great Conſequence to communicate to him, EE Ad- 
miral accordingly repaired thither, and found that the principal 
Point in View with his Catholick Majeſty was, the Reduction of 
-4 Iſland of Sardinia, and * — of the Catalonian 88 
Propoſition made by his not ſquaring with the Or- 
ders Sir Thomas Dilkes bad already Nn found himſelf un- 
der a neceſſity of waving in the beſt manner he could, complying 
with what his Catholick Majeſty deſired; and fince de Care of 
the Embarkation in 7taly, was particularly recommended to him 
by his Inſtructions, he led fr from Barcelona on the 2d of Novem- 
zer; but meeting with hard Gales of Wind, his Squadron was 
ſeparated, and could not join again before the 14th, when, being 
off of Cape Cer a, he received a Letter from the King of Spainy 
which contai = Albion & he Loſs of Lerida, and of the 
great Danger of Tortoſa and Terragona. He arrived at Leghorn 
the 19th of November, but met in the Road with ſo terrible a 
Storm, that almoſt every Ship in his Squadron ſuffered by it. At 
his coming into the Road, he dna 1 d Salute of ſeventeen 
Guns, which was refuſed him : u ths, he wrote to her Ma- 
's Miniſter at the Court of the Grand Duke, who tom lain- 
ed of this Piece of Diſreſpect. The Secretary of State . him 
foon after an Anſwer, importing, that the Caftle of Leghorn ne- 
ver Saluted any Flag under the degree of a Vice Admiral firſt ; and 
Hors Sir Thomas Dilles, being a Rear- Admiral only, had no 
to expect it; and as to the Number of Guns, Sir Cloudeſley 


Right 
Shovel was content with Eleven, and returned the ſame 1 


We ſhall have oecafion to ſpeak, Wenne more at large of this 
unfortunate Event, when we come to the Memoirs of this Admiral. 


There were near nine hundred Perſons on board The Aſſociation 
when ſhe was loſt, and not a Soul eſcaped. The Chaplain happened 
to go on board another Ship that Morning, in order to adminiſter the 
Sacrament to ſome dying — and by this means his Life was 
faved. 

» The Court of Tuſcany was all along manifeſtly partial to the 


Pooch, and this Demand of Sir Thomas Pilkes * 


28 
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On the 1ſt of December, this Diſpute being adjuſted, he was 
invited a-ſhoar, and died a few Days afterwards of a Fever, caufſ- 
ed, as moſt People imagined, by an Italian Dinner. e 

Uron his Deceaſe, the Command devolved on Captain Jaſper 
Hicks, who was the next Senior Officer, and who failed from 
Leghorn to the Coaſt of Genoa, where embarking the Troops at 
Vado, a little Town to the Weſtward of Savona, he eſcorted 
ſafely to Spain, and then proceeded with his Squadron to 
Liſbon, where he received Orders to put it in the beſt Condition 
he could, againſt the Arrival of Sir John Leake, who was coming 
wi the Tale of Admiral, and Commander in Chief for Exylens. 
not be amiſs to obſerve that this Year, the Enemy had a 
Force in the Mediterranean, which relieved theic 
INand of Minorca, and did other Services in thoſe 
it was in a Manner by ftealth, and in the Abſence of 
which, as the Reader has ſeen, was then before Tou- 
ſhalt conclude this Subject with obſerving that, how ill 
ir Affairs went in —_— * Cy 6 
amongft our Land-Officers, and the Miſmanagements 
ed thereby: For, at Sea, all Things went well; our Fleets 
did all that could be expected from them, and it 
ſeemed to be our Misfortune, that it was not in their Power to do 


| | 6 y carri 5 
Point, and King Philip, in ſpight of all the great Succours he re- 
ceived from his Grand-father, had been obliged to quit his Pre- 
tenſions to Spain and the Indies. But, as Biſhop Burnet has 
ſhewn, the Auſtrian Politics at this Juncture, fell in with the 
French; and yet we continued to ſerve that Auguſt Houſe, not 

at the Expence of our Intereſt, but as it were in ſpight of 


only 
their Teeth”; | 
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IM fome extraordinary Civilities that had been paid to French Flags. 


The Sezmen always looked upon the Admiral as a Martyr for the 
3 Honour of his Country, and I wonder that no Body has touched on 
this Matter in Print. See Burchet's Naval Hiſtory. p. 736. 
* Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for 1707. Burnet, Burchet, Old- 
mixon, Annals of Queen Anne, &c. 
As this is a very extraordinary Aﬀertion. I think myſclf oblig- 
ed to cite Biſhop Burnet's own Words. The Court of France find- 
«« ing they could not prevail on the King of Sweden, made a public 
application to the Pope for his Mediating a Peace. They offered the 
« Dominions in Italy to King Charles ; to the States a Barrier in the 
Netherlands, and a Compenſation to the Duke of Savoy, for the 
2X © Waſte made in his Country; provided that, on thoſe Conditions, 
e King Philip ſhould keep Spain and the Weſt - Indiet. It was none 
4% A 08 the 
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Berore I return to the Conſideration of Affairs nearer Home, 


it will be proper to ſay ſomething as to a ſecret Treaty between 

the Queen of Greai- Britain, and King Charles III. of Spain, that 
was the real Source of ſome very * Events, which afterwards 
happened, though there is very little mention made of this Treaty 
in any of our Hiſtories. Mr. Stanhope, aſterwards Earl Stanhope, 
and a great Minifter here, then Her Majeſty's Affairs 
with King Charles. He, repreſenting the Zeal with which Great- 
Britain had always ſupported his Catholic Majeſty, and the im- 
menſe Expence ſhe had been at, in order to iſh him on the 
Throne of his Anceſtors, prevailed on him, partly out of Grati- 
tude, and partly from a Senſe of the Neceſſity he lay under, of 
depending ſtill on our Protection, to conclude ſecretly a Treaty 
of Commerce, extreamly favourable for the Subjects of Britain, 
and which, in cafe that Prince had been firmly eſtabliſhed on the 
Throne of Spain, muſt quickly have reimburſed the Nation all 


ſhe had laid out for the Service of his Catholic Majeſty. By it, 


the Engliſh alone were intruſted with the Barbary Trade, and 
were to import into all the Maritime Places in Spain, ſuch kind 
of Goods from thence, as ſhould appear to them proper, and 
without paying any higher Duty, than if thoſe Goods were actu- 
ally the Growth and Merchandize of Great-Britain. The Eng- 
liſþ Merchants reſiding in Spain, were to give Security for their 
Duties, and were to pay them fix Months after the Goods were 
landed, and fold. A new Book of Rates was to be eſtabliſhed, 
and all Merchandizes, only omitted therein, were to pay ſeven 
per Cent. ad valorem, according to the Invoice. Theſe Ad- 
vantages were in themſelves very great; but there were ſtill great- 
er ſecured by a ſeparate Article, in which it was ftipulated, that 
the whole Commerce of the Spaniſh Weft-Indies ſhould be carri- 
ed on by a joint Company of Spaniſh and Britiſh Merchants: 
but becauſe this could not be immediately carried into Execution, 
fince Spain and the [ndies were then in the Hands of King Philip, 
it was further ſtipulated, (as far as King Charles could conſent) 
that her Britannic Majeſty ſhould, for the preſent, trade freely 
in all the Ports of the Veñ-Indies, with ten Ships, each of the 
Burthen of 500 Ton, under the Eſcort of as many Ships of War 
as her Majeſty ſhould think proper. France was to be for ever 


« the Court of Vienna wiſhed this Proje& might be entertained ; but 
% the other Allies were ſo diſguſted at it, that they made no Steps to- 
«© wards it. The Court of Vienna did what they could to confound the 
** Deſigns of this Campaign, for they ordered a Detachment of 12000 
Men to march from the Army in Lombardy, to the Kingdom of 
Naples, &c. * 
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excluded from this Commerce ; and if, at any Time afterwards, 
either of the contracting Parties ſhould depart from this Agree- 
ment, then they were to forfeit all the Advantages them 
by this Treaty; which was ſigned the roth of Fuly, 1707, by 
the Miniſters of his Catholic Majeſty, and Mr. Stanhope *. 
Tux Perſon who was entruſted to carry this important Treaty 
to London, embarked, for the greater Expediton, on board a ſmall 
Veſſel bound for Genoa, which Veſſel was unluckily taken by a 
French Privateer. The Expreſs, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, threw 
his Mail over board; but, the French Captain promiſing a conſi- 
_ derable Reward, in caſe it could be recovered, a Negro Slave 


undertook to dive, and bring it up; which he performed, and it 


was immediately tranſmitted to the Marquis de Torci, the French 
King's Miniſter for foreign Affairs, who took Care to ſend a Co- 
_ py of it, very ſpeedily, to the Hague, where it made a great Im- 
preſſion on the States-General, though they did not think fit to 
complain of it, but contented themſelves with giving, as far as 
they were able, ſuch a Turn to the War, as might render it 


beneficial to themſelves ; and ever after aſſiſted his Catholic Ma- 


but cooly, and no farther than they were obliged by Treaty. 


afterwards was converted into a Reaſon for concluding a Nego- 
tiation very favourable to their Trade with the Dutch, wherein, 


amongſt other Things, it was agreed, that, whatever Advanta- 
ges we ſhould obtain from Spain, the Dutch ſhould enjoy the like ; 
which Treaty, if it was ever intended ſhould be fairly executed, 
ares ache th oy would 


z Some People have affected to doubt, whether there ever was ſuch 


a Treaty as this; but that was only at a Time, when there was a ne- 
ceſſity of keeping it ſecret. Doctor Swift, who wrote The Conduct 
of the Allies, and who had as good Lights as any Writer of that Time, 
ſays a little diſingenuouſſy. Our Trade with Spain was referred 
* the ſame Way; but this, they will pretend to be of no Conſe- 
„ quence, becauſe that Kingdom was to be under the Houſe of Au- 
« ſtria, and we have already made a Treaty with King Charles, 


«© I have indeed heard of a Treaty made by Mr. Stanhope with that 


Prince, for ſettling our Commerce with Spain: but, whatever it 
„ were, there was another between us and Holland, wbich went 
« Hand in Hand with it. I mean that of Barrier, wherein a Clauſe 
was inſerted, by which all Advantages propoſed for Britain, are to 
be in common with Holland.“ Swift's Miſcellanies, vol. viii. p. 
«« 3. The Obſervation I would make, is, that the Fact here laid 
down, is by no means true : the Barrier Treaty, and this with Spain, 
could not be carried on together, fince the one was figned the roth 
of July, 1707, and the other on the 2gth of October, 1709. As to 
the Treaty itſelf, the inquiſitive Reader may, if he pleaſes, conſult 
Lamberti, Vol. iv. p. 592. 
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would have been very io injurious to us, ſince, while we bore the 
Whole Burthen of the War, it would have taken from us all Hopes 
of Recompence in Time of Peace, fince to ſhare the Spaniſh 
Trade with the Datch by Treaty, was very little better than agree- 
ing to. give it up to them in a ſhort Space of Time *. This Se- 


cxet Negotiation had ftill further ; ſince it gave the 
French an of ſuggeſting in a ſeparate Treatr, that 
Article upon which the South-Sea-Company is is founded, and with - 


out the Aſſiſtance of which; the i 
vety well the Peace of Utrecht could never have been made, or 
the Public Debts be brought into that Siruation in which we now 
find them ®; From theſe Remarks on ſecret Treaties, let us re- 
turn now to the open Operations of the War. | 

AT the Time our Fleets were every where ſuperior to thoſe of 
| the Enemy; our Trade ſuffered, in almoſt all Parts of the World, 
7; Geir HY nn x 67 War, as well as Privateers. 
This, though it fell heavily upon us, was a plain Proof of the 
Weaknels of the French Power; ſince it never can be conceived, 
that ſo haughty a Prince as Lewis XIV. would have ſtooped to 


| this pyratical Way of carrying on the War, if he could have 
maintained it in a Way mee Donn bir Thomas Hardy, 


who 


6 f have hete dtrewpl to explain the Matter, as it kppelts to me, 
_ fairly, and naturally, by making Part of the Barrier Treaty, a Conſe- 


N of the Dutch being acquainted with our Secret Treaty; 
ough, perhaps, at the Nego:iation of the Barrier Treaty, it might 
not be mentioned in direct Terms. For the Affairs of our Miniſtry 


began then to be pretty much perplexed, and the natural Conſe- 


quence was, the confidering their own Support, more than the Inte- 
reſt of the Nation ; which is the Caſe with every declini -— "kh 
and has been. more fatal to us, than all the Efforts of our 

d In my laſt Note, I have a little digreſſed in n point of Time, | and 
therefore I muſt refer the Reader for the Verification of this Fact, to 
what I ſhall be obliged hereafter to ſay, in reſpe& to the Cauſes and 
' Conſequences of the Treaty of Utrecht, in which I ſhall take parti- 
cular Notice of this Article. 

© This Conduct of the French King, in the Situation his Affairs 
were, we muſt allow to be extreamly prudent. He found, that fitting 


out great Fleets was an Expence he could not bear; that the Allies 


were too ſtrong for him at Sea, and therefore it was requiſite to em · 
ploy Ships in ſome other Method, for his own, and his Subjects Ser- 
vice, which put him upon lending his Men of War to ſuch Merchants 
as were willing to fit them out for Privateers ; and the Squadrons of 
Forbin, and Gyai-Trouin, were ud ons on this Account. 
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ho had commanded a Squadron in the Soundings a Year before, 


and who had this Year been employed on the Coaſt of Ireland, to 


protect the Eaft-India Fleet, was, in the Beginning ofthe Month 


of July, ordered to eſcort the Liſbon Trade. Sir Themas Hardy, 
purſuant to this Order, failed with the Squadron under his Com- 
mand, and the outward-bound Merchant-Men. But being ſeveral 
Times forced back by contrary Winds, it was the 27th of Au 


paſt Two that Afternoon, Captain Kirktown, in The De- 
fiance, who was in the Rear of the Fleet, made the Signal of ſee- 
ing ſix Sail, which being alſo ſeen about Three, right a-ſtern from 
the Maſthead of The Kent. Sir Thomas Hardy brought to for 
the Rear, that were a great Way off, and ſpread very much, to 


come up with the Body of the Fleet, conſiſting in all of above 
—_ | 


BeTwEEN three and four o'Clock Sir Thomas Hardy perceiv- 


ing, that the ſix Sail came up with him a-pace, notwithſtanding it 
was little Wind, and thereby judging they might be Seckers, made 


the Signal for the Ships that were to continue with him, to chaſe 
to Windward, and alſo chaſed himſelf with them, both to prevent 
theſe fix Sail from taking ſome of the heavy Sailors, and to try ta 


come up with them, in caſe they were Enemies. About five, 


the ſix Sail were ſeen from The Kent's Deck, making all the Sail 
they could before the Wind after the Fleet. Soon after, they 


| ſhortened Sail, and brought to, to ſpeak with one another; where- 


upon, Sir Thomas Hardy believing them to be the French Squa- 
Uron, mentioned in his Orders, made the Signal for the Lies 


4 Sir Thomas's Orders were dated the ad of July, 1707, and by 


them he was directed to convoy all the outward-bound Ships that were 


ready to. ſail, and ſee them ſafe about 120 Leagues beyond the Land's- 
End, and then to detach with them ſome Men of War, under the 


Command of Captain Kirktown ; and himſelf, with the reſt of the 


Ships under his Command to craize in ſuch Station, or Stations, as 
ſhould be thought (upon adviſing with the ſeveral Captains with him} 
the moſt proper, for meeting with, and protecting the homeward- 


bound Lisbon Trade. This Order further directed, That in caſe Sir 


Thomas Hardy, ſhould, in his Paſſage from Spithead into the Sound- 
ings, get Sight of the Squadron of French Ships (which had been 
lately ſeen aff the Lizard) he was forthwith to detach Captain Kirk- 
town from him on his Voyage to Liſbon, as before directed. And he, 
with the reſt of the Ships under his Command, to give Chace to, and 
uſe his utmoſt Endeayours to come up with, and take and deftroy the 
ſaid Ships of the Enemy ; but if he found that he could not come 
up with them, he was to cruize in the Soundings, as before directed. 
Vor. IV. C 122 
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Fleet to part, whilſt he, with his own Squadron continued to chaſe” 
to Windward, the Enemy, who had formed themſclves in a Line 
of Battle. About fix, the fix Sail bore away, and ftood to the 
Eaſtward of him, and he, with his Squadron, tacked after them, 


conſidering that it was almoſt Night, that the fix Sail were then 


And, therefore, he made the Signal for the Captains with him, to 
adviſe with them according to the under-written Order. The 


Reſult of this Conſultation (which was ſigned by fourteen Cap- 


tains) was, That Sir Themas Hardy ſhould leave off Chaſe ; and, 
Teſt the Enemy, ſuppoſed to be Gnai Troumn's Squadron, of 

Whoſe Strength he was informed by a Letter from the Admiralty, 
dated the 8th of July, 1707, ſhould paſs by him in the Night, 


and fall upon the Trade, which could not be protected by the 


Convoys directed to be left with them, all the Captains unani- 


mouſly agreed, That it was for Her Majeſty's Service, to bear 


away, and keep Company with the Liſbon Fleet, till they got 
120 Leagues at leaſt from the Land's End, according to his 


Royal Highneſs's Order. Sir Thomas Hardy complied with their 
Advice, and ſaw all the Fleet ſafe as far as he was directed. But, 
upon the Complaint of ſome Merchants ſurmiſing that Sir Thomas 


| Hardy had not chaſed the fix Sail, a Court-Martial was ordered 
to examine his Conduct therein. This Court, having ſifted every 


Circumſtance of this Affair, and heard the principal Officers of 


the Squadron upon their Oaths, declared their Opinion to be, that 


Sir Thomas Hardy had complied with his Royal Highneſs the Lord 
High- Admiral's Orders, both with Regard to the chafing the Ene- 
my, and alſo the protecting the Trade; and accordingly, the 


Court did acquit the ſaid Sir Thomas Hardy, from the Charge 


laid againſt him. There never was, perhaps, a more juſt Sentence 


than this, or pronounced upon fuller Evidence, and yet Sir Tho- 


mas Hardy had his Conduct canvaſſed afterwards in every Place 


where it was poſſible to call it in Queſtion ; which, in Spight of 
all the Prejudices that prevailed at that Time, turned very much 
to his Advantage; for he not only eſcaped all Cenſure, but conti- 


nued to be employed, and acquired greater Honour from the clear- | 
ing up this Charge, than he could have done by Convoying the 


Fleet, if no ſuch Accident had happened ©. 


TowaRDs 


© The Preſident of this Council of War, was Sir John Leake, Knt. 
Vice Admiral of the White. It was held on board her Majeſty's Ship 
the Albemarle, October 10, 1707, in Portſmouth Harbour 2 the 


and continued the Chaſe till near ſeven o' Clock; but he then 


| hauled too, and almoſt in the Wind's Eye, ſaw no Probability of 
coming up with, or keeping Sight of them, it being little Wind. 
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TowarDs the latter End of April a large Fleet of Ships bound 
for Portugal, and the W:/t-Indies, and making in all a Fleet of 
fifty-five Sail, had a Convoy appointed them, conſiſting of three 
Men of War, The Royal Oah, of 76 Guns, Captain Baron Wylde, 
Commander and Commodore ; The Grafton, of 70 Guns, Cap- 


_ tain Edward Acton; The Hampton- Court, of 70 Guns, Captain 
- George Clements. They ſailed, on the iſt of May, from the 


Downs, and fell in, on the 2d, with the Dunkirk Squadron, 
commanded by MA. Forbin, conſiſting of ten Men of War, a 
Frigate, and four Privateers. The Commodore drew five of the 
ſtouteſt Merchant-Ships into the Line, and fought bravely two 


Fours and a Half; but then, Captain Acton being killed, and 
his Ship taken, and The Hampton-Court ſoon after ſharing the 
ſame Fate, after having ſunk The Saliſbury, then in the Hands of 
the French, by her Side, the Commodore thought proper to 


ſhift for himſelf as we!l as he could, which was not very eaſy for 


him to do, as he was immediately after attacked by three of the 
largeſt French Men of War, and had eleven Foot Water in his 


Hold. He diſengaged himſelf, notwithſtanding, and with great 


Difficulty, ran his Ship on Shore, near Dungeneſſe, from whence 
he ſoon got off, and brought his Ship into the Downs. But while 

the Men of War were thus engaged, the lighteſt of the Enemies 
Frigates, and their Privateers, took one and twenty of our Mer- 
chant Ships, and carried them, with the two Men of War, into 
| Dunkirk. The moſt extraordinary Thing that happened in this 
Engagement, was the Conduct of a Midſhipman, on board The 


Humpton- Court, who, while the Enemy were employed in plun- 
C 2 : dering 
Captains who, with the Preſident, ſigned his Acquittal, were, Hoven- 


den Walker, Henry Lumley, Stephen Martin, T. Meads, Henry 
| Gore, Charles Stewart, J. Paul. After this, the Proceedings were 


laid before the Queen in Council, where all was heard over again, 
but nothing appeared which could any way impeach the Honour of 
Sir Thomas Hardy, or the Officers who acquitted him ; however, to 


oblige the Merchants, the Sentence was tranſmitted to the Admiralty, 


and there it was examined before his Royal Highneſs the Lord High 
Admiral, and the following Flag Officers, Admiral Churchill, Sir 
Stafford Fairborne, Sir John Leake, Sir George Byng, Sir John Nor- 


ris, and Sir James Wiſhart, who all approved the Sentence of the 


Court Martial, and gave their Opinion under their Hands. One 
would have imagined, that here the Thing muſt have ended, but it 
did not; for as ſoon as the Houſe of Commons ſat, a Motion was 
made, that Sir Thomas Hardy ſhould attend ; which he did, and 
gave ſo clear an Account of his ConduR, that the very Members who 
had promiſed ta ſupport the Complaint, deſired it might be diſmiſſed. 
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dering the Ship, conveyed Captain Clements, who was 
wounded in the Belly, into the Long-Boat, into which hiraſelf, 
and ſeven of the Sailors crept — the Port-Holes, and con- 
Sealed themſelves, as well as they could, under the Thouls, The 
Enemy in the mean Time, driving with the Flood, when they 
thought themſelves at a ſufficient Diſtance, fell to their 
Oars, and had the good Fortune to get into Rye Harbour on. the 
3d of May *. This Affair made a very great Noiſe, the Mer- 

chants affirming, that there was Time enough for the 


to have acquainted Commodore Mylde, that the Dunkirk Squa- 
dron was at Sea; which, in all Probability, might haye enabled 


him to have eſcaped this Misfortune 8. 

Tx French, according to their uſual Cuſtom, m. 
Succeſs of theirs, exceſhvely ; for they aſſerted that, — the 
three Men of War, there was a Frigate of 40 Guns ſent to 


this 


ſtrengthen the Convoy. That the Fleet of I 
A, of which they took twenty-two, and 
made 1200 Priſoners. In Furbin's nn we have ſome ve- 


re wry of fourſcore 


extraordinary Circumſtances; ſuch as, that he engaged the 
Commodore himſelf, and killed him with a Muſket-ſhot through 
2 Port-hole, while he was giving his Orders Sword in Hand, be- 
| tween Decks, and afterwards made himſelf Maſter of his Ship; 


in which, as we have ſeen, there is not one Word of Truth: and 
all that can be ſaid in Excuſe of the French Relation is, that M 


Forbin miſtook The Hampton-Court for the Commodore. 
the French Relations, however, do us the Juſtice to own, that 
our Captains behaved extreamly well, and that their Victory coſt 


them very dear. The French King, as ſoon as he had Advice of 


this Engagement, promoted M. Forbin to the Rank of Chef d'Eſ- 


cadre, and gave him likewiſe the Title of Count, which he ſoon 


after 
 f See the London Gazette, No. 4329. 


+ Ts I nnd wane Men atations ade te the Mer- 


_ chants to Parliament, in the enſuing Seſſion, and the Anſwer to that 
| Repreſentation, by the Council of the Lord High-Admiral, in his 
| Royal Highne,'s Name. It is, I think, not a little improbable, that 

the Admiralty ſhould have any treacherous Deſign ; but, there is no- 


thing more likely, than that ſome under Officers of that Board, might 


| ſend Copies of Letters, Orders for Convoys, and ſuch-like — 


at the Hazard of their Necks; as the very ſame Year Gregg did 


from the Secretary's Office, for which he | fafered at Tyburn, and 
People very unjuſtly aſperſed his Maſter. 
ire Militaire, Tom. v. p. 68. P. Daniel, p. 244- Forbin's 


4 — In ſome of theſe Relations, the Number of Priſoners is 
computed at 1190, and the Value of the Prizes at 5,000,000). that is 
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after merited by an extraordinary Exploit, of which we are next 
to give an 1 3 * 
Tak Ra; eet being this Vear very numerous, very 
richly ide Si Benjamin Ayloffe being tha Governor, and 
ſome other principal Merchants, applied themſelves to the Admi- 
ralty, in order to know what Convoy they might expect, and 
particularly took Notice of the 1 they were under, 


from the Dunkirk Squadron; they were told, that they ſhould 
Have one fourth, and two fifth Rates, with which they were v 


much diſſatisfied. To make them in ſome Meaſure eaſy, 85 
William Whetftone had Orders to convoy them beyond the Iſlands 


of Shetland. Accordingly the Fleet, conſiſting of about 


Merchant -men, failed, and were actually convoyed, as far as his 


Inſtructions directed, by Admiral Fhetftone, who left them about 


three Weeks before they were taken, to proceed on their 
Voyage, under their proper Convoy. Sometime after, Captain 


Haddock, who commanded, made a Signal of his ſeeing eleven 


Sail of the Enemies Ships, which ſome of the Fleet not regarding 


| but wing to their Sailing, fifteen of them fell into the Enemies 
Hinds, © 


the Iſland of K:/dine, on the Coaſt of Lapland, on 


the 11th of Fuly; and the reſt of the Fleet, conſiſting of about 


forty Ships, with their Convoy of three Men of War, by the 
favour of a hard Gale, and a thick Fog, got into Arch- Angel l. 


The Accounts we have of this Affair, are remarkably dark, and 


C 3 embarraſſed, 


about 250,000/. Sterling; which is a little incredible, conſidering | 
they * ſo few Ships: but, as the French had nothing to conſole 


them for their mighty Loſſes, but theſe little Advantages at Sea, we 


need not at all wonder, that they took ſo much Pains to magnify them, 

I One Captain Nenyon Maſter, Commander of the Ship Nenyon 
and Benjatnin, made Oath before the Honſe of Lords, that, on or 
about the gth Day of July, 1707, his Ship, with eleven or twelve 
others, were unfortunately taken in their Voyage to Arch-Angel, by 
the Chevalier Forbin's Squadron, conſiſting of ſeven French Ships of 
War; that his Ship was the firſt taken, and he was immediately car- 
ried on board Forbin, who demanded of him, what Number of Con- 


voys the Engliſh, bound for Arch-Angel, had with them. He an- 
|  ſwered, twelve Sail: To which Forbin replied, he ſpake what was 


falſe ; for there were only three Ships of War, Convoy tothe Engliſh 
Fleet: Forbin then declaring, that he knew Admiral Whetſtone with 
his Squadron, came no farther than the Iſle of Shetland, and then re- 
turned back again. This made a great Noiſe, and the more ſo, be- 


_ cauſe Admiral Whetſtone was a Man not well beloved, and People 


were very defirous of fixing an [mputation upon him, in order to get 


him laid aſide; but it does not appear, that in this Inſtance they car- 


ried their Point, 


— 
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embarraſſed, which were calculated, probably, to juſtify the Con- 
duct of the Prince's Council, and Admiral Wherftone, who were 
much complained of; but the French Accounts are clearer, though 
a little exaggerated. „ 
AcCcoRDING to them, M. Forbin, failed again from Dun- 
kirk, on the laſt of May, with the ſame Squadron; and on the 
Tith of Jul, perceiving the Engliſh Fleet, he immediately fell 
in with them, took nineteen Sail; but being too far from any 
Port of France, to carry them in with Safety, he firſt unloaded, 
and then burnt them. In the Memoirs which go under his Name, 
the Matter is carried till farther ; for he aflerts, that he took 
twenty, of which he burnt fifteen. That, afterwards, he took 
four more, and after they got into the Harbour of K:lgine, he 
likewiſe took four, and burnt eighteen ; but he agrees, that ſoon 
after, he deſtroyed all his Prizes, and computes the Value of the 
s he preſerv'd, to 1,200,000 Livres. I ſuſpect there is 
ſome Confuſion in theſe Accounts, becauſe I find, that on the 


Iſt of Auguſt following, he deſtroyed the Dutch Homeward- 
bound Fleet from Arch-Angel; and as Father Daniel computes 
the Ships taken, and burnt, in both Enterprizes, at forty Sail, 1 


am inclined to think him nearer the Truth, than any of the reſt *, 
On the Return of the Dunkirk Squadron, Count Forbin received 
Orders to join that which had been fitted out from Breſt, under 


the Command cf M. du Guai Trouin, which he accordingly 


did, on the Sth of October. 5 e * 
In the latter End of Augu/?, there was a great Fleet ready for 
Liſbon, having on Board Proviſions, Military Stores, and upwards 


| of a thouſand Horſes, for the King of Portugal's Service. The 
Merchants were extreamly uneaſy on the Head of a Convoy, 


They obſerv'd, that ſo many Ships had been taken in the Voyage 
to Portugal, that it not only affected the Commerce, but the Re- 
putation of this Kingdom, and obliged the Portugueze to ſend 
their Orders for Corn, even againſt their Will, into Holland; 


for this Reaſon, they earneſtly inſiſted, that ſuch a Convoy might 


be given them, upon this Occaſion, as might ſecure ſo great a 
Fleet, (for there were no fewer than 130 Merchant-men) and 
thereby recover our Credit at Liſbon; and, in Conſequence of it, 


oa 


* Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. v. p. 467. P. Daniel, p. 245. During 
the whole War, the Maritime Powers ſuffered exceſſively, in the Bal- 
tick, Where, almoſt every Vear, the Dunkirk Squadron made many 
Prizes; and this at laſt, determined the Dutch to keep a conſtant 
Force in thoſe Seas, as long as the Weather would permit, rightly 
Judging, that no Expence could be too great for the Protection of 
their Trade, and preſerving their Reputation as a Maritime Power. 
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our Corn Trade, which had been in a great Meaſure diverted for 
the two laſt Years. Theſe Repreſentations, were by no means 
_ pleaſing to the Admiralty, where Admiral Churchill, the Duke's 

Roe, commonly expreſſed the Senſe of his Royal Highneſs's 
Council, and thereby drew on himſelf the Merchants Diſpleaſure 
in the higheſt Degree. He told them, upon this Occaſion, that 

ſhould be furniſhed with as ſpeedy and as ſtrong a Convoy, as 
could poſſibly be provided for them; yet it ſo fell out, that it was 
the 24th of September before this Convoy was ready to fail. It 
conſiſted of The Cumberland, Captain Richard Edwards, of 80 
Guns; The Devonſhire, of the ſame Force; The Royal Oak, of 
76 ; The Cheſter and Ruby, each of 50 Guns. The Cheſ- 
ter and Ruby were, properly ſpeaking, the Convoy ; for the other 
three Ships were only to ſee the Ships fifty Leagues beyond Scilly, 
The Fleet did not fail till the gth of O#cber, and on the 10th, 
they fell in with the joint Fleet of Count Forbin and M. du Gua: 
Trouin, off the Lizard. The French were at leaſt twelve Sail of 
Line- of- Battel Ships. The Convoy diſpoſed themſelves in a Line- 
of-Battle, and thereby gave the Merchants Ships an Opportunity 
of Eſcaping, M. du Cuai attacked The Cumberland, about 
twelve at Noon, and with the Aſſiſtance of two other Ships, af- 
ter an obſtinate Diſpute, carried her; The Devenſbire defended 
| herſelf, for a long Time, againſt ſeven, and *till Evening againſt 
five French Ships; but then, by ſome Accident, which will re- 
main for ever unknown, took Fire, and blew up; two only, out 
of goo Men eſcaped ; The Royal Oak, made a vigorous Reſiſ- 
tance, and having ſet the French Ship which attacked her, and 
was commanded by M. de Bearnois, on Fire, got ſafe into Kin- 
 fale Harbour; the Count de Forbin took The Cheſter, and Meſ- 
ſieurs de Courſerat and de Neſmond took The Ruby. As for the 

Lifbon Fleet, they very prudently ſaved themſelves during the En- 

ement; but the French made a prodigious boaſting of the 

Men of War they had taken, though the Diſpute was ſo very 
unequal, and though in Effect the Convoy did all that could be ex- 
pected from them, ſecuring the Merchants at their own Expence i. 

IT is certain, that Misfortunes like theſe, are great enough in 
themſelves; and, therefore, there is no need of exaggerating them, 
either at the Time they happen, or in ſuch Works as are to tranſ- 
mit Accounts of them to Poſterity. Yet, ſomething of this Sort 
there ſeems to be, in the following Paſſage from Biſhop Burnet, 
which I tranſcribe in his own Words, and at large, that I may 
not be ſuſpected of Partiality, * A Convoy of five Ships of the 
BS. : Line 


See the Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 1707, Oldmixon, Bur- 
chet, Annals of Queen Anne, &c. | 


< of this Conjunction; but they were not believed. When the 


order to demonſtrate the abſolute Injuſtice of this Su 5 
mall only obſerve, that it appears from all the French Writers, 


Toth, before Noon; ſo, that the Admiralty ſhould have Intelli- 
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tc Line of Battel, was ſent to Portugal, to guard a great Fleet of 

C Merchant-Ships, and they were ordered to fail, as if it had 
ce been by Concert, at a Time when a Squadron from Dunkirk 
cc had joined another from Bre/?, and lay in the Way waiting for 


ce them. Some Advertiſements were brought to the Admi 


<< French ſet upon them, the Convoy did their Part very 13 
& though the Enemy were three to one; one of the Ships wass 
< blown up, three of them were taken, ſo that only one of 
them eſcaped, much ſhattered. But they had fought ſo long J 
6 that moſt of the Merchant- men had Time to get away, 
bc ſailed on, not being purſued, and ſo got ſafe to Liſbon.” 


that the Junction of the Dunkirk and Breſt Squadron, happened 
in the Afternoon of the 8th; that the L:/bon Fleet ſailed from 


Plymouth on the gth, and that the Engagement happened on the 


e 
ve prevented this unlucky Accident, is a Thing that, even 
at this Diſtance of Time, muſt appear incredible and im- 


poſſible =, 


Bur in the midſt of ſo many Diſcouragements, the Nation 


was not altogether deprived of Fortune, even in theſe little 


Diſputes ; for at the very cloſe of the Year, Captain Haddech, 
in her Majeſty's Ship The Ludlow Caſtle, got Sight, off the long 
Sand, of two Frigates, which proved to be The Nightingale, 
and Squirrel, formerly her Majeſty's Ships, but fitted out 


from Dunkirk as Privateers, and had each of them as 


S many 
Men as The Ludlow Cafile. They both lay by, till he came 
within Gun-ſhot of them; but then made Sail from him be- 
fore the Wind. At eleven at Night he came up with The 


Nightingale, and took her, and as ſoon as the Captain of The 


Squirrel perceived it, he ran away. The Captain of The 
Nightingale was one Thomas Smith, who had formerly com- 
manded a Sloop in her Majeſty's Service, and was broke at a2 
Court-Martial, for irregular Practices: Captain Haddeck, now | 


Admiral, and who lately commanded the Squadron in the 
Mediterranean, carried in his Prize to Hull, from whence he 


thought 


m The Marquiſs de Quincy, Father Daniel, and M. Forbin, in his 
Memoirs, all agree in theſe Dates; ſo that it is impoſſible they 
ſhould be wrong: and it is, conſequently, as impoſſible, that our 
Prelate's Suſpicion ſhould be I. 
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— up all the Engliſh who were on board The 
Might 


nyale, viz. Captain Thomas Smith, who commanded the 
Ship ; Charles Arflaby, Lieutenant; Mr. Harwood, who ated 
AS 2 ipman; an 1riſþ Prieft, and an Engliſh Sailor, who 
were immediately committed cloſe Priſoners for High-Treaſon, 
and a Proſecution directed againſt them , 2 
ABouT the fame Time, arrived the welcome News of our 
Succeſs in Newfoundland, where Captain Fohn Underdown, 
Commander of her Majeſty's Ship The Falkland, having receivetl 
Advice on the 15 July, that the Enemy had many Ships 
employed on the Fiſhery, in ſeveral Harbours to the Northward, 
our Commanders of Ships, Merchants, and Inhabitants, peti- 
tioned him to endeavour the deſtroying of them, and by that 
Means to encourage, and protect, the Britiſh Trade in thoſe 
Places. In purfuance whereof, on the 26th of July, Captain 
Underdows ſet fail from St. John's, having taken Major Lloyd, 
who defired to be Nx, in the Expedition, with twenty 
of his Company, on board The Falkland, and twenty more of 
the ſame Company, on board The Nonſuch. On the 27th, they 
came before Bonavis, and finding there no Appearance of the 
Enemy, the Commodore ordered Captain Hughs to fail with 
him. On the ad of Augu/t, they ſtood into the Bay of Blanche, 
till they came off of Fleur-de-lis Harbour. Major Lloyd was 
immediately ſent into the Harbour in the Commodore's Pinnace, 
and the Lieutenant of The Falkland, in the Pinnace belonging 
to The Nonſuch, in order to make what Diſcoveries they were 
able. They found there were ſeveral Stages, and other Neceſ- 
ſaries for the Fiſhery, to which they ſet fire, and afterwards 
returned on board the Men of War. By ſix the next Morn- 
ing, they came about the Cape, and ſaw a Ship, which, upon 
exchange of a few Shot, ſtruck ; the Commodore ſent his Boats 
aboard, and found her to be of St. Malo, carrying about 360 
Tons, thirty Guns, and 110 Men, and called The Duke of Or- 
leans. In another Arm of the Bay, named Equillette, was another 
Ship ; but the Place being Rocky, and the Water ſhallow, nei- 
| ther The Falkland, or Muſach, could come near her; where- 
upon, the Medway's Prize was ordered to go as cloſe in as 
ſhe could, with Safety; and at the ſame Time, Captain Carle- 
| F | ; 1 ton, 


The making Examples of theſe ſort of Men, is a Thing of ab- 
folute Neceflity in Time of War ; and I very much doubt, whether 
it is not a falſe kind of Pity, ever to let them eſcape. This Smith, 
and one Captain Rigby, who fled from hence for an infamous 
Crime, did us prodigious Miſchief, by their ſerving the French, 


during that War ; and yet, when Rigby was taken, he was ſuffercd 
to eſcape, © 5 
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ton, Major Lloyd, and the Lieutenant of The Falkland, in Boats 
well manned and armed, to land upon the Iſland, which ſhe lay 
under. This was executed with ſo good Effect, that Ene- 
my, after having fired ſeveral Broadſides, being no longer able 
to keep the Deck, againſt our ſmall Shot 1 

ſtruck. This Ship was of twenty Guns, and 80 Men, belong- 
ing alſo to St. Malo. Having here received Information, that 


about three Leagues to the Northward in La Couche, there were 


two Ships, one of thirty-two Guns, and the other of twenty-ſix, 

both of St. Malo; the Commodore gave Captain Hughes Di- 
rections to burn the laſt Prize, and afterwards to join him at 
La Couche, himſelf and The Nonſuch, making the beſt of their 
Way thither. The 5th in the Afternoon, they came into La 
Couche, where they found the two Ships in a readineſs for failing. 
The Enemy fired ſeveral Broadſides at them, which as ſoon as 
our Men of War returned, they ſet their Ships on Fire, and 
left them, going over to the next Harbour, called Carouſe, in 
which, the Commodore had received Intelligence, there were 
four Ships. He immediately weighed, and ſtood for that Har- 
bour, and about eight o'Clock at Night, was joined by the 
Mediuay's Prize; but there being very little Wind at S. W. 


and much Difficulty in getting out, it was about ſix the next 


Morning before he Sag the Harbour's Mouth. The Com- 

modore ſent in his Boat, but found the Enemy had eſcaped, 
having, by the Advantage of little Wind, and the great Num- 
ber of Men and Boats, cut, and towed out. e Britiſh 
Ships ſtood to the Northward, and ſaw ſeveral Veſſels, to which 
they gave Chace; about five in the Afternoon, they came off 
the Harbour of St. Julian, where they diſcovered a Ship, and 


having loſt Sight of the Veſſels they had purſued, ſtood in for 
the Harbour, and came to an Anchor in twenty-ſix Fathom 
Water. The Place where the Ship was hauled in, being very 
narrow, and ſhoally, the Commodore ordered the Medway's 


Prize to go as near her as poſſibly ſhe could. The _ 
fired two Guns, but it was thought not fit to attack her till 
the Morning. Accordingly, the 6th of Auguſt, at four of the 


Clock, Captain Carleton, Major Lloyd, and Lieutenant Eagle, 
went in, with all their Boats well manned and armed, and im- 


mediately landing, drove the Enemy from their Poſts, who 
were likewife on Shore. Our Men took their Boats, and went 


aboard their Ship, where they found the Enemy had laid ſeveral 


Trains of Powder in order to blow her up; which being ſea- 
ſonably diſcovered, ſhe was preſerved, and by Noon, towed her 


out to Sea. But the Britiſb Pilots being unacquainted with the 


Coaſt, 
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Coaſt, and the Commodore thinking it not proper to go farther 
to the Northward, it was reſolved to ſail back to Carouſe, and 
there remain till they were joined by The Duke of Orleans 
Prize, which was left at Grand Canarie, with a Lieutenant, 
and ſixty Men. In the Way to Carouſe, it was thought fit to 
look into Petit Marſtre, where they deſtroyed great Numbers of 
Boats and Stages, with vaſt Quantities of Fiſh and Oil; about 7 
at Night, they came to an Anchor in Carouſe Harbour, and 
moored on the 12th, and 13th it blew a hard Gale at S. W. 
Having deſtroyed the Fiſhery at Petit Maiftre, and The Duke of 
Orleans Prize being come to La Couche, on the 14th, by 4 in 
the Morning, they weighed and ſtood out to Sca, taking her with 
them, and made for St. John's Harbour, where The Fall- 
land, and Nonſuch, with the two Prizes, arrived the 17th In- 
tant, having before, given the Medway's Prize Order to fail to 
Ironely *. 5 Gs | 
We ought, now, according to the Method I have generally 
obſerved, to ſpeak ſomewhat of the Proceedings in the West- 
Indies; but, as what was done there this Year, is fo ſtrictly 
connected with what happened in the following, that it is ſcarce 
poſſible to divide them, without deſtroying the Perſpicuity of 
both Relations; I ſhall, defer ſaying TY of the Events 
that fell out in that Part of the World, till I come to ſpeak of 
them in their proper Place; that is, after having accounted for 
the Naval Proceedings in the ſucceeding Year. I the rather in- 
cline to make this ſmall Breach in my Method, becauſe I am 
under a Neceſſity of ſpeaking more largely than in other Places 
of what was done in Parliament this Year, in Reference to the 
Navy, becauſe the ſtrict Enquiries made by both Houſes into 
Matters of ſuch Conſequence, not only demonſtrate the Vi- 
gour of our Conſtitution at that Time, but afford, perhaps, the 
very beſt Precedents for reviving ſuch Enquiries, that are to be 
niet with in our Hiſtory. N EE: 
Tre firſt Parliament of Great Britain, met upon the 23d of 
October, when the Eyes not only of this Kingdom, but of all 
Europe, were fixed upon them. The firſt Thing they did, was, 


® The Damage the Enemy receiv'd, was as follows. Two Ships 
taken, one of thirty Guns, and 110 Men; and another of twenty 
Guns and 100 Men; one Ship taken and burnt, of twenty Guns 
and 80 Men. Two Ships burnt by the Enemy, one of thirty-two, 
and another of twenty-fix Guns ; 228 Fiſhing-Boats burnt ; 470 
Boats and Shalloways, that were not employed in the Fiſhery this 
Seaſon, burnt ; 23 Stages burnt ; 23 Train Vats burnt ; 77,280 Quin- 
tals of Fiſh deſtroyed ; 1563 Hogſhead of Train Oil deſtroyed. 


of a Committee, in which this Matter might be reſumed, upon 
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to make Choice of John Smith, Elq; for their Speaker; and 
the next, in the Houſe of Commons was, to Vote an Addreſs 
of Thanks to 'the Queen, for her moſt Gracious Speech made 
to them on the 6th of November, to which Day they had ad- 
journed. In the Houſe of Lords it went otherwiſe ; inſtead of 
their uſual Addreſs, their Lordſhips 


<< buſed by ſuch as ——— 
© his Authority; that the Council of his Royal Highneſs 
nothing but how to Wachen to them- 


80 with the 3 Corruption, 

* Dependants, were the true Sources of thoſe Miſchich 
«© which befel our Merchants, and diſcredited the moſt Glorious 
Reign in the Britiſh Annals. But, though Reaſon and Ex- 
n cee 

= ity, yet a 

“in the Parka 1 Wr own Meaſures, haughtily rejecting 
Advice of the Merchants, when offered in Time, and Roch 
, contemning their Complaints, when Sufferers by the very Er- 
4 rors they had predicted v.? This produced the appointing 


the 19th of December, at which her Majeſty was preſent. 
The Sheriffs of London, who were Benjamin Green, Eſq; and 
Sir Charles Peers, Knt. preſented a Petition, ſigned = twa 
hundred of the moſt eminent Merchants of the City of London, 
ſetting forth the great Loſſes they had lately ſuſtained at Sea for 
want of Convoys and Cruizers; and praying that ſome Remedy 
might be peedy applied, that the Trade of the Nation might 
not be entirely deſtroyed 4. 

Tux Houſe went as heartily into this Matter, as the Sulferers 
could deſire, and 12 the 26th to hear the Merchants fur- 
ther, | 


Bs Burnet, Oldmixon, Annals of Queen Anne, Chandler's De- 
bates, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for 1707, and 1708, &c. 
7 It is eaſy to diſcern, from the Scope of this Petition, and the 
Support it met with, that Publick Spirit flouriſhed ander this Reign. 
It was not pretended, that any Reſpe& due to the Crown, ſhould 
protect ſuch as were bad Servants ; or, that attacking them, was 
offending Majeſty. It was not faid, that expoſing them, reflected 
on his Royal Highneſs, or that in a Time of War we ought to be 
filent on ſuch Subjects: But it was ſaid, produce, and then make 
good, the Charge, 


mee 
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ther, in a grand Committee, where they were permitted to make 
a regular Charge, and encouraged to exhibit their Evidence. 
In the Courſe of this Enquiry, it fully appeared to their Lord- 
ſhips, that many Ships of War were not fitted out to Sea, but 
lay in Port neglected, and in great Decay. That Convoys had 
been often flatly denied the Merchants, and that, when they were 


2 they were ſo long delayed, that the Merchants loſt their 


kets; were put to great Charges, and, where they had periſh- 


able Goods, ſuffered great Damage in them. The Cruizers were 
not ordered to proper Stations in the Channel; and, when Con- 
voys were appointed, and ready to put to Sea, they had not their 


failing Orders ſent them, till the Enemies were laid in their Way, 
prepared to fall on them, which had often happened. Many Ad- 
vertiſements, by which theſe Misfortunes might have been pre- 


vented, had been offered to the Admiralty; but had not only 


been neglected by them, but thoſe who offer'd them, had been 
ill treated for doing it. To carry theſe Things as far as poſſible, 
they cauſed an exact Report to be drawn of their Proceedings; 


ſent it to the Admiralty- Office; received the beſt Anſwer that 
could be given from thence ; heard the Merchants by way of Re- 


ply to this, digeſted the whole into a ſecond Report, and, together | 


with an Addreſs ſuitable to a Matter of ſuch mighty Conſequence, 


laid it before her Majeſty on the firſt of March, 1707, and ex- 
preſſed themſelves, thereupon, in Terms of which it would be 
extremely injurious to deprive the Reader of the Sight, confider- 

ing the ſtrict Connection it has with the Subject of this Work, 
the true Spirit of Patriotiſm that appears therein, and the excellent 
Example afforded thereby ; and therefore I have placed it at the 


Bottom of the Page*. Her Majeſty received this Addreſs very 


_ eracioully, 


7 I ſhall cite here only their Lordſhips Concluſion, after ſetting 
forth the Grievances complained of by the Merchants, the Anſwer 
by the Admiralty, and the Merchants Replication. 


« May it pleaſe your Majeſty. 


« We having thus performed, what we take ourſelves to be indiſ- 
% penſibly obliged to, cannot doubt but it will be gente accept- 
ed by your Majeſty, as coming from moſt dutifu! Subjects, wha 
« fincerely wiſh they may never have Occaſion hereafter to make 
% Addreſſes to your Majeſty, but to congratulate your Succeſſes, or 


* to return humble Acknowledgments for the Bleſſings cf your 


“Reign. 
We beſeech your Majeſty, to believe, That none of your Sub- 
iet do exceed us in true Reſpect to his Royal Highnels the Lou 
| — thy 
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iouſly, and promiſed to pay all the Regard thereto, that the 
ature of the Thing, and the Reſpe& due to the Advice of the 
_ - Hereditary Council of her Kingdoms, deſerved. 
Tux Houſe of Commons allo, went into a grand Committee on 

the Affairs of the Navy, of which Sir Richard Onflow was Chair- 
man ; they heard with great Attention, all the Merchants had to 
ſay, and all the Evidence they could produce; and though there 
| — were 


« High Admiral. His great perſonal Virtues require it, and his 
* near Relation to your Majeſty makes it our Duty. And as we do 
«© not mean that any Thing in this Addreſs ſhould in the leaſt reflect 
% upon him; ſo we are very well aſſured his Royal Highneſs, will 
* never ſufter other Perſons to protect themſelves, under his Name, 
* from a juſt Purſuit of ſuch Faults, or NegleQs, as immediately tend 
* to the Ruin of Trade, and the Deſtruction of Britain. 
There cannot be a plainer Proof, that ſome Perſons employed 
* by the Lord High Admiral, have made the worſt Uſe imaginable 
of the Truſt he honours them with, than in their preſuming to lay 
* ſuch an Anſwer before the Houſe of Lords in his Name. 
For (not to take notice of the many Things which in the ſecond 
* Report have been already laid before your Majeſty) throughout 
* the whole Paper, there is not the leaſt Hopes given, that for the 
future any better Care ſhall be taken of the Trade; on the contra- 
* ry, the whole turn of the Anſwer ſeems to be intended, for expoſing 
the Complaints of the Merchants, rather than pitying their Loſſes. 
« We are (ure, nothing can be more remote from the Goodneſs, and 
% Compaſſion of the Lord High Admiral's Temper, and the tender 
_ © Regard he has always ſhewn for your Majeſty's Subjects. = 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty. 


* It is a moſt undoubted Maxim, That the Honour, Security, and 
« Wealth of this Kingdom, do depend upon the Protection, and 
« Encouragement of Trade, and the improving and right managing 
« its Naval Strength. Other Nations, who were formerly great and 
« powerful at Sea, have by Negligence, and Miſmanagement, Joſt 
their Trade, and ſee their Maritime Power entirely ruined. There- 
« fore, we do in the moſt earneſt manner, beſeech your Majeſty, 
„ that the Sea Affairs may always be your firſt, and moſt peculiar 
« Care. We humbly hope, that it ſhall be your Majeſty's chief and 
% conſtant Inſtruction, to all who ſhall have the Honour to be em- 
« ployed in your Councils, and in the Adminiſtration of Affairs, 
that they be continually intent, and watchful, in what concerns the 
« Trade, and Fleet; and that every one of them may be made to 
« know, it is his particular Charge to take care that the Seamen 
« beencouraged, the Trade protected, Diſcipline reſtored, and a new 


E Spirit and Vigour put into the whole Admuniſtration of the Navy. 
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were ſome People who endeavoured to ſtop the Mouths of the 
Merchants when they ran out into invidious Characters of the 
Officers, by whom they thought themſelves wronged, yet the 
Majority of the Houſe were inclined to hear their Sentiments, and 
encouraged them to go on. Both Lords and Commons con- 
curred in carrying to the Throne, ſuch Complaints as appeared to 


de well founded; and with this View their Lordſhips on the 7th 
of February, addreſſed the Queen to lay aſide Capt. Ker* ; and on 


| © The Houſe of Lords, in their Addreſs, informed her Majeſty, that 
a Complaint had been lodged before them, by Mr. Thomas Wood, 
in behalf of himſelf, and divers other Jamaica Merchants, againſt 
Captain William Ker, late Commander of a Squadaon of her Maje- 
ſty's Ships at that Iſland, for refuſing to grant Convoys for their Ships 
to the Spaniſh Coaſt of America, and in particular, that the ſaid 

Mr. Thomas Wood had offered to the ſaid Captain Ker, the Sum of 
fix hundred Pounds as a Gratuity, if he would order one of her Ma- 
ſty's Men of War, under his Command, to go as Convoy to the Nep- 
tune Sloop, and Martha Galley, loaden with Woollen, and other 
Goods of her Majeſty's Subjects. That the ſaid Captain Ker, at that 
Time, ſeemed pleaſed with the Propoſal, and ſaid, the Windſor ſhould 
be the Ship ; and ordered Mr. Wood to make what Diſpatch he 


could, in getting the Galley and Sloop ready. On which Encourage- 
ment, he got them ready to ſail, and bought three hundred Negroes 
2 on board them, and then acquainted Captain Ker therewith, 


nd with the great Charge he was at in maintaining the Negroes, and 
his fear of Sickneſs. Captain Ker then ſaid, he feared he could not 
ſpare a Man of War; but the next Day ſent Mr. Tudor Trevor 
Captain of the Windſor, to acquaint Mr. Wood, that Captain Ker 


ſaid, he thought Mr. Wood could not have offered leſs than two 


thouſand, or at leaſt fifteen hundred Pounds. Whereupon Mr. 
Wood declared, the ſum was ſo great, that the Trade couid not 
bear it, and ſo the Sloop and Galley proceeded on the Voyage with - 
out Convoy ; and in their return, the Sloop, loaded with great 
Wealth, being purſued by French Privateers, and having no Convoy, 
and crouding too much fail to get from the Enemy, was unhappily 
overſet and loſt. The ſaid Mr. Thomas Wood alſo made another 
Complaint, that upon a further Application to the ſaid Mr. Ker, for 
2 Convoy for three Sloops, bound for the ſaid Spaniſh Coaſts, he pro- 


miſed to give The Experiment Man of War, commanded by Captain 


Bowler, as a Convoy ; for which the ſaid Mr. Wood agreed to give 
eight hundred Pounds ; four hundred Pounds, part whereof, was paid 
the ſaid Bowler, and the other four hundred Pounds was made payable 
by Note to one Mr. Herbert, for the uſe of Mr. Ker, which Note 
was ſent in a Letter to Mr. Ker, and by him put into Mr. Herbert's 

Hands. And, beſides that, as a further Encouragement for allow. 
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Pounds in the ſaid Sloops, without advancing any Money. To this 


not ſay poſitively that ſhe would comply with it. 


to three Reſolutions againſt Commodore Ker; to which 


clared, that ſhe would comply with it. | 
Upon a fair Computation, made about this Time, of 
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the 26th of the ſame Month, the Houſe of Commons pteſerited 
an Addreſs of the ſame Nature, againſt the fame Perſont. Theſe 
warm Proceedings had a proper Effe& ; they convinced ſuch as 
fat at the Admiralty-Board, that it was to treat Britiſb 
Merchants with Contempt; as, on the other Hand, it taught the 
Officers to know, that having Friends at the Board, or being 
tried, where no Evidence could reach them, would not always 


| ſecure them from Puniſhment®. On the Complaint of the Mer- 
_ chants, however, againſt Sir Thomas Hardy, though proſecuted 


ing the ſaid Convoy, Mr. Ker had an Adventure of fifteen hundred 


Complaint, Mr. Ker put in his Anſwer, and both Parties were fully 
heard by themſelves, and their Witneſſes ; and upon the whole Mat- 
ter, the Houſe came to this ſollowing Reſolution, That the faid 
Complaint of the ſaid Mr. Wood, againſt the ſaid Captain Ker, as 


well as in relation to the Neptune and Martha-Galley, as alſo in 


relation to the other three Sloops, that went under the Convoy 


of The Experiment Man of War, hath been fully made out, and pro- 
ved to the Satisfaction of this Houſe. Sn, | 


The Queen gave only a general Anſwer to this Addreſs, but did 8 


t On the 16th of February, upon the Report of Sir Richard On- 
ſlow, from the Committee of the whole Houſe, the Commons came 
they added 
a fourth, vin. That an humble Addreſs be preſented to her Ma- 


jeſty, laying before her the ſaid Reſolutions, and humbly 


s 
* that her Majeſty will be pleaſed not to employ the ſaid Captain 
« Ker in her Majeſty's Service for the future.” This Addreſs hav- 
ing being preſented to the Queen; ten Days after, her Majeſty de- 


the Loſs of 
Ships at Sea, fince the beginning of this War, it was found, that the 
Loſs the French had ſuſtained in their ſhipping, far exceeded that of 
Great Britain, fince we had only 30 Men of War taken, or deſtroyed, 
and 1146 Merchant-Ships taken, of which zoo were retaken. Where- 
as, we had either taken or deſtroyed 80 of their Ships of War, and 


taken or burnt 1346 of their Merchant-men, including thoſe deftray« 


ed in the Weſt-Indies. By way of Supplement to this Liſt, it may 
not be amiſs to take Notice, that it appears from the Lord High Ad- 
miral's Anſwer to the Report of the Houſe of Peers, there were 175 
of the Enemy's Privateers taken, as alſo the Re-captures by her Ma- 
jeſty's Ships of War, from the 4th of May, 1702, to the iſt of De- 

, 1707, were 128; which, amounted, by Appraiſement, to 
above the Sum of 82,975 l. and the Re-captures by Privateers within 
that Time, 38,054 J. both which Sums amount to 1321,030/. exclu- 
hve of Cuſtoms, 7 | | 
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to encourage the Officers of the Navy to do their 
re they could prove they had done this, it was 
no hazard ; but, if purſued by Clamour, 
with Reputation”. 
for Action was now coming on, the Lord High 
che following Promotion: Sir Jahn Leake was de- 
Admiral of the White, and Admiral and Commander in 
ief of her Majeſty's Fleet; Sir George Byng, Admiral of the 
, V Ad c Vice-Admiral of the Red; Sir _ | 
Vice-Admiral of the White ; the Lord Durſley, 
of the Blue 3 Sir Edward Whitaker, Rear-Admiral of of 
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. An AQ paſſe Regulating 
and a farther Term of fourteen Years and a Half granted 
the K 6x1 


W r of a Maſter of a Ca- 
Sir Thomas Hardy had refuſed to convoy him from 

ic Lorddhips ordered, Sir Thomas to attend the Houſe, 
to attend the Committee. The latter took Occafion | 
iſe, the Papers relating to his Tryal; and after 
on the gth, th, Sir Thomas Hardy, with two Mer- 
chants, and 5" Mai er of the Canary Ship, were called in before 
their Lordſhips z Sir Thomas having ſhewed his Orders, to warrant 
his Refuſal of Convoy, he was ordered to withdraw ; and ſoon after, 
Captain Philips, Deputy Uſher of the Black-Rod, came out to Sir 
Thomas, and told him, that their Lord ſhips found he had fully juſti- 
fied himſelf, and done his Duty in every Reſpe& ; and therefore, 
that he was diſcharged from any further Attendance upon that Com- 
mitte. 

Fenry Saint John, Eſq; afterwards. Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, 
| having reſigned the Office of Secretary of War, Robert Walpole, Eſqz 
now Earl of Orford, and then one of the Prince's Council, ſucceeded 
him; and in the Month of April following, the Earl of Wemes, a 
Nobleman of Scotland, and Sir John Leake, were added te his Royal 
— * 2 

OL, 
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War, humbling France, and exalting the Houſe of Auſtria, were 
every-where conſidered, as the great Objects of our Care v. 
Bor before our Projects were thoroughly adjuſted, the French 
actually played off one of theirs; which put us into great Confu- 
fion, and had like to have had much worſe Conſequences. This 
was, the Attempt upon Scotland, in Favour of the Chevalier de 
St. George ; which was the Nom de Guerre were pleaſcd to 
ive the Perſon, whom the Queen ſoon ag Punta by the 
Name of the Pretender. Ihe Deſign is ſaid to be carried on 
with great Secrecy ; but this muſt be underſtood only of the 
French Court; for it was ſufficiently known, and talked of in 
| Scotland, long enough before it was undertaken. I do not think, 
that ſo idle an Expedition demands in a Work of this Nature, 
a very critical Explanation, and therefore, I ſhall content myſelf 
with ſaying, that it ought to be reckon'd the Number 
of thoſe Affronts, of which the French have never been ſparing to 
this Nation, and was chiefly deſign d to ſhew how much, in 
Spight of all the Power of the Allies, Lewis XIV. was able to 
alarm and diſtract us. The Troops, intended for this Expedition, 
were about eleven or twelve Battalions, under the Command of 
the Marquiſs de Gace, afterwards ſtiled the Marſhal de Mantig- 
nn. The Fleet conſiſted but of eight Men of War, which was 
commanded by the Count de Forbin, who is ſaid to have diſliked 
the Deſign, becauſe, very probably, he knew the Bottom of it; 
for it is very certain, the French never intended to land, and re- 
fuſed the Chevalier to ſet him on Shore, though he would have 
ne with his own Servants. The true Scheme of the French 
ing was, to create a Diverſion, and if poſſible, raiſe a Rebel- 
lion in Scotland, that by Means of Trials and Executions, the 
Queen and her Miniftry might be ſufficiently embarraſſed at home, 
and have the leſs Leiſure to proſecute their Views Abroad; and 
from theſe Motives, he ordered his Miniſters in all Foreign Ports, 
to talk in very magnificent Terms, of the Succours he gave to 
the King of England, as he thought fit to call him, that on the 
Rebound, they might make the louder Noiſe in Britain, and in- 
duce us to believe our Danger the greater, and more inevitable 
I this Reſpect, the French Politicks had their Effect; for, on 
General Cadogan's ſending over an Expreſs, diſcloſing the whole 


Deſign, 


7 Burnet, Burchet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, 1708, 
— * of Queen Anne, Chandler's Debates, Pointer's Chronolog. 
: Hiſtoire Militaire de Louis XIV. Tom. v. p. 478. Lamberti. 
Tom. iv. p. 379. Memoires de Forbin, which appear, from this Part 
of them, to be ſpurious, 
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Deſign, 
of Commons therewith, on the 


4th of March, and received a 


ons expreſſed here, and in Holland, had ſuch an Effect 
upon the Monied Intereſt, that it occaſioned a prodigious Run 
upon the Bank, and diſturbed our foreign Remittances ſo much, 
that all thinking People were convinced of the great Riſk a Nation 
runs, that engages in a foreign War, while loaded with Debts at 
Home. Our public Securities fell ſurprizingly, and Things would 
have ſoon fallen into Confuſion, if the Fright had not been quickly 
over, which was — Boy the Care of the Admiralty, who, with 
incredible Diligence, 

War, with which, Sir George Byng, and Lord Durſley, failed for 
the French Coaſt, on the 27th of February ; and this, without 


ing the Convoy of the Lisbon Fleet; which, when we 
a prodigious Thing, and ſuffi- 
ciently convinced the French, that a real Invaſion was not their 


had Time to conſider it, 


Buſineſs . On Sir George Byng's anchoring before Gravelin, the 


French Officers laid aſide their Embarkation ; but upon expreſs 


Orders from Court, were obliged to reſume it; and, on the 6th 

of March, actually failed out of Dunkirk ; but being taken ſhort 
by contrary Winds, came to an Anchor till the 8th, and then 
continued their Voyage for Scotland. Sir George Byng purſued, 
them with a Fleet of forty Ships of the Line, beſides Frigates and 
Fire-ſhips. He afterwards detached Rear-Admiral Baker, with a 
ſmall Squadron, to convoy the Troops that were ſent from Oftend, 
and proſecuted his Expedition with the reſt. On the 13th of 
March, the French were diſcovered in the Frith of Edinburgh, 


where they made Signals, but to no Purpoſe, and then ſteered a 


to have gone to St. Andrews - 


N. E. Courſe, as if they intended 


D 2 


The Run upon the Bank ſo much alarmed the Exchequer, that all 


Ways and Means poſſible were thought of, to put an immediate Stop 


to it; in order to which, the Lord High Treaſurer, not only allowed : 


Six, inſtead of Three, per Cent. for all the Money circulating by their 
Bills, but alſo ſupplied them with large Sums of Money out of his 
private Fortune, as the Dukes of Marlborough, Newcaſtle, Somer- 
ſet, and other Noblemen alſo did; which, with the Calling in of 20 
per Cent. upon their Capital, brought Things right again ſooner 
than it would have been expected. On the 2oth of March the Houſe 
of Commons came to a Reſolution, that whoever deſignedly endea- 


voured to deſtroy, or leſſen, the public Credit, eſpecially at a Time 


when the Kingdom was threatened with an Invaſion, was guilty of a 


her Kingdom, 


the Queen, by Mr. Secretary Boyle, inted the Houſe 
very loyal Addreſs from them, as well as from the Lords; but the 


ed out a Fleet of twenty-four Men of 


gh Crime and Miſdemeanor, and was an Enemy to her Majeſty and 
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Sir Geer ge Byng purſued them, and took The Salisbury, an Eng- 
Prize, then in their Service, with ſeveral Perſons of great 
uality on board; and then finding it was im to come up 
with the Enemy, he returned with the Fleet to Leith, where he 
continued till he received Advice of Count Ferbin's getting back 
to Dunkirk, and then procceded to the Downs, purſuant to the 
Orders he received from the Miniſtry, from whence he ſoon after 
came to London, where we was moſt graciouſly received by the 
Queen his Sovereign, and by his Royal Hig Prince George of 
Denmark *. 7 74 
Ons would have imagined, that this ſurpriſing Succeſs, muſt 
have ſatisfied every Body; and that, after defeating fo extraordi- 
nary a Scheme, as at that Time this was allowed to be, and re- 
ſtoring publick Credit, as it were in an Inſtant, there ſhould have 
been a Univerſal Tribute of Applauſe paid to the Admiral, by all 
Ranks and of People. Yet, this was fo far from falling 


having once had Sight of the Enemy's Fleet, he 
leaf 


ing 
opoſal about the 


13322 n 
anſwered the End for which he was ſent. But the ſame malicious 
People, who firſt propagated this Story, invented alſo another, 
viz. That Sir George was hindered from taking the French Fleet, 
by his Ships being foul; which actually produced an Enquiry in 
the Houſe of Commons, and an Addreſs to the Queen to direct, 
that an Account might be laid before them, of the Number of 
Ships that went on the Expedition with Six George Byng, and when 
the ſame were cleaned. That done, they reſolved the Thanks of 
the Houſe ſhould be given to the Prince, as Lord High Admiral, 
for his great Care in ſo expeditiouſly ſetting forth ſo great a Num- 
ber of Ships, whereby the Fleet under Sir George Byng, was en- 


5 
d The Saliſbury Prize was a very conſiderable Thing, if we conſi- 
der the Number of Perſons taken on board. For beſides Lord Grif- 

ſin, Lord Clermont, Charles Middleton, Eſq; and Francis Wauchope, 
Eſq; who had all followed the Fortunes of King James ; there were 
likewiſe ſeveral Land and Sea- Officers, in the French Service, of very 
great Diſtinction, five Companies of the Regiment of Bearn, and all 
the Ships Company conſiſting of 300 Men, Tl 
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abled, ſo happily to prevent the intended Invaſion. This was a 
very wiſe, 2 — ſince it fully ſatisſied the 
World of the Falſhood of theſe Reports, and at the ſame Time, 
ave great Satisfaction to the Queen, and her Royal Conſort, the 
ince of Denmark, who had both teſtified an unuſual Concern 
in relation to the Report of the Houſe of Lords, which they con- 
ceived, affected his Royal Highneſs's Character, as Lord High Ad- 
miral; and therefore, to give this Meſſage of Thanks a better 
Grace, and make it more acceptable, the utmoſt Care was taken 
in the Choice of thoſe who were appointed to carry it. Thus 
ended this Affair of the Invaſion, which made ſo much Noiſe at 
that Time, and which has been handed down in ſo many diffe- 
rent Lights to Poſterity. An Affair, indeed, which ſpeaks the 
true Policy of France, and ſhews how artfully ſhe can ſerve her 
own Ends, and with how great Readineſs ſhe betrays, and 2 
up to Deſtruction, ſuch as are Fools enough to truſt her. But, 
through the Wiſdom of the Britiſb Miniſtry, joined to the Cun- 
ning of ſome of the Nobility of Scotland, who were taken into 
1 and who, it is generally thought, 
gave ſuch Lights, as enabled the Government to take ſuch - 
tual Methods; the latter Part of the French Scheme proved as 
Abortive as the firſt ; all the Priſoners being ſoon after ſet at Li- 
berty, and every Thing being done to ſatisfy and quiet the People 
of that Country. 3 TT 
Tux Point the Miniſtry had in view this Vear, was to 
put the Affairs of his Catholic Majeſty into better Order, and to 
repair, if poſſible, the unlucky Conſequences of the fatal Battle of 
Almanza. Sir John Leake, who commanded the grand Fleet, 
was ſo early at Sea, that on the 27th of March he arrived at 
| Liſbon ; having in his Way thither, ſeen the Merchant Ships 
bound to Virginia, and the Canaries, with their reſpective Con- 
voys, well into the Sea, and taken Care for the Security of others 
deſigned to the Ports in Portugal. Here he found the Ships with 
Captain Hickes, which were fourteen of the third Rate, beſides 
| ſmall Frigates, and Bomb-Veſlels ; and at a Council of War it 
was Reſolved, That, as ſoon as the Tranſports were ready to re- 


© The Names of the Perſons appointed to carry his Royal Highneſs 
the Meſſage, were, Sir Richard Onſlow, Mr. Secretary Boyle, Mr. 
Compton, Mr. Scobel, Colonel Byerley, Lord William Paulet, the 
Earl of Hertford, Mr. Heyſham, Admiral Churchill, Mr. Bromley, 
Sir Godfrey Copley, Sir Thomas Hanmer, Sir Thomas Lyt:leton, 

Sir David Dalrymple, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Morriſon, Mr. Brewer, 
Sir John Swinton, Sir John Erſkine, Mr. Halden, Mr. Cockburne, 
Sir John Holland, and Mr, Wortley. 
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ceive the Horſe on board, the Fleet ſhould proceed to Vado, and 
that ſuch of the Ships of War as could not be got ready by that 
Time, ſhould follow to Barcelona, where there would be Orders 
left how they ſhould farther proceed. But, as for the Dutch Ships, 
they were all ſeparatedin bad Weather, between England and Liſbon. 
It was alſo determined, at the Defire of the King of Portugal, to 
appoint The Warſpight, Rupert and Triton, to cruize off of the 
Tercera, or Azores [ſlands, for the Security of his Majeſty's Fleet, 
expected from Brazil; nor was there Care wanted to the 
Streights- Mouth, leſt otherwiſe our Trade ſhould ſu the 
Enemy's Cruizers, or Privateers. The Trankpoes-Shigs, 
and putting them in a Condition for receiving the Horſe, took up 
a conſiderable Time ; but on the 23d of April, the Admiral was 
ready to fail with as many as could fifteen hundred, with one 
ſecond Rate, twelve third Rates, two Fourths, a Fire-Ship, Bomb- 
Veſſels, &c. together with twelve Ships of the Line of Battle of 
the States-General ; and, upon Advice from Colonel Elliot, Go- 
vernor of Gibraltar, and from other Hands, that ſome French 
Ships of War were ſeen cruizing off the Streights-Mouth ; one 
Third, and one fourth Rate, and another of the Dutch, were ap- 
pointed to ſtrengthen thoſe before ordered to ply up and down in 
that Station . Z - 

Tu Admiral failed from the River of Liſbon, on the 28th of 
April, and in his Paſſage up the Streights, he, on the 11th of 
May, being about twelve Leagues from Alicant, had Sight of ſe- 
veral Veſſels, which he took for Fiſhing-boats. But he had a better 
Account of them the next Day, for having detached before, ſome 
light Frigates from Barcelona, to give Notice of the Approach 
of his Fleet, one of them had the good Luck to take a French 
_ Frigate of twenty-four Guns, and thereby obtained an Account 
of the Convoy that was expected. Upon this, the Captain of 
our Frigates made the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for intercepting them. 
| The next Day, the French Convoy appeared in Sight, _— 


There was an abſolute Neceſſity of ſending ſo ſtrong a Fleet to 
the Relief of the King of Spain, or otherwiſe, he muſt have been o- 
bliged to quit that Kingdom. The Enemy had no leſs than three Ar- 
mies in the Field, under the Command of the Duke of Orleans, the 
Duke of Noailles, and the Marquis de Bay; while King Charles was 
in a Manner ſhut up in his City of Barcelona, and had no Hopes of 
being delivered, but by our Fleets tranſporting the German Troops, 
that lay ready for his Service in Italy. Vet, very ſoon after the Ar- 
rival of Sir John Leake in theſe Seas, his Affairs began to mend, and 
he had a conſiderable Army in the Field, under the Command of 
Count Staremberg, Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Annals of Queen 
Anne, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for 1708. : 
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of three Men of War, one of 44, another of 40, and the third 
of 32 Guns, with ninety Settees and Tartanes laden with Wheat, 
Barley, and Oil, for the Uſe of the Duke of Orleans's Army, and 
bound for Peniſcola, near the Mouth of the Ebro. The Britifb 
Frigates bore down immediately upon the Enemy's Men of War, 
that abandoning their Barks, and endeavouring to make their Eſ- 
cape, came in View of the Confederate Fleet, which ſeeing ſeven 
Men of War, concluded they were Enemies, and thereupon the 
Admiral made a Signal to give them chace. But as the great Ships 
could not follow them near the Coaſt, the French made their E- 
ſcape in the Night. The Vice-Admiral of the White, who failed 
on the Left with his Diviſion, perceiving the Barks near the Coaſt, 
ſent his Long-Boats, and ſmall Ships, and took ſeveral of them. 
The next Morning they ſaw ſome of them diſperſed, which were 
likewiſe taken by the Long-Boats : And ſome Barks of Catalonia, 
coming out of their Harbours at the ſame Time to have a Share 
2 Booty, ſixty- nine of them were taken, and the reſt diſ- 
O the 15th of May, the Admiral arrived at Barcelona, where 
he was joined by ſeveral of our Ships, and complimented by the 
King of Spain on his late Succeſs ; his Catholic Majeſty took this 
Opportunity of deſiring a Squadron might be left under his Direc- | 
tion at Barcelona, while the Fleet croſſed to Italy, in order to 
bring over the Reinforcements he expected, and the Queen of 
= who, it was thought, was by this Time arrived at Genoa. 
e ſignified alſo, his Deſire, that the Proviſions lately taken, 
might be laid up in his Magazines, which were but indiffterently 
furniſhed ; that Care might be taken for reducing Sardinia as 
ſoon as poſſible, and that, whenever the Service would permit, 
ſuch Diſpoſitions might be made, as would contribute to the Con- 
queſt of Sicily, which a he judged might be * 


This might have proved an Affair very conſiderable in its Conſe- 

| quences, if the Duke of Orleans, who commanded the Army of King 
Philip, had not been one of the firſt Generals of the Age; but he 

foreſeeing that this Accident might happen, had provided againſt it, 

by ordering a great Quantity of Oats and Beans, which had been laid 

up for the Uſe of the Cavalry, to be employed in making Bread, till 
his Army could be better ſupplied. This Capture, however, proved 
of the utmoſt Uſe to King Charles, as it enabled his Army, after it 

was once formed, to take the Field ſome Weeks ſooner than it could 
otherwiſe have done; and the Readineſs with which the Admiral 
cauſed the Cargoes of his Prizes to be ſent to the King's Magazines, 
ſufficiently proves the public Spirit of Sir John Leake, and the grea: 
Concern he had for this Service. 
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the Forces under Count Daun, and the Care of the then Vice-Roy 
an. ue ET ſhould 
be diſpos d of, as the King requir'd ; but with 
Demands, the Admiral thought it neveflary to call eCouncil of War, | 

to determine which ſhould be executed, ſince it appeared abſolutely 
impracticable to undertake them all. At this Council, were preſent, 
belides himſelf, Sir Fohn Norris, Sir Edward Whitaker, Sir Tho- 
mas Hardy, and two of the Engliſh Captains ; as alſo the Baron 


with the King two third Rates, one Fourth, and one Fifth of 
ours, and two Ships of the States-General, and with the reſt of 
the Fleet, to proceed forthwith to the Port of Vado, in ord er to 
— —— and Foot from thence 12 > 
as alſo her Majeſty the Queen of Spain, if ſhe ſhould be ready f. 
_ Taz Admiral failed in purſuance of this Reſolution, and ar- 

rived on the 29th of May at Vado; but finding nothing in Rea- 
dineſs, he went to wait on the of Spain at Milan, where 
he arrived the 18th of June, and was received with all poſſible 
Marks of Reſpect and Eſteem. Upon his prefling Inſtances, her 
Majeſty conſented to ſet out immediately for Genoa, where ſhe 
arrived on the 1ſt of July, embarked on the 2d, and arrived hap- 
pily at Mataroon the 14th 6. — 


0 The great Reaſon that his Catholic Majeſty was fo defirome of 

having a Squadron to cruize on the Coaſt of Catalonia, was the Ap- 
prehenſions he was under, that the French would attempt to ſend a 
new Convoy of Proviſions from Provence, and Languedoc, into Spain. 

Beſides, during the Abſence of the Fleet, his Affairs were in ſuch a 
| diſtreſſed Condition, that it was abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould have 
always 2 Naval Force in the Neighbourhood of Barcelona, to ſecure 
| his Perſon, in caſe of any unforeſeen Accident; and theſe were the 
Reaſons that determined the Admiral, and the Council of War, to 
comply with his Majeſty's Requeſt. 
8 As it was certainly ——— that King Philips Conſort contributed 
not alittle to fix the Spaniards firmly to the King her Huſband's In- 
tereſt ; it was reſolved, the Year before, to fix upon a Wife for King 

Charles, and accordingly, the Princeſs Elizabeth Chriſtiana of Wolfen · 
buttle, was choſen, ſhe is ſtill living, and is now ſtiled the Empreſs 
Dowager, and is Mother to the Queen of Hungary, and the Arch- 

Dutcheſs, who, is ſaid to be intended for Prince Charles of Lorrain. 
Before her Marriage, her Imperial Majeſty was a Proteſtant, nor did 
the change her Religion, till ſhe had adviſed with the Lutheran Cler- 


bran — 


M aſſenaer, and two of the Dutch. It was determined to leave 
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to Barcelona, the Admiral thought 
— which he performed almoſt as 
yk He appeared before Cagliari on the 1k 
ſummoned it, the of Jamaica, 
for King Philip, declared his Reſolution 

Extremity. Upon this, the Admiral 
barded all that Ni ight, and the next 
Gent Wills landed about 1800 Men, and 


Major 
neceſſary 


i The Red 
the Common Eing Charles; for it 

| Security to igation, and enabled his Catholic 

= to ſupply himſelf from thence, as often as he had Occaſion, 
with Corn and other Proviſions d. 

Tux Admiral had ſcarce com the Conqueſt of this Iſland, 

before his Aſſiſtance was for the reducing another ; and 
ſailing from Cagliari the 18th of Auguſt, he arrived 
before Port-Mahon on % 25th ; but not Lieutenant- 
—— (afterwards Earl Stanhope, and Secretary of 
State) he ſent two Ships of the third Rate, to 60 10 7Jorca, to haſten 
the Embarkation of thoſe which were to be furniſhed from that 
Iſland, which returned the iſt of September with ſome Settees, 


Adrantage to | 


85 Joaden with Materials of War for the Army; nor was it more 


than two Days, before The Milford, and three Dutch Ships of 
War, arrived with the Lieutenant-General, being followed b 

third Rates, Convoy to fifteen Tranſports, that had on Ha 
them the Land-Forces ; whereupon, a Council of War was held 
of the Sea-Officers, and it was Reſolved, that the Ships deſigned 
to return to Great Britain, ſhould hs behind them, to affiſt in 
the Attempt, all the Marine Soldiers, above the middle Compli- 


ment 


N This Iſland lies to the North of Corſica, from which it is divided 

by a ſmall and ſhallow Arm of the Sea. It has on the Eaſt, the Sea 
of Sicily ; on the Weſt, the Mediterranean ; on the South, the Coaſt 
of Afric, from which it is not diſtant above "fifty Leagues. It is di- 
vided into two Parts by the Rivers Cedro, and Lirſo, and is extream- 
ly fruitful in Corn, Oil, Honey, and all the Neceſſaries of Life. As 
ſoon as the Engliſh Fleet 3 the Clergy declared unanimouſly 
for King Charles; and the Admiral had the Satisfaction of ſeeing the 
new Vice-Roy he carried over, eſtabliſhed in the peaceable Poſſeſſion 
of his Government in the Space of a Week, and without the Loſs of 
ſo much as a Man. The Reader will find the Capitulations at large 
in the Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for 1708, p. 261. 


much Bread as they could, and both 
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taker, ſhould remain at Port- Mahon, to aſſiſt with their Ma- 
rines and Seamen in the Reduction of that Place, fo 
Lieutenant-General ſhould defire it ; due 
Seaſon of the Year, the Time their 
8 


oops 
It was Reſolved, that the E — 
Cannon- ſhot, except what might be 


with one wetter” Rate, and fix Thirds 
Ships of the Line; but ſometime after — 
Engliſh, and two Dutch Ships of War, wi 
ſports of both Nations, in order to their 3 
Siege was carried on with ſuch Vigour, — hs the End of Ote- 
ber, the Place ſurrendered, and the Garriſon, conſiſting of _ 
a thouſand Men, marched out, and were afterwards tranſ 
board our Veſſels, ſome to France, and others to Spain, dd 
ing to the Articles of the Capitulation'. _ 
Bronx this Conqueſt of Port- Mahon, Fort Fernelli, which 
| had before it a Harbour no leſs conſiderable, though leſs noted 
than Port-Mahon, had ſubmitted to the Obedience of 
Charles. This Service, was owing to Captain Butler and Cap- 
_ tain Fairborne, who battered that Fort, with the two Ships under 
their Command, till they oblig'd it to ſurrender. The Place was 
naturally ſtrong, and was, beſides tolerably fortified ; having four 
Baſtions, and twelve Pieces of Braſs * Vet it "coſt but four 
Hours time, and the Loſs of fix Men killed, and twelve wounded. 
They found in the Garriſon, a hundred Cannon, three thouſand 
Barrels of Powder, and all Things neceſſary for a good Defence. 
Some little Time after, the General ſent a Detachment of about 
a hundred Spaniards, with three hundred, or more, of the Mar- 


quis P:ſaro's Regiment, t. to Citadella, the Chief Town of the 


Iſland 


i The Troops under the Command of General * conſiſt- 
ed of no more than 2,600 Men, which were landed at Port Mahon, 
on the 14th of October. They were not able to batter the Place till 
the 28th, and two Days after, it ſurrendered; about fifty Men were 
killed and wounded in the Siege, and among the former, Captain 
Stanhope, of the Milford, Brother to the General, a young Gentle- 


man of great — and who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf remarkably 
upon this 
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Ifland on the Weſt Side thereof. Sir Edward Whitaker, diſ- 
two Ships of War thither ; which Place put them to no 
great Trouble, for the Garriſon immediately ſurrendering, were 
made Priſoners of War, being an hundred French, and as many 
Spaniards. Being thus poſſeſſed of this Iſland, we had thereby 
the Advantage of an excellent Harbour, which, during the War, 
was exceedingly uſeful to us in the cleaning and refitting ſuch of 
our Ships, as were employed in the Mediterranean ; and not only 
ines of Stores were lodged there for that Purpoſe, but ſuch 
Officers appointed to reſide on the Place, as were judged requi- 
ſite, and a vaſt Expence ſaved thereby to the Nations. 
Burr, it is now Time we ſhould return to the Fleet, which, as 
we obſerved, failed under the Command of Sir John Leake, for 
England, on the 6th of September. His Excellency, on his Ar- 
rival at Gibraltar, being there informed, that four French Men of 
War had taken ſome of our Merchant-Ships, that ran without 
| Convoy, near Cape Spartel, and carried them into Cadiz ; he 
thought proper to leave a ſmall Squadron, conſiſting of two third 
Rates, one fourth, and a fifth, to cruize in that Station, in order 
to prevent ſuch Accidents for the future, and then purſued his 
„„ . 
x The Reduction of the Iſland of Minorca, was ſo conſiderable a 
Service, that all imaginable Pains were taken, to make the Britiſh 
Nation ſenſible thereof, by giving an exa& Account of that whole 
Proceeding, in the Gazette; and after General Stanhope had tranſ 
mitted an Account of the Conqueſt of the whole Iſland, the Earl of 
Sunderland, then Principal Secretary of State, wrote the following 
Letter to that General. | | 
« SIR, . i | 
« I received on Monday the Favour of Yours, of the zoth of Sep- 
« tember, N. 8. by Captain Moyſer, with the welcome News of 
« your taking Port-Mahon; which, though it came at the ſame 
« Time as the News of taking of Liſle, yet was not at all leſſened by 
* it; Every body looking upon our being in Poſſeſſion of Port Ma- 
© hon, as of the laſt Conſequence to the carrying on the War in 
*, Spain; beſides the other Advantages, if we are wiſe, we may reap 
« from it, both in War and Peace. I cannot expreſs to you the 
« Senſe the Queen, and every Body here, have of your Zeal and 
* Conduct, in this Affair, to which this very important Succels is ſo 
« much owing. I heartily condole with you for the Loſs of your 
„ Brother, which, indeed, is a publick Loſs to us all, he was ſo de- 
« ſerving a young Man. I muſt not omit telling you, the Queen 
« does entirely approve of your leaving an Engliſh Garriion in Port- 
% Mahon, for the Reaſons you mention, though ſome of them muſt 


de kept ſecret. Her Majeſty doth approve allo of the Governor 
you have named, &c.“ | 
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Voyage to England, and arrived fafely at St. Helens, on the 19th 
of Oftober', having met in the Soundings with the Squadron 
cruizing there under the Command of Lord Durſley, afterwards | 
Earl of Berkley, and for ſome time at the Head of the Admiralty. 
Six Edward Whitaker had now the ſole Command of the 
Squadron left for the Mediterranean Service, and was conſequent- 
| ty expoſed to all the Difficulties which uſually happen to Officers 
under different Orders. On the one Side, he was bound to re- 
* Conduct by the Inſtructions left him by Sir Jobn 
ale; on the other, he was continually ſollicited by King 
Charles, to undertake this, or that Expedition, for his Service. 
The chief Thing the Imperial Court had at this Time in View, 
was, the Reduction of Sicily, an Enterprize not tobe undertaken, 
but in Conjunction with our Fleet; and, as it afterwards proved, 
not then neither ; for when Sir Edward had diſpoſed every Thing 
in the beſt Manner poſſible, for the ſupporting this Deſign, the 
Vice-Roy of Naples declared, there were ſuch Diſcontents in that 
ingdom, as would not allow him to ſend any Troops from thence; 
but, if Sir Edward Whitaker would furniſh him with a ſmall 
Squadron, he was ready to undertake the Reduction of the Pla- 
ees on the Coaſt of Tuſcany, which belonged to the Crown of 
Spain. In Compliance with this Requeſt, The Defiance, and The 
ork, with The Terrible Bomb-Veſlel, were ſent into the Road 
of Piombino; but, the Germans, as uſual, were ſo backward in 
their Preparations, that it was neceſſary to continue a Month lon- 
ger in thoſe Seas; but to very little Purpoſe, at leaſt with reſpe&t 
to either of the Deſigns before-mentioned : But, in regard to a 
Diſpute that then ſubſiſted between his Holineſs and the Imperial 
Court, and which had almoſt riſen into a War, it had a better 
Effect; for our chaſing ſome of the Pope's Gallies, and threat- 
ning to bombard Civitta Vecebia, contributed not a little to bring 
down the Pontiff's haughty Stomach, and incline him to an Ac- 
commodation upon Terms agreeable to the Imperial Court. All 
this Time, Sir Edward Whitaker was at Leghorn, attending the 
Motions of the German Troops, where, he unexpectedly received 
a Letter from King Charles III. of a very extraordinary Nature, 
his Majeſty acquainted him therein, that the had not only 
| beſieged the City of Denia, in Valencia, but had threatened alſo 
to attack Alicant, in which they were to be ſupported by a 
French Fleet of fifteen Ships of the Line. For theſe Reafons, and 
to prevent his being blocked up in Catalonia, his Majefty ear- 
neſtly entreated him not to paſs the Strerghts, as by Sir John 
Lea#'s Inſtructions he was required to do, but to remain upon 
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the Coaſt of Spain; aſſuring him, if he did otherwiſe, he would 
charge upon him all the Misfortunes that might happen to his 
Affairs. General Stanhope alſo wrote much to the ſame Purpoſe ; 
upon which, it was reſolved in a Council of War, to proceed 
immediately to Vado, in order to take on board there, a Reinforce- 
ment of German Foot, for the Service of King Charles, and then 
fail directly for Barcelona ®. 1 
In purſuance of this Deſign, Sir Edward Whitaker left Leg- 
horn on the 27th of November, and having executed it very 
ſucceſsfully, arrived ſafely at Barcelona. There, the King ac- 
quainted him by Letter, that N what had been a- 
greed on, at a Council of War held in his Royal Preſence, the 
moſt conſiderable Service the Squadron under his Command 
could do, at that Juncture of Time, was, to return to the 
Coaſt of Htaly, and convoy the Troops from thence deſigned. 
for Catalonia; but withal, recommended to him not only the 
convoying the "Tranſports, with Corn from Majorca, and their 
being afterwards ſent to Sardinia, for a further Supply, and for 
Horſes to mount their Cavalry, but that, when he ſhould be 
on the Coaſt of Italy, he would appoint ſuch Ships as Cardinal 
Grimani might deſire, to ſecure the Paſſage of the Phare of 
Meſſina, which might conduce to the more ſpeedy Accom- 
modation of Affairs that were negotiating at Rome. Hereupon, 
it was agreed, that the Dutch Ships ſhould proceed directly to 
Majorca, and convoy the Tranſports to Barcelona, and from 
thence to Cagliari, as ſoon as they ſhould be unladen, while 
the reſt of the Squadron made the beſt of their Way to Leghorn, 
5 5 where 


m The Affairs of King Philip continued to proſper, after the 
Battle of Almanza, on all Sides. The Duke of Orleans, com- 
manded the beſt Part of the Year, and after making himſelf Maſter 

of Tortoſa, had certainly carried his Conqueſts farther, if the French 
Court had not thought fit to recall him ; the Reaſons of which ex- 
traordinary Step, have been ſomewhat differently reported. It is, on 

the one Hand, alledged, that the Princeſs of Urſins, who at that 
Time entirely governed King Philip, fell into a Correſpondence 

with the Enemies of the Duke of Orleans at the French Court, and 
by a Multitude of Intrigues, rendered him odious to his Uncle, 
Lewis XIV. On the other Hand, it is as confidently affirmed, that 
his Royal Highneſs held a Secret Correſpondence with the Allies, 
and had actually formed a Project for ſupplanting King Philip. 
Whatever his Political Schemes might be, he certainly ſhewed him- 
ſelf an able General, fince, by keeping Count Starenberg em- 


ployed in Catalonia, he gave the Chevalier D'Asfeldt Time to con- 
quer Valencia, 
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where arriving, they met with very bad Weather ; but had Ad- 
vice, that were accommodated at Rome, the Pope 
having owned Charles III. King of Spain; 444 the 
de Pri, that three thouſand effective be ready to em- 
bark at Naples, as ſoon as they arrived Os. Theſe Nego- 
tiations took up the remaining Part of the Winter, and therefore, 
here we are to put an End to our Acount of Sir Edward 
Whitaker's Squadron, the Proceedings of which, we ſhall re- 
ſume, when we come to ſpeak of the Naval Tranſactions of the 
enſuing Year. 
Tu Squadron 2 to cruize in the Soundings, was 
commanded this Rye Lord Durſfley, who was very for 
tunate in NN 
chaſing the French Ships that appeared from Time to Time upon 
our Coaſt, which was owing to the Foulneſs of his Ships, and to 
| the Cleanneſs of theirs. In the Middle of the Summer, a Reſo- 
lution was taken, to make a Deſcent on, or at leaſt to alarm, 
the Coaſt of France; and Sir George Byng, as Admiral, and Lord 
Dur ſley, as Vice-Admiral of the * Blue, were appointed to com- 
mand the Fleet deſtined for that Purpoſe, and Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral * had the Command of the Land-Forces. Many 
Things were given out with relation to this Expedition, the 
true Deſign of which, was difturbing the French Naval Arma- 
ments on their Coaſt, and obliging the French Court to march 
great Bodies of Men to protect their Maritime Towns, which 
neceſſarily occaſioned the diminiſhing of their Army in Flanders. 
On the 27th of Juh, the Fleet with the Tranſports, having 
the Troops on board, which were intended for the Deſcent, 
failed from Spithead, and came the next Day to an Anchor off 
Deal. The 29th, they ſtood over to the Coaſt of Picargy, 
as well to alarm as to amuſe the Enemy, and to be ready for 
further Orders, The ift of Auguft the Fleet failed again, 
and 


n The Pope had all along ſhewn a great Inclination to favour the 

French Intereſt, and the Emperor having differed with him about 
their Temporary Rights, the Pope began to raiſe Troops, and to be- 
have as if he intended to diſpute the Point after the Manner of So- 
vereigns ; but the German Troops entering the Eccleſiaſtical State, 
and living there at Diſcretion, and the Engliſh Fleet threatning his 
Coaſt, he was conſtrained much againſt his Will, and after ſtruggling 
againſt it to the utmoſt of his Power, to acknowlege King Charles, 
and to ſubmit, in every other Reſpect to the Emperor. About the 
ſame Time, ſeveral of the Fortreſſes on the Coaſt of Tuſcany were 
reduced by the Countenance of our Fleet; and ſomething, pro- 
- bably, had been attempted in Sicily, but that King Philip ſent over 


thither Count Mahoni, an experienced Officer, with 3000 Men. 
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and anchored the next Day in the Bay of Boulogne, where 


in „ ge 1 py is pots wk 
Re Fs „ they weighed 3 but anchored again about 
* in the Bay of E/taples. Here a Detachment of Troops 


they 
made a Feint of Landing their Troops; the Third, they ſtood 


were landed ; but the Project on Shore, which this Deſcent was 


to have countenanced, being laid aſide, an Expreſs brought new 
Orders from England, upon which the Troops were re-em- 
barked. The Seventh, ſtood over in to the Coaſt of 
England, and, being joined by more Tranſports in Douer- Raad, 
arrived the eleventh in the Bay of La Hogue. The Twelfth, 
they deſigned to have landed; but, upon viewing 
Coaſt, they found ſo many Troops brought together, to oppoſe 
a Deſcent, and ſo many Forts and Batteries on Shoar, 


that it was 
deemed impracticable. The Fourteenth, the Fleet ſet fail agai 


for the Weſtward ; but the Wind coming about the next Day, 

they altered their Courſe, and lay before Cherbourg, but found 

no Proſpect of doing any thing there. The ſame Day, the 
0 


Lord Durſley, in The 4 * with ſix other Men of War, and 
Marines, failed to the Weſtward, to cruize in the Soundings. 
The Seventeenth, the reſt of the Fleet returncd to the Bay of 
La Hogue ; but the Men growing ſickly, and Proviſions fal- 
ling ſhort, Sir George Byng returned to Spithead, on the twenty- 
eighth ©. | 


Wann the Squadron under Lord Dur ly, had been victualled, 
and refitted, at Plymouth, he ſailed from thence on the 28th of 


September, with five Ships of War, and was joined the next 


Day by The Hampſhire, which had taken a ſmall French Pri- 


vateer. His Lordſhip took another himſelf, of twenty-four 


Guns, belonging to St. Mala, which had done a great deal of 


Miſchief. On the 7th of November, his Lordſhip returned to 


Plymouth, and ſoon after, The Ha _ brought in a Priva- 


teer of ſixteen Guns, and a rich Merchant-man bound to the 
Weft-Indies; The Saliſbury, likewiſe brought in two Prizes, 


. 


Mr. Secretary Burchet takes not the leaſt Notice of this Ex- 
pedition, though we have a very large Account of it in the Ga- 
zettes, No. 44 58, 4459, 4460, 4461, &c. The French Hiſtorians, 


likewiſe, magnify the great Advantage they obtained, by repelling 


this Invaſion. After thus alarming the French Coaſt, and creating 
the Enemy inexpreflible Trouble, the Duke of Marlborough defired, 


that this Body of Troops might be landed at Oftend, which was ac- 
cordingly performed on the 23d of September, at ſo critical a Junc- 


ture, that it is thought, if they had not arrived, the City of Liſle 
could ſcarce have been taken, | 


the 


whole Coaſt was very throu 


the Rank of Vice-Admiral of the White; and though 


Lord High Admiral, yet it took Place in the Spri 


of 
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and through the great Vigilance of this Noble Commander, 
1 zhly protected. In che Middle 

cleaned his Ship, put to Sea 

the ſaw two Ships whi 


& 


„ bis 


; 


1 


came near, they bore away, 
it and fo they eſcaped; whi great 
| r * 
other 
News 
though 


þ 


og, the inexpreſſible — 


as to the Prejudice of our Reputation, as a 


was, therefore, juſtly reſolved, to give his Lordſhip an extra 


ordinary Mark of her Majeſty's Favour, by promoting 


fomewhat e 


of 


Brok we part with this Subject, in order to account, as 
we have promiſed to do, for what paſſed this Year in the e. 
Indies, it is requiſite to ſpeak of the Paſſage of the Queen of Por- 
tugal, on board our Fleet to Liſbon. Her Majeſty was ſtiled, be- 
fore her Marriage, The Arch-Dutcheſs Mary- Ann of Auſtria, 
Daughter to the Emperor Leopald, and Siſter to the Emperor 
Foſeph. This Marriage was thought to be highly Advantageous 
to the Common Cauſe, and was therefore very grateful to our 


Court, who readily offered to ſend her Majeſty to Liſbon on 


board a Britiſh Squadron. In the Beginning of the Month of Sep- 


tember, ſhe ſet out for Holland, where Rear-Admiral Baker at- 
tended, with a ſmall Squadron, in order to bring her over.z which 


he accordingly did, on the 25th of that Month, and landed her 


P What J have here advanced, is on all Hands allowed, and even 


by Biſhop Burnet himſelf, who confeſſes, that much greater Care 


was taken of our Trade, and the French Privateers were more ef- 
fectually reſtrained, than in any Year ſince the War began. Burchet, 
Burnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 1708. 
Annals of Queen Anne, &c. | 
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at Poriſmbuth, where ſhe ftaid ſome Days, at the Houſe of The- 
mas Ridge, Eſq; and the Queen, being then at Mind ſor, ſent 
i Duke of Grafton, to compliment her Maj 


Stay in England; un- 


| to the 
fo long expected Fleet, were near the Coaſt. Several other Ships 


came in afterwards, ſo that, out of about a hundred Sail, there 


—̃̃̃ K— 
was e was a g : 
tity of Gold in Specic abyard 4. * - 


4 Colonel Godfrey, who had married the Duke of Marlborough's 


Siſter, was ſent to Portſmouth, to defray the Expences of the Queen 


of Portugal's Houſhold, while ſhe continued there, and accorcingly 
he kept eight Tables all that Time Her Majeſty, in Teſtimory of 


her grateful Senſe of the Honours paid her by our Court, made a 
Preſent to the Duke of Grafton of a Diamond Ring worth 12,c00 
Crowns, and gave Admiral Byng her Picture, ſet with Diamonds to a 
very great Value. Her Paſſage was remarkably Happy, as ſhe was 
not above ten Days at Sea. 
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the Year 1708, that Part of the World was much alarmed with 
the News of M. du Cafſe's Arrival, with a French Squadron of 
great Force, and which, it was ſuppoſed, had ſome Deſign 
the Iſland of Famaica. This Apprehenſion, however, ſoon 
ver, upon the Commodore's receiving certain igen 


that 


of ſome 

perfectly the Route of the Galleons : He knew that they were ta 
ſail from Porto- Ballo, to Carthagena, and from thence to the Ha- 
 wannah, and, as he was very ſenſible, that it was to no | 
to attempt them after they had joined Du Caſſe, he was reſolved 

to try, if it was not poſſible to intercept them in their from 
Porto- Bello, to Cartbagena. With this View he ſent 
Humphrey Pudner, in The Severn, to watch the Enemy's Moti- 
ons, in Porto- Bello, from whom he received Advice, on the 23d 
of May, that on the 19th the Galleons were failed. The Com- 
modore had then with him, The Expedition, 
and Vulture Fire-ſhip, and cruized to the 27th, in Expectation of 
pros pw but not meeting with them, the 8 began 
to fear they had igence of his being on the and were 


diſintereſted Diſpoſition,'and from his Defire to contribute in every Re- 
ſpect to the Protection of their Trade, which he did not only without 
ing, but even without accepting any Gratifications, as the Mer- 
Chants themſelves wrote over to the Board of Admiralty. 
© Hiſtoire Militaire, tom. vi. p. 124. 3 
* This was an Affair of prodigious Conſequence; for firft, the Gal - 
leons had not returned for feveral Years, and conſequently were extra- 
vagantly rich. This very Squadron that yas attacked by Commodore 
; Wager, 
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— 3 to * — reſold to 
07 drew. 
mi a 

the Centre, the Vice-Admiral; with the fame Nene n ot the Fere- 


top-maſt-head in the Rear, and the Rear-Admiral, who bore the | 


ab — the Admiral him 
Brid ger, who commanded The Kt: 


Capt Edward Windſor, with Orders to attack the Rear-Admiral 
„57 — 
ed to the Windwardl -. 

— THz Sun was juſt ſetting, 


Hour and halfs Time (it being dark) ſhe blew up, not without 
Danger to The Expedition, from the Splinters and Planks 
Adin Boe: boca ker, on fire, and the great Heat of the Blaſt. 
keeping Company, and endeavoured - to continue Sight of ſome 
of the Enemy's Ships; but finding after this Accident, they began 


-to ſeparate, and diſcovering but OG EP IEICE" Admi- 


Wager, had on wa 1 The 8 ** French de- 
pended entirely upon this Supply, their Caſh and Credit being abſo- 
lutely worn out, ſo that their Mint-Bills were at 30 and 40 per Cent. 
Diſcount. It was for theſe Reaſons, that Care was taken to ſend ſo 
ſtrong a French Squadron into the Weſt-Indies, and under the Com- 
mand too, of an Officer, who, beſides his high Reputation in every 
c of any Man, with thoſe 
eas 

Commodore Wager, was wont to ſay in private Converſation, 
that a Man, who would not fight for a Galleon, would fight for no- 


thing ; and probably, it was in a full Perſuaſion of this, that he at- 
W 


— 


of S ANNE. 69 
, he made Sail after her, and coming up about ten o Clock, 
n he could not judge which Way her Head lay, it being very 
dark, he happened to fire his Broad-ſide, at leaſt many Guns in- 
to her Stern, which did ſo much Damage, that it ſeemed to diſ- 
her from 


ard, | 


ind being at N. E. an eaſy Gale, Then he 
= out the Signal for The King/ten and Portland to chaſe to 
indward, not being able himſelf to make Sail, being much diſ- 
abled ; and, as he had a great Part of his Men in the Prize, ſo 
were there no leſs than 300 Priſoners on board his own Ship *. 
Om Sunday the 3oth, the Wind being from the N. E. to N. 
N. W. and but little of it, The Kingfton and Portland had left off 
Chace; but he made the Signal for continuing it, which they did, 
and ran him out of Sight, the Fireſhip ftill continuing with him, 
and he having lain by ſometime, not only to put the Prize in a Con- 
dition of failing, but to refit his own Rigging, made fail Eaſtward 
on the 31ft, when the Ting ſton and Portland joined him, and gave 
him an Account, that the Ship they chaſed, was the Vice-Admiral; 
to which, as they ſaid, they came fo near, as to fire their Broad 
ſides into her; but were ſo far advanced towards the Salmadinas, 
a Shoal off of Carthagena, that they were forced to tack, and 
leave her. This gave the Commodore great Uneaſineſs, and de- 
termined him to call the Captains of theſe Ships to Account; but, 
in the mean time, he ſent them Orders to take, or deſtroy a 
Galleon of forty Guns, which he underſtood, by a Swediſb Ship 
that had been trading at Baru, had taken Shelter in that Iſland. 
She was juſt coming out of Port, as the Kingſton and Portland 

appeared ; upon which, her Crew ran her a-ſhore, ſet her on fire, 
and blew her up, fo that nothing could be got out of her, as our 
Captains affirmed, and as it appeared to the Commodore after- 
wards, was true. On the 2d of Fune, the Commodore, finding 
his Proviſions and Water ſhort, the Wind contrary, and nothing 
E 3 more 


.  Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon. Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for 
1708 ; Annals of Queen Anne ; Pointer's Chronol. Hiſt. &c. 
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to be done in thoſe Partz,reſolved to ſet the Spun 
2 on the i of Born 


and the Spaniſh Rear-Admiral retained, as Jong 
a grateful Senſe of the Commodore s Civility 7 
On the 8th of July, The Expedition, g len, and V ulture 
Fire-ſhip, brought the Prize ſafe into Port-Royal Harbour, where 
the Commodore ſoon after arrived. He found, at his Return, 
the new Act of Parliament for the Diſtribution of Prizes ; and 
though gþ he Lad bfoge panned the Sailors — under as 7 
thought fit, when the Prize was taken, 
gents, in Ce te Abe inte —— 


Long to deliver 30,000 l. worth of Silver, and 
Saas — in order to 
the Upri of his Intentions. He likewiſe Care to dif- 


tch oper Imelligence to England, that Ships might be fitted 
en for the Galleons that had eſcaped ; and on the 23d 
of July, he held a Court-Martial on the two Captains, who had 


9 ny is MER WA 4 


ſeph, carried 64 Guns, and had 600 Men, of 

were ſaved, and had on Board about ſeven Millions in Gold and Sil- 
ver ; the Vice- Admiral mounted 64 Guns, and had between four 
| five hundred Men, with about Millions ; the Rear-Admira 
mounted 44 Guns, but carried eleven more in her Hold, and had on- 
ly thirteen Cheſts of Pieces of Eight, and fourteen Sows of Silver; 
the reſt of the Galleons were for the moſt Part loaded with Cocoa. 
It is very remarkable, that in all the Action, the Commodore had but 

82882 and 223 I ſhall take this Opportunity of 

ling a ſuccin& Account of a oit performed by an 

Jiſh Officer a little before the taking Eb. Gs Os Card, 

Commander of a Privateer — of about 100 . meeting . 
fourteen Sail of Brigantines, and Sloops, laden with valuable Goods, 
going from the Galleons at Porto Bello, to Panama, under Convoy of 
a Guard ſſoop, bravely fought the Guard- ſloop, and took her, and fix 
more. The Spaniards offered the Captain 180,000 Pieces of Eight 
a the 11 of the Sloop, which he refuſed. 


a e London Gazette, No. 4476, we have followi Ac- 
count 1 00 the Proceedings of this Court-h Martial. * * 


At a Court - Martial held on Board her Majeſty's . Expedition, 
at Port- Rats Jamaica, the 23d of July, 1708, 


PRE: 


Of N ANNE. 7” 
A few Days after, the Commodore received a Commiſſion, 
— oe. a; 
4 
PRESE N T, 
Nr e a Squadron of her 
Mae eſt-Indies, Pxzs1D8nT. 


onal Courage being alledged againſt him, this Court does 

him guilty of the Breach of Part of the ng od obo 
Articles of War, and for the ſaid Offence, do diſmiſs him, the faid 
8 Bridges, from being Captain of her Majefty's Ship, 


Captain Edward Windſor, Commander of her Majeſty's Ship The 
Portland, being tried for not doing his Duty, in a late Action with 
the Spaniſh Galleons, on the Coaſt of Carthagena, in New Spain, on 
the 28th,29th, and zoth of May laſt ; it did appear, by Evidence upon 
Oath, That the ſaid Captain Edward Windſor was flack in his Duty, 
by not bearing ſo near the Enemy, as to keep Sight of ſome of them, 
when they were engaged on the 28th at Night; that upon chafing the 
Enemy, next Day, by Signal from the Commodore, he left off Chace, 
and bore down to the Kingſton, in the Evening, when he ought not 
to have done ſa ; and that on the zoth, when the Kingſton and Port- 
land chaſed the Vice-Admiral of the Galleons, near Salmadinas, he 
ſhortned Sail before he came up with the ſaid Ship, ſofar as he might 
have done; but it appears, that he was led into theſe Miſtakes thre' 
want of Judgment, and having too great a Regard to Captain Bridges, 
of the Kingſton, as a Senior Officer. This Court having duly con- 
fidered the whole Matter, do find him guilty of the Breach of ſome 
Fart of the 12th, and Part ofthe 14th Articles of War; and _— 
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his taking of the Galleon; and therefore, as Mr. Lediard very juſtly 
obſerves, ought not to be conſidered as a Reward for that Action; 
in which Light, however, many other Writers have placed it. 
Captain John Edwards Fay at Jamaica, with The — 


a third Rate; The Ferſey, a Fourth; and The Roebuck, à fiſth 
Rate, — t the r- Admiral i Orders, to ſend Home with 


him, The be Tapes tion, Wi ndſer, Aſſiſtance, Dolphin, Dunkirk's 
Prize, and Vulture Fire-ſhip, with which he complicd ; and by 
the latter End of September, they all failed for England, the Dun- 
kirts Prize excepted, which Frigate, not being in a Condition 
to be truſted home in the Winter, the Rear-Admiral ſent her 
out on a ſhort Cruize, with The Monmouth (the Ship in which 
he was to hoiſt his Flag) under the Command of his firſt Lieu- 
tenant, and The Expedition, Captain Purvis, and they brought 
in two French Merchant-ſhips, one of 100, the other 150 Tuns, 
Joaden with Wine, Brandy and other Goods, from Rochelle, to 
Petit Guavas ; but cruizing ſoon after on the Northſide of wir 
paniola, The Dunhkirk's Prize chaſed a French Ship, until ſhe ran 
on ſhore near Port Frangoiſe, and following her too 2 the Pi- 
e uainted, ſhe ſtruck upon a Led of Rocks, 
where, being a very weak Ship, ſhe ſoon bulged ; Pur- 
vis, with ſome of his M Men, got upon a ſmall Key „ or Iſland, 
mage fg French Ship and though he Loa fourteen 


Men, and —9 ts upon them, yet he hav- 
ts, with a Canoe <4 had taken, and made a 
3 he was ready to attack them, the French 
demanded Quarter, and — the Ship, upon Agreement 
that her Commander and Men ſhould be put on ſhore; and with 
this Ship, Captain Purvis arrived at Jamaica, with all his Com- 

, except twenty-one, who refuſed to aſſiſt in the Attempt, 
believing it altogether impoſſible to ſucceed therein ®® 
n 9 Intelligence ſent the Rear-Admiral from the Admiralty, 
that M. du Guat Trouin was failed with a ſtrong Squadron, 2 
it was believed might be intended to execute ſome Deſign u 
the Iſland of Jamaica, a Council of War was held on the 1 of 
December, 1 708, where were preſent, beſides Rear - Admiral 

0 Captain Trevor, of The Kingſion; Captain Pudner, of 
The Severn ; Captain Hutchins, of The Portland; Captain Ver- 
non, of The Ferſey; Captain Charles Hardy, of The Roebuck; 
and it being judged that, if they made ſuch an Attempt, it would 


ſaid Offence, do diſmiſs him, the ſaid Captain Edward Windſor, from 
being Captain of her Majeſty's Ship, Portland. 


* Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Com Hiſtory of Euro „ 
Life of * Anne, ge. * 7 ba 
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be againſt the Harbour of Port- Royal; it was determined, that 
all her Majeſty's Ships there, except ſuch as it might be neceſſa- 
ry to ſend Windward, for Intelligence, or on any other extraor- 
Sina ry Occafion, ſhould be drawn up in a Line, at the Entrance 
of the faid Harbour, ſo as that, with the Aſſiſtance of the Fort, 
they might in the beſt Manner defend it, and moſt the E- 
nemy. The 18th of January, another Council of War was 
called, and fince the Letter of Advice before-mentioned was da- 
ted, almoſt fix Months before, it was conſidered, whether the 


Squadron ſhould be kept any longer together, ſince the Enemy's 


Ships had not a ; and determined, that they ought to be em- 


ployed yed on nec Services. Thus we have brought the Proceed- 
ings in the II ft. Indies, down to the Cloſe of this Year, and, ac- 

| r the Method hitherto „we are now to return 
Home, and to give an Account of ſuch remarkable Events there, 
as have Relation to the Affairs of the Navy *. 
O the 27th of October, a Court Martial was held on board 
The Royal Anne, at Spithead, for the Trials of Captain Richard 
L 2 of The Cumberland, Fohn Balchen, of The 


Che 3 and Baron Wild, of The Royat Oak; the two 
for loſing their Ships, and the laſt for breaking the Line, diſ- 


ee Order, and of Duty. After a ſtrict Examina- 


Liberty given to the Perſons accuſed 
to make 1 and to produce whatever Teſtimonies 
were in their Power, C Edwards was moſt honourably ac- 
| l, and declared to have done his Du in every Reſpect as 

and Commodore ; and ohn Balcken was alſo 


uitted ; but Captain Baron Wild being found guilty of neglect 
3 = and diſobeying Orders, was not onl calhicred, but de- 
clared incapable of ever ſerving in the Royal Nav 


On the 28th of dealer, died his Royal 


| Ne George 
Prince of Denmark, Lord High Admiral of England, and her 

_ Britiſh Majeſty's Conſort, at Kenſington, of an Aſthma, He 
was born in 1653, married to her Majeſty the 28th of July, 
1683, and on = 13th of November, he was interred in the Ab- 
bey-Church of Weſtminſter, at ten in the Evening. At this 
Four, the Ordnance on the Platform, and on board all the Ships 
1 Portſmouth, were fired, a Minute after each 


other, 

The French Writers themſelves own, that Affairs went very Ul 
in this Part of the World; and Biſhop Burnet, who is uſually bard 
enough upon the Miſcarriages at Sea, has nothing to ſay as to this 
Year's Conduct. But that we did not take ſo many of the Galleops 
as was expected; yet he lays this at the right Door, I mean at that 
of the Captains broke by the Court- Martial. 


© Anuals of Queen Anne, Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, 
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« banck, and others depending 225 without any Ex- 
<* Ception, to 
<& half of the Fortifications be demoliſhed, "£3 ane ball of 
-: the Sackous, es up within two Months, and the other half 
C of the aid Fortifications razed, and the other half of the faid 

7 — filled up in two other Months, the whole to the Sa- 
L tisfaction of che Queen of Great Britain, and the Lords of 
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he Felina of = Grace) Peace; and that Miniſter 
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$ the States-General of the United Previnces ; and it hall never 
4c he allowed to re-eſtabliſh the faid Fortifications, or render the 
Harbour Navigable, directly or indirectly t“. 
I have taken Notice of this, in order to ſhew how Unanimoug 
all Parties in this Nation have ever been, as to their Sentiments on 
this Head; for it was Lord Somers who moved this Affair in the 
Upper Houſe; and this, therefore, ought to be conſidered as a di- 
rect Proof of the Diſpoſition of the Whig-Miniftry, as the in- 
ſerting a like Clauſe in the Treaty of Utrecht, plainly ſhews the 
Senſe of Tory-Miniſters; whence I conclude, that there muſt be 
a total Revolution of Parties in this Country, before there can a- 
riſe a Set of Men capable of weakning this Part of our Security, 
in any Reſpect, by conſenting to, or even conniving at the Re- 
ſtoring this Port, ſo fatal to the Commerce of the two Maritime 
Powers. To theſe Points, I ſhall add the Enquiry into the Con- 
duct of the Miniſtry in the late Invaſion, which was juſtified by the 
Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons, and the Diligence of the 
BEFORE we proceed to the Operations of the preſent Year, it 
may not be amiſs to take Notice of a great Naval Promotion made 
by her Majeſty, though it comes a little out of Time ; and for 
this Reaſon, becauſe, otherwiſe it might be omitted, though one 
of the nobleſt Teſtimonies of her Majefty's Concern 4 — 
for ſuch of her Subjects as had ſerved with extraordinary Diligence 
and Activity at Sea; for the Poſt of Rear-Admiral of Great-Bri- 
tain having been vacant ſince the Death of Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, 
her Majeſty, of her mere Grace and Favour, without the Inter- 
poſition of any of her Miniſters, beſtowed it on Sir John Leake, 
with this remarkable Compliment, That She was put in Mind of 
it by the Voice of her People. TIBET 
EARLY in the Spring, Lord Dur ſtey, who commanded in the 
Soundings, was at Sea with his Squadron, and took ſeveral 


þ- 


having only with him The Kent, Plymouth, Monk, and Lite 
field, fell in with eleven Sail, twelve Leagues from Scilly. This - 
| about three in the Morning, and their Lights being ſeen, 
his Lordſhip made the Signal for Wearing, which was obeyed, 
though not without Danger of falling amongſt the Enemy; for 
this proved to be M. du Guai Trouin's Squadron. However, 


« Theſe Articles may be found in all the General Collections; par- 
_ ticularly in The Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, before mentioned, 
145, W Burnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, 
Annals of Queen Anne, Chandler's Debates, &c. See the 
London-Gazeite, No. 4481, and the Memoirs of Sir John Leake. 


Prizes 
ftom the French; and on the 22d of February, his Lordfhi 
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through the Darkneſs of the Weather, his Lordſhip miſſed them; 
ſtretching away for Plymouth, Captain Stuart of The 
Dartmouth, whom his Lordſhip had ſent in, a little before with 

Prize, informed him, that he had been chaſed by nine 
; Lizard, and that they were the ſame, in his Judg- 
ich had fallen in with, and engaged Captain Tollat, in 
om Jreland*. This Affair having made a great 
Noi doing much Honour to the Bravery of our Engliſb 
Officers, I ſhall give a particular Account of it from the Captain's 
On the 25th of February, Captain Tollet, in The Aſſurance, 


About ſeven, they came within random ſhot ; 8 i 
for the Merchants to bear away for their Security; ſome of 
them, with The Angleſea and The Sunderland, having before loſt 
Company. About Eight, the Enemy bore down in a Line, and 
when they were come within Muſket-ſhot, they hoiſted French 
Colours. The French Commodore, which was a Ship of 70 
Guns, or upwards, came ranging along the Larboard-ſide of 
The Aſſurance, and fell aboard her, ſo that they ed Yard- 
arm and Yard-arm, for almoſt the Space of half an Hour; du- 
ring which, the Frenchman plied Captain Tollet ſo warmly with 
ſmall Shot, that they cut off moſt of his Marines and Seamen, 
that were quartered on Deck. They then put off, and fell on 
board again on the Lee-fide of The Aſſurance, firſt ranging on her 
Bow, and then on her Quarter, while ſhe fired her upper Deck, 

and part of her lower Deck Guns, with ſuch Vigour, that ſhe 
obliged the Enemy to ſheer off, and ſtand away a-head towards 
the Merchantmen. The three other Ships, which were of forty 
or fifty Guns, then came ranging along The Aſſurance, firing ſe- 
veral Broadſides into her, and after that, bore away as the for- 
mer. The Damage ſhe received, was very great; her Sides were 
ſhot through and through in'a great many Places; her Shrouds 
and Back- ſtays cut to Pieces, as likewiſe her Main and Falſe- 
Ray ; which, if not timely ſeen, had occaſioned the Loſs of 
her Maſt. Her Fore-ſail and Foretop-ſail were torn to pores : 


u Burchet, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, Annals of Queen Anne 
Life of Queen Anne, &c, ? ws 
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The Aſſurance, 


it muſt have been Ma 4 
The French Journals of 


after, he inſorms us, that the 
thoſe Times, acknowledge the ſame Thing, and own, that their Ships 


to the Dates in this 


happened the Day 


That Captain Tollet failed from Cork on 
= Memoires de Monſieur Guai Trouin. 


former Account, 


on the 6th ; but he does not tell us of what 
Mr. Lediard ſaw, and corrected this Miſtake ; but without 


truſt to that Method. 


- and 1 
the 


521, is a Letter from on board 
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: 
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us any Authority, though he happens to be right in his 


a Miſtake, as he has done, with reſpect 
the Engagement is expreſly ſaid to have 


We do not, however, 


Month, though from 
No. 


the 25th of 


ment. He tells us, p. 723, 
| t happened 


3425 
e 


12 


ft 


tors chat Ph 


\ 


3+ 


F J's: 


Us 
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treated ; and that, if our 


1 


teers, each of which was of greater Force 
would have been difficult for them to ef; 


call the 
Ls 


French'Man of War taken in this Engagement, Le Glorie ; but it 


cape 


All our Public Accounts 


Squadron had been firon- 
ubliſhed by the Admiralty, it a 
ery warm Diſpute, in which ſhe had ſeventy 


Men killed and wounded. The French Man of War was taken by 


In the Account 
ptai 


from the French Writers, that the true Name of it was, 


it 


London - Gazette, No. 4531. 


Qnptain Thomas Matthews, now Admiral and Commander in Chief 


in the Mediterranean. 


mouth to Liſbon, after a v 
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diately retaken, on board which, the Captain put 
with forty Men, and then continued the 


rope, Burchet, Annals of Queen 


* 


Ship of fiſty 
a ſixty Gun Shi 


He accordingly, failed directly for Ber- Hauen, at the very 
trance of which, he met one of the Privateers, and the Prize, 


making the beſt of their Way to France. The Prize, was imme 
| his Lieutenant, 
Chace all Night; but 
finding the Privateer had given him the Slip, he the next Morn- 
ing entered Bantry-Bay, and took the other Privateer, with 
thirty Men on board, moſt of them Iriſb, whom he ſent to the 
+4 CY Prifon, | 


Ses the London-Gazette, No. 4545. Compleat Hiſtory of Eu- 


ken from that in the 


Byng and General St 


Priſon of Cori, in order to be tried for High-Treaſon?. Three 
Weeks afterwards, the ſame Officer had the good Luck to ſur- 
prize a French Privateer of twelve Guns and ninety Men, on the 
very Point of taking three Merchantmen, richly laden, all of whom 
he brought ſafe into the Port of Londonderrya. 

Irx is now Time to return to the Proceedings of Sir George 
Byng, whom we left in the Harbour of Port-Mahon, where he 
was extreamly diſtreſſed for want of Naval Stores, which were 
on board The Arrogant, a Ship that had _ _—_—_— 
Arrival in that Harbour, in queſt of which he detached Ships 
Majorca, and Cagliari ; and at the ſame Time diſpatched 8 
rn. Whitaker, who was ſtill on the Coaſt of Ha- 


ly, to join him with his Squadron, in caſe the Emperor's Troops, 
that were deſigned for Catalonia, were not as yet ready. All the 


Month of February, 1709, was ſpent in tedious ExpeRations ; 


but at laſt, about the Middle of March, Sir Edward Whitaker 


— 
ces, in order to attempt ſomething for the 


lief of Alicant, then 


beſieged by an Army of 12, ooo Men; and for the Safety of 


King Charles had expreſied unuſual Concern. As this 


City and Caſtle had been taken, as we before have ſhewn, by 


the remarkable Valour of the Brit;fþ Seamen ; as the preſent 


Siege of it was one of the moſt remarkable Actions in this Age 


and as the Attempt made for its Relief, cannot well be underſtood 


without it; I ſhall take the Liberty of giving a ſuccin& Account 


of the whole Affair, from the Time the Place Was inveſted, ta 
its ſurrender”. 

ALICANT i is a City and Port — by a ſtrong 
Caſtle, ſtanding on a Rock, at a ſmall Diſtance from the Sea, 
and about — Miles South from the capital City of Va- 
lentia. There was in it, a pretty good Garriſon, under the Com- 
mand of Major General Richards; which made an obſtinate De- 
fence againſt a very numerous Army of the Enemy, with a very 
large Train of heavy Artillery, and excellently ſupplied with Am- 
munitiom At laſt, the City being abſolutely untenable, the Ga- 
riſon reſolved to retire into the Caſtle, which had hitherto been 


eſteemed * They ſunk three Ciſterns in the ſolid 


Rock, 


= » See Lakes Das, No. 4544, Pointer" 5 Chronological Hiſtory, , 
Compleat Hiſtory of Europe. 
9 See the London - Gazette. No. 4556. 
r Burchet, Oldmixon, complete — of Europe, * of 
Queen Anne, &c. 
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arrived with about 3500 Men, to the great Joy of Sir George 
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Kock, and then, with incredible Labour, filled them with Wa- 
ter. The Troops that retired into it, were Sir Charles Ho- 
tham's Regiment, and that of Colonel Sibowrg, generally called 
the French Regiment, becauſe it was compoſed of Refugees. 
After ſome Progreſs made in this ſecond Siege, the French ſaw 
that it was impoſſible to do any great Matter in the uſual Way, 
and therefore, contrary to all Expectation, refolved upon a 
Work, exceſfively laborious, and, in all outward Appearance, 
impracticable; which was that of Mining through the ſolid 
Rock, in order to blow up the Caſtle and its Garrifon into the 
Air At firſt, Major-General Sibourg, and all the Of- 
- acers in the Place, looked upon — Scheme as a Thing 
utterly impracticable, and were ſecretly well pleaſed with their Un- 
dertaking, in hopes it would give Time for our Fleet to come 
to their Relief; yet, this did not hinder them from doing all 
chat lay in their Power, to incommode the Workmen, and, at 
laſt, to countermine them ee age 
Tre Beſiegers, however, wrought ſo inceſſantly, and brought 
ſuch Numbers of Peaſants, to aſſiſt them in their Labours, that 


they, having, in about twelve Weeks time, finiſhed the Works 


thought proper for their Service, by very experienced Engineers, 
and them with 1,500 Bavrels of Powder, ſeveral large 
Beams, Iron Bars and Crows, and other Utenſils of Deſtruc- 
tion, ſummoned the Caſtle to ſurrender, March 2oth, moſt 
ſolemnly aſſuring a ſafe and honourable Convoy to Barcelona, 
with Bag and Baggage for every Perſon in it, if they ſubmit- 
ted within three = and fo prevented the Ruin of the Caſtle ; 
but otherwiſe no Mercy, if any might accidentally eſcape the 
Blow : And, to ſhow the Reality of their Deſign, they defired 
the Gariſon might depute three, or more Engineers, with other 
Gentlemen of competent Skill, to view their Works, and make 
-a faithful Report of what they ſaw. Accordingly, two Field- 
-Officers went to the Mine, and were allowed the Liberty of 
making what Scrutiny they pleaſed : upon which, they told the 
Governor, that if their Judgment failed them not, the Explo- 
tion would up the whole Caftle to the Eaftermoſt Battery, 
unleſs it took Vent in their own Counter-Mine, or Vein; but 
at leaft, they conceived it would carry away the Sea-Battery, 
the Lodging-Rooms in the Caſtle-Cloſe, ſome of the Cham- 
bers cut for Soldiers Barracks, and, they feared, affect the great 
Ciſtern *, A Grand 


* Burchet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, Annals of 
Queen Anne, Pointer's Chronological Hiftory. . * Taubman's Me- 
moirs of the Britiſh Fleets and Squadrons in the Mediterranean, _ 

: 0 


A Grand Council of War We the French 
Meſſage delivered, and the Engineers made their Report; the 
Beſieged ackno their want of Water; but believing the 
Fleet might be ſenſible of their Diſtreſs, and uently under 
fome Concernfor their Relief, their unanimous Reſolution was, 
to commit themſelves to the Providence of God, and, whatever 
Fate attended them, to ſtand the ſpringing of the Mine, The 
Prench were extremely concerned at this Anſwer, and the ſecond 
Night of the three allowed, ſent to divert them from what they 
_ called Obftinacy, offering the fame honourable Articles as before, 
upon that late Com 4 but theſe ſtill were rejected by the Be- 
ged. The fatal third Night approaching and no Fleet ſeen, 
the French ſent their laſt Summons, and withal, an Aſſurance, 
that their Mine was primed, and ſhould be fp 9 
the next Morning; and though, as 12 | Hope and 
Proſpect of Relief was vain, yet there was room for Mercy 
Rill, and the Terms already propoſed, in their Power to accept. 
| The Beſieged perſiſted in the Reſult of their firſt Council, and 
the French met their uſual Anſwer again; therefore, as a Pro- 
logue to their intended Tragedy, they ordered all the Inhabitants 


of that Quarter, to withdraw from their Houfes before five 
o Clock the enfuing Morning. The Beſieged, in the mean 
Time, kept a general Guard, devoting themſelves to Medita- 
tions. The Major-General, Colonel Sibourg, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Thornicreft, of Sir Charles Hotham's Regiment, fat ta- 
gether in the Governor's uſual Lodging Room ; other Officers 
cantoned themſelves as their Temper inclined them to paſs the 

melancholy Night 
Ar length, Day appearing, the Governor was informed, that 
the Inhabitants were flying in Crowds to the Weſtermoſt Part of 
the Town. The Governor, attended with the above-mentioned 
Gentlemen, and about five or fix other Officers, went to the 
Weſt-Battery, to inform himſelf better. After he had remained 
there about a Quarter of an Hour, Lieutenant- Colonel Thorni- 
croft deſired him to remove, as being unable to do any Ser- 
vice there; he and Colonel $:5ourg both anſwered, that no 
Danger was to be apprehended there, more than in any 
| other Place; and that there they would wait the Rent. The 

Lieutentant-Colonel remained, becauſe his Superiors did, and 
other Officers imitated the fame Example: But the Hour of 
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five being now conſiderably paſt, the Corporals Guard cried 
out, that the Train was fired, obſerving ſome Smoak from the 
lighted Matches, and other combuſtible Matter near it, from 
whence the ſame aſcended to the Centinels above. The Gover- 
nor and Field-Officers were then urged to retreat ; but refuſed. 
The Mine at laſt blew up; the Rock and ſhut ; the 
whole Mountain felt the Convulſion ; the Governor and Field- 
Officers with their Company, ten Guns, and two Mortars, were 
buried in the Abyſs; the Walls of the Caſtle ſhook, part of 
the great Ciſtern fell, another Ciſtern almoſt cloſed, and the 
Rock ſhut a Man to his Neck in its Clift, who lived many 
Hours in that _— Poſture. About thirty-ſix Centinels, 
and Women, were ſwallowed in different Quarters, whoſe dy- 
ing Groans were heard, ſome of them after the fourth mourn- 
ful Day. Many Houſes of the Town were overwhelmed in 
thcir Ruins, and the Caſtle ſuffered much ; but, that it wears 
any Form, at all, was owing to the Vent which the Exploſion 
torced through the Veins of the Rock, and the Countermine. 
After the Loſs of the Chief Officers, the Government fell of 
Courſe to Lieutenant-Colonel Dalbeume, of Sibourg's Regiment, 
who drew out a Detachment of the whole Gariſon, and with it, 
made a deſperate Sally, to ſhew how little he was moved at their 
Thunder. The Bombs from the Caſtle played on the Town 
more violently, and the Shot galled every Corner of their Streets; 
which Reſentment they continued till the Arrival of our Fleet, 
which they had expected ſo long. FF 
Om the 5th of April, about 8 o' Clock in the Morning, 
Sir E Puget, Whitaker's Squadron arrived and attempted the 


Caſtle's Relief; his Ships were, The Defiance, Northumberland, 


Eſerx, York, and Dunkirk. The laſt went within the Line, as 
drawing leſs Water than the other in three and a half Fathom; 
then laying her Broadſide to the Eaſt Part of the Town, began 
to Cannonade a Battery of four Guns, and two others raiſed 
under the Hill, each mounted with two Guns, and from the 
Mole-head, a forty-two Pounder. The Wind having been 
| freſh the Night before, and an unhappy Swell rolling in from 
the Eaſtward, at eleven, the great Ships were obliged to weigh 
their Anchors, making out of Cannon-Shot. The Dunkirk, 
having much of her Rigging damaged, and her ſmall Bower cut 
between One and Two, fell faſt a-ſtern, lying expoſed to the 
; a = Enemy's 


» This Major-General Richards, though an Engliſhman, was an 
Officer in the King of Spain's Service, and of the Romiſh Religion; 
there periſhed, beſides the Officers mentioned in the Text, five 
Captains, three Lieutenants, forty- two Soldiers, all the Miners, and 
about thirty Pealants, = - 5 
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Enemy's Shot, Bombs, and Carcaſſes, tif Three in the Aſter- 
noon, at which Time, by winding the right Way, ſhe got off. 
The Weather continuing very bad till the 7th, and it being not 
known what Extremities the Gariſon might be under, and the 
Enemy encreaſing conſiderably in Strength, the General ſent a 

of Truce a-Shore, with Propoſals for ſurrendering the 
Caſtle; which — agreed to, and our Men embarked, the Ad- 
miral (Sir George Byng) proceeded with his Troops towards 
Barcelona, having detached ſome Ships to cruize for the Turkey- 
Fleet ; others, with Tranſports for Corn, to Barbary ; and The 
_ Suffolk, Humber, and Ipſwich, which he left to clean at Port- 
hon, were under Orders to proceed to Genoa and Final, for 
tranſporting the German Troops from thoſe Places to Catalonia. 
In his Way to Barcelona, he landed General Stanhope, with the 
Troops at Terragona, and returning with the Gariſon of the 
Caſtle of Alicant, to Port- Mahon, joined ſome other Ships to 
thoſe he firſt intended for Genoa and Final, and ſent them thither 
under Command of Sir Edward Whitaker ; but directed him 
firſt to proceed to Leghorn, for a Supply of Proviſions, which 
was at this Time very much wanted. The few Ships he had 


with him at Port-Mahon, he was cleaning as faſt as poſſible, that 


ſo they might cruize againft the Enemy, who had taken The 
Faulcon, a Ship of thirty-two Guns, off of Cape de Gar, in her 
Paſſage to Liſbon, from whence he had ordered Sir John Jennings 
to join him with the Ships under his Command, who was off of 
Gibraltar, the 21ſt of May, with ſixteen Men of War, Engliſh 
and Dutch, and about forty Tranſports, loaden with Corn, as 
alſo Proviſions and Stores for the Fleet in the Mediterranean, 
and arrived at Port-Mahen, the 28th; from whence he guarded 
the Corn-Ships to Barcelona, and was joined the 8th of une 
by Sir George Byng, with the reſt of the Engliſh and Dutch 
Men of War; and there Sir Edward Whitaker arrived with his 
Squadron from Italy, and above two thouſand Recruits for the 
Army in Catalonia. A Council of War being held, it was de- 
termined, that ſince the King of Spain, as the Poſture of Af- 
fairs then was, could not come to any Reſolution relating to 
the Fleets aſſiſting in the Reduction of thoſe Parts of Spain, ſtill 
in the Poſſeſſion of the Enemy, to fail to a Station ten Leagues 
South of Cape Toulon, not only for intercepting their Trade, 
but to alarm them all that might be; but ſince it was neceſſary, 
that a Squadron ſhould be on the Coaſt of Portugal, Sir John 
Jennings was ſent thither with one Ship of the ſecond Rate, 
four of the Third, five of the — and three of the — 

3 IR 
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Sin George Byng arrived before Toulon the 24th of June, in 
which Harbour he faw only eight Ships rigged, and one large 
Man of War on the Careen, the reſt being diſarmed; which 
ſatisfied him, that the Informations he had formerly received, 
were true; that the Enemy did not intend, in Fact was not able, 
to bring out any Fleet that Year ; but were reſolved, to content 
themſelyes with ſending out ſmall Squadrons to protect their 
Corn-Fleets. After thus inſulting Toulon, he in a ſhort Time 
returned to Barcelona Road, where he found moſt. of the Ships 
arrived from the Services upon which. he had ſent them ; and 
ſome of them, particularly The Centurion, and Dunkirk, had 
been ſo fortunate as to make a great many Prizes. The Court 
of Spain was, at the Inſtance of Cardinal Grimani, very de- 
ſirous to have the Reduction of Sicily attempted, and was in- 
formed by General Stanhope, that it was her Majeſty's Plea- 
ſure, Part of the Fleet ſhould affiſt in the Deſign upon Cadiz; 
| but the Dutch Ships having been ſeparated in. bad Weather, 
and ours being too few to anſwer the e and many other Ser- 
vices the 2 he * ſome Time * 
coming to an ution, being every in Expectation of 
the Skips of he States-General. But at length he formed a 
Diſpoſition of her Majeſty's Ships, and appointed Sir Edward 
| Whitaker for the Service of Siczly, while he himſelf deſigned to 
proceed on the other, with General Stanhope. The 26th of 
 Fuly, the Court of Spain having Notice of the Enemy's pene- 
trating into the Lampaurdan, with Intention, as we apprehended, 
to beſiege Girone; and there being a want of Ships to pro- 
tet the Coaſts of Catalania, and hinder, the Enemy's having 
Supplies by Sea, as alſo a Squadron to bring over the Prizes 
with Corn, from Porto Farina, which they were in great Want 
of in that Principality, and ſome Ships to go to [taly, for Mo- 
ney, for ſubſiſting the Troops, the Court ſeemed to lay aſide the 
Deſign, on Sicily, and the Admiral ſent five Ships for the afore- 
ſaid Veſſels with Corn ?. 
THe Warmth, impatience and Irreſolution of the Court at 
Barcelona, obliged the Admirals to drop theſe great Deſigns.; for, 
without regard to what had been reſolved, or even for what them- 
ſelves had demanded before, they were continually deſiring ſome- 
thing new to be done for them, without ever conſidering, that it 
was impoſſible our Ships could perform one Service, without ne- 
glecting another. Thus, upon an Apprehenſion that the Enem 
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would attack Girone, the Engliſh Ships were deſired to intercept 
their Proviſions. Soon after, they were diſtreſſed for want of Pro- 
viſions themſelves, and then the moſt neceſſary Thing that could 
be done, was, to ſend for the Prizes laden with Corn from Port- 
Farina. By that Time this was reſolved on, Money grew ſcarce 
and then his Catholick Majeſty hoped, that the Engliſb Ships 
would go and fetch it immediately from Italy. The Manner in 
which theſe Damands were made, and the Apprehenſions the Of- 
ficers were under, of Complaints being ſent Home, induced them 
to comply with every Thing, as far as was in their Power; ſo 
that, of Neceflity, the Expedition againſt Sicily was laid aſide. 
Our Admirals, however, till flattered themſelves that ſomething 
might be done at Cadiæ, where it was known the People were in 
want of Bread, and were, beſides, highly diſcontented with the 
French Government ; 

On the 27th of Fuly, the Dutch Squadron arrived from Leg- 
horn, upon which, Sir George Byng called a Council of War, 
and laid before them the Queen's Orders, the Deſires of his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty, and the Project formed by themſelves for at- 
tempting Cadiz ; but the Commander in Chief of the Dutch Ships 
excuſed himſelf, declaring, That they were ViQualled only till 
the End of Auguſt, which diſabled him from Undertaking any 
Service beyond the 20th of that Month. It was then agreed, that 
Sir George Byng ſhould proceed to Cadiz, and the Dutch be em- 
ployed in other Services; which, however, could not be execu- 
ted: and, therefore, Sir, George Byng reſolved to return to Eng- 
land, where he ſafely arrived, on the 25th of September, leaving 
Sir Edward Whitaker, with a pretty ſtrong Squadron in the Me- 
diterranean, where, in the Bay of Roſes, he diſcovered the Grand 
_ Convoy, intended for the French Service in the Lampondan, which 
conſiſted of forty large Veſſels, laden with Corn, and other Pro- 
viſions, of which he took thirty, and hindered the reſt from put- 
ting to Sea; by which the Enemy was greatly diſtreſſed, and King 
Charles's Army ſo happily W with Proviſions, as to be able 


lt was a great Misfortune to King Charles, that he had no body 
about him capable of giving him good Advice, or of conſidering what 
was fit to be undertaken in the Situation his Affairs were in. This 
ſingle Miſtake of graſping every Thing, when ſcarce any Thing was 
in his Power, proved the Ruin of all his Undertakings; though, as 
this Hiſtory fully ſhews, our Sea · Officers did for him all he could ex- 
pect, and more a great deal than the Officers of any other Nation 
would have done, as is evident from The Impartial Inquiry into the 
— of the War with Spain, and all the Hiſtories of thoſe 
imes. 
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to keep the Field, which otherwiſe they could not have done *; 
and having thus attended our Fleets in the Mediterranean, as long 


as they were employed in any Service; we ſhall now return to 


the Exploits performed in the Soundings, by Lord Durſley, with 
the Squadron under his Command. eons 
Six George Byng, in his Return from the Mediterranean, ha- 
ving obtained an exact Account of the Strength, Station, and De- 
ſigns of M. du Guai Trouin, ſent an Account of it to the Lord 
igh-Admiral, who immediately diſpatched it to Lord Durſley, 


who was juſt returned from cruizing for a Corn-Fleet, which the 


French expected from the Baltick, His Lordſhip's Inſtructions 
were, to give the Enemy all the Diſturbance he could, and to 
take particular Care of the Meſi-India Trade, the Intercepting 
of which was principally deſigned by M. du Guai Trouin. On 
the 8th of October, his Lordſhip failed from Plymouth, with one 


third Rate, and two Fourths, Mag before detached Captain 
e 


Vincent with fix Ships, to ſecure the Meſi-India Fleet; and ſoon 
after, his Lordſhip joined that Detachment, by which, he effectu- 
ally prevented the French from ſucceeding in their Deſign. On 
the laſt of October, his Lordſhip being then off Scilly, took a 


large French Ship from Guardalupe d, and a ſmall Privateer. 
Three Weeks after, he met with the Barbadoes Fleet, and 


having ſufficiently ſtrengthen'd their Convoy, detached two 
Frigates for Intelligence, into the Road of Breff, that he 


might be the better enabled to undertake - further Service. 


While his Lordſhip was thus employed, there happened, in the 


latter End of November, ſuch an Accident to one of the Ships of 


his Squadron, as very well deſerves our Notice. Captain Hughes, 
in The Wincheſter, chaſed a Ship which proved to be a Dutch 
Privateer, whoſe Commander being required to ſtrike, he, in- 

ſtead of paying that Reſpect due to the Flag of England, _ 


I find this put in a much ſtronger Light by ſome Dutch-Writers, 
who tell us, that Admiral Whitaker, with fifteen Sail of Men of War, 


entered the Bay of Roſes, and deſtroyed fifty French Ships, laden with 


Corn. They add, that the Admiral would have aſſiſted his Catho- 
lick Majeſty, in reducing Roſes, which would have left the Enemy 
without a Sea-Port, in Catalonia ; but his Advice was not followed, 
which was much to the Prejudice of King Charles's Affairs. | 
According to ſome Accounts, this was a very conſiderable Prize; 
no leſs than a Ship of forty Guns, ſj with a Cargo worth 100,000 Pound. 
Indeed, this Lord took ſo many, and fo rich Prizes, that I do not 
wonder ſome of our Writers grew weary of ſetting them down ; for 


I obſerve, that ſometimes active Officers are not the greateſt Fa- 
vourites. Dy , M— 
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both great and ſmall Shot into him ; but being anſwered in the 
— alias th adiiſtete Ditute though it was known 
The Winchefter was an Engliſh Ship of War) the Commanding 
Officer was killed, and between thirty and forty of the Dutch Sea- 


men ©, | 
Hs Lordſhip being then Vice-Admiral of the Red, detached, 
on the gth of December, Captain Hartnol, in The Reſtoration, 
with four other Ships, to cruize fifteen or I e Weſt 
of Seilly, in order to protect ſome Eaſt India Ships, and their 
Convoys, from Jreland; and, on the 2d of January, was going 
from Plymouth, with ſeven clean Frigates to relieve them; but 
being ordered to proceed part of his Way with Sir Jahn Norris, 
towards Liſbon ; his Lordſhip, after complying with this Order, 
remained in his appointed Station till he was forced from it by foul 
Weather; which, however, gave him an Opportunity of taking 
a French Privateer of twenty Guns, and retaking the St. Peter of 
Dublin, a rich Ship, of which the Enemy had made themſelves 
Maſters, off Cape Clear. His Lordſhip, conſidering that the Eaft- 
India Trade were not yet arrived from [reland, appointed three 
Ships of his Squadron, to ſee them ſafe from thence. On the 
21ſt of February, The Kent brought into Plymouth a ſmall Pri- 
vateer, and a French Merchant-Ship, as The Reſtoration and 
Auguſt, did the next Day four more, which were bound from 
Nantz to Martinico; and not many Days after, his Lordſhip ap- 
pointed The Reftoration, and Auguſt, to ſee two Eaſi-India Ships 
well into the Sea; but, by contrary Winds, they were forced 
back again. The 10th of March, The Montague, took a Priva- 
teer of ten Guns, and his Lordſhip having ſeen the Eaft-India 
Ships, and thoſe bound to the Iſle of May, a hundred and fifty 
—_—_ from'Scilly, returned to Plymouth the gth of May: ſe- 
ven Days after which, The Lyon, Colcheſter, and Litchfield brought 
in four Prizes, two of them Privateers, the others Merchant-Ships ; 
when his Lordſhip leaving the Squadron, he came to Town, after 
having acquired as much Reputation as it was poſſible for an Offi- 
cer to do in that difficult Station 4, N 


BroxE 


<T cannot find any Account of this in the Dutch Writers, and I muſt 
confeſs, I wonder that Mr. Burchet gave it a Place in his Hiſtory. 
This, however, is certain, that the Behaviour of the Captain was 
not only right in itſelf, but ſo agreeable likewiſe to Lord Durſley, 
that ſoon after he hoiſted his Flag on board the Wincheſter. | 
4 Burchet ſays, That he obtained leave of the Lord High Admi- 
ral to come to Town : but that could not be ; for the Lord High Ad- 
miral was removed in the Beginning of November, and this was in 
the March following. I mention this only to ſhew the Inaccuracy 
of that Writer, in Things with which he ought to be beſt acquainted. 
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Berore I proceed to the Events in the Vas. Indies, I ſhall 
take Notice of ſome Accidents that in our Naval Affairs, 
and which ſeem to have the Attention of moſt, if not all 
our Hiſtorians. In the firſt Place, I am to obſerve, that in the 
latter End of June, her Majeſty's Ship The Fowey, of thirty- two 
Guns, was taken iN two French Men of 

War, of greater x the 23d of September, Captain 
 Hanuway, in her Majeſty's Ship The Plymonth, of ſixty Guns, ar- 
rived at Plymouth, with a French Man. of War, which he had ta- 
ken on the 20th Inſtant. Captain Hantuay, was bound to 
Plymouth, in order to repair ſome. Damages he had received ; and 
about ſeven Leagues N. W. by N. from the Deadman, he ſaw 
this Ship, and chaſed her two Hours, before he came up with her; 
as ſaon as he came near enough to engage, he fired upon her with 

eat Vigour, and after a ſharp Action, which above an 
ur, he obliged her to ſurrender. The French Ship was called 
The L' Adriad, had been fitted out from Dunkirk, commanded 
by the Sieur Facques Caſhard, having forty Guns mounted (but 
had Ports for forty-eight) and two hundred and fixty Men on 

Board; ſeveral of the Men belonging to The Plymouth being ſick 
on Shore, Captain Hamuay, could make Uſe of no more Guns 
in this Action, than the Enemy's Ship had mounted. The Cap- 
tain of The L' Adriad, with fourteen other Officers and Seamen, 
were killed in the Engagement, and ſixty wounded ; of The Ply- 
mouth's Company, the Captain of a Company of Marines, on 
Board, and ſeven Men were killed, and ſixteen wounded f, In 
the latter End of the Month of October, the Maiſt-India Fleet, 
being about 1 50 Leagues off the Lizard, met with a violent Storm, 

y which they were ſeparated from five Ships of War, appointed 
for their Convoy ; The Newcaſtle, which was one of them, being 
ſo ſhattered, that ſhe loſt her Main-maſt, and with much Difficul- 
ty got to Falmouth ; ſoon after, The Hampſhire and The Glouceſ- 
ter were attacked by the Squadron of MH. du Guai Trouin, and 
made a gallant Defence, notwithſtanding the great Inequality of 
Force; which, however, gave the Ships under their Convoy; an 
Opportunity to eſcape. At laſt, after ſeven Hours Fight, The 
Glouceſter, a ſixty Gun Ship, and juſt rebuilt, was taken; but 
The Hampſhire obliged the Enemy to ſheer off, and in a very 


* 
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* Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, vol. ii. p. 648. See Taub- 
man's Hiſtory, before cited. As for the French Hiſtorians, they ei- 
ther ſay nothing of this Matter, or they have multipled this into three 
Ships, and have given the Credit of taking them to Captain De L'Ai- 
agle, in The Phcenix. | 
See the London-Gazette, No. 4595. 
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ſhattered Condition, got into Baltimore x. On Chriſtmas-Day, 
The Solebay Man of War, with eight Merchant -Ships under her 
Convoy, bound to Lynn in Norfolk, were unfortunately loſt up- 
on Be/ton-Knock,. and only two Boats full of Men ſaved, out of 
all the Ships >. From theſe diſagreeable Accidents, let us now re- 
turn to the Conduct of Admiral Mager, in the Weft-Indies. 
As this Admiral had been always extremely careful of the 
Trade in that Part of the World, ſo, in the Spring of the Year 
1709, he ſent Captain Hatchins, in The Portland, to protect the 
T ing Sloops that were going to Porto-Bello, All the latter 
Part of the Month of Apru, Captain Hutchins lay in the 
Baſtimentos ; from whence, he deſcried four large Ships, 
two of fifty, and two of thirty Guns, in the Harbour of Porto- 
Bello. The two largeſt, as he was informed by the private 
Traders, were The Coventry, a fourth Rate, taken from us by 
the French, and The Minion, both from Guinea. On the 1ſt of 
of May he had Intelligence that they failed the Evening before; 
upon which, he ſtood to the Northward till the zd, when he 
gained Sight of them, about eight in the Morning, At Noon, he 
_ if their Hulls very plain, and they being to Windward, 
bore down to him, firing ſome Guns as they paſſed by ; ſoon 
after which, they wore, as if they deſigned to engage in the 
Evening, but-did not. It was little Wind, and about fix o'Clock 
he tacked upon them, and keeping Sight all Night, near eight 
in the Morning he came up within Piſtol-ſhot of The Minton, 
but was. obliged. to fight her to Leeward, becauſe he could not 
poſſibly carry. out his Lee-Guns, though the Ships of the Enemy 
did. The Coventry, after he had been warmly engaged, got 
on his Lee Bow, and firing very ſmartly at his Maſts, did them 
no little Damage; but he being not willing to be diverted from 
| The Minion, ply d her very ſmartly nor could ſhe get from him, 
until they had ſhet his Main Top-fail Yard in two, when both of 
them ſhot. a-head, he creeping after them as faſt as poſſible in 
that crippled Condition; in the mean while, ſplicing his Rigging, 
bending new. Sails, and repairing other Damages in the beſt man- 
ner he could i. FOE ie as 


N 
5 Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, vol. ii. p. 649. Father Daniel 
places the Loſs of this Ship, which he ſays, carried ſeventy - two Pie - 
ces of Cannon, and 450 Men, on the 6th of Nov. N. S. but all our 
Naval Hiſtorians, are quite ſilent about it, though, I think, the Cap- 
tain's Defence does us much more Honour than the Loſs of a fixty 
Gun Ship can diſcredit us. e 
d Remarkable Accidents at Sea, p. 35. 
Mr. Burchet, as Mr. Lediard well obſerves, has made a great 
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AzouT four in the Morning a Boat was perceived going from 
The Minion to The Coventry, ſo that he believed he had much 
diſabled the former, and that by the frequent paſſing of the Boat 
| between them, ſhe was ſending the beſt of her Loading on board 
the other. By Ten at Night he had completed all his Work, 
and the next * Apes ready for a ſecond Encounter; but it 
proving little Wind, he could not come up with them until the 
6th, when before Seven in the Morning, he was cloſe in with 
The Coventry, which Ship hauled up her Main Sail, and lay 
by for him. Coming nearer to her, it was obſerved, ſhe had 
many ſmall-ſhot Men, ſo that he durſt not clap her on board as 
he had deſigned ; but plicd her with his Guns; mean while, he 
received but little Damage from The Minion. Between eleven and 
twelve, he brought The Coventry's Main-maſt by the Board, and 
then her Fire was much leſſened ; however, continuing to do 
what could, at half an Hour paſt twelve, ſhe ſtruck ; the firſt 
Captain being killed, the ſecond wounded, and a great Slaughter 
made among the Men, many of them being thoſe who belonged 
to The Minion ; whereas, of ours, there were but nine killed, 
and twelve wounded, moſt of whom recovered, and in the Prize, 
there were about 20,000 Pieces of Eight, great Part whereof were 
found among the French Seamen * 

Re ar-Admiral Yager, upon the preſſing Sollicitations of the 
Merchants, ſent The Severn and Scarborough to England, to 
convoy home the Trade, becauſe they were but weakly manned ; 
and according to the Orders he had from the Lord High-Admiral, 
when any Ships under his Command were ſo reduced by Sickneſs, 
zs to have no more Men on board than were neceſſary to navi- 

gate the Ship, theſe Ships were to be ſent Home; and the Reaſon 
of this was, that by an Act of Parliament, which paſſed ſoon 
after Commodore Rer's Affair, our Admirals were abſolutely re- 
ſtrained from preſſing in the Veſt-Indies; fo that in Truth, 
there was nothing left for an Admiral to do in ſuch a Caſe, but 
to ſend home Ships that were of no further Uſe. All the Time 
the Rear-Admiral continued in this Station, he took Care to keep 
a a ſufficient Number of Ships to cruize upon the Enemy, and to 


Miſtake in the Date of this Action, which he has placed thirteen 
Months before it happened ; but he gives as no Authority for his 
Correction, I have before me, the Captain's own Account, publiſhed 
in the London-Gazette, No. 4547, which has enabled me to ſet all 
the Dates right, that are every one wrong in Burchet's Hiſtory. 

* See a large Account of this Engagement in the London Gazette, 
No. 4547. Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1709. Poin- 

ter s Chronological Hiſtory, Remarkable Expeditions at Sea. 
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protect our Trade, which they did, with all the Succeſs that could 
be 1. But in the Autumn, our Admiral was ordered 
home; and accordingly, he left the Command of the few Men 
of War that were ſtationed on the Coaſt of Jamaica, under the 
Command of Captain Tudor Trevor, who was ſoon: after relieved 
by Captain Span. As for the Rear-Admiral, he had a fafe and 
ſpeedy Voyage home, where, he was received, on his comi 
from St. 2 7e the le » with all the 
. i 3 tters from Veſi-Indies, having, contrary 
to Cuſtom, done the greateſt Honour to the Vigilance of our 
Navy in thoſe Parts, while under his Direction; which is a clear 
Confutation of a modern Maxim at a certain Board, that it is 
impoſſible to ſatisfy the Merchants at home, or the Planters 
abroad ®. 75 88 
B roOoRE I cloſe this Account of our Affairs in America, it is 
neceſſary I ſhould ſay ſomething of a Misfortune that befel us in 
Newfoundland ; the rather, becauſe none of our Hiſtorians 
have been parti about it, for which Reaſon, I am obliged to 
take what I have to ſay, entirely on the Credit of a French Writer, 
The Sieur de Saintovide, the King's Lieutenant at Placentia, 
took the Fort of St. Jahn, on the Eaſt · ſide of Newfoundland, by 
Scalade, in which Action the Governor was wounded, and made 
Priſoner, as were the Soldiers of the Garriſon, conſiſting of about 
2 hundred Men. This, my Author ſays, happened on the 1ſt of 
January, 1709, and the next Day he informs us, that the Fort 
at the Mouth of the Harbour, built on a Rock, and extreamly 
well fortified, ſurrendered alſo, and the Garriſon, conſiſting of 
ſixty Men, were made Priſoners of War. This Affair muſt have 
been attended with very bad Conſequences for the preſent ; but, 
as we ſhall ſee, theſe were not only remedied in the ſucceeding 
Year, but the French Settlements in their Turn, were in a Man- 


ner 


1 The Rear-Admiral having appointed The Portland to ſee ſome 
Merchant-Ships through the Windward Paſſage, ſhe returned with a 
French Prize, taken near Cape St. Nicholas, worth about fix thouſand 
Pounds. Captain Vernon, alſo, of 'The Jerſey, took in January, a 
| Spaniſh Sloop loaden with Tobacco, and re-took from two French 
Sloops, a Guinea Ship with 400 Negroes. Captain Hardy of The 
Roebuck, brought in a Brigantine, partly loaden with Indigo, taken 


in at Petit Guavas, which he met on the North-Side of Hiſpaniola, as 


ſhe was going from thence to Port de Paix, or Port Frangois ; her 
Maſter pretended he belonged to Curacao, and produced a Paper 
from the Dutch Governor there, empowering him to Trade any where 
in the Weſt-Indies. 15 

n. Burchet, Lediard, Hiſtory of Jamaica, Compleat Hiſtory of Eu- 
rope for the · Vear 1709, Pointer, Kc. = y 
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ner totally deſtroyed ”. But it is now Time for us to return home, 
and to conclude the of this Year, with a Recital of the 
Alterations made with to the Management of Naval 
Tux Earl of Pembroke, finding the Care of the Fleet a Load 
too heavy for him to bear, though he had di his Office 
of Lord High Admiral to the general Content of all Parties, 
reſolved to lay it down. A deal of Pains were taken 
to divert his Lordſhip from this Reſolution, but to no 
he the Buſineſs might be better done by one who had 
greater Experience in Maritime Affairs; and this hi 
Office was offered to the famous Earl of who abſolutely 
refuſed it, though he was willing to accept a j 
of the Admiralty. Her Majeſty, therefore, in the Beginning of the 
Month of November, thought proper to direct a Commiſſion, 
whereby, ſhe conſtituted and appointed Eduard Earl of Orford, 
Sir John Leake, Sir George Byng, George Dodington, and Paul 
Methuen, Eſqrs. Commiſſioners, for executing the Office of Lord 
High Admiral of Great- Britain and Ireland, in the Room of the 
Earl of Pembroke, on whom, the Queen beſtowed an yearly Pen- 
fion of 3000 J. per Ammm, payable out of the Revenue of the 
Poſt ce, in Confideration of his eminent Services . Soon 
after this Alteration, „ viz. On the 
12th of November, 1709, lajeſty being pleaſed to appoint a 
Gentleman, who nd bon long laid aſide, vis. Matthew thier, 
Efq; Admiral, and Commander in Chief of her Majeſty's Fleet ; 
the Lord Durſley, Vice-Admiral ; and Charles Mager, Efq; Rear- 
Admiral of the Red. Sir John Fennings, Admiral; Sir Edward 
FFhitaker, Vice-Admiral of the White. And, Sir ohn Norris, 
Admiral; and Fohn Baker, Eſq; Vice-Admiral of the Blue p. 
Tux Parliament met, and the Queen laid before them the Pro- 
cäeedings of the laſt Year, and directed an Account of the Ex- 
pences. of the Government both Civil and Military, to be ſent them 
from the reſpective Officers. The Buſineſs of Doctor Sacheve- 
rel, tock up the beſt Part of the Seſſion; but it happened luckily, 


" Journal Hiſtorique de Louis XIV. par Pere Daniel, p. 256, 257. 
He informs us, that there were vaſt Quantities of Artillery and Am- 
munition found in theſe two Forts, which I think a little improbable ; 
but that our Settlements were in a great Meaſure ruined, ſeems to be 
confirmed, by ſeveral of our own political Pamphlets, publiſhed this 

Year. 3 | 

o See Burnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, Life of 
Queen Anne, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, _ 

* * Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for 1709, Pointer's Chronologica! 
tory. | 
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the Strength of public Credit at that Time, as alſo the Diſpoſition 
of the Commons, to continue the War till the Ends of it were 
anſwered-z but, after Sachevere/'s Trial, it was ſoon perceived, 
| that this Ardour began to abate, which we find attributed by our 


Hiſtorians, to many different Cauſes ; but the Chief ſeems to be, 
the to all 
e to the 

Condi- 

pon and with 

if they had not ap- 

prevent, than promiote 

which 

g the Allies, and 

| in Holland. 
This did not hinder our Miniſtry from purſuing their former 


Schemes, and endeavouring to reſtore a Martial Spirit, by the 
ceſs of their Deſigns on all Sides ; and as they 2 
their Conduct molt liable to be _— ject of the 
War in Spain, took all imaginab > to iſſue v 5 
the * mor Ao Service, which amounted age Aon 
Million ; but it was Reſolved, fince there was no immediate Oc- 
caſion for great Fleets in the Mediterranean, to recal Sir Edward 
Whitaker, and to leave Admiral Baker, with a ſmall Squadron 
to protect the Trade, and obey the Orders of King Charles III. .. 
TE ES ; MATTHEW 


- 4 Hiſtory of Europe for 1701, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory: 
'Theſe immenſe — of Parliament, ſtruck the F —— 1 Lo 
for while their Credit was low, or in a Manner quite gone, ours was 
in its Zenith. And without Queſtion, if ever our Credit ſhould fail, 
either in reſpect to Money, or the Reputation of our Government, 
the French will gain as great an Aſcendancy over us, as we then had 
over them. 0 EE | | 
r As I have been hitherto very particular in relation to the War in 
Spain, which we certainly carried on with great Vigour, though under 
infinite Diſadvantages, I ſhall here lay before the Reader at once, the 
ſeveral Sums granted for this Service. 


1, 


2 
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MATTHEW Aylmer, Eſq; Admiral of the Fleet, being in 


the Soundings with a conſiderable Force, ſaw all Fleets 
of cunmac-hennd Merchnntogen, ſaſe into the Sea, and having 


ſent them forward on their reſpective Voyages, upon the 27th of 


Leagues S. W, by 
Noon, he diſcovered thirteen Sail, N. E. of him. "Exon 
The Kent, Aſſurance, and York, to chaſe. a-head, and followed 
with the reſt of the Ships under his Command ; but the Weather 
proving hazy, he could not diſcover next Morning more than 
one Merchant-ſhip. He received Advice, however, before Noon, 
that The Aſſurance had made Prize. of one of the Enemy's Veſlels, 
upon which he immediately ſent his Boat to bring the Maſter of 
her on board him; which was accordingly done. 

Tris Frenchman. informed the Admiral, that the Ships he had 
ſeen the Day before, were fourteen Merchant-men, bound for 
the Banks of Newfoundland, and Martinico, under Convoy. of 
The Superbe, a French Man of War of 56 Guns, and The Con- 
cord of 30 : That the former having ſeen them into the Sea, was 
to crũize in the Soundings, and the latter to proceed to Guinea; 
And that on their perceiving the Engl Fleet, The Concord bore 
away with the Merchant-men under her Convoy. Soon after 
this The Kent, commanded by Captain Robert Johnſon, came up 
with, and engaged The Superbe, for the Space of an Hour, when 
ſhe ſtruck; ip which Action, the ſaid Captain Fobnſon behaved like 
a gallant Officer, and an experienced Seaman ; for, as he attacked 

the French Ship in a very handſome manger, ſo was ſhe taken by 
bim without any Aſſiſtance, although ſhe had a greater Number of 
Men than The Kent. Both of them were very much ſhattered in 
te Fight; but ſo good a Sailor was The Superbe, that, had ſhe 
not been three Months off of the Ground, ſhe would in all pro 
bability have eſcaped. This Ship had taken ſeveral valuable Pri- 


1 
20 


. 1 


In 1703 — 215,602 2 0 
1704 — 3 481 | o 
1705 — 476927 15 10 

1706 — — 726,70 15 10 


1707 —— 908,322 11 10 
1708 — 1, 248,956 12 27 
1709 —— 1,217,083 © 4 
1710 —— 1,276,035 16 


6,486,040 5 2 = | 
* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the 
| Year 1710, Life of Queen Anne, ce. 
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his Squadron, 
1 82 the Order etc and 1 5 
three Ships of che third Rate, where 


1 
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B. 1 


y 
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* 
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ere as ſoon as poſſible, in order to execute any Orders he 
ght with him from England; or to contribute as far as in his 


now in a more flouriſhing Condition than they had been for ſome 


Tux Grand Fleet deſigned for this Year's Service in the 14, 
diterranean, ſail d from Plymouth on the 12th of January, under 
the Command of Sir Jabn Norris, who having ſeen The Virginia, 
and other Merchant-men bound to the F/t- Indies, ſafe into the 
Sea, arrived at Port-Mahon on the 1 3th of March, where he was 
joined by Sir Edward Whitaker, and a Dutch Rear-Admiral. 
mediately after his Arrival, he detached three Engliſb and two 
Dutch Men of War, with the Public Money, Recruits, and Am- 
munition, to Barcelona, in order to receive his Catholick 1 
| | Oiy's 


t Annals of Queen Anne, Burchet, Burnet, &c. 3 
| N Compleat Hiſtory of _— for the Year 1710. 
OL, o 9 | 
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A's Commends. While the Admiral remained here, he had the 


98 


hearing, that two of our Men of War had been 
taken by the French; with this alleviating 


required 
7th of April, from Peri- 
L * — 3 
a "ens a Deſign, eit ond 
L ; Nobloman, | 


nia or Naples, and that the Duke de Turſfis, a Genoeſe 
who commanded a Fleet of Gallies for the Service of King Phi- 


in w I 
_ Mizen-maſt was brought by the Board, all her 
Pieces, before the Officers to ſurrender. in Conſtable, in 
The Faulcon, had a ſhot through his Shoulder, and yet he never ſti 
rom his Poſt, or conſented to ſtrike his Enſign, till he had bi 
This Ship was an excellent Sailor, and 


bl 


It 


Gallies had 
to make a Deſcent ot 


1 vhi 
the 
order 


Ha 


3 i 


= 


i 
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Quality, Natives of 
Government, had 


Sardinia j 


THrExir Enterprize 
there being no 


7: 


1 
45 111 8 


into the Gulph of [7 Corfica; whereupon, they 
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the King of n that, looking upon their Per- 
miſſion, or Connivance, as a Breach of their Neutrality, he 
would attack the Queen's Enemies in all their Harbours. The 
Genoeſe Governor, to whom theſe Repreſentations were made, 
anſwered with much Submiſſion; promiſed that he would not 
ſupply the Duke de Turſis, or any that belonged to him, with 
Proviſions ; and moſt earneſtly requeſted, that the Admiral would 
not land ny Troops upon the Iſland. The Admiral having con- 
ſidered his Requeſt, and being ſenſible that it would be to —_— 
dle or no Purpoſe to attempt following the Enemy into the — 
tains, thought proper to grant it, and thereupon proceeded im- 
mediately for Barcelona, where he arrived on the 18th of June; 
and, the King of Spain deſiring that Part of the Troops might 
be landed in Valentia, and that the Fleet might amm 


z Burchet, Complete Hiſtory of Europe, * 


3 Of Nen ANNE. 101 
ble at Terragena, it was reſolved to fail thither directly, and to 
_ (LONG for Vice-Adoniral Baker to follow ; which Orders, 
as ve already ſhewn, obeyed *. 5 

Tur Inhabitants on the Sevennes having given the King of 


France à great deal of Diſturbance, and having Numbers of 

their Countrymen in foreign Service, it was propoſed to the Bri- 

/þ Mini ing the Miſcarriage of former 
again undertaken in their Favour ; 


vice, it was obſerved, that the Cami ſars, 
then in Arms, were within fifteen Leagues of Montpellier, and 
that it was poſſible to land our Troops at Port Cette, within a 
fingle League of that City. Upon this, the N themſelves, 


cConceiving ſuch an ition might diſconcert the Enemy's De- 
in Spain, or at leaſt facilitate King Charles's Enterprizes in 


Catalonia, reſolved to ſend a Gentleman to Spain, throughly in- 
ſtructed as to the whole of this Affair, with Orders to propoſe it 
to General Stanhope, and Sir Fobn Norris, upon whoſe Approba- 
tion, and the Conſent of the King of Spain, the Deſign was to 
be immediately put in Execution, by the Fleet then on the Coaſt 
of Catalonia, It muſt be allowed, that this Project was very 


to obtain, if our Troops had actually fixed themſclves | 
Days at Cette, we might, with the Afüſtance of the 
of Savey, have given the French King more Trouble, 


9 met with from any of our Projects during the 
ow 


would have formed an Army of 20 or Fd 


urope, 


| ir might have had b. 5 : 
On the Arrival of this Gentleman from England, General 
Stanhope, who was a very enterprizing Officer, eagerly embraced 
the Scheme, and prevailed upon King Charles, to permit a Body 
of Troops, though indeed it was but a very ſmall one, to embark 
on board the Fleet. This Reſolution being taken, was commu- 
nicated to Sir Fohn Norris, who, on the 6th of July, held a 
great Council of War, in which it was reſolved, to ſend an Ex- 
preſs to the Duke of Savoy, and to embark the Forces imme- 
diately, that an Affair of ſuch Importance might not ſuffer by 


2 Burchet, Annals of Queen Anne, Hiftory of the laſt War. 
» Burnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 
#710, Annals of Queen, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, 
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direAl the 
hate te Fort 


that there were ſo few important a De e 
Ox the 17th, Major-General Seiſſen received Advice, that 


In 
rived at Agde, the ſame Day 
They began then, to think of 
Cette, and poſted there the few- 
yards, ſurrounded with a flight Wall 


commanded fifty Men, did not rightly apprehend this my 
e 


_ © Oldmixon, Burnet, Political State for the Year 1 o, Compleat 
Hiſtory of Europe for the ſame Year. * 
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4 Father Daniel gives us a very pompous Account of this Buſineſs ; 
The Allies, ſays he, appeared before Port de Cette, with twenty- 
five Men of War, and immediately made themſelves Maſters of the 
Place. The Duke de Roquelaure, who commanded in Languedoc, 
had but three Troops of Horſe, and therefore he ſent immediately to 
the Duke de Noailles for Aſſiſtance, who, in the Space of three 
Days, brought goo Horſe, and 1000 Grenadiers into the Neighbour- 
hood of Agde; from whence they forced the Enemy to retire imme- 
diately, with the Loſs of three or four hundred Men. He confeſſes, 
however, that it was an Affair of Conſequence, fince, if the 
Engliſh had become Maſters of that Port, they would have been able 
to ſupport the Rebels in France, which muſt have brought the greateſt 
Miſeries upon that Kingdom. The moſt extraordinary Thing he tells 
us, is, that the French loſt only one Grenadier, and a few Horſes : 
but even this was too much for other French Writers to own, and 
therefore, they leave out the Horſes, and tell us, that the Grenadier 
Killed himſelf, his Piece going off as it was flung at his Back, = 
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ſecured the Turkey-Fleet attempt 
Enemy in yo Roſes, where he met 
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Loth lowing, 
The Severn, Lion and Lime, made the Signal of ſecing four 
Ships ; upon which the Admiral ordered The Naſſau and Exeter 
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to give them of Guns, 
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I | 
that Sir Fennings was artived at Port-Mahon, in 
Saree” + the ' Mediterranean. We have already, 
uſual Method, carried this Part of the Hiſtory 

s of the Year 1710, which was occaſioned by 
of ing Perſpicuity, which could not iſe 

well done; and, for the ſame Reaſon we ſhall pro- 

ich Sir Fob Nerris's Conduct, though it will carry us al- 

| of the Year 1711: which, however, is better 

breaking the Thread of the Narration, to reſume it again at a 

: Diſtance of Time; and this too; when all that can be ſaid 
about itz will fall within a very narrow Compaſs . 


115 
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* 


4 


itil 
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Hs failed from Vado for Port-Mahon, in April; but was 
forced by a Storm into the Road of Araſio, where with great 
Difficulty, he procured - Forage for the Horſes, and where he 

Wind-bound till the 4th of May, and then proceeded to 

rcelona, arrived there, and landed the Troops on the 8th, where, 

having conſulted with the Duke of Argyle, and taken Care to 
ſend a ſtrong Squadron to Gema for the Public Money, he 
thought next of proceeding Home with the Turkey Trade ; and 
with that View, ordered Captain C:rnvall to eſcort them to 

| 1 Gibraltar, 


e Burchet, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, Pere Daniel. 
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eat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1711. 
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in Spain, 


in Conſequence of which, 
. the 28th of September, 


Lag, 
two Hoſpital-Ships, 


thirty 
ſent The Cheſter, before, to endeavour to in- 


RN 


2bout 
with 
wee” on 


2 


| UHL 
| 1 
Fo; 


Wind. At a Council of War, 
Letters, which were received from Monſieur Subercaſe, directed 
 toColonel Nicholſon, were taken into Conſideration, together with 
the Anfwers, which he had made thereunto ; and the Prelimina- 
_ ries being agreed on, the Governor marching out of the Fort, 
8 K * 
k This Expedition, which was one of the moſt fortunate that we had 
undertaken in this Part of the World, owed its Succeſs ina greatMeaſure 
to the Conduct of Colonel Francis Nicholſon, who maintained a per- 
fet Agreement with Commodore Martin, and the reſt of the Sea- 
Officers, who, on their Part, omitted nothing that was demanded 
for the uſe of the Troops, and ſu them very cordially upon 
all Occafions, with their Boats and Men. Another Thing that con- 


tributed not a little to this happy Event, was, the Troops who being 


ſeaſoned were ſent upon this Expedition, and having Officers well ac- 
quainted, not only with their Duty, but with the Climate, and Si- 
tuation of Places; which in Affairs of this Nature, are Circumſtances 
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with the Gariſon ; our Troops took Poſſeſſion of it ſoon after, 


with Drums beating, and Colours Lying; where boifling the Uni. 
on 


1 This Capitulation, is worth the Reader's Notice, in as much as it 
contains the Terms upon which we were put in Poſſeſſion of the Pro- 
vince of Acadia, as the French call it, or, as we fille it, the Province 
of Nova Scotia. The Articles were, 
1. That the Garifon fall march out with their Arms and Vag- 
gage, Drums beating, and Colours Ming. 

2. That there ſhall be a ſufficient N of Ships and Provifions 
9 rt the ſaid Gariſon to Rochel, or Rochfort, by the ſhorteſt 
Paſſage ; w ie pig oyary op e 
pink fr. [ may take out fix Guns, and two Mortars, ſuch as I ſhall 


hat the Officers ſhall carry out all their Effects of what Sort ſo- 


4. T 
except they do agree to the ſellin of them, the Payment of 
hid bs be dane Be. 4 


5. That the Inhabitants, within Cannon-Shot of the Fort of Port- 
Royal, ſhall remain upon their Eſtates, with their Corn, Cattle and 

urniture, during two Years, in caſe they are not defirous to go before; 
They taking the Oaths of Allegiance and Fidelity to her Sacred Majeſ- 
ty of Great - Britain. 

6. That a Veſſel be provided from the Privateers belonging tothe If 
lands of America, for their Tranſportation thither. 

7. That thoſe that are defirous to go for Placentia, in Newfound- 
land, ſhall have Leave by the nearef Paſſage. 

8. That the Canadians, or thoſe that are defirous to go thirher, 
may, curing the Space of one Year. 
. hat the Eels, Orgamens, Urea of the Chapel, and Hof- 
| Ke OE 

„ promiſe to deliver the Fort of Port- Royal into the Hands 
of Francis Nicholſon. Eſq; for the Queen of Great Britain, &c. wich- 
in three Days after the Ratification of this preſent Treaty; with all the 
Effects belonging to the King, as Guns, Mortars, Bombs, Balls, Pow- 
der, and all other ſmall Arms. 


11. I will diſcover, upon my Faith, all the Mines, Fougaſles, 
and Caſemates. 


12. All the Articles of this preſent Treaty ſhall be executed upon 
good Faith, without Difficulty, and figned by each other at her Ma- 
y of Great-Britain's Cam 17 before Port- Royal Fort, the 2d Day of 


ober, in the gth Year of Her Majeſty's Reign, Annoque Domini, 
1710. | 


FRANCIS NICHOLSON. 
SUBERCASE. 
Memorandum. 
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on they, in Honour of her Majeſty, called the Place Anna- 
poliz-R, pr bg marks rg ng left thereing 


n „ Bonb 
in this Part of the World, for our Men of War and Privateers, 
took this e The Portland and The 
OY cs 2 Paſſage to New 

ized in Harbour, and ta 


totally deſtroyed them. 2 
accurate Father Daniel fa 
dne Word; and indeed, as to the latter Part of this 
Mr. Burchet is ſilent alſo, 5 

— AT AIAEES k, 


| Ws 


8 The General 3 WE that within Cannca- Shot 
of Port Royal, in the fifth Article aforeſaid, is to be underſtood, three 
Engliſh Miles round the Fort, to be henceforward called Annapolis- 4 
. and the Inhabitants within the ſaid three Miles, to have the . 
Benefit of that Article. Which Perſons, Male and Female, compre- | | 
hended in the ſaid Article, according to a Liſt of their Names given 1 

| 


in to the General by Mr. Allen, amount to four hundred and exghty 
one Perſons. | 


8 An Account ofthe Execution dove by this Squadron 


Harbours Names. French Ships N ames. 2 8 E 
La Couche La Comteſſe d'Evereux 75 16 200 Taken. 


Ditto Le Couronne 70 14 200 Burnt. 3 
Carouze, Le Marquis du Bay 20 28 400 Taken. 1 
Ditto, Le Comte de Bonrepos 120 23 400 Burnt. | | 
Ditto, L'Aigle Noire 70 12 200 Taken. 
Petit Maitre Frangois Marie 80 18 250 Ditto. ö 
Great St. Julian, Frangois de la Pax 120 30 400 Ditto. 
Little St. Julian, St. Pierre go 20 290 Eſcaped. | 
Ditto. 


30 12 — Ditto 


All the Fiſh, Oil, Stages, Vatts, Boats, Fiſhing-Tackle, &c. of the 
— Ships, fell into our Hands, and were either taken or 
deſtroyed by us. And the two Ships which eſcaped, left even their 
Anchors and Cables, and ſome of their Sails behind. 
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hat ppt br rb SONG 
to 
eden man b7 ond Chang ine Maher, 
1 in was 
— — ART wo 
Change, others ofthe ſameNaturez 
— Earl Ocferd, having reigned tes Place 
of firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the 2 
Sir Jahn Leake, Sir George Byng ys Gamer Do Ei Paul 
Methuen, Eſq; and John Aiflabie, Eſq For 


executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great« Britain. 
But this Commiſſion did not continue long i 


in the Month of December, Sir ames 
Lords 


Eſqrs. were appointed 
the Room of George Doddington, and Paul Methuen, Efqrs, = 
A and on the 


27th, the Commons choſe William Bromley, 8 
Hire, for their Speaker. The Queen, in her from the 
Throne, recommended the on the War in warm 


carrying 
Rr ee CEOS 
to take proper it on Y 
they Voted 42,000 Men for he See, for the Year 1711, 
cl. eee e ee 
of t 551 s. 6 d. be 
8 the of the — aces e per- 
by them on Account of Land-Forces to Michaelmas 17 ro, 
excluſive of the Regiſter-Office ; and on the 2oth of the ſaid 
Month, they reſolved, that 103,003. 17 IIs. ** 1 
the Uſe of ſuch Proprietors, or Inhabitants evis, and 
St. Chriſtopher's, who were Sufferers by the _ Invaſion, 
ee OI I 


Iſlands u. 


I Burnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Earoe forth Year 
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n Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, Salmon, Continuation of Rapin, 
Life of Queen Anne. * 
a Votes of the Houſe of Commons, Chandler's Debates, Compleat 
„ 1710 and 1711, Life of Queen Anne, Pointer. 
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pped both 


Bo 
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Officers and private Men of their 


wearing 


and, but for the Kindneſs of the Inhabitants of Dunkirk, 


them in a Manner naked b. 


had left 


Such was the brutal Behaviour of 


theſe barbarous Plunderers, and to ſuch we muſt remain expoſed, 


ir 


Rapin, Annals of Queen Anne, Point · 


But 
Ga- 


Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for 1711. 
t, are taken chiefly from the London 


the Facts related in the Tex 
 =ette, No. 4724. 
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if that Infamous Neft of for the common Safe- 


ty of Mankind, hold ere, chrough the wwe kr of our Coun 

W 8th 2 ff Sir Thomas Hardy being i 
the 48%, 

Road, with his Squadron, received Orders to 

' Northward as the Iſlands of 


| ir Nies faw the Ruſſia Fleet, 
rich that Year, as far as Schetland; and 


Ships thus employed, 
were A 

our own Coaſt; for M. 3 fell in 
our Virginia Fleet, which conſiſted of 
which were 8 four e 


brought a great Number of ſmall Prizes, which, 
j they did not turn much to our Benefit, were, however, a great 
Prejudice to France, fince moſt of them were laden with Corn, 
and other Proviſions. But it is now Time to return to the Pro- 
ceedings of our Squadrons in the Mediterranean, where, as we 
hve Biker won, 22 ennings commanded in Chief, with 
a numerous Fleet, of whoſe we ſhall now ſpeak particu- 
hugs as they weee the Juſt that weve ferent ning Uh Wir, in 

| arts. 

Tux Affairs of King Charles had ſuffered fo ſeverely, ſince the 
Battle loſt at Villa Vicioſa, that even his beſt Friends almoſt de- 
ſpaired of retrieving them. It was, however, reſolved to fend thi- 
ther a large Naval Force, to aſſiſt in whatever Meaſures might be 
thought proper, either for reſtoring his Hopes, or for ſecuring his 
Perſon. The Duke of Argyle, commanded the Engliſh Troops, 
with Circumſtances equally honourable to himſelf, and _— 


1 Burchet, Journal Hiſtorique de Louis XIV. p. 273. 
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ful to thoſe who ſuffered ſo many brave Men to fall under ſuch 
Misfortunes. The Army was but thin; and well it might be 
ſo, ſince General Stanhope had been beſieged, and taken, with 
eight Battalions, and as many Squadrons, a few Months before 
in Bribuega, But this was not all; the Regiments, thin as they 
were, were ragged and ſtarving, having no Credit, but what his 
Grace procured for them, who ſoon brought Things into better 
Order, and his little Army under good Diſcipline. In ſhort, he 
appeared there, what he appeared every where, not only a brave 
Man and an active Officer; not barely a great General, or an 
able Stateſmen, but a Friend to Mankind, and a Lover of his 
Country. He fed the Hungry, he clothed the Naked, he ſtop- 
ped Deſertion, not by Scverities, but by convincing his Soldiers 


that they could be uſed no where ſo well; inſomuch, that when Sir 


John Jennings arrived at Barcelona with his Fleet in the latter end 


of March, he found Things on the mending Hand". After perform- 5 


ing 
Biſhop Burnet, indeed, has given a very different Account of this 


Matter. The Buſineſs of Spain had been ſo much preſſed from the 

Throne, and ſo much inſiſted on all this Seflion, and the Commons 
„ had given 1,500,000 J. for that Service, (a Sum far beyond all that 
« had been granted in any preceding Seſſion) fo that it was expected, 


% Matters would have been carried there, in another Manner than 
« formerly. The Duke of Argyle, was ſent to command the Queen's 
Troops there, and he ſeemed full of Heat; but all our Hopes 
« failed. The Duke of Vendoſme's Army was in ſo ill a Condition, 


that if Staremberg had been ſupported, he promiſed himſelf great 


« Advantages. lt does not yet appear, what made this to fail, for 
e the Parliament has not yet taken this into Examination. It is certain, 
« the Duke of Argyle did nothing ; neither he nor his Troops, were 
% once named, during the whole Campaign. He wrote over very 


heavy Complaints, that he was not ſupported, by the failing of the 


% Remittances that he expected: But what Ground there was for 
„ that, does not yet appear; for though he afterwards came over, 
% he was very ſilent, and ſeemed in a good Underſtanding with the 


«© Miniſters.“— The laſt Words of this amazing Piece of Hiſtory ſuf- 


ficiently explain it. The Duke of Argyle agreed with that Miniſtry, 
with whom the Prelate could not agree. He complained of the Con- 
dition in which he found the Troops, which was owing to the Ava- 


rice of ſome low Inftruments of the Old Miniſtry, and he made no 


Complaints againſt the New, becauſe he was ſenſible they ſupplied 
him, as well as they were able : But he differcd from them afterwards, 
when he ſaw juſt Cauſe for it ; and indeed, through his whole Lite, 
he was particularly remarkable for keeping up a Spirit worthy of his 
Birth, Quality, and worthy of that moſt illuilrious Title, by which 


the 
VoL, IV 1 H 
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ing ſome few neceſſary Services, it was reſolved, that the Fleet 
ſhould cruize off Toulon, in order to intercept the Supplies which 
the Enemy ed from Languedoc, and their Corn-Fleet from 
the Levant. hile he was in this Station, he received Orders 
from England, to return immediately to the Coaſt of Catalonia, 
that he might be ready to carry the King of Spain to Genoa, or 
where elſe he ſhould deſire: His Majeſty, by the Death of his 
Brother the Emperor Joſeph, being lately become ſole Heir of all 
the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria. He was likewiſe di- 
rected to afford all the Aſſiſtance poſſible, to the Kingdom of 
Naples, in Caſe any Commotions happened there at this Juncture; 
and accordingly, he repaired to Barcelona, to conſult his Majeſty, 
and the Duke of Argyle, as to the propereſt Method of executing 
theſe Orders, having firſt detached two Men of War of the Third, 
One of the Fourth, and one of the Fifth Rate, to cruize on the 
Coaſt of Naples, with Orders to affiſt if any Attempts ſhould be 
made for reducing the Gariſons of Orbitcils, or Piambinoꝰ. 
| Ox his Arrival there, he found the King not at all inclined to 
quit Catalonia, till ſuch Time as he had Advice of his being elect- 
ed Emperor, in which he was promiſed all the Aſſiſtance that 
could be afforded him by the Allies; and on the other Hand, he 
_ found his Majeſty equally unwilling to part with the Fleet, upon 
which all his Hopes depended. Sir John Jennings contented him- 
ſelf, therefore, with ſailing from Barcelona, on the 1 3th of July, 
for Port-Mahon, where he arrived on the 18th, having firſt of all 
| promiſed the King of Spain to return to Barcelona, as ſoon as the 
Ships were refitted, and he had taken in a proper Supply of Pro- 
viſions, which began to grow very ſcarce; and this Promiſe he 
exactly performed by the 26th of July, when we find him again 
in the Road of Barcelona, with one Second, five Thirds, and one 
Fourth Rate, beſides ſeven Dutch Men of War, under the Com- 
mand of Vice-Admiral Peiterſon, having ten other Ships, moſt of 
the Line, Abroad on neceſſary Services. When theſe had joined 
them, he took the King of Spain on board, having then a Flect 
of twenty-four Ships of War, and landed him in ten Days Time 
at Genoa ; from whence, the Admiral failed to Leghorn, being in 
great Want of Cables and other Stores, to procure ſuch a Supply 
as the Place would afford ; -and while he was there, two of our 
Captains brought in two rich Prizes from the Levant, His Ex- 
cellency continued there to the 2d of November, when he failed 


the greateſt Patriots in Scotland had through a long Series of Years 
been diſtinguiſhed. 

© Burchet, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1711, An- 
nals of Queen Anne, Life of Queen Anne. 
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for Vadi-Bay, and having embarked the Forces that were ready 
to proceed for Catalonia, he ſent them under the Protection of 
five Men of War, and two Fire- ſhips to Barcelona, under the 
Command of Captain Stanton, with whoſe Squadron, and three 
Dutch Ships of War, the Admiral failed as far Weſtward as Cape 
Roſes ; and was then to repair to Port-Mahon, where Captain 

Swanton was ordered to join him as ſoon as he had ſeen the Tranſ- 
ts in Safety, that the Admiral might be able to make a 
. — for ſecuring the Coaſts of Portugal; as alſo ſome 
Ships to eruize in the Streights-AAouth, tor the Protection of our 
Trade. When the Admiral had made the Iſland of Minorca, 
the Wind blew exceflively hard from the North-Eaft, which 
obliged him to come to an Anchor on the North fide of the 
Iſland, where moſt of the Ships Sails blew away from their Yards ; 
but he got, however, the next Day into Port- Mahon. On 
his Arrival, he was informed by the Captains of two Ships he 
found there, that they had heard a great Firing of Guns all the 
Night before; upon which he ſent The Chatham and Winchelſea, 
the next Morning, to ſee what they could diſcover ; who ſoon 
brought an Account, that the Dutch Vice-Admiral, with his 
Squadron, was in the Ong, together with four Ships of ours*. 
Tus Ships of ours, were, The Hampton Court, commanded 
y Captain Migbells, The Sterling Caſtle, The Nottingham, The 

harles Galley, and The Lynn, which came from the Coaſt of 
Catalonia, and in their Paſſage, had fallen in with two French 
Men of War, The Thoulouſe, and The Trident, each of fifty 
Guns, and 400 Men. The Hampton-Court came up with the 
firſt of them, and engaged her two Hours, to whoſe Commander, 
by the Time The Sterling-Caſtle was within Muſquet-ſhot (which 
was about ten at Night) ſtruck z but by the Advantage of 
| little Wind, The Trident got away with her Oars. The Hamp- 
ton Court's Maſts being much wounded in the Fight, they, by 
the Violence of the Weather, came next Day all by the Board, 
ſo that ſhe was towed into Port by The Sterling-Caſtle. The 
firſt Captain of The Tan was M. Grand Pre, and the ſe- 
cond Captain Rigby, an Engliſhman, who had formerly bore 
Command in our Fleet. From the former of them, the Admiral 
accepted his Parole of Honour, for ſix Months; but the latter, 
he detained, altheugh M. Grand Pré aſſured him he was natu- 
ralized in France, and was become a Roman Catholick ; but 
ſome Way or other he found Means to eſcape, and it was beliey- 
ed, he got into a Ship of Genoa, which lay in the Harbour of 
"3 Mabons. 


* Burchet, Lediard, Compl at Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 
1711, Annals of Queen Anne, Life of Queen Anne, &c. 
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Alahi4;". About the ſame Time, The Reflorat:on, a Ship of 70 
Guns, was loft on the Backſide of the Mallora, off of Leghorn, 
but all her Officers and Men were faved ; nor fared it better with 
a Scitce, that had on board to the Value of 4000 Crowns, which 
ſhe was bringing from one of the Ports of Cer/ica®. 

Tae French having at preſent no Fleet in the Mediterranean, 
the Admiral was at Liberty to employ his Ships in ſuch a Manner, 
as might beſt anſwer the Purpoſe of protecting Catalonia, and in- 
commoding the Enemy ; which he accordingly did, till towards 
the End of the Year, he received Advice, that the French were 
buſy at Toulon, in fitting out a conſiderable Force, which was to 
put to Sea in the Spring, of which, the Admiral took all the Care 
he could, to be particularly informed, and at laſt received a cer- 
tain Account, that this Squadron was to conſiſt of eleven or 
twelve Ships, of which, eight were of the Line, and three or 
four were Frigates ; that they were to proceed firſt to Cadiz, and 

from thence to the /7:/?-Tndies. Upon this, the Admiral, on the 
21ſt of February, held a Council of War, in which, upon a 
ſtrict Examination, it was found, that the Ships under his Com- 
mand, could not put to Sca till ſupplicd with Proviſions from [ta- 
ly; and therefore, a Frigate was difpatched to Vice-Admiral Ba- 
her, then at Liſbon, with this Intelligence, that he might ſtrength- 


en the Convoy of the Store-ſhips and Victuallers, ſent from 


thence, and at the ſame Time it was Reſolved, That as ſoon as 
the Engliſh and Dutch Ships arrived from Italy, the Admiral 
| ſhould cruize between Port- Mahon and Cape de Gatt, not only 
for the Protection of the Convoy, but in Order to intercept the 
Enemy. This great Supply of Proviſions, and Naval Stores, ar- 
riving ſafe at Port-Mahon, and the Admiral having Intelligence 
from all Sides, of the great Naval Preparations of the Enemy, it 
was determined in a Council of War, held on the 11th of March, 


1 éhave not been able to recover any further Particulars as to 
theſe Captures, though I have taken all the Pains I could, to enquire 
after them. This Rigby had made himſelf very Infamous before he 
left England, having been long in Newgate, and having received Sen- 

tence for a moſt ſcandalous Crime at the Old Baily. Yet he was pre- 

fered in France for his Skill in the Marine, and might, after this Miſ- 
fortune, have paſſed his Time with Eaſe at leaſt, if not Reputation; 
but his Expences were ſo large, that, as I kave been informed, he 
brought upon himſelf the juſt Reward of a Life ſo wickedly ſpent ; 
and is, therefore, a fit Warning to all ſuch Renegadoes as prefer the 

Increaſe of their private Fortune, to the Honour or Welfare of their 

Country. 5 

» Burchet, Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1712, Memoirs of the 

War in Spain, Annals of Queen Anne, &c. 
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to put to Sea with one Second, three Third, two Fifth Rates, 
and two Fire-ſhips of ours, and nine Ships of the States-General, 
and to cruize ten or twelve Leagues from Cape Toulon, until 
more certain Advice of the Enemy could be had. Captain Mal- 
pale in The Lien, joining the Fleet from Genoa, and informin 
them, that he had ſeen in his Paſſage nine tall Ships to the N. W. 
of the Iſland of Minorca; it was Reſolved, in a Council of War 
held on the 23d of March, to proceed to the Southward of Ma- 
jorca and IJuica, in order to intercept the Enemy, if it was poſſi- 
ble, between that and Cape St. Martin, in their Paſſage down the 
Streights, Obtaining, however, no further Intelligence, he came 
to an Anchor on the 1ſt of April, off the Iſland of Formentara, 
from whence he ſent two clean Ships to look into the Bays of De- 
nea Xabea, and Altea, as alſo into Alicant-Road; and, in Caſe 
they brought him no Advice, it was determined to fail immediate- 
ly to Barcelona, This was accordingly done, and on his Arrival 
there, and hearing nothing of the French, he ſent a clean Frigate 
to the Harbour of Toulon, to diſcover what they were doing there, 
with a Reſolution, upon the Return of that Ship, to proceed to 
Port-Mahon, there to re- victual, and then to ſtand over to the 
 {talian Coaſt, in order to bring from thence a new Supply of 
Troops to Catalonia. 5 1 8 
Wi are now to proceed to what was done this Year in the 
Fe/t-Indies, where, when we ſpoke laſt of Affairs in thoſe Parts, 
we left Commodore Littleton with a ſtrong Squadron under his 
Command. This Gentleman was extreamly well qualified for his 
Station. He had all the Abilities and Experience that could be 
wiſhed for in a Sea-Officer, and yet was as ready to aſk, and re- 
ceive Advice, as if he had neither. On his firſt Arrival in thoſe 
Parts, which was in the Month of November, 1710, he took all 
the Care that was poſſible, to obtain proper Intelligence of the Mo- 
tions of the Galleons, which were ſtill at Carthagena; and at the 
ſame Time, he neglected nothing, that the Merchants thought 
requiſite, either for the Security of their Trade, in thoſe Parts, or 
for the ſafe Convoy of ſuch Ships, as from Time to "Time were 
ſent Home; ſo that during his Stay at Jamaica, there were few 
or no Complaints, but every Body ſtudied to mind his own Buſi- 
_ neſs, and to diſcharge, when called upon, his Duty in the public 
Service. The Deſire of taking the Galleons, was what princi- 
pally occupied the Thoughts of the Commodore, and as he was 
frequently perplexed with falſe Intelligence, he ſtationed The Non- 
ſuch and The Roebuck, on the Spaniſh Coaſt, giving Orders to 
_ NINE Captain 


* Burchet, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1712, Life 
of Queen Anne, Memoirs of the War in Spain, &c. 
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Captain Hardy, who commanded the former, to diſpatch The 


Roebuck to Jamaica, with any certain Intelligence he could ob- 
tain, cither as to the Time, when it was propoſed the Galleons 
ſhould ſail, or the Strength of the Convoy that was to accompa- 
ny them. Theſe Orders were faithfully executed, though very 
little Intelligence, except that the Galleons had as yet no Convoy, 


could for many Months be procured. In May, 1711, the Com- 


modore received an Account from the Maſters of ſome Veſſels 
from Madera, that M. du Caſſe, with a Squadron under his 
Command, had been ſeen from that Iſland. after, a Spa- 


niſh Sloop was taken, in which was a Letter from the Governor 
of Carthagena, expreſſing his Hopes, that M. du Cafſe would 


ſhortly arrive with ſeven Sail of ſtout Ships, in Order to convoy 
the Galleons. Upon this, the Commodore immediately ſent an 
Advice-Boat to recal The Nonſuch, and, in the mean Time, be- 


gan to prepare for an Expedition, reſolving not to loſe this Oppor- 


tunity of attacking the French Squadron, and having a Chance 
for ſome of the Galleons 5 


THE Terſey, commanded by Captain Vernon, was then 


cruizing to the Windward of Jamaica, and having taken a 
French Ship belonging to the Port of Breſt, which carried thirty 
Guns, and 120 Men, he carried her into Jamaica, on the 23d 
of May. The Captain of this Veſſel informed the Commodore, 


that he had been trading on the Coaſt of New Spain, from 


whence, proceeding to Port Lewis in Hiſpaniola, where he put 


on Shore the Money he had taken, and was failing from thence 


to Petit Guavas, in order to take in there a Cargo for France, 


when he fell into the Hands of Captain Vernon. He added, that 
he failed from Port Lewis on the 20th, in Company with M. du 
Caſſe, who was gone for Carthagena, and that his Squadron con- 
ſiſted of one Ship of ſeventy-four Guns, another of ſixty, one of 


fifty, one of twenty-four, and one of twenty; but Captain 


Hardy arriving on the 27th, aſſured Mr, Littleton, that two Ships 
of the French Squadron, one of which was The Gloucefter, of fif- 
ty Guns, formerly taken from us, and another of forty-four, ar- 


rived at Carthagena, ten Days before, and waited there for M. 
du Caſſe, who deſigned, as ſoon as the Galleons could be ready, 


to fail with them for the Havannah, and from thence to Cadiz. 
Upon this Captain Vernon was ſent over to the Coaſt of New 
_ Sparn; and returning on the 4th of July, reported, that on the 


28th of Fune, he had looked into the Port of Carthagena, where 
he ſaw twelve Ships, fix rigged, and fix unrigged, and five Sloops; 


7 Burchet, Complete Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 1711, Lifo 


of ' Queen Anne, &c. 
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the ſix Ships that were rigged, he informed the Commodore» 
were The St. Michael, of ſeventy- four Guns; The Hercules, of 
fixty ; The Griffin, of fifty ; two ſmall Frigates, and the Vice- 
Admiral of the Galleons, which carried fixty Guns : and that of 
the Ships that were unrigged, there were two at the upper End of 
the Harbour, preparing for Sea, one of which he believed to be 


The Minion of fifty Guns, and another of forty, the reſt to be 


Trading Veſſels *. 


 Uyon the 15th of July, the Commodore failed with one 
Third, four Fourth Rates. and a Sloop“, for Carthagena; and 
arriving on the Coaſt of New Spain on the 26th, he diſcovered 
five Ships to the Leeward, which he chaſed into Bocca Chica, at 


the Entrance of Carthagena Harbour. Upon this, he ſtood off 


to Sea the greateſt Part of the Night; but ſtretching into the Shore 


next Morning, chaſed four Ships, and, about ſix, came up with 


the Vice-Admiral of the Galleons, and a Spaniſh Merchant Ship; 


and as M. du Cafſe had taken moſt of the Money out of the 
Galleon, having ſome Suſpicion of the commanding Officer on 


board her; ſo was this very Carrack the ſame, which had eſcaped 
from Mr. Wager, as hath been before related; and coming from 


Carthagena, in Company with ſome French Ships of War, it 


be thoſe with M. du Caſſe, (as her Commander ſaid) lay by the 


hoiſted Spaniſh Colours, and a Flag at the Fore-top-maſt-head, 
ſo that between five and fix at Night The Saliſbury-Prixe, com- 


manded by Captain Robert Harland, engaged her; ſoon after 
which, The Saliſbury, commanded by Captain Francis Hoſier, 


did the ſame. The Commodore being within Piſtol-ſhot, was 
juſt going to fire into her when they ſtruck their Colours; and 
The 2 


ey, going after one of the Merchant-ſhips, took her; 


but The Nonſuch chaſing the other, ſhe eſcaped in the Night. 


The Vice-Admiral of the Galleons, being wounded by a ſmall 


Shot, died ſoon after. M. du Caſſe had taken moſt of the Mo- 
ney out of the Galleon, except what was found in ſome Boxes 


*® Burchet, Lediard, Hiſtory of Jamaica, Annals of Queen Anne, 


Complete Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1711. Pointer, &c. 
a The Commodore hoiſted his broad Pendant in The Defiance; 
and the Ships that failed with him, were The Saliſbury, Saliſbury- 


Prize, Jerſey, Nonſuch, and Jamaica Sloop. In their Paſſage, the 
Saliſbury-Prize ſprung her Main-maſt, which occaſioned ſome Delay, 


till it could be ſecured, and then they proceeded ; Captain Vernon, in 


The Jerſey, having been ſent, while the reſt of the Squadron lay by, 


to look into Cart hagena. 
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ſhe was ſeparated from them, and believing our Ships to 
greateſt Part of the Day, and when Mr. Littleton came near, 
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which belonged to private Perſons. She had ſixty Braſs Guns 
mounted, and three hundrcd and twenty-five Men ; and the Ship 
which The Ferſcy took, was a paniard, belonging to the Mer- 
chants, of about 400 'T'ons, and twenty-tix Guns, laden for the 
moſt Part with Cocoa and Wool. T he Priſoners, by the De- 
ſcription given to them of the Ships which were ſeen by the Com- 
modore, the Day he came off of Carthagena, aſſured him, they 
were thoſe with 11 du Caſſe, and that he had been out of Car- 
thagena but two Days, being ſeparated from the Spaniſh Vice- 
Admiral, and nine Merchant-ſhips, the Day after he came out; 
and ſince Mr. Liitleton was well aſſured that he intended to touch 
at the Havannah, it was determined to cruize a little to Leeward 
of Point Pedro Shaals, as the moſt proper Place for intercept- 
Ing, until ſuch Time as further Intelligence could be gained from 
Captain Hook, of The Jamaica Sloop, who was _ over to the 
Coaſt with ſome Spaniſh Priſoners b. 
ABOUT this 14 ime, the French formed a Deſign of attacking 
the Leeward-1//ands, and this, with the natural — of their 
own Colonies ; for which Purpoſe, they aſſembled in the Month 
of May and June, about two thouſand Men in Martinico; 
theſe they embarked on board a large Ship, of thirty-fix Guns, 
a a Hag-boat of twenty-four Guns, two Merchant-ſhips, and nine 
Privateer Sloops. They put to Sea on the roth of with 
an Intent to land on the Iſlaud of Antigua ; but they were ſcarce 
clear of their own Ifland, bcfore they met with her Majeſty's 
Ship The Newca/tle, commanded by Captain Boum, who attack- 
ed 4 ſo briſkly, that notwithſtanding it was a Calm, and 
lay in ſuch a Manner, as that it was impoſſible for him to bring 
his Broadſide to bear upon them; yet after an Action of three 
Hours, in which the French loſt fixty-four Men, he obliged them 
to relinquiſh their Deſign, and to take the Opportunity of the 
firſt little Breeze that ſprung up, to return into one of the Ports 
of their own Iſlands. Unwilling, however, abſolutely to abandon 
their Deſign, they refitted their Veſſels, and beat up for Volun- 
teers, and on 54 16th, landed near 1500 Men on "a Iſland of 
Montſerrat ; they d ebarked the Troops about twelve at Night, 
and began to plunder the adjacent 3 but being informed 
chat : 


b This Account is taken from the Commodore's Tamer. dated on 
board the Defiance, in Port- Royal Harbour, Auguſt 13, 1711. He 
ſays, in the ſame Letter, that he had but one Man killed, and fix 
wounded in the Engagement ; and though neither he, nor any of our 
Hiltorians, inſiſt much on the Value of this Capture, yet a Dutch 


Writer informs us, that the two Prizes with the Effects on board 
them, were worth 100, ooo Pounds. 
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Captain Bourn ſailed from thence that very Day, and was 
expected again the next, they embarked in ſuch a Hurry, that 
hey left fitteen or twenty of their Men behind them, who were 
made Pri by the Inhabitants of the liland, and ſo ended this 
Project, through the Courage and Conduct of this worthy Com- 
mander. Ihe French, however, did not get ſo eaſily rid of this 
Miſchief, for Captain Liſſe, in her Majeſty's Ship The Diamond, 
having Notice of their Situation, and ſuſpecting that ſome of their 
Tranſports would very ſoon put to Sea, he kept cruizing, toge- 
ther with The Panther, and other of her Majeſty's Ships, at a 
ſmall Diſtance from the Coaſt, and in a ſhort 'l'ime, touk three 
of them, beſides doing much more Miſchief ; ſo that the Enemy 
were effectually cured of their Inclination to make Deſcents for 

this Lear. „„ 
To return now to Commodore Litileton, who having ſent 
away the homeward bound Trade in the Month of Auguſt, under 
the Convoy of The Nonſuch, returned again to his Cruizing Sta- 
tion in the latter End of the ſame Month. He had not been long 
at Sea, before the Captain of The /7:dway's Prize, whom he 
had ſent to Blewfields-Bay, in Jamaica, brought him Advice, 
that the Maſter of a Trading: Veſſel had lately made Oath before 
Lord Archibald Hamilton, then Governor of Jamaica, that cigh- 
teen French Men of War, having a large Number of Tranſports 
with Soldiers under their Convoy, arrived lately at Martinico, 
from whence, it was believed, they would very ſp<edily fail in 
order to make an Attempt upon Jamaica. This Intelligence 
brought the Commodore inſtantly back to the Iſland, where the 
Governor affured him, there was not a Word of Truth in the 
Story; which, however, had a very ill Effect, ſince, at that 
very Inſtant MA. du Caſſe, with his Squadron, got ſafe into the 
Havannah, which he could not poſſibly have done, if the Com- 
modore had kept his Station. This Diſappointment gave him in- 
finite Diſturbance, but did not hinder his Cruizing for ſome time 
off the Havannah, inhopes of repairing this Diſaſter ; in which, 
however, he did not ſucceed. Upon his Return to Jamaica, he 
found The Thetis, a French Man of War, lately taken, arrived 
from New-England; and ſoon atter, came Captain Leſtoch, in 
The Weymouth, from the fame Place, with a ſmall Privateer, 
which he had taken on the Coaft of Porto Rico, in his Paſſage. 
1 1 There 


© See Captain Bourn's Letter, dated from Carliſle Bay, in Barba- 
does, July 17, 1711, and two Letters from Captain Liſle, the firit 
dated July 22, and the ſecond July 30, 1711 ; the former from An- 
tigua, and the latter from St. Chriſtopher's, in the London- Gazette, 
No. 4906. | 
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There were then many Merchant-ſhips ready to fail home, with 
whom, the Commodore ſent The Angleſea, Fowey and Scarbo- 
rough ; the laſt- mentioned Ship had been taken from the French 
by the two former, upon the Coaſt of Guinea, where, not long 
before, the French had taken her from us. Thus ended the Ope- 
rations of this Naval Campaign for this Year, in the Veſi- Indies. 
But before we leave America, it is neceſſary, that we ſhould enter 
Into a circumſtantial Account of that famous Expedition againſt the 
French Settlements in Canada, which makes ſo great a Figure in 
the French Hiſtories, and on which we find ſo many Reflections 
made in our on; the Subject, indeed, is both intricate and un- 
pleaſant, but withal, it is extremely neceſſary to ſet it in a clear 
Light; fince, notwithſtanding its Miſcarrying, through a Con- 
currence of unforeſeen, as well as unlucky Accidents, it was cer- 
tainly one of the beſt intended, and very far from being one of 
the worſt contrived Deſigns, that was ſet on Foot during this War; 
and therefore, we hope the Reader will not think an Impartial 
Relation of the whole Affair unworthy of his Attention. 

Tux Diſturbance given us by the French in North-America, 
and the Apprehenſions our Colonies were under, from the Strength 
of their Settlements in Canada, have been ſo often mentioned, 
that I think I need not inſiſt upon them here: I ſhall content 
myſelf, therefore, with obſerving, that the Earl of Godolphin had 
often expreſſed a Defire of attempting ſomething of Conſquence 
in this Part of the World, that might exalt our own Character, 
and humble the Haughtineſs of the Enemy. Sir Hovenden Walker 
informs us, that he was conſulted by that great Miniſter, in refe- 
rence to this Deſign; yet I very much doubt, whether the whole 
of it was then communicated to him, ſince it is very certain, that 
neither he, nor General Hill, were to have been employed in the 
Expedition, as it was then intended ; but Sir Thomas Hardy was 


to have commanded the Fleet, and the Land-Forces were 


to have been under General Macartney. It has been re- 
marked by Biſhop Burnet, and ſome other Writers, that the 
whole of this Deſign was concerted without any Application to, 
or Conſent of Parliament; and this, that Prelate ſays, was the 

more inexcuſable, becauſe it was contrived and carried into Exe- 
cution, and the Parliament was fitting ©, The Force of == | 


4 Burchet, Lediard, Hiſtory of Jamaica, Compleat Hiſtory of Eu- 
rope for the Year 1711. Annals of Queen Anne, &c. 

»The Biſhop's Account runs thus: An Expedition was deſign- 
ed by Sea for taking Quebec and Placentia, and for that End, 5000 
Men were brought from Flanders. Hill, who was Brother to the 


Favourite, 
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jection, I muſt confeſs, I do not ſee ; for if Expeditions of ſuch a 
Nature, with all the Eſtimates of Expences neceſſary for render- 
ing them effectual, were to be laid before Parliament, before they 
could be undertaken, I think it muſt be obvious to every intelli- 
gent Reader, that this would afford ſuch an Opportunity of oppoſing 
Deſigns of this Nature at home, and making all the World ac- 
quainted with them abroad, that it would be afterwards ſeldom 
| adviſeable to execute them at all But there is another Remark 

made by Mr. Burchet, which appears to have a better Founda- 
tion. 


ſays, that this Deſign was induſtriouſly concealed from 
the Lords of the Admiralty, as long as it was poflible, and that at 


laſt, they were truſted only with the executive Part, and not at 

all with the Direction; tor otherwiſe, he thinks it would have 

been impoſſible that ſuch large Ships ſhould have been ordered for 
Expedition into the River of t. Lawrence, which was ſo w 


an | 
known to their Lordſhips, to be ſo hazardous a Navigation, and 
for which, therefore, Ships of ſuch a Burthen, were altoge- 


ther unfit . This Remark, I ſay, has greater Weight with me, 


5 5 5 becauſe, 
« Favourite, had the Command. There was a ſtrong Squadron of 


„Men of War ordered to ſecure the Tranſport Fleet; they were 
« furniſhed from hence with Proviſions, only for three Months; but 
« they deſigned to take in a ſecond Supply at New England. A 
« Commiſſioner of the ViRualling then told me, he could not 
« gueſs what made them to be ſent out ſo ill turniſhed, for they had 
1 Stores lying on their Hands for a full Supply. '” — Mr. Old- 

mixon writes with leſs Reſentment ; he attributes this Proje& origi- 
nally to Governor Nicholſon, and | believe with Truth; he ſays, the 
four Indian Chiefs, who were brought over hitner, and preſented to 
the Queen, ſollicited it ſtrongly ; and in fine, that it had been certainly 


a very good Project, if it had fallen into good Hands. But he inſi- 
rary of which, I think, 


nuates, that it was made a Job of; the cont 
will appear by the Citation in the next Note. 
How far the following Account of this Matter, taken from 


a Letter of Mr. Secretary St. John's, to Sir Hovenden Walker, 


dated April 17, 1711; will obviate even this Objection, I muſt 
leave to the Reader; with this Obſervation, how ever, that if the 
Sentiments contained in it were not fincere, the Writer muſt have 


been the greateſt Diſſembler in the World. ** The Humber and 


% Devonſhire, will proceed with you, of thoſe which are ordered to 


« cruize in the Soundings, It will not, I doubt, be poſſible for you to 


t be joined by any. The Lords of the Admiralty, you find, look 
« on theſe additional Ships, as given you for the Expedition, and it 
« js fit they ſhould do ſo; but when you are got far enough into the 
«© Sea, you are to ſend back two of the ten Sail, and if you find any 


* of the eight firſt, appointed to compoſe your Squadron, not fit for 
„the Voyage, as the Torbay is reported not to be, you may in ſuch 


Caſe, 
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becauſe, it plainly proves, that how right ſoever the Intention 
of a Miniſtry may be, in endeavouring to preſerve an abſolute 
Secrecy as to Deſigns of this Sort yet, in caſe of any Miſcar- 
riage, their Conduct will be always liable to great Imputations, 
where they avoid communicating their Councils to ſuch Branches 
of the Adminiſtration, as ſeem to have a Right to regulate and 
direct them. | | 
In reſpe& to this Deſign upon Quebec, it ſeems to have been 
principally under the Direction of the Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, 
then Mr. Secretary St. John, by whoſe Intereſt, I ſuppoſe, Sir 
Hevenden Walker, Rear-Admiral of the White, was appointed to 
command in Chief, and General Hill, who was Brother to Lady 
Maſbam, was appointed Commander of about five thouſand 
Land Forces, that were to be employed in this Deſign. As it 
was the firſt, and indeed the only great Undertaking of the New 
Miniſtry, I cannot believe but that they were in Earneſt, and 
really in Hopes of raiſing their Reputation, by giving an extraordi- 
nary Blow to the French Power in thoſe Parts; which I con- 
cCeive muſt evidently appear, if we conſider the great Force em- 
ployed for this Purpoſe, and which will be beſt made known to 
the Reader, by giving him Sir Hovenden Walker's Line of Battle, 
as we find it in the Appendix to his own Account. 


Ships. Commanders. Men. Guns. 
Torbay Captain Moody, 500 80 
Monmouth, Mitchell, 400 70 
Sunderland, Gore, E 9 
Diamond, Lifle, 190 40 

| Devonſhire, 3 N. e 
Edgar, Sir Hovenden Walker, I - 
Wh Captain grant 0" I” 
Humber, Culli fard, 520 80 
Aontague, Walton, 365 ©60 
Kingſton, Winder, 365 60 

_ Swiftſure : Cooper, 780 
Dunkirk, Butler, 365 60 

. Together 


e Caſe, ſend home the Ship which is unfit, taking which you ſhall 
4% like beſt of the two additional Ships in lieu of her. The Meſſen- 
« ger who brings this Pacquet, is ordered to ſtay till diſpatched back 
« again by Mr. Hill and yourſelf. I muſt tell you, that I find her 

« Majeſty extreamly impatient to hear you are ſailed, and —_— 
| | | | 8 
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Together, with The Bedford Galley Frigate, Bafiliſt, and Gra- 
nada Bombs, with The Experiment, the Bombs Tender. 


THreReE were beſides, thirty-three Tranſports, wich the Re- 


8 of Brigadier Hill, Colonel Vindreſe, Colonel Clayton, 


olonel Kane, Licutenant-General Seymour, Colonel D:/ney, 


Colonel Kirk, and a Battalion of Marines, under the Command 
of Colonel Charles Churchill, making in all, upwards of five 
thouſand Men, and eight Tranſports and Tenders belonging to 
the Trains. 4 
Tux Inſtructions given by her Majeſty to Sir Hovenden Wal- 
ker, required him, as ſoon as the General and Trocps were em- 
barked, to proceed to By/fon directly, without touching at any 
Place whatſoever ; and, if he judged it convenient, he was to 
detach in his Paſſage, a Ship of War, with the Artillery, Stores, 
Cloaths, and other Neceſſaries, to New-Yort ; but, if he found 
this inexpedient, he was to fend them from Beton. On his Ar- 


rival at that Place, he was to take The Leopard and Saphire un- 
der his Command, and in caſe the General thought it neceſſary, 


he was to affiſt him in exchanging the Gariſon of Auna pulis-Roy- 


al, and in tranſporting the old Garifon, with Stores back to New 


England. He was, when at Baſten, to take under his Care, all 
Tranſport-Veſſels, Ketches, Hoys, Boats, and other Nucc ſſarics 


provided in New England; and as ſoon as the Forces from hence, 


and thoſe raiſed there, ſhould be on board, he was to ſail with 
them all into the River of St. Lawrence, up to Quebec, in order 
to attack that Place; and being arrived, to make a proper Diſ- 


poſition of the Ships for that Purpoſe, as well of ſuch as might be 


fit to employ before the Town, as others, upon conſulting with 


the General, to paſs the Place, and proceed up the River to- 


wards the Lake, not only to prevent any Communication with 
uebec, but to protect the Canoes, and Boats, with the Forces 


from New York ; to which End, he was empowered to convert 


ſome 


40 leſt you ſhould loſe the Advantage of this Eafterly Wind. I hope, 
therefore, by the Return of the Meſſenger, you will inform me ex- 
* actly when you ſhall be ready to proceed. I have nothing more to 


t add, but to recommend all poſſible Expedition to you, upon which, 


« morally and probably ſpeaking, your Succeſs entirely depends. 


That you may have a proſperous Voyage, and be, together with 


« Mr. Hill, the Inſtruments of doing ſo much Honour and bringing 

% ſo much Advantage to your Country, as are propoſed by the Attempt 

« you are ordered to make, is the hearty Prayers of, 8 
* I Yours, fc.” 


© See the Appendix to Sir Hovenden Walker's full Account of the 
late Expedition to Canada, p. 188,—191, 
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ſome of the ſmall Veſſels ſent from hence, or New England, in- 
to Fiigates, ſuitable to the Navigation of the upper Part of the 
River, and to Man and Arm them accordingly. At New Eng- 
land, or elſcwhere, he was to afliſt the General with Veſſels and 
Boats proper for Landing the Forces, and embarking them again, 
but more eſpecially upon his Arrival at Quebec, or for tranſporting 
them from Place to Place. He was alſo ordered, to ſend to the 
General ſuch Marine Suldi-rs, as ſnould be on board the Squadron, 
when he ſhould demand the ſame, which he was to have the chief 
Command of while employed on Shore; beſides which, he was to 
aid him with ſuch a Number of Seamen, Gunners, Guns, Am- 
munition, and other Stores, from the dhips as he thould demand 
for the Land- dervice, which Seamen were to aſſiſt in drawing 
and mounting the Cannon, or otherwiſe as ſhould be found ne- 
ceſſary. He was ſtrictly required to loſe no Time in proceeding 
to New England, and from thence, to the River of St. Lawrence; 
nor in putting in Execution the Service of Quebec: but that on 
his Part, all Expedition thould be uſcd in the Reduction of the 
Place, and of the Country of Canada, or New France, and in 
the ſeaſonable cturn of the Squadron and Tranſports s. 
| He was further inſtructed 3 which ſhews, that this Deſign had 
been thoroughly conſidered, in caſe of ducceſs, to leave ſuch a 
Naval Force as he thought proper in the River of St. Lawrence, 
and to mike Lc of any of the Encmy's Ships that might be taken, 
to bring uto Europe ſuch Governors, regular Troops, religious 
Perſons, or Others, whom the General, by his Inſtructions was 
directed to ſend away from Canada, with whatever Neceflaries 
for their Tranſportation he ſhould think requiſite. Theſe Services 
being taken Care of, he was to take on Board the General, if he 
ſhould think fit to return, and ſuch ot the Forces as ſhould not be 
found neceſſary to leave in Canada; and if the Seaſon of the Year 
would permit, he was to proceed to attack Placentia, in News- 
foundland, in ſuch a Manner as General Hil thould direct; and 
this Service being over, he was to order ſuch dhips of War as did 
not properly belong to his >quadron, to their ſeveral Stations, di- 
recting the Maſters of the Tranſpurts, which he ſhould have no 
further Occaſion for, to go and ſeek Freight, either upon the 
Continent of America, or in the Iſlands, in order to caſe the 
Public of the Charge of them, and for the Benefit of the Britiſb 
Commerce .. | ES. 5 
ON 


n See the Inſtructions at large, in the before-mentioned Appendix, 
P. 166. 
| Beſides theſe Inſtructions, the Admiral was furniſhed with Cages 
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On the 29th of April, 1711, Sir Hovenden Waller failed 
with the Men of War and Than under his Command ; but 
coming off the Start the 1ſt of May, a Weſterly Wind obliged 
him to put into — * ; from whence, he failed 2 


of thoſe ſent to the reſpective Governors of Maſſachuſets Bay, and 
New Hampſhire ; the additional Inſtructions ſent to the Governor of 
New-York, as well as thoſe to Francis Nicholſon, Eſq; and the Go- 
vernors of Connecticut, Rhode-Ifſland, Providence, and Penſilvania, 
that he might be convinced, the Adminiſtration had taken all the Care 
in their Power, that he might not fail for want of proper Aſſi 
ſtance, or be in any Doubt as to what was, or was not in the 
Power, of ſuch Perſons, as he in the Courſe of his Expedition might 
have Occaſion to apply to; which, without Doubt was very uſeful, 
and highly proper in his Cireumſtances. 

X As I have all along endeavoured to treat every Subject that 
fell in my Way as impartially as poſſible, ſo I think it my duty to 
give the Reader here a Letter from Lord Bolingbroke to the Ad- 
miral, which I think evidently proves, that Miniſter had this * 
as much at Heart, as ay Man 1 in his Station could have. 


«SIR, 


« The Wind being come about to the South, I take it for 
„ granted, that this Letter will find you at Plymouth, or at Tor- 
« bay, the uſual Bane of our Maritime Expeditions. You muſt al- 
« low me to tell you, that the Queen is very uneaſy at the unac- 
« countable Loſs of Time in your Stay at Portſmouth ; and, if 
« The Devonſhire could not be refitted ſooner, you ought rather to 
4 have left her behind, than delay your Sailing. If the Tranſports 
d“ were the Occaſion of this Misfortune, the Commiſſioners, or Ma- 
« ſters of them are to blame, and ſhould be complained of. I take 
« it for granted, if you continue any Time Wind-bound, that you 
« will be ſtopt for good and all; that the whole Expence and 
& Trouble will be thrown away; and that we ſhall make as little 
« of our Fleet this Year, as we have done in former Summers. In 
* caſe Providence will carry us forward in Spight of our Tecth : 
« I hope the laſt Delay will be a Warning to you, and that you 
« will improve To-day, inſtead of depending upon To-morrow. If 
„ apy Thing is to be ordered, or done here, let me know by Ex- 
4 preſs, and there ſhall be as much Expedition uſed, as I wiſh there 
4 had been at Portſmouth. I have ſeat to Coleby to go wherever 
* you are driven back, that this Part of the Service may have the 
due Care taken of it. 


« Whitehall, 


« May 1, 1711, «<IamSIR, Kc.“ 
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in two Day's Time, and continued his Voyage very happily to- 
wards New England, where he arrived on the 24th of June, 
without any other Accident, than that of two of his Captains 
diſobeying his Orders, viz. Captain Seans of The Edgar, and 
Captain Butler in the Dunkirk ; they had both Chaſed without 
Signal and left the Fleet, notwithſtanding the ſtrict Injunction of 
the Admiral, grounded on his Inſtructions to the contrary. As 
Captain Scans had joined the Fleet again the next Day, he was 
only Mulct three Months Pay; but Captain Butler, having ne- 
ver becn ſeen by the Fleet, till their Arrival at Nantaſtet near 
Bujtin, was diſcharged and diſmiſſed from his Command l. 

The Admiral was far from meeting in New England, with that 

hearty Zeal for the Service which he expected, for being obliged 
to take up a great Quantity of Proviſion for the Service of the 
Fleet and Tranſports, he found the utmoſt Difficulty therein, as ap- 
pears very clearly from the authentic Papers inſerted, or annexed 
by way of Appendix to his Account. From theſe it appears, that 
the Perſon who was depended upon for that Service, not only 
refuſed it, but endeavoured to ſerve his private Intereſt, at the 
Expence of the Public, by buying up great Quantities on his 
own Account, in order to vend them again to whoever ſhould 
undertake to ſupply the Flect; ſo that by the Slownelſs of 
the Colony, and the Avarice of this particular Perſon, the 
whole Expedition was ruined. The Admiral and General 
did all that was in their Power by Memorials and Sollici- 
tations, to remedy this Inconvenience, but to little or no pur- 
poſe, ſince the Inhabitants were extreamly ſenſible of their 
own Intereſt, and deaf to every thing elſe. General Nicholſon 
came to Z-/ton, and gave all the Aſſiſtance that was in his 
Power, and fo did ſome other Public-ſpirited Perſons, without 

which, it had been impoſſible for the Fleet and Forces to have 
proceeded at all; and as it was, they found it impracticable to 
leave Bo/tan before the 3oth, of July, when with a few Pilots on 
Board, who profeſſed their own Ignorance and went againſt their 
Will, Sir Zvenden Malter failed for Quebec u. 


Ox 


The Sentences of theſe Court Marſhals are in the Appendix to 
Sir Hovenden Walker's Account; where in that of Capt. Thomas 
Butler it is ſaid, that he ſeparated from the Fleet on the 28th, of 
May, in Order to Chaſe a ſmall Ship which he took, and applied 
the Produce for his own private Advantage, by which he was guilty 
of a poſitive breach of Orders and Diſcipline. | 

See Sir Hovenden Walker's Account. Burchet, Compleat Hi- 
ſtory of Europe for the Year 1711. Annals of Queen Anne, &c. 
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On the 14th of Auguſt he reached the Bird - Iſandi, which 
lie about two hundred and fifty Leagues from Cape Anne, and 
having ſent The Chefter, Leopard and Saphire, to Cruiſe be- 
tween Placentia and Cape Breton, on an Ifland oppoſite to 
Newfoundland, expecting their joining him in his Paſſage to 
Duzbec, the former of which Ships had taken, and ſent into 
| Bofton before he ſailed thence, a Ship of about one hundred and 
twenty Tons, with 10 Guns that had ſeventy Men on Board, 
whereof thirty were ſoldiers for the Gariſon of Quebec. The 
TLesſtaff, Feverſham, Enterprize and Triton's Prize, all ſmall 
Frigates which were ſtationed at New York and Virginia, he or- 
dered to join him off of Cape Breton, being empowered by her 
Majeſty's Orders ſo to do, if he ſhould find it neceſlary ; and 
this he the rather did, becauſe of the Uſe they might be to him 
in his proceeding up the River to Quebec, which Navigation moſt 
of the People with whom he had ſpoken, repreſented to be very 
dangerous; and therefore he rightly judged The Humber and 
Devonſhire, which mounted 80 Guns each, too big to be 
ventured thither, for which Reaſon, he ſent them Home, and 
' ſhifted his Flag on board The Edgar, a Ship of 70 Guns, Ge- 
neral Hill removing into The Windfor, which carried ten leſs 3 
but fince he had Information that a Ship of 60 Guns, and ano- 
ther of 30, were expected from France very ſuddenly, he or- 
dered the aforeſaid Ships, Humber and Devonſhire, to cruize on 
the opening of the Bay of St. Lawrence, until the laſt of Au- 
guſt, and then to purſue their Voyage home. He had very fair 
Weather until he got into the ſaid Bay, when it became change- 
able; ſometimes thick and foggy, and other whites calm and 
little Winds, and the Navigation appeared to be intricate and 
hazardous. The 18th of Auguſt, when he was off of Gaſpt Bay, 
near the Entrance of the River Canada, it blew freſh at 
N. W. and leſt the Tranſports ſhould be ſeparated, and blown 
to Leeward, he Anchored in the Bay, where ſtaying for an Op- 
portunity to proceed up the River, he burnt a French Ship that 
was Fiſhing, not being able to bring her off ®” 
O the 20th of Auguſt the Wind veering Weſterly, the 

Admiral had hopes of gaining a - Paſſage, but the next Day 
Afternoon, it proved foggy, and continued ſo all Night and the Day 
following, with very little Wind till the Afternoon, when there 
was an extream thick Fog, and it began to blow hard at E. 
and E. S. E. which rendering it impoſſible to ſteer any Courſe 
with Safety, having neither Sight of Lands nor Soundings, or 
Anchorage. He by the Advice of the Pilots then on Board . 


» Sir Hovenden's Account, p. 121. 


Vor. IV. | I 
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| ther than the Log-line gave, where the whole Fleet had like to 


| have been loſt ; the Men eſcaping the danger with the utmoſt 
Difficulty, but eight Tranſport- Ships were caſt away, and al- 
moſt nine hundred Officers, Soldiers and Seaman periſhed 2. 

The French Pilot (who, as it was ſaid, had been forty Voyages 
in this River, and eighteen of them in Command) informed 
him, that when it happens to be ſo Foggy as to prevent the 


ſi yu of as Lag, it is impoſſible to judge of the Currents, or 


difficult to procure Men in France, to proceed on fo dan- 
yu a Navigation, hace almoſt every Year they ſuffered 
ipwreck — 


I 


© The Admiral has publiſhed the following Account of the sup. 


and Men that were loſt by this unlucky Accident. 


Ships Names. Men Men 
Tranſports. loſt. ſaved. Regiment 
Iſabella Anne Katherine, 192 7 or 8 Colonel Wendreſſe, 
Smyrna Merchant 200 30 i 5 
Samuel and Anne 142 7 or 8 Lieut. Gen. Seymour, 
Nathaniel and Elizabeth 10 188 — Ditto 
Marlborough 130 30 Colonel Clayton, 
Chatham 60 40 Windreſſe, 
Colcheſter 150 180 Lieut. Gen. 2 | 
Content, Victualler 15 
884 499 


v Sir Sd himſelf, gives Mr. Burchet this Account, in 2 
Letter, ſent im expreſs by Captain Cook, of the Leopard, dated 
from on board the Edgar in Spaniſh River Bay, September 12, 
I711. And indeed all the French Writers who pretcnd to give us 
a Deſcription of Canada, and the River of St. Lawrence, con- 


= 1. ; fo tat, without Queſtion, the Truth of this Report may be 
ed on. 


D ö e as 
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StR Hovenden Malter plied two Days after this with freſh 
Gales at W. and S. in order to fave what Men and Stores he 
could, and on the 25th of Auguſt, by the Advice and Conſent 
of the General, he called a Council of War, conſiſting of all 
the Sea-Officers, wherein great Debates aroſe, moſt of the Cap- 
tains being rather inclined to cenſure the Admiral's Conduct, in 
not calling a Council of War before he left 1 than to give 
him any Reaſon to grow fond of Councils of War, by the Ad- 
vice they gave him in this. Sir Hovenden told them plainly, 
that if he had acted amiſs in what they mentioned, he was to 
anſwer for it in another Place, and that the Nature of the Ser- 
vice, and the Circumſtances they were in, required them to con- 
fine their Deliberations to another Matter; and therefore, in or- 
der to cut ſhort theſe unneceſſary Debates, he would propoſe the 
ſingle Queſtion, proper for their preſent Conſideration; which 
was, whether they thought it Practicable to get up to Quebec or 
not? Upon which they came unanimouſly to the following Re- 
ſolution, (viz.) That, by reaſon of the Ignorance of the 
« Pilots, it was wholly impracticable to go up the River of St. 
& Lawrence, with the Men of War and Tranſports, as far as 
& Duebec ; as alſo the Uncertainty and Rapidity of the Currents, 
& as by fatal Experience was found 4. Upon this, The Saphire 
was ſent to Boſton, with an Account of the Misfortune, and The 
Montague to find out The Humber and Devonſhire, and to ſtop all 
Ships bound up to Quebec; and The Leopard being left with ſome 
Sloops and Brigantines, to take any Men from the Shore that 
might be ſaved, and to endeavour to weigh ſome Anchors left 
behind, he proceeded to Spaniſh River, in the Iſland of Breton, 
the Rendezvous he had appointed, there to be perfectly informed 
of the State of the Army and Fleet, and to ſettle Matters for their 
further Proceedings ; but all the Ships did not join till the 7th of 
September. 1 | 3 5 
TnuE Admiral being very ſenſible of the Reproaches that would 
be caſt upon him, if, after failing in his Attempt on Quebec, he 
ſhould return home without ſo much as attempting Placentia, 
os „ 11 | communicated 


4 This Reſolution was not taken upon any haſty Reſentment of 
the late Accident; but after mature Deliberation, and very ſtrict 
Examination of every Pilot on Board, who all of them agreed in 
confeſling their Ignorance ; and even Colonel Vetch, who declared 
himſelf the beſt Pilot for that River, now deſired to be excuſed from 
medling with Sea-Affairs, and ſaid, he could not take Charge ſo much 
as of a ſingle Ship. 5 

r See Sir Hovenden Walker's Account, p. 134. Burchet, Com- 

pleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1711, Life of Queen Anne. 
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communicated his Thoughts upon this SubjeR, very freely to 
the General, and ſome Land Officers, intimating, at the ſame 
Time, ſome Doubt, whether his Inſtructions would warrant ſuch 
a Conduct, without receiving freſh Orders from England. Ge- 
neral Hill agrecd with him in the main, that it was a great Miſ- 
fortune to the Nation, and very unlucky for themſelves, that hi- 
| therto they had met with fo little Succeſs in this Expedition; but 

was quite of a different Opinion, as to the Return of the Fleet 
and Forces to England, which he judged to be abſolutely in the 

Admiral's Power; however, he adviſed him to call a ſecond 
Council of War, and to be determined by the Opinion of the Sea 
and Land-Officers, to which the Admiral readily agreed; and 
accordingly he made a Signal for a general Council of War of 
Sea and „ on Saturday the Sth of September, in 
Spaniſh-River Read ; and in this Council, it was unanimouſly 
determined, that any Attempt upon Placentia, conſidering the 
lateneſs of the Seaſon, and their Circumſtances, was utterly im- 
practicable *, The Admiral had now nothing more to do, than 


As this Reſolution abſolutely decided the whole Buſineſs ; as it 
contains the Reaſons upon which the Officers concerned, proceeded ; 
and as it fully proves the Innocence of the Admiral, and the General, 
in this Affair, the whole of which it ſets in a full and clear Light; I 
think it neceſſary to tranſcribe it, and them, with the Names of the 
Officers preſent at this Council. 5 

The Twenty - firſt Article of her Majeſty's Inſtructions to the Ge- 
neral, for attacking Placentia in Newfoundland, in his Return from 

Canada, together with the tenth Article of the Admiral's Inſtructions, 
to the ſame Purpoſe, being ſeverally read to the Council of War; as 
alſo a Letter from Colonel Dudley, Governor of New. England, to 
the Admiral, touching the lateneſs of the Preparation of Proviſions, 
now making in that Colony for the Supply of the Troops, if they 
| had wintered at Quebec; all which being maturely conſidered, and 

debated, the Queſtion was put as follows, viz. The State of Proviſions 
for the Ships of War, and Land Forces, being conſidered, which 
Proviſions not amounting to above ten Weeks, at ſhort Allowance, 
computing it from the 1 2th of this inſtant September, as appears by 
the Agent Victuallers ſigned Account thereof, and allowing it to be 
all good, and to hold but to that Time, the faid 12th of September, 
being the ſooneſt we can fail from thence ; and there being no Hopes 
of any Supply from New-England, before the Beginning of Novem- 
ber next, at ſooneſt, as appears by the Advice received in the afore - 
ſaid Letter from the Governor of New-England, and the Opinion of 
two of the Members of the Council of War, who knew that Country, 
together with the Uncertainty of any Proviſions coming to us at New- 
. e flouncdland, 
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to provide the beſt he could for his ſafe Return home, and for the 
due Diſtribution of Ships and Forces to their reſpective Stations 
and Gariſons throughout North America, which he ſeems to have 
performed with all the Care and Diligence imaginable; and it ap- 
pears, that in the whole Courſe of his Command, he preſerved a 
perfect Underſtanding with the Land- Officers, and gave all the 
Aſſiſtance that was either deſired, or could be expected, to the 
ſeveral Governors of our Settlements in that Part of the World. 
In his Voyage home, he met with no Accidents, that either re- 
tarded his Paſſage, or added to the Misfortunes he had already met 
vith; but arrived ſafely at St. Helens, on the gth of October, 1711, 
with the Fleet and Tranſports under his Command. On the 
13th, the Soldiers having all had their Quarters aſſigned them, and 
the Tranſports being directed to the ſeveral Ports, where the Re- 

iments were to embark, the Admiral, having had Leave for that 

urpoſe, ſet out for London. On the 15th, the Admiral's Ship, 
in which he had hoiſted his Flag, The Edgar, a Third Rate of 
70 Guns, blew up at Spithead, by which, ſeveral hundred Sea- 
men were loſt, with all Sir Hovenden MWalter's Furniture, Stores, 
and public Papers, Books, Draughts, Journals, Charts, &c. with 
all the Officers Original Demands, Supplies, and Receipts ; which 
was certainly a very great Misfortune to him, and ſuch a one, as 
did by no means deſerve to be heightened by any groundleſs or 
malicious Reflections; which, however, were not ſpared upon 
that melancholy Occaſion. That every Evening, Sir Hovenden 
waited upon Secretary St. Jon, who expreſſed an extraordinary 


3 Concern, 


foundland, by reaſon the Seaſon of the Year is ſo far advanced, which 
makes the Navigation of that Coaſt ſo dangerous : 'The Council of 
War is unanimouſly of Opinion, that the Attempt for reducing Placen- 
tia, under the Circumſtances and Difficulties abovementioned, is at 
this Time altogether impracticable, and that it is for her Majeſty's 
Service, that the Squadron and Tranſports with the Britiſh Troops, 
do forthwith return to Great-Britain, and the Forces raiſed in New- 
England to that Colony. | 


Hovenden Walker, J. Hill, 


| Joſeph Soanes, Charles Churchill, 

John Mitchell, William Windreſſe, 

R. Arras, 8 M. Kempenfelt, 
G. Walton, Jaſper Claton, 
Henry Gore, P. Kirk, 
G. Paddon, H. Diſney, 
John Winder, Richard Kane, 
John Cockburn, Samuel Vetch, 


James Cook, Sha. Walton. 
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Concern, on the Miſcarriage of the Expedition. On the 19th, 
the Admiral was introduc'd to the Queen at Vindſor, by the 
Duke of Shrewſbury ; when her Majeſty received him very Kind- 
ly, gave him her Hand to kiſs, and told him, She was glad to fee 
him. | 


The Reflections made by Mr. Secretary Burchet, upon this 


Expedition, are fo extraordinary, and ſo out of his uſual way of 
Writing, that I cannot help laying them before the Reader with 


a few Remarks. Thus ended, fays he, an Expedition ſo charge- 
able to the Nation, and from which no Advantage could rea- 
ſonably be expected, conſidering how unadviſedly it was ſet 

< on Foot, by thoſe who nurſed it upon falſe Suggeſtions and Re- 
<< preſentations. Beſides, it occaſioned our drawing from our 


„Army in Flanders, under the Command of his Grace the 


„% Duke of Marlborough, at leaſt, fix Thouſand Men; where, 


< inſtead of beating up and down at Sea, they might, under his 


1 auſpicious Conduct, have done their Country Service. Nay, 


< there may be added to the Misfortuncs abfoad, an unlucky 


« Accident which happened even at their Return on our own 


| <<. Coaſt; for a Ship of the Squadron called The Edgar of 70 
«© Guns, had not been many Days at an Anchor at Spithead, 
<< ere (by what Cauſe is unknown) ſhe blew up, and all the Men 


«© which were on Board her periih'd.” u. N 
Tux firſt Part of this Obſervation is taken from Sir Hoven- 


den Walker's Letter; but whereas he _ plainly, that as the 


Scheme was contrived by the People of New-England, ſo it was 
ruined through their ill Conduct; yet as it ſtands with Mr. Bur- 
chet, it looks rather like a Reflection on the Adminiſtration. The 


Deſign itſelf was undoubtedly good; it was thought of before; 


it was attempted ſoon after the Revolution. All —_— in 
Nerth- America, ſaw not only the Expediency, but the Neceſſity 
| 5 of 


t See Sir Hovenden Walker's Account, p. 1 55, 156. Burchet's 


Naval Hiſtory, p. 781, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, vol. ii. 
p. 685. | 


u See his Naval Hiſtory, p. 781. What ſeems to have drawn ſo 


much Reſentment upon this Gentleman, was, his being conſidered as 
a Favourite of this Adminiſtration. At the Change of the Miniſtry, 
he was Superintendant at Plymouth, and was promoted to the va- 


cant Flag in the Month of March, 1711, as he tells us himſelf, out of | 
_ Regard to Seniority. In the Month of April, he was Knighted, and 


appointed Commander in Chief of this Expedition, in which his Con- 
duct appeared ſo little blameable to her Majeſty, and her Council, 
that, as we ſhall ſee hereafter, he was again appointed Commander 
in Chief in the Weſt Indies, in order to relieve Commodore Little 
ton, and diſcharged his Truſt with great Reputation. 
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of it, and that in Fact, the Thing ſtood thus; we muſt either 
uſe our Superiority for the Deſtruction of the French, or expect 


Deſtruction from them, when through our Neglect, and their 


own Diligence they become Superior to us. It was, therefore, 
no Objection at all, either to the Adminiſtration, or to Admiral 
Malter, that their Thoughts were ſo much bent on a Matter of 
ſo high Conſequence to the Commerce and Navigation of Great 
Britain; eſpecially at ſuch a JunQure, when, if we had ſuc- 
ceeded in our Deſign, the Poſſeſſion of Canada muſt have been 
yielded to us by a Peace. The ſhort Victualling of the Fleet, 
which ſome have interpreted as a Proof that the Miniſtry were 
not in Earneft, was in Fact, an Evidence of the contrary ; for, 


if they had intended to make a Shew only, they would moſt cer- 


tainly have victualled the Fleet for the whole Voyage. But then, 
this would have diſcovered the Deſign, long before they failed ; 
and it is moſt certain, that by following the contrary Method, 
the Secret was very well kept. In the next Place, it is no leſs 
certain, that Sir Hovenden arrived in Boſton in very good Time; 


and if the People of New-England, inſtead of that Backwardneſs 

which they expreſſed, and which, as appears from ſome inter- 
„was in part occaſioned by the Intrigues of ſome 

French Agents among them; I ſay, if, inſtead of this Back- 


wardneſs, they had ſhewn that Zeal, that from their Duty to 
their Mother-Country, their own warm Profeſſions, and the In- 
tereſt they had in the Execution of this Deſign, might well have 
been expected, the Scheme could not have failed. So that upon 
the whole, there is not the leaſt Ground for ſaying that the Land- 
Troops were worſe employed under the Command of General 
Hill, than they would have took 

Marlberough : 1 ſay, there is no Ground for affirming this, unleſs 
it can be ſuppoſed, that the Dutch Barrier is actually and bona fide, 
of greater Conſequence to this Nation, than our own Colonics and 
Commerce, and I muſt for my own Part confeſs, that I can never 
be much prepoſſeſſed in favour of a Writer of Naval Hiſtory, who 
would infinuate ſuch Things to his Reader. Yet all he ſays of 
this Sort, is a very Trifle, when comparcd with that moſt inju- 
rious Suggeſtion, as to the blowing up of the Edgar, which was 
the higheſt Misfortune to the Admiral, and therefore it is barba- 


rous in the laſt degree, to impute it to him as a Diſgrace ; nay, 


I 4 the 

The blowing up of the Edgar, on the 1 5th of October, was cer- 
tainly a very dreadful Accident; fince, beſides her Crew, there were 
forty or fifty People from Portſmouth and Goſport, who went to fee 


their Friends. The Commiſſion-Officers had the good Fortune ws 2 on 


in Flanders, under the Duke of 
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the very Turn given to it, is as filly, as it is malicious ; for 
if the Loſs of The Edgar had been a thing contrived, it might in 
all Probability have been diſcovered 3 whereas, being purely acci- 
dental, and all the Men in her being blown up, it was ſimply im- 
poſſible the Cauſe of this Accident ſhould ever be known. Another 
Party-writer has treated this Expedition as ſeverely, but with more 
Wit, Spirit and Decency, than the Secretary ; and to ſhew my 
Impartiality, I have inferted his Reflections at the bottom of the 
— 4 Happy would it be for us, if leſs of Party, and more of 
Public Spirit, appeared in our Hiſtorians; if the Deſign of ev 
Expedition was impartially repreſented, and Juſtice done to ſuch 
Commanders as did their beſt to ſerve the Nation, and were diſ- 
—_— by Accidents, that they could not either foreſee, or 
avoid, Et 
Wr are now to return Home, and to conſider what paſſed 
in Parliament, and elſe where, relating to the Subject of this 
Work ; and in the firſt Place, we are to obſerve, that as the 
Parliament fat very late in the Summer, ſo great Pains were — 


Shore. What made it till the worſe was, that our Seamen had a 


| Notion of its being very ominous, becauſe it was the oldeſt Ship in the 
Navy; and ſome wenc fo far as to affirm, that it was actually the 
Ship in which King Edgar failed, ſome Part of the old Veſſel being 
conſtantly preſerved every time that ſhe had been rebuilt, ſo that 
theſe were all Ingredients towards magnifying the Diſaſters of the Ca- 
nada Expedition; and I much wonder that this Tradition did not 
find a Place in Mr. Burchet's Hiſtory. . 9 8 
The Author referred to in the Text, was then a reverend Divine, 
and afterwards a Right Rev. Prelate of our Church, who, in a Trea- 
tiſe, Intitled, The Allies and the late Miniſtry defended againſt 
France, p. 58. writes thus. It was plain, by the Account given 
of the Expedition, that it was not meerly an Accident, or any 
« 'Treachery, that was the Cauſe of the Miſcarriage ; but a Compli- 
« cation of many Difficulties. For, firſt, continues he, we are told that 
© the River St. Laurence is Navigable only at one time of the Year. 
We let that ſlip; but if we had nicked the time, we could not have 
failed up that River, without very able Pilots. We had none: 
« If we had taken the proper time, and been provided with good 
« Pilots, none but Ships of a certain Burthen can go up the River; 
« all our Men of War were too big. But if Time, and Pilots, and 
“ Ships have been the moſt proper for the Enterprize, we ſhould have 
&« had Proviſions for more Months, than we had Weeks to ſubſiſt the 
% Fleet and Troops during the Winter. And what is more, if we 
*« had gone in the proper Time; if we had had good Pilots; if we 
« had carried proper Ships, and had lain in ſufficient Proviſions, it's 
« ſaid the Enemy were ſo well provided for a Defence, that our For- 
« ces were not ſufficient; thoꝰ both Troops and Officers were ſo 


“ Good, that nothing would have been wanted on their Side”. 
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ken to diſcover as many in the Conduct of the late 
Miniſtry, and that in as many Branches of the public Buſineſs, 
as it was poſſible. Amongſt theſe, the Commons, on the 4th 
of June, 1711, thought fit to introduce the Affairs of the Fleet 
in the following Terms. With regard to the Debt of the 
Navy, we find that one great Diſcouragement and Burden, 
ce which that Part of the Service has lain under, has been from a 
Liberty that has been uſed of diverting ſeveral Sums iſſued to 
that Service, and transferring them to other Purpoſes, for which 
they were not intended; particularly, that the Sum of fix hun- 
£6 dred, and fix thouſand, eight hundred and fix Pounds, ſeven 
4 Shillings and Seven Pence, belonging to the Navy, has been 
«© paid for Proviſions ſupplied to Land- Forces ſent to Spain and 
& Portugal, and for the Gariſon of Gibraltar ; for which no 
C Deductions have been made from the Pay of thoſe Forces, nor 
any Part of that Sum re-affign'd to the Victualling, notwith- 
c ſtanding, the ſeveral Acts of Parliament provided, and the 
( ny Tan writ, and Repreſentations made in the Treaſury 
c in that hehalf. This unjuſtifiable Proceeding has been a Diſ- 
* couragement to the Seamen, occaſioned the paying extravagant 
C Rates upon Contracts, and has very much contributed to fink 
ce the Credit of the Navy”. „ 3 . 
To this we may add, the many notorious Embezzlements, 
& and ſcandalous Abuſes, which appear to have been practiſed, 
& as well in the Management of your Majeſty's Brew-houſe, as 
© in the Contracts for furniſhing the Navy with Beer. We have 
© already preſumed to Addreſs your Majeſty, that ſeveral Perſons, 
„ whom we diſcovered to have been guilty of thoſe Frauds, 
© ſhould be proſecuted at Law for their Offences, and we en- 
6 tirely rely upon your Majeſty's moſt gracious Aſſurance, That 
& thoſe Proſecutions ſhall be effectually carried on: But we 
© muſt alſo, upon this Occaſion, beg leave, further to repreſent 
& to your A2 That the Commiſſioners appointed to take 
& Care of the Victualling your Majeſty's Navy, have been guilty 
* of great Negligence, and Remiſsneſs in their Dut, : For the 
& Inſtructions which go along with that Commiſſion, are ſo well 
& adapted to the preventing thoſe very Abuſes which have been 
© committed, that nothing but a notorious Miſmanagement in 
& that Office, and an inexcuſable Neglect in purſuing thoſe In- 
& ſtructions, could have given way to the great Loſs the Public 
« has ſuſtained in that Part of the Service?.” To this, the 


Queen 
y Some of our Political Writers have inſinuated, that all this was 


the mere Effects of Party Reſentment, and a Contrivance of the New 
| Minfirv, 


138 NAVAL HISTORY 


een was pleaſed to give the following very Gracious Anſwer. 
> ha, This Repreſentation gives a wb Aſſurances of 
« your Zeal for my Service, and for the true Intereſt of your 
65 Country. It contains many Particulars. I will take them all 
<< into ſerious Conſideration, and give the neceſſary Directions to 
& redreſs the Grievances you complain of. Be aſſured, that your 
Advice, upon all Occaſions, has the greateſt Weight with 
% me' . | 1 | 
THe Change of the Miniſtry, and the Change of Meaſures, 
made it extreamly requiſite to countenance in the higheſt De- 
gree whatever had the Appearance either of public Frugality, or 
encouraging our Navigation, Commerce, and Influence Abroad, 
ſuch an Influence, I mean, as might be beneficial to our Trade; 
and with a View to theſe, the Commons followed their Repre- 
ſentation upon the 7th of the ſame Month, with the following 
Reſolutions to addreſs the Queen, To appoint Perſons to en- 
quire into the Number and Quality of the Forces in her Ma- 
jeſty's Pay in Spain and Portugal, and to examine the State of 
© the Payments, and Accounts relating to the ſaid Forces, and 
* to the Gariſons and Fortifications of Gibraltar and Port- Ma- 
Hon; and alſo the Accounts of the Agent-Victuallers, and 
« Commiſſioners of Stores in thoſe Parts . They alſo reſolved 
to preſent two other; One, That ſhe would be pleaſed to take 
<< ſuch Meaſures as her Majeſty ſhould judge moſt proper, for 
<< ſupporting the Settlements in Africa, and preſerving the Af 


rican 


Miniſtry, to Miſrepreſent the Old, as the Reader may find at large, 
in the Hiſtory written by Mr. Oldmixon, who takes a great deal of 
Pains to ſhew, that theſe Cenſures were abſolutely Groundleſs ; but 
Biſhop Burnet, who had no leſs Reſpe& for the Old Miniſtry, and as 
great Opportunities of knowing the Truth of Things as Mr. Oldmixon, 
gives us quite another Account of the Matter, which it may not be 
amiſs to give the Reader in his own Words. Harley, ſays he, in the 

* Houſe of Commons, led them to enquire into ſome Abuſes in the 
% Victualling the Navy: They had been publickly practiſed for ma- 
„ ny Years, ſome have ſaid, ever ſince the Reſtoration. The Abuſe 
„ was viſible, but connived at, that ſeveral Expences might be an- 
% ſwered that Way: Some have ſaid, that the Captains Tables were 
« kept out of the Gain made in it. Yet, a Member of the Houſe, 
„ who was a Whig, was complained of for this, and expelled the 
% Houſe; and a Proſecution was ordered againſt him: But the A- 
* buſe goes on ſtill, as avowedly as ever. Here was a Shew of 
& Zeal, and a ſeeming Diſcovery of fraudulent Practices, by which 
i the Nation was deccived””. $ 7 

* Chandler's Debates, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 

1711, Life of Queen Anne, & 


Of Queen ANNE. 139 
&* rican Trade, till ſome other Proviſion be made by Parliament 
for the ſame ; and that her Majcity would take into Conſi- 
« deration, the Nature of that Trade, and how it might be beſt 
© carried on for the Service of the Kingdom“ . The other, 
& That an Account be laid before this Houſe the Beginning of 
c next Seſſion of Parliament of the Diſtribution intended to be 
* made of the Debentures directed to be delivered by the Com- 
„ miſſioners of Trade and Plantations, for the Relief of the Suf- 
6 ferers in the Iſiands of Nevis and St. Chriſtopher's, and the 
Re. ſettlements made there by the ſaid Sufferersꝰ . The Buſi- 
neſs of the Nation having been thus ſufficiently provided for, the 
Queen thought proper, .on the 12th of the ſame Month of June, 
to put an End to the Seſſion by a Prorogation®. 
In the Receſs of Parliament, the New Miniſtry was compleat- 
ed, and they had Time to form and regulate their Deſigns. 
Robert Harley, Eſq; who was then at the Head of it, had a little 
before the Riſing of the Houſes, been created Earl of Oxford, and 
Earl Mortimer, and had the Staff of Lord High Treaſurer deli- 
vered to him, in order to give the greater Luſtre to his Miniftry, 
and Charles Benſon, Eſq; was conſtituted Chancellor and Under- 
Treaſurer of the Exchequer. A new Commiſſion was granted 
for the Board of Trade — Plantations, at the Head of which, 
was Charles Earl of I inchelſea, and the Lord Keeper Harcourt, 
was raiſed to a Degree of a Baron of this Realm. Such other Pro- 
| motions were made, as beſt ſuited with the Deſigns of the New 
Miniſtry, who, towards the End of the Year, ſhewed plainly 


their Inclination to a Peace; which, however, they were forced 


to manage with very great Caution. Neither was it without 
much Anxiety, that they conſidered the Approach of the next 
Seſſion of Parliament, early | in the Month of December, as indeed 
they had good Reaſon, ſince it was known, before the Meetings 
of the Houſes, that the Lords would repreſent againſt the making 
any Peace, by which Spain and the Ve i Indies were left to the 
| Houſe of Bourbon®. 
Ox the 7th of December, the Queen opened the Seſſion with 
a Speech, in which ſhe ſpoke much of peace; of the Improve- 
ment of Commerce; of eaſing the People; of reforming Abuſes 
of maintaining the Poor; and, in ſhort, of every Thing that was 
proper to conciliate the Minds of moderate People, who were 
not ſo ſollicitous about Parties, as deſirous of ſeeing their Coun- 
try happy. The Houſe of Lords entered, however, upon the 
Meaſures 


2 Burnet, Olimixon, Anna's of Queen Anne, Complete Hiſtory of 
Pw for 1711, Pointer, &c. 
b Complete Hiſtory of Europe, Life of Queen Anne, Pointer, &c. 
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Meaſures that were expected; but the Commons complied more 
readily with the Inclinations of the Court: And as ſoon as the 
Eſtimates were laid before them, came to a Reſolution, That 
40,000 Scamen, including 8000 Marines, ſhould be employed 
for the Sca-Service, and that 180,000 Pounds ſhould be granted 
for the Ordinary of the Navy. They likewiſe granted all that 
was required for the Service of the War, and made Proviſions 
for raiſing the mighty Sum given for the Services of that Year, 
and which amounted to no leſs than 6,656,967 Pounds, very 
early, and with a remarkable Chearfulneſs ; ſo that it looked as 
if the Miniſtry were determined to make a Peace Sword in Hand, 
and to take no Step that might poſſibly encourage the Enemy to 
think we would lay down our Arms, till all the Ends of the Grand 
Alliance were effectually anſwered. . Leake was now at the 
Head of the Admiralty, and in that Quality managed the Buſineſs of 
the Board, in the Houſe of Commons; and as the Seaſon for Acti- 
on advanced, he received a Commiſſion to command again in the 
Channel, as he had done the Year before; and the Command of 
the Squadron in the Soundings, was left to Sir Thomas Hardy, 
Whoſe Proceedings we ſhall next reſume as a proper Introduction 
to the Operations of the Year 1712. The rather, becauſe the 
Grand Fleet did little more this Year than convoy a Body of 
Troops, commanded by Licutenant-General Hill, who were 
| ſent to take Poſſeſſion of Dunkirk ; which Service ended, they 
returned into the Downs ; but, as to Sir Thomas Hardy, he con- 
tinued to act effectually, and to take all the Care that was in his 
Power, to diſtreſs the Enemy in their Naval Concerns, till his 
Ds in this Reſpect, was ſuperſeded by the Concluſion of the 
Eace*, | | 2 
EARLY in the Spring he had Intelligence of the Return of M. 
du Caſſe, from America, for whom he cruized with the utmoſt 
Diligence, during the whole Month of February; but with little 
or no Succeſs, except picking up now and then ſome ſmall French 
Veſſels. He watched with the ſame Aſſiduity for M. du Gugi 
Trouin; but was again diſappointed. In the Beginning of the 
Month of Auguſt, Sir Thomas chaſed ſix Ships, and a Tartane: 
One of them immediately hoiſted a broad white Pendant at the 


Main- top-maſt- head, ſhortened Sail, and made a Signal for the | 


Line of Battle; and then tacked, and ſtood towards him, upon a 
Suppoſition, as it was afterwards owned, that our Ships were Pri- 
vateers, from Fluſhing, with two Prizes; but when they came 
nearer, and found their Miſtake, they kept their Wind, and - 


© Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Continuation of Rapin, Complete 
Hiſtory of Europe, &c. as 
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all they could to make their Eſcape, our Ships purſuing them with 
the utmoſt Diligence. About jive in the Afternoon, the Admi- 
ral came up with the biggeſt of them, which was The Eriſſin, a 


King's Ship, but then in the Service of the Merchant. It was com- 


manded by the Chevalier 4” Aire, Knight of the Order of St. 
Lewis, who ſhortened Sail immediately, brought too, and ſent 
ſome of his Officers on board our Flag, to inform him, that he 
was bound with Bale Goods for La FP. Cruz, and that before 
he failed from Bref?, he had received Letters from Paris, im- 
porting, that in a few Days he might have had the Queen of 
England's Paſs; but that his Friends adviſcd him not to loſe a 
a Wind, in order to wait for it; but Sir Thomas told the Licute- 
_ nant, that if they had no Paſs, he ſhould look on the Ship as a 
ood Prize; and accordingly, ſent his own Licutcnant to take 
Poſſefion of her, himſelf, with the other Ships of his Squadron, 
continuing the Chaſe. About eleven at A The Miudſar en- 
gaged The St. Eſprit, a Ship of thirty-ſix Guns, and 175 Men, 
laden with Bale-Goods for Cadiz, and about an Hour after, ſhe 
blew up, juſt as the Captain had + ny Orders to ſtrice ; but the 
Captain, with about thirty-five Men, were ſaved by our Boats. 
| The Berwick took The Adventure, of Havre de Gruci, carrying 
twelve Guns and forty Men, bound for Newfoundland ; but the 
Maſter producing the Queen's Paſs, ſhe had leave to continue her 
Voyage. The ſame Ship took alſo The Incomparable, of ſixteen 
Guns, bound for Martinico; and The Ruby Man of War like- 
wiſe took a ſmall French Ship of twelve Guns, which was alſo 
called The Ruby, bound for St. Domingo; ſo, that of this French 
Squadron, only one Ship of eight Guns, and The Tartane, eſ- 
caped. The Griffin was certainly a good Prize; but our Miniſ- 
ters were ſo very deſirous of obliging their new Friends, that after a 
long Suit, in order to obtain the Condemnation of the ſaid Veſſel, 
Sir Thomas Hardy, and the Reſt of the Captors, were obliged to 
accept of a Sum of Money, far ſhort of the Value of the Ship 
and Cargo, which has been juſtly conſidered as a Hardſhip upon 
theſe brave Men 4. 1 1 
VIcx-Admiral Baker was, in the Beginning of this Year, at 
Liſbon, with a conſiderable Squadron of our Ships, from whence 


* Burchet, Oldmixon, Annals of Queen Anne, Complete Hiſtory 
of Europe, for the Year 1712, and the Political 'Treatiſes of that 
| Year. In theſe laſt mentioned Pieces, this Affair is very warmly 
treated. The Truth ſeems to have been, that at this JunQure, the 
Engliſh and French Miniſtry ſtood in Need of each others Indulgence, 
and therefore we need not wonder at a Tranſaction of this Sort, com- 


mon enough in all Governments, under Circumſtances of the like 
Nature, 
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he failed on the 8th of February, in order to cruize off Cape St. 
Maries. He had not been long in that Station, before he ran a 
large Spaniſh Ship of 60 Guns on Shore, upon the Portugueze 
Coaſt, the Wind being at that "Time fo high, that they durſt not 
venture near her. The Inhabitants of the Country, however, 
went on Board and plundered her; the Cargoe conſiſting of Su- 
r, Cocua, Snuff, Hides, and 20,000 Pieces of Eight. The 
Pier Admiral preſented a Memorial to the King of Portugal, ſet- 
ting forth his Right to her, and demanded that the Effects taken 
in this clandeſtine Manner ſhould be delivered up; but they were 
ſo effectually ſecreted, that it was not in the Power of the Court 
to give him any Redreſs e. On his Return to Liſbon he found Or- 
ders from England to cruize with five Ships of War, for the Se- 
Curity of the home ward- bound Brazil Fleet, on which Service 
the Court of Portugal deſired he might proceed by the gth of 
April, and that two Frigates might be ſent with their outward- 
bound Ea-India Fleet as far as the Maderas. The Vice-Ad- 
miral was very willing to comply with this; but the Difficulty 
was how to do it without departing from his Orders, ſince he had 
Directions from the Lords of the Admiralty, to ſend two Ships to 


cruize in the Streights Mouth; however, he had Hopes that the 


Dutch Commander in Chief, would have taken Care of this Ea/t- 
India Fleet. On the 1f of April, arrived a Convoy with Pro- 
viſions and Stores from England, which determined him, ſince 
the Dutch had diſappointed the Portugueze in their Expectations, 
to ſend a fourth Rate Frigate with the Eaf?-1nd:a Ships as far as 
the Weſtern Iſlands, and to cruize himſelf for the Brazil Fleet, in 
ſuch a Station as that he might be eaſily joined by the before- men- 
tioned Ship; and at the ſame Time he difpatch'd Captain Maurice, 
with a ſmall Squadron to cruize in the Streights Mouth. He conti- 
nued cruizing about the Weſtern Iſlands for ſeveral Months, under 
great Apprehenſions, that the French Squadron under the Command 
of M. Caſſard, was bound for the Brazzls ; till at laſt, the Proviſi- 
ons on Board his Squadron being reduced to five Weeks at ſhort 
Allowance, it was neceſſary for him to think of returning to Por- 
tugal; but being ſtill apprehenſive that, if the Brazil Fleet failed 
before the French Squadron, the latter would undoubtedly fol- 
low them to the Terceras, where they knew that Fleet muſt call; 
he reſolved to continue in his Station as long as it was pn in 
Order 


All Applications of any Kind were very indifferently received at 
this Court, from the Beginning of the War. to the End of it; 
which occaſioned many Reflections at Home upon the Old Miniſtry, 
who did all they could to diſguiſe the'e Miictiets, witch were on the 
contrary rendered as Public as | ulliic, + to ſerve their own 


Purpoſes by the New. 
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Order to which, he engaged the Portugueze to furniſh him with 
three Weeks freſh Proviſions. On the 11th of September, being 
off the Iſlands of Tercera, he met with a Portugueze Frigate 
which informed him, that he had left the Fleet but three Days 
before, and that he believed they would be that Day in the Road 
of Angra, the chief Town in the Iſland of Tercera. Soon after 
he had this Advice, a violent Storm aroſe, which very much 
ſhattered the Ships, and drove him ſo far away, that he could not 
fetch the Iſland again; and judging that it muſt alſo have the 
ſame Effect on the Brazil Fleet, he made an eaſy Sail towards 
Liſbon, in Order to pick up ſuch as ſhould be ſtraggling from 
their Convoys ; but had no Sight or Intelligence of them, till he 
came off of the Rock, when he found they arrived the very Day 
before he made the Land; and as the Ceſſation of Arms ſoon after 
happened, the Squadron of Ships under his Command was called 
Home. 3 7 37 

SIR John Jennings at this Time commanded the grand Fleet 
in the Mediterranean, and in the Month of May, joined the 
Dutch Vice-Admiral with the Tranſports, having on Board 
25 15 „„ 6, 500 Men, 

f The Author of The Conduct of the Allies, that is, the cele - 
brated Doctor Swift, criticizes upon thoſe Articles in the Grand Al- 
liance, by which we were bound to take ſo much Care of the Con- 
cerns of this Prince, very freely * By two Articles of that 
* Treaty, (ſays he) beſides the Honour of being Convoys, and 
„ Guards in ordinary, to the Portugueze Ships and Coaſts, we are to 
« gueſs the Enemy's Thoughts, and to take the King of Portugal's 
« Word, whenever he hath a Fancy that he ſhall be invaded. We 
« arealſo to turniſh him with a Strength ſuperior to what the Enemy 
« intends to invade any of his Domintons with, let that be what it 
„ will. And until we know what the Enemy's Forces are, his Por- 
« tugueze Majeſty is ſole Judge what Strength is ſuperior, and what 
« will be able to prevent an Invaſion, and may ſend our Fleets when- 
« ever he pleaſes upon his Errands, to ſome of the fartheſt Parts of 
« the World, or keeping them attending upon his own Coaſts, till 
cc he think fit to diſmiſs them. Theſe Fleets muſt likewiſe be ſub- 
« ject in all Things, not only to the King, but to his Vice-Roys, 
« Admirals and Governors, in any of his foreign Dominions, when 
« he is in an Humour to apprehend an Invaſion, which I believe is an 
« Indignity that was never offered before, except to a conquered Na- 
« tion. In the Defenſive Alliance with this Crown, which is to re- 
« main perpetual, and where only England and Holland are Parties 
« with them, the ſame Card in almoſt the ſame Words, is taken for 
« our Fleet to attend their Coaſts, and foreign Dominions, and to be 
« under the ſame Obedience. We and the States, are likewiſe to 
« furniſh them with twelve thouſand Men at our own Charge, which 
« e are conſtantly to recruit, and theſe are to be ſubject to the Por- 
„ tugueze Generals,” 
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6,500 Men, which were put on Shore in two Days Time; and 
his Imperial Majeſty and Count Staremberg, preſſing the Neceſſi- 
ty of carrying the Cavalry over from Jtaly, it was reſolved 
the Admiral ſhould return to Vado, from whence he ſailed with 
the Tranſports on the 27th of July, and arrived at Barcelona on 
the 7th of Auguſt, where ſoon after he received the Queen's Or- 
ders for a Suſpenſion of Arms, both by Sea and Land, and a 
Letter from the Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, direQing him to ſuf- 
fera great French Corn Fleet topaſs unmoleſted, every Ship of which 
he muſt otherwiſe have taken ; from this Time though the Ad- 
mira] was no longer concerned in Military Operations, yet he was 
very far from being unactive, ſince he tranſported the Empreſs 
with her. Retinue, from Parcelona to Genoa, eſcorted 30,000 
Men at two Embarkations, from Catalonia to Naples, and after- 
wards carried over the Duke and Dutcheſs of Savoy, from Villa 
Franca to their new Kingdom of Sicily ; which, though done in 
the ſucceeding Year, I mention in this Place, that I may not be 
obliged to return into the Mediterranean, merely to ſpeak of Mat- 
ters of Parade 8. „ . 5 5 
Me are next, according to the Method hitherto conſtantly pur- 
ſued, to return to the Meſi-Indies, where we left Commodore Little- 
ton, with a ſmall Squadron, protecting the Trade, and annoying the 
Enemy as much as his Strength would permit; but the Govern- 
ment having certain Intelligence, that the French were ſending a 
conſiderable Force into that Part of the World, in order to diſturb 
our Trade, and perhaps attack ſome of the Leeward-Iſlands; the 
Court thought it neceſſary to ſend an Officer of Rank, with a 
conſiderable Squadron thither, for which Service Sir Hevenden 
Malter was made choice of; which ſhews that the Adminiſtration 
did not conceive he had brought any Stain upon them by his Con- 
duct in the Canada Expedition. He received his Commiſſion in 
the beginning of the Month of April, and on the - 28th of the 


ſame Month, he failed from &t. Helens, with about an hundred 


Merchant-Ships under his Convoy. He parted on the 4th of May, 
being then 14 Leagues from Cape Finiſterre, with The Litchfield 
and South Sea-Caſtle, and The Trade bound to Portugal; and 
arriving at the Maderas with The Monmouth, a third Rate,. The 
Auguſt and Centurion, fourth Rates, The Scarborough and Roebuck, 


fifth Rates, and a Frigate of 20 Guns ; it was determined to leave 


the Barbadoes Trade there, under their proper Convoy, conſiſt- 

ing of The I/colwich, Swallow, and Lime : but that Fleet taking 

in their Wine ſooner than uſual, failed with the Squadron on — 
1 


s Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for 
1712, aud 1713, Annals of Queen Anne, &c. | 
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28th of the ſame Month, for the J/2/-Indies. On the 24th of 
June, Admiral Jaller arrived at Antigua, where the Governor 
was more apprehenſive of an Inſurrection amongſt the Inhabitants, 
than of an Invaſion from the French; and indeed Things were, at 
that Time, in a very unſettled Condition in the Leeward Iſlands, 
where the Governor, Colonel Douglas, was upon almoſt as bad 
Terms with the People, as his Predeceſſor, Colonel Parte, whom 
murdered for his Tyrannical Behaviour. Admiral Malter 
promiſed the Governor, that if any Thing of that kind happened, 

e would ſend him any Aſſiſtance he ſhould require, from Jamai- 
ca ; but adviſed him to treat the People with Lenity, and to con- 
ſider that though he was ſent over with Inſtructions to proſecute 
ſuch as were concerned in deſtroying the late Governor, yet this 
was to be done in a Legal manner, and with a due regard, to 
the Liberty of the Subject, and the monſtrous Provocations they 
had received, before they had proceeded to Extremities, not juſti- 
fiable indeed, but at the ſame Time, not altogether inexcuſable. 
But this Governor, who was ſo careful of his own Safety, gave 
him not the leaſt Intelligence that a French Squadron was expected 
in thoſe Parts; though, if he had taken any Pains to be proper- 
ly informed, he might have known that the French at Martnics 
expected, at this very Time, the arrival of M. Caſſard, with nine 
Men of War. Sir Hovenden Walker failing from thence, arri- 
ved ſafely at 3 on the 6th of July, where having made 
the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for ſending home The Trade, and ſtati- 
oning properly the Ships under his Command, he received, when 
he leaſt expected it, the News of an Attempt made by the French 
upon Antigua and Montſerrat >, 5 
Tux Expedition of Monſieur Caſſard, deſerves to be particus 

larly taken Notice of. He ſailed from Toulon, with a ſtout Squa- 
dron of the King's Ships, and is ſaid to have had general Inſt ructi- 
ons to annoy the Enemy. As there was, even at this Time, a 
Negotiation carrying on between the Britiſb and French Miniſters, 
it is ſurprizing, that the latter did not give him Orders to forbear 
attacking our Colonies, till ſuch Time as he received Intelligence 
from France, the neglect of which occaſioned great murmuring 

in England, and might have retarded the Peace; if the News had 
arrived before it was ſo far advanced i. M. Cafſard ſailed firſt to 
the 


b Burchet, Britiſh Empire in America. Compleat Hiſtory of Eu- 
rope. Annals of Queen Anne; and if the Reader is inclined to en- 
quire particularly into the Affair of Colonel Parke, Mr. French's Hiſ- 
tory of that Tranſaction, and the Anſwer to it. 8 

i have been informed, by ſome who were very well acquainted 
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the Iſland St. Jago, which is the Capital of the Iſlands of Cape de 
Verd, of which he made himſelf Maſter without much Difficulty ; 
and having blown up the Fort and carried off whatever he could 
meet with, continued his * bo the We/t- Indies, where he 
arrived in the beginning of the of Fuly ; and having drawn 
in Martinico u of three thouſand Men, he had 
thoughts of attacking Antigua; but finding it very difficult to 
land there, he fell upon Montſerrat, where he met with a very 
feeble Reſiſtance 3 the Inhabitants retiring into the Heart of the 
Iſland, where in the Mountains they a Fortreſs almoſt inex- 
ceſſable. The French continued upon the Place ſome Days, do- 
ing all the Miſchief poſſible ; but having Information that ſeveral 
of our Ships were coming to the Relief of the Iſland, they aban- 
doned it, though not till they had in a manner totally deſtroyed 


it k. Some Miſchief they did to our Trade on the Coaſt of In- 


tigua, but finding themſelves very much diſliked by ſuch as wiſh= 
ed well to Peace, they reſolved to give over cruizing upon the 
Engliſh ; upon which they prepared every thing neceſſary for a 
longer Voyage, and then ſtood over to the Continent, where they 
attacked the Dutch Settlement of Surinam, and obliged the Inha- 
bitants to pay them 800,000 Pieces of Eight by way of Contribu- 
tion, this was in the Month of October; and in the mean Time 
Captain Archibald Hamilton in her Majeſty's Ship The Woolwich, 
having received an Account at Antigua of the Ceſſation of Arms; 
and that the French had, notwithſtanding, carried ſeveral Prizes 
into Martinico ; he ſent a Ship thither to demand them of Mr. 
_ Phelypeaux, General of the French Iſlands, who ordered them all 
to be reſtored, and ſuch Goods as had been taken out of them, 
put on Board again! S : 
7 SIR 
with the Politics of the French Court, that this Expedition was in 
Revenge of that undertaken againſt Quebec, of which the French 
have quite different Notions from thoſe that prevailed here ; and 
with Reaſon, ſince however it was executed, it was unqueſtiona- 
bly well contrived, eſpecially, as the Authors of it, had even then 
a Peace in their Heads, by which unqueſtionably they would have 
got any Conqueſt that might have been made by that Fleet ef- 
feQually ſecured. But the French probably deſigned a general In- 
terruption of the Commerce of the Allies, in order to bring them 
ſooner to a Peace; for as the Reader ſees in the Text M. Caſ- 
= did not Attack us alone, but the Portugueze alſo, and the 
Dutch. 5 
* Hiſtoire Militaire, Journal Hiſtorique de Lewis XIV. Me- 
moires Hiſtoriques, &c. 
| Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Complete Hiſtory of Europe, for the 
Year 1712, Hiſtory of the laſt War, Life of Queen Anne, &c. | 
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Sin Hovenden Walker, in the mean time, remained at Jamai- 
ea, where he gave the neceſſary Orders for the Security of the 
Trade, for cruizing on the French Coaſt, and for protecting the 
private Commerce of the Inhabitants, with the Spaniards at Por- 
to Bello, St. Domingo, and other Places. While he was thus em- 
ployed, there happened, in the Night of the 29th of Auguſt a Hur- 
ricane, much more violent thau any that had been felt for many 
Years in the Iſland: It began about Nine at Night, and continued 
raging with the utmoſt Vehemence till Twelve. The Lightning 
in the mean Time covered the Earth, in continued Gleams of 
Sulphurous Fire, the Wind blowing all the Time, not only 
with prodigious Force, but with a horrid Noiſe. In the Morning 
a moſt dreadful Proſpect appeared, many Houſes blown flat upon 
the Ground, moſt of the reſt {tript and laid open; Trees torn up 
by the Roots; the Weſt-End of the Church ruined by the Fall of 
its Walls ; the Governor's Houſe diſmantled, and ſcarce a Dwel- 
ling in the Iſland remained untouched. Several People were 
drowned on the Shore in the Tempeſt, the Sca forcing the Boats 
and Canoes a great way into the Land at Spaniſpb Town, and 
waſhed away the Houſes ; ſo that, what with the Wind and the 
Water, there was not above two ſtanding, and few or none of 
the Ships of War, but what were either driven a-ſhore, loſt their 

„ or were otherwiſe diſabled. The Hoſpital was blown 
down to the Ground, and ſeveral of the ſick People killed; and 
on the iſt of September, a third Rate, The Monmouth, which had 
been on the Coaſt of Hiſpaniola, came in with Jury-Maſts, ha- 
ving loſt her proper Maſts in the violence of the Weather, and 
another if her Main-Maſt had not given way, muſt (as her Com- 
mander believed) have inſtantly over-ſet. It required ſome Time 
to repair the Damages which her Majeſty's Ships ſuſtained by this 
unfortunate Accident ; and, while this was doing, a very great 
Deſertion happened among our Sailors, owing chiefly to the Arts 
and Intrigues of the Captains of Privateers, who made no ſcruple 
of preferring their private Advantage, to the Security of Com- 
merce, and the Welfare of their Country. By the Time that 
the Diſputes which theſe Tranſactions occaſioned were tolerably 
compoſed, Sir Hovenden Walder received an Order from the 
Lords of the Admiralty to return Home, after having firſt pro- 
claimed a Ceſſation of Arms, which he accordingly did, and ar- 
rived in Dover Road on the 26th of May, 1713 *. RY 

We are now arrived at the Period of the Naval Operations 
in this War, and our ncxt Buſineſs will be to give an — 

K 2 0 


u Burckiet, Oldmixon, Hiſtory of Europe, Pointer's Chronological 
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of what were gained, and of what Advantages might 
have been gained by the ſucceeding Peace. It will however be 
oper, previous to this, to obſerve, that the Adminiſtration 
Þad ſome Diſputes with their old Friends, and their new Ones 
in relation to the Aﬀairs of Commerce, before the Peace was 
concluded v. In the firſt place, it was thought a little hard 2 


" It will appear in the next Note, that we thought our ſelves 
much injured in the manner in which the Dutch conducted the War 
at Sea. Here, therefore, from the Author of the Conduct of the Allies, 
I will take notice of ſome Complaints that were made of another Na- 
ture, with a View to have it underſtood, that the carrying on the War 
was a thing now no longer practicable. By the Grand Alliance be- 
_ tween the Empire, England and Holland, we were to aſſiſt the other 
two, totis viribus, by Sea and Land. By a Convention ſubſequent 

to this Treaty, the proportion which the ſeveral Parties ſhould con- 
tribute towards the War, were adjuſted in the following Manner. 
The Emperor was obliged to furniſh ninety thouſand Men againſt 
France, either in Italy, or upon the Rhine : Holland to bring 60,000 
into the Field in Flanders, excluſive of Gariſons; and we 40,000. 
In the Winter 1702, which was the next Year, the Duke of Marl- 
borough propoſed the raiſing of 10,000 Men more by way of Aug- 
mentation, and to carry on the War with greater Vigour ; to which 
the Parliament agreed, and the Dutch were to raiſe the ſame Num- 
ber. This was upon a Par, directly contrary to the former Stipula- 
tion, whereby our Part was to be a Third leſs than theirs ; and there- 
fore it was granted with a Condition, that Holland ſhould break off 
all Trade and Commerce with France. But this Condition was ne- 
ver executed, the Dutch only amuſing us with a ſpecious De- 
claration, till our Seſſion of Parliament was ended, and the follow- 
ing Year it was taken of by Concert between our General and 
States, without any Reaſon aſiigned for the Satisfaction of the 
Kingdom. The next, and ſome enſuing Campaigns, further ad- 
_ ditional Taxes were allowed by Parliament for the War in Flanders; 
and in every new Supply, the Dutch gradually leſſened their Propor- 
tion, although the Parliament addreſſed the Queen, that the States 
Might be deſired to obſerve them according to Agreement; which had 
no other Effect, than to teach them to elude it, by making their 
— Troops Nominal Corps, as they did by keeping up the Number of 
Regiments; but finking a fifth Part of the Men and Money: ſo that 
now Things are juſt inverted, and in all new Levies, we contribute 
a third more than the Dutch; who at fuſt were obliged to the ſame 
Proportion more than us. Beſides, the more Towns we conquer, 
for the States, the worſe Condition we are in towards reducing the 
Common Enemy, and conſequently of putting an Znd to the War. 
For they make no Scruple of employing the Troops of their Quota, 
| 85 | towards 
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the Dutch, throughout the whole Courſe of this long and expen- 
ſive War, ſhould not have furniſhed their Quota of Ships and 
Men in any one Year ; and this notwithſtanding Ex- 
poſtulations with the States- 2 upon this Subject . With 


towards Gariſoning every Town, as faſt as it is taken, 
contrary to the Agreement between us; by which all Gariſons are 
particularly excluded. This is at length arrived by ſeveral Steps 
to ſuch a Height, that there are at preſent in the Field, not ſo 
many Forces under the Duke of Marlborough's Command in Flan- 
ders, as Britain alone maintains for that Service; nor have been for 
ſome Years paſt. 1 a „„ 
® This Parliamentary Repreſentation was made on the 4th of 
March, 1712, and the Paragraphs particularly referred to in the 
Text, are theſe that follow. | 3 
For obtaining the Ends ſpecified in the Grand Alliance, the 
6 three Confederated Powers engaged to Aſſiſt each other with 
« their whole Force, according to ſuch Proportions as ſhould be 
« ſpecified in a particular Convention afterwards to be made for 
that Purpoſe. We do not find that any ſuch Convention was 
% ever Ratified ; but it appears that there was an Agreement 
« concluded, which by common Conſent, was underſtood to be 
% binding upon each Party reſpectively, and according to which, 
1% the Proportions of Great Britain were from the Beginning regu- 
„ lated and Founded. The Terms of that Agreement were: That, 
«« for the Service at Land, his Imperial Majeſty ſhould furniſh ninety 
„ Thouſand Men: The King of Great Britain Forty Thouſand, and 
the States General, One hundred and Two Thouſand, of which, 
4 there were Forty-two Thouſand intended to ſupply their Gariſons, 
4 and fixty Thouſand to Act againſt the Common Enemy in the 
« Field; and with regard to the Operations of the War at Sea, 
* they were agreed to be performed jointly by Great Britain and 
5 the States General, the Quota of Ships to be furniſhed for that 
« Service, being five Eights on the Part of Great Britain, and three 
« Eights on the Part of the States General. . 
„ Upon this Foot the War began in the Year 1702, at which 
% Time the whole yearly Expence of it to England, amounted to 
« Three Millions, ſeven Hundred and fix Thouſand, four Hundred 
* ninety four Pounds. A very great Charge it was then thought 
% by your Majeſty's Subjects, after the ſhort Interval of Eaſe they 
“ had enjoyed, from the Burthen of the former War; but yet a very 
% moderate Proportion, in Compariſon with the Lead which hath 
* fince been laid upon them; for it appears by Eftimates given into 
„your Commons, that the Sums neceſſary to carry on the Service 
of this preſent Year, in the ſame manner it was performed the 
, laſt Year, amount to more than fix Millions, nine Hundred 2 
* ba 
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this Grievance the Nation was acquainted, and expreſſed no ſmall 
Reſentment thereat, notwithſtanding the Pains taken by the 
Friends of the Dutch, to perſuade them of the Contrary. To 
ſay the Truth, the Matter was carried very high on both Sides; 
for tic Houſe of Commons having repreſented theſe Omiſũons in 
our 


1 ſixty thouſand Pounds, beſides Intereſt for the Public Debt, and 
the Deficiencies accruing the 1:it Year ; which two Articles re- 

« quire One Million. One hundred and Forty three Thouſand 
Pounds more; ſo that the whole Demand upon your Commons, 
«* are riſen to more than Eight Millions for the preient Annual Sup- 
« ply. We know your Majeſty's tender Regard for the Welfare of 
« your People, will make it uneaſy to you to hear of ſo great a 


« Preſſure, as this upon them; and as we are aſſured, it will 


„fully convince your Majeſty of the Neceſſity of our preſent En- 
% quiry, ſo we beg leave to Repreſent to you, from what Cauſes, 


and by what Steps this immenſe Charge appears to have grown | 


upon us. 8 | | 
The Service at Sea, as it has been very large and extenſive in it 
«« ſelf, ſo it hath been carried on through the whole Courſe of the 
« War, in a manner highly Difadvantageors to your Majeſty, and 
« your Kingdom; for the Neceſlity of Affairs requiring that great 
« Fleets ſhould be fitted out every Year, as well for maintaining a 
« Superiority in the Mediterranean, as for oppoſing any Force which the 
„% Enemy might prepare, either at Dunkirk, or in the Ports of Weſt 
c France. Your Majeſty's Example and Readineſs in fitting out your 
Proportion of Ships, for all Parts of that Service, have been ſo 
«& far from prevailing with the States General to keep Pace with 
« you, that they have been deficient every Year to a great Degree, 
& in Proportion to what your Majeſty bath furniſhed, ſometimes no 
 « Jeſs than two Thirds, and generally more than half of their Quota. 
* From hence your Majeſty has been obliged for the preventing Diſ- 
« appointments, in the moſt preſſing Service, to Supply thoſe De- 
cc ficiencies by additional Reinforcements of your own Ships; nor 
* hath the ſingle Encreaſe of ſuch a Charge, been the only ill Con- 
6 ſequence that attended it; for by this means, the Debt of the 
« Navy hath been inhanced ; ſo that the Diſcounts arifing from the 
4 Credit of it, have affected all other Parts of the Service. From 
de the ſame Cauſe your Majelty's Ships of War have been forced in 
greater Numbers to continue in remote Seas, and at unreaſonable 
Times of the Year, to the great Damage and Decay of the Britiſh 
% Navy. This alſo hath been the Occaſion hat your Majeſty hath 
44 been ſtraitned in your Convoys for Trade; your Coaſts have been 
« expoſed for want of a ſufficient Number of Cruizers to guard 
* them, and you have been diſabled from Annoying the Enemy in 
« their moſt beneficial Commerce with the Weſt-Indies, from whence 
« they received thoſe vaſt Supplies of Treaſure, without which they 
could not have ſupported the Expences of this War. - 


ſieditious 
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our Allies, as indubitable Matters of Fact, in order to juſtify the 
Meaſures that were taking towards a Peace, it was but natural 
for the States, who were averſe to that Peace, to reply, as they 
did, to this Accuſation; which, however, inſtead of ſatisfying, 
provoked the Houſe of Commons to ſuch a Degree, that upon 
the Printing of them here, they declared that this was a Breach 
of Privilege, and the Paper itſelf, a ſcandalous, infamous, and 
Libel 3 for which, the Printer was put in Priſon, 
which prevented the 3 the Remainder of the States Re- 
preſentation ; this, was looked upon as a very ſtrange Pro- 
| e K 4 C 
r The States General, by their Memorial preſented to the Queen, 
April 3, 1712, obſerve, That the Grand Alliance only ſpecifies, that 
all the contracting Parties ſhall proſecute this War with their whole 
Force ; and therefore, if the States have exerted the utmoſt of their 
Force, they have fulfilled their Engagements ; but they inſiſt further, 
That the Ships furniſhed for the North Sea, had been left out, not- 
| withſtanding thoſe Ships were for the joint Service; and they al- 
ledge further, That the Number of Ships which the States were to 
employ, ought to be regulated, not by the Number actually put into 
_ Commiſſion by England, but by the Number that was fit and rea- 
ſonable for England to put into Commiſſion, or at leaſt by the Num- 
ber propoſed to the States, upon ſettling the Annual Quotas for the 
War. Asthe States had the Paper drawn up by Order of the Lords 
of the Admiralty, and ſigned by Mr. Secretary Burchet, containing 
an Account of the Engliſh and Dutch Ships fitted out during the 
War ; fo they likewiſe thought proper to add another Account of 
their own, which they profeſſed themſelves able to make good 
from authentic Vouchers ; and as we cannot tranſcribe all theſe Pa- 
pers at large, we ſhall content ourſelves with making an Abſtract of 
both Accounts, in which the firſt Column conſiſts of the Year ; the 
ſecond of the Engliſh Men of War; the third of the Ships of the 
States-General, according to Mr. Burchet's Account ; and the fourth 
of the ſame Ships according to their own. 'This Paper having been 
Printed in part, in the Daily-Courant of Monday ag 7, 1712. 
he Houſe of Commons came thereupon to the Reſolution men- 
tioned in the Text, and committed Mr. Samuel Buckley for printing 
it, who remained in Cuſtody during the Remainder of the Seſſion. 
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cedure, and which ſeemed calculated rather to give Credit to 
that Repreſentation, than to refute it; which, however, might 
have been eaſily done; for that we really bore a greater Pro- 
portion of Expence in this Reſpect, during the War, than we 
ought to have done, is a Thing very certain ; but it 1s the 
Fault of all Adminiſtrations, to be rather inclined to ſuch fhort 
Anſwers as may be given by Acts of Power, than to thoſe that 
might be furnilh's by the Exerciſe of Reaſon ; and for this, they 

are juſtly puniſhed, by being often thought Tyrannical in thoſe 
Acts, the Juſtice of which might be eafily defended. In this 
Caſe, however, the Nation concurred in Opinion with their Re- 
preſentatives, and Things went on, upon a Suppoſition that this 
Charge againſt the Dutch was fully made out; which encouraged 
the Friends of the Miniſtry, to attack the reſt of our Allies, 
particularly the Emperor, on the fame Subject: but, as theſe 
Alterations have no immediate Concern with the proper Buſineſs 
of this Work, I ſhall not inſiſt upon them, but leave them with 
this Remark : That in all future Alliances, our Miniſters ought 
to be careful, not only in making the beſt Terms they can for 
the Nation, but alſo in ſeeing thoſe Terms punctually fulfilled, 
ſince it is impoſiible, eſpecially under our preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, for the Nation to ſee, with Patience, Acts of Indulgence 
towards Forcigners, at their Expence, when it is viſible, that 
with all their Induſtry, the Inhabitants of Great Britain, are 
| ſcarce able to ſupport the neceſſary Charges of their Government, 
joined to that vaſt Expence which their generous Concern for the 
Ballance of Power in Europe, and the Liberty of their Neigh- 
bours have brought upon them . ” 

Tux Difference with the French Court was occaſioned chiefly 
from M. Cafſard's Expedition in the He/t-Indies, as we have be- 
fore hinted. The French Miniſtry, who knew the regs" 
"0 


1 4 The beſt Uſe that can be made of Hiſtory, is to correct in our 
Times, the Errors committed in thoſe of our Anceſtors, and certain- 
ly, there are, among theſe, none much better deſerve our Attention, 
than the Conduct our Miniſters have purſued, when we have been 
engaged in Confederacy with our Neighbours. A Confederacy im- 
plics a joint Concern, and if, while this ſubſiſts, the whole, or the 
greater Part of the Expence is thrown upon any one of the Allied 
Powers; it argues Injuſtice in the reſt, and Weakneſs in ſuch as are 
intruſted with the Concerns of the injured Power. There is actually 
no more Public Spirit ina Miniſter, loading clandeſtinely his Country- 
men with more than they ought to pay, than there is Charity in a 
great Man's Steward, who relieves the Poor out of his Maſter's Eſtate, 
While his Creditors remain unſatisfied. _ 
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of being well at that Time with the People of Great-Britain, 
abſolutely diſclaimed that Commander; infiſting, that he had only 
ws Inſtructions, that he had miſapplied them, and that proper 
tisfaction ſhould be given. On the other Hand, the Britiſb Mi- 
niſtry were too far advanced in their pacifick Meaſures, to think of 
Retreating, and ſo were content with theſe Excuſes, without in- 
ſiſting on the Puniſhment of this Officer; which, if what the French 
Court ſaid, was true, he certainly deſerved. The firſt great Step to 
the Peace, was, getting Dunkirk put into our Hands, which was 
repreſented as a thing impoſſible ; and with the Promiſe of which, 
the French only amuſed us. On the 11th of Juiy, however, ar- 
rived an Expreſs, with the News, That a few Days before, the 
Town, Citadel, Ry/bank, and all the Fortifieations of that im- 
prom Place, were delivered up to Brigadier Hill, whom her 
Majeſty appointed Governor and Commander in Chief. Her Ma- 
jeſty, thencefor ward, treated openly with the French Court, tho” 
always under a Promiſe that due Care ſhould be taken of the Al- 
lies; and for this, the Miniſtry pleaded many Things in their 
own Juſtification, For, firſt they alledged, that ſinee the King of 
Spain was become Emperor, it was no longer expedient to in- 
ſiſt upon his having the whole Dominion of the Spaniſb Monar- 
chy : They inſiſted next, that if it had been expedient, the Thing 
was impracticable, the Nation having found, by Experience, that 
it was impoſſible to carry on the War in Spain to any Purpoſe: 
and indeed this had been long a Point out of Diſpute, one of the 
warmeſt Partiſans of the Houſe of Auſtria, having freely declared 
as much, a good while before, in a Debate in the Houſe of Lords, 
but added at the ſame Time, though it was impracticable, a Vote 
that no Peace could be made, if Spain and the Indies were left to 
the Houſe of Bourbon, was expedient at that Time, and yet upon 
this expedient Vote, all the Clamour was raiſed afterwards. They 
ſaid further, that the Nation was unable to carry on the War 
longer, eſpecially, in the Manner in which it had been carried 
on; and that therefore, how much ſoever we might hate our Ene- 
mies, it was neceſſary to make a Peace, if we had any Regard to 
our ſelves. They added, beſides, that they intended to make a 
Peace on the Plan of the general Alliance, every Article of which, 
they ſaid, had been broke through, by ſubſequent Agreements, 
during the Courſe of the War ; ſo that they pretended to have 
the Cauſe of Liberty, and the Ballance of Power, more at heart, 
than thoſe who were for carrying on the War. On the 19th of 
Auguſt, 1712, an Inſtrument for a Suſpenſion of Arms was fign- 
ed at Paris, by the Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, and the Marquiſs 
de Torcy, for four Months; and in Conſequence of this, the ne- 
ceſſary Meaſures were taken for completing the Peace: 2 
Phibp 
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Philip of Spain, ſummoned a Cortez, or General Aſſembly of 
the States of his Kingdom, before whom, and with whoſe = 
ſent, he made a Renunciation to the Crown of France, the Queen 
having before appointed Lord Lexington to be preſent at that Ce- 
remony. The Negotiations at Utrecht, however, went on ver 
lowly, notwithſtanding the Pains taken by the Earl of Strafford *, 
and Doftor Robinſon, Biſhop of Briſtol, her Majeſty's Plenipo- 
tentiaries, and the great Activity of the French Miniſters, who 
were the Marſhal d Uxelles, a very able Stateſman, of whom 
Prince Eugene ſaid with great Spirit upon this Occaſion, that he 
was the only French Marſhal, he was afraid of; the famous Abbe 
de Polignac, aſterwards Cardinal by the ſame Title, the ableſt Head 
in France; and M. Meſnager, now raiſed to the Title of Count 
de St. Jabn, who was entruſted with the firſt Negotiations : and 
for this Reaſon it was found as wy to renew the Suſpenſion of 
Arms for four Months longer. At laſt, when the gue Influence of 
the Queen was diſcerned, by her procuring the Kingdom of Sicily 
for her Couſin the Duke of Sevoy, Which was the Queen's own Act, 
the Allies, moſt of them, thought fit to comply, and accept the 
Terms ſhe had ſtipulated for them, though with a viſible Reluc- 
tance. The Emperor only remained firm to his firſt Reſolution, 
and made the neceſiary Diſpoſitions for carrying on the War alone; 
conſenting however, to evacuate Catalonia, and to accept of a 
Neutrality for Italy, under the Guaranty of her Britannick Ma- 
jeſty. On the 19th of January, 1712-13, the new Treaty of 
Barrier and Succeſſion was ſigned by the Miniſters of Great- 
Britain, and of the States General, whereby the latter obtained 
a mighty Acceſſion of Territories, and a very great Increaſe of 
Power. On the 1ft of March, the Inftruments relating to Ca- 
talonia, and Italy, were executed; and on the 4th of the ſame 
Month, the Duke of Berry, and the Duke of Orleans, renounced 
their Right to the Crown of Spain, in the Parliament of Paris. 
Theſe Preliminaries Ng ſettled, the great Work advanced 
more briſkly, and by the of the Month, it was brought to its 
Concluſion *. th | 
O the firſt of April, 1713, the famous Treaty of Utrecht was 
ſigned, as ſome would have us believe, in a clandeſtine * 
5 e de 


r The Connection neceſſary in the Text, obliges me to mention 
here, that about the latter End of Auguſt, her Majeſty appointed the 
Earl of Strafford, Sir John Leake, Sir George Byng, Knights, Sir 
William Drake, Bart. John Aiſlabie, Eſq; Sir James Wiſhart, Knut. 
and George Clarke, Eſq; to be Commiſſioners for executing the Of- 
fice of Lord High Admiral of Great · Britain. 

* Burnet, Burchet, Oldmixon, Complete Hiſtory of Europe, Life of 
Queen Anne, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, 
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The Truth was, that, to prevent Diſputes and Proteſts, which 
might have furniſhed Matter for dangerous Purſuits in England, 
it was Reſolved to ſign the Treaty privately at the Houſe of the 
Biſhop of Bri/ftol, which was accordingly done, under Pretence 
of a Conference; which being a Thing frequent, during that 
Congreſs, rendered the Matter leſs ſuſpected. The Earl of Straf- 
ford, and the Biſhop of Briſtol, ſigned firſt; then the Miniſters 
of the Duke of Savoy, declared King of Sicily by that Treaty; 
thoſe of the King of Portugal after them; then the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the King of Pruſſia, and thoſe of the States-General, 
laſt of all. The whole was over about Two in the Morning, 


occaſioned by the Length of the Treaties that were to be read be- 
a fore they were ſigned ; and, when the Buſineſs was over, the re- 
| ſpective Miniſters withdrew to their own Places of Reſidence, 
ET without any Noiſe, or without directing any public Rejoicings, 
I as might have. been expected upon ſuch an Occaſion. I am the 
ö more particular in theſe Circumſtances, becauſe ſome Hiſtorians 
> have repreſented them as Matters of great Importance, To ſpeak 
f  Impartially, I think there is very little, if any thing, in them; 
8 for in moſt ſeparate Peaces, the ſame Thing has been done, par 
"5 ticularly in that of Nimeguen; and I could name other, perhaps 
3 BE Hater Examples of a like Conduct, fo that upon the whole, this 
a bought to be conſidered, rather as a Misfortune, than a Fault, I 
# ſhall not pretend to inſiſt, that all was obtained by the Treaty of 
f Utrecht, that might have been obtained from France, after ſo 
* long, and fo ſucceſsful a War; but undoubtedly there was much ob- 
d tained, and more might have been obtained, if it had not been for 
f the Diſturbance given to the Miniſters at home, ſince, whatever 
4 People may ſuggeſt, all Parties are alike Friends to France, who 
IE thwart public Meaſures, from a pure Spirit of Oppoſition. The 
d Tories had embarraſſed the J/higs in their Adminiſtration, during 
5. the laſt Years of the War; and the Mhigs, in return, were re- 
:d ſolved to make the Tories as uneaſy as poſſible. In their Project 
ts of making a Peace, both Parties were in their Turns Gainers 
this Manner of acting; but both were Gainers at the Expence of 
as the Nation ; and therefore, they have no Reaſon, they have no 
r. Right to reproach each other *. 
e EO T have 
on t The Earl of Oxford, in the Cloſe of his Anſwer to the Articles of 
he | Impeachment, gives a very fall and clear Account of the Motives to 
cx the ſaid Peace upon his own Knowledge; and as they are hid 
ay in ſuch a Piece, to which few Readers reſort for Satisfaction in Mat- 
f- ters of this Nature, I thought it might not be amiſs, to make this 
7 Subject the clearer, to afford them a Place at the Bottom of the 


Page. 
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I have ſaid, there was much obtained by the Treaty of Utrecht ; 
it is requiſite that I ſhould make this good, becauſe, for many 


Years, 


Page, As to the Peace in general, he, (the ſaid Earl) thinks he has 

very good Reaſon to ſay, that the Queen had nothing more at Heart, 
than to procure ſo great a Blefling for her People; and that, when it 
was obtained, ſhe had this Satisfaction in herſelf ; that ſhe had taken 


the moſt proper Methods to juſtify her Conduct, both towards her 


Allies, and towards her own Subjects. For, upon a Review of her 


Majeſty's whole Proceeding, in relation to War and Peace, he be- 


he ves it will appear, and hath in part appeared, by the Anſwer of the 
| {aid Earl to the ſaid Articles, that as her Majeſty entered further into 


the War than ſhe was obliged by any Treaties ſubſiſting at the Time 
of her Acceſſion to the Throne, ſo ſhe contributed more Men and 


Money towards the carrying it on afterwards, than ſhe was engaged 
to provide by any ſubſequent Treaties. That her earneſt Deſires of 
Peace being twice fruſtrated, when ſuch Conditions might have been 
obtained, as would have fully anſwered all the Ends for which 


War was at firſt declared: That all our Succeſſes and ViRories 


ending in the Annual Increaſe of the Charge of England, without any 


further Aſſiſtance from our Allies, and her Kingdoms being exhauſted 


to ſuch a Degree (notwithſtanding the great Advantages obtained by 
her Arms) that ſhe was not able to continue the War upon the Foot 
it then ſtood, one Year longer, whilſt her Allies refuſed to continue 


it upon thoſe equal Conditions, to which they were by Treaties ob- 


liged : She was at laſt conſtrained, in Compaſſion to her People, to 
hearken to the Overtures of Peace, then made her from France, with- 
out relying further on the vain Hopes of gaining more advantageous 
Terms, by protracting the War a Year longer. She had carried it 


on for ſome time under that Proſpect, without reaping the Benefits 


_ Propoſed, even at Junctures that ſeemed moſt favourable to her De- 
mands, and to the Pretenſions of her Allies. She had, indeed, by 
that means, raiſed the Glory of her Arms ; but ſhe could not think 
this a ſufficient Recompence for the encreaſing Miſeries of her People, 
and therefore reſolved to lay hold of this Opportuniiy, then offered 
to her, of ending the War with a Peace, if it might be obtained upon 
Terms every Way juſt, ſafe, and honourable ; and thoſe who were 


then employed in her Majeſty's Councils, thought themſelves obliged 
to ſecond her good Intentions in this Caſe, and to obey ker Commands 
with all Readineſs. The ſaid Earl preſumes, on this Occaſion, to 
mention to your Lordſhips, the Saying of as wiſe a Man, and as 


2 a General, as the laſt Age produced, the Duke of Parma, when 

rance was in a far lower Condition than now, being almoſt equally 

divided between two contending Parties, and Spain was at the H 

of its Glory, and he himſelf at the Head of a Spaniſh Army, ſup- 

ported one of thoſe Parties after Paris itſelf had been beſieged _ the 
| | Other; 
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Years, the Contrary has been taken for granted; and I dare ſay, 
there are many Thouſands of People in England, who think we 
loſt much, and none of our Allies got any thing, by that Peace. 
The true Standard for adjuſting this, muſt be the Ends of the 
War; for as no War can be — in which the Aggreſſors know 
not for what fight, ſo no Peace can be a bad one, by which 
the Ends of the War are obtained. In the firſt Place, we fought 
againſt France to ſettle our ſelves; that Crown had never expli- 
citly acknowledged our Government here at Home. We fought 
next, for ſettling the Ballance of Power in Europe, by obtaining 
a reaſonable Satisfaction for the Claims of the Houſe of Auſtria 
to Spain and the [ndies. Another Motive to the War was, the 
ſecuring a Barrier to the Dutch, and an adequate Recompence to 
the reſt of our Allies, for the Injuries they had received from 
France. Let us ſee now, what was obtained by the Treaty of 
Utrecht, upon theſe ſeveral Heads. In the firſt Place, the Title 
of Queen Anne was acknowledged in the ſtrongeſt and moſt ex- 
plicit Terms; the Settlement of the Succeſſion in the illuſtrious 
' Houſe of Hanover, was likewiſe owned, and the Perſon who 
claimed before the Queen, and to defeat whoſe Pretenſions, the 
A& of Settlement was made, was excluded the Dominions of 
France, and his moſt Chriſtian 3 promiſed never to admit 

him again, though he had owned him over and over; and he 
likewiſe promiſed never to aſſiſt or protect him, or any of his 
Adherents. As to the ſecond, a reaſonable Satisfaction was ob- 
tained for the Emperor, though he refuſed to accept it; and the 

mioſt ſolemn Renunciations of the two Branches of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, are inſerted in the Body of the Treaty itſelf, in order, 
as far as the Thing was poſſible, to ſecure all Europe againſt the 
Apprehenſions of ſeeing the Crowns of France and Spain devolve 
upon one Prince; and, to obviate another Objection as to the 
Commerce of New Spain, it is expreſly provided, that the French 
ſhould enjoy no Privilege of Navigation thither, beyond what had 
| been 


other; it was his Opinion (and the Advice he gave to his Majeſty 
the King of Spain was grounded upon it) © That if France were to 
«© be got only by reducing its Towns, the World would ſooner be 
« at an End than ſuch a War.“ The Queen ſeemed at this Time, 
with better Reaſon, to frame the like Judgment, and ii was therefore 
her Pleaſure, and a great Inſtance {as the ſaid Earl concciver} of her 
Wiſdom and Goodnefs, to thini: of ſecuring 2 Veacc, while ſhe ap- 
peared able to carry on the War, her Armies being zull and numer- 
ous, and before the ex hauſted Condition of her Kingdoms, and the 
Impoſlibility on her Side, of maintaining ſo diſproportioned an Ex- 
pence, was diſcovered by ber Enemies. 
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been enjoyed under the Kings of Spain, of the Auſtrian Line. 
In regard to our Allies, it is plain, that the Duke of Savoy, who 
indeed well deſcrved it, having ſteadily adhered to the Alliance in 
Times of the deepeſt Diſtreſs, had full Satisfaction given him, and 
in ſuch a Manner too, as had a viſible Tendency to the properly 
fixing the Ballance of Power ; and the Kings of Portugal, Pruſſia, 
and the States, were likewiſe ſatisfed. I know it may be faid, 
that there was a Force upon the latter ; but I know People are 
very unfit Judges in their own Cauſe, and that the States got by 
this Treaty, not only ſuch a Barrier, as ſeemed reaſonable to us, 


but as good a one as the Emperor thought fit for them, after all 


our Succeſſes, and when the Allies were upon the beſt Terms 
with each other. To ſay then, that the Treaty of Utrecht did 
nothing, and that all our Expences, and all our Victories in that 
long War, were abſolutely thrown away, is much beyond the 


Truth ; but that a better 'Treaty might have been made, I ſhall 


not diſpute, becauſe I think there is no arguing about Poſſibi- 
lities®. 


Bronx I part with this Treaty, however, I muſt obſerve, 


that it was very extraordinary in one Reſpect; it procured us 
much greater Advantages, I mean the People of Great Britain, 
as a Trading Nation, than any Treaty I know of, before or ſince ; 
and upon theſe, I muſt particularly infiſt, becauſe they are im- 

mediately within my Province. We have ſeen, that Dunkirk 


was long before put into our Hands; let us now ſee what 


was become of it; and becauſe this is a Point that has been 
ſince, and may be hereafter, attended with warm Diſputes, I 
think it neceſſary to tranſcribe the Ninth Article of the Treaty, 
by which this great Point, (great indeed, if we conſider either the 

9 5 humbling 


e Account Biſhop Burnet has given us, will be ſufficient to 
clear up to the Reader, the Satisfaction ſecured to the Princes and 


States engaged with us in the War. © As for the Allies, ſays he, 
« Portugal and Savoy were ſatisfied ; the Emperor was to have the 
_ «© Dutchy of Milan, the Kingdom of Naples, and the Spaniſh Ne- 


* therlands ; Sicily was to be given to the Duke of Savoy, with the 
Title of King; and Sardinia, with the ſame Title, was to be given 


© to the Elector of Bavaria, in Lieu of his Loſſes ; the States were 
* to deliver up Liſle, and the little Places about it: And beſides the 
4% Places of which they were poſſeſſed, they were to have Namur, 
« Charleroy, Luxemburgh, Ypres, and Newport; the King of 
* Pruſſia was to have the Upper Guelder, in lieu of Orange, and the 
* other Eſtates, which the Family had in Franche Comte”. This 
was all that I think neceſſary to inſert here, with Relation to our 


Treaty; the Emperor was to have Time to the firſt of June to de- 


Clare his accepting of it. | 
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humbling France, or ſecuring our ſelves) was effectually ſettled. 
r « The moſt Chriſtian King ſhall take care, that 
«© all the Fortifications of the City of Dunkirk be razed ; that 
ec the Harbour be filled up; and that the Sluices, or Moles, 
ce which ſerve to cleanſe the Harbour, be levelled, and that at 
ce the ſaid King's own Expence, within the Space of five Months 


cc after the Conditions of the Peace are concluded, and ſigned 3 
* that is to ſay, the Fortifications towards the Sea, within the 


cc Space of two Months; and thoſe towards the Land, together 


ce with the ſaid Banks, within three Months; on this expreſs 


© Condition alſo, that the ſaid Fortifications, Harbour, Moles, 
ce or Sluices, be never repaired again”. The Demolition of this 
Place was of prodigious Importance ; it lies but thirteen L 


Leagues 
from the South Foreland, and any Eaſterly Wind, which carried 
our Ships down the Channel, brings out thoſe at Dunkirk, to 
meet and intercept them; which, during the two laſt Wars, 


made it often ſuſpected, that the French had Intelligence, either 
from our Admiralty, or Secretary's Office; though very probable 


without Foundation, ſince the very Situation of the Place furniſned 


the Enemy with Advantages enough, for the Eaſt End of the 


Channel, which is ſo much expoſed to Dunkirh, is but ſeven 
Leagues broad, and gives them an Opportunity of ſeeing our Ships 


from Side to Side. It clearly appears from hence, that fix Parts 
in nine of our Trade from the Port of London, is freed from 
moſt of the Hazards in the laſt War ; and though Part of this 


muſt be expoſed when it paſſes through the Chops, or Weſtern En- 


trance of the Channel, yet it muſt be conſidered, that it was liable 


alſo to this before, ſo that no new Inconvenience is created: and 


| beſides, this is only the South Trade; ſuch Ships as go to Hol- 


land, Hamburgh, or the North, are abſolutely free. Beſides all 
this, the Demolition of Dunkirk, is an irretrievable Blow to the 


French Naval Power, and even to their Trade, eſpecially to the 
Maſi-Indies; fo that a clearer Proof could not be of our ſuperior 
Force, and of their Diſtreſs, than the Submiſſion of France to this 


Article. It is true, they endeavoured to ſhift off, and afterwards 


to mitigate the Execution of it; but in vain. The Queen in- 


ſiſted upon Dunkirk's being demoliſhed effettually, according to 


the Letter, and it was demoliſhed as effectually as could be de- 


| fired - whether ever it ſhall be reſtored, fo as to become, as in 
Times paſt, a Terror to the Engliſb Nation, depends upon our- 


ſelves and future Adminiſtrations®. 


» Burnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 
1713, Life of Queen Anne, Continuation of Rapin's Hiſtory, The 
CRT In Importance 


By 
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Br the roth and 11th Articles, the Countries compriſed in the 
Charter of The Hudſon's-Bay Company, of which, the French 
| had got Poſſeſſion, partly in the Time of Peace, and partly in 
that of War, were to be reſtored ; and not only but his 
moſt Chriftian Majeſty farther ſtipulated, that whatever had been 
taken in Time of Peace, or whatever Injuries had been done to The 


Hudſon's- Bay Company, before the Commencement of the War, 


ſhould be fairly examined, and full Satisfaction made. The like 


is ſtipulated, with reſpect to the Depredations, by AA. Cafſard, 
in the Leeward Iſlands, after the Negotiations for Peace were 


By the 12th Article, the Iſland of St. Chriſtophers, and 


the whole Country of Nova Scotia, are yielded up to the Queen 
of Great Britain, as by the 13th, Article, is the whole Country 


of Newfoundland ; but the Iſland of Cape Breton, is by the ſame 
Article given up to France ; which has been repreſented as a mon- 


ſtrous Piece of Complaiſance ; though there ſeems to be great 
Reaſon to believe, it was much leſs owing to the Inclination of 


the Engliſh Miniſters, than to their Inability of ſtanding out any 
longer againſt the Oppoſition carried on at Home; and for this Rea- 


ſon it is made one of the Charges againſt the Earl of Oxford, in 


the 13th Article of his Impeachment, wherein it was affirmed, 
that Cape Breton was part of Nova Scotia ; and the Earl in his 
Anſwer to that Article aſſerts, that he had gone no farther than 
King William had gone in the Treaty of Ryſwick. But, how- 


ever we might fail as to the point of Cape Breton, yet undoubt- 


| edly we acquired more by the Treaty of Utrecht, than by any of 
our former Treaties; I mean at the Expence of the French, who 
at the Time this Treaty was ſigned, were actually in Poſſeſſion of 
Placentia in Newfoundland*. | 


Importance of Dunkirk conſidered, French Faith in the Demolition 
of Dunkirk, and many other Pamphlets upon the ſame Subject, pub- 
liſhed in thoſe Times. 5 . 
The Earl of Oxford even after he was Impeached, thought he 
had a Right to value himſelf upon this Treaty; and therefore in his 


Anſwer, after having taken notice of the Difficulties to which we 


were reduced by the War, he proceeds to ſpeak in the following 


Terms, of the Advantages accruing from the Treaty of Utrecht. At 


this Juncture the Queen entered upon a Negotiation of Peace, with 
Circumſtances of great Honour to herſelf : France applying to her firſt 
on this Account, previouſly owning her Title, and acknowledging the 
Right of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, two chief Grounds upon which 
the Declaration of the laſt War was built. As to the Allies, it was 
conducted in the ſame manner as all Treaties of Peace, in Confede- 


racies, have ever been, and according to the known Laws of Nations 
: in 


Bur 
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and Caſtle of Gibraltar, 
9 r . 
Righ - . N 


ng Rio! 
in caſe the Crown of Great Britain ſhall at any 
to alienate or diſpoſe 


of Minorca. By the 13th and 15th Articles, the Aſſiento- Trea- 


in ſuch Caſes, the firſt Motion and the ſeveral Steps to it, as faſt as they 
ripened into Propoſals ft for Confideration, being without Delay 


communicated to the States General. By the Terms of this Peace, 
as all reaſonable Satisfaction and Security, due to any of the Allies by 


Treaty were obtained for them by the Queen, and their juſt Preten- 


fions effectually ſupported, ſo larger Advantages were actually procur- 
ed for Great Britain in particular, than ever had been demanded be- 


fore in any Treaty, or Negotiation, between this and any other fo- 
reign State. The ſaid Earl craves leave on this Occaſion, to appeal 
to your Lordſhips, whether all the Ends for which the War was 
entered into, have not by this Treaty been fully attained ? Whether 


it does not appear by the beſt of Proofs, Experience, that the King- 


doms of France and Spain, are, by the Conventions of this Treaty, 


moſt effectually ſeparated ? And whether any. other Expedient could 


have been ſo ſucceſsful to this purpoſe, as that whereby it is now 


happily brought about? Whether the Ballance of Power in Eu- 
rope be not now upon a better Foot, than it has been for an hun- 
dred” Years paſt ? Whether the Advantages that have accrued 
to Great Britain by this Treaty do not appear, and have not appeared 


in the Security of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and in his Majeſty's 
eaceable Acceſſion to the Throne, with the univerſal Applauſe of 


is Subjects ; in the Addition made to our Wealth in the great 


Quantities of Bullion lately Coined at the Mint ; by the vaſt increaſe 


of Shipping employed fince the Peace, in the Fiſhery and in Mer- 
chandize, and by the remarkable Riſe of the Cuſtoms upon Import, 
and of aur Manufadure, and the Growth of our Country upon Ex- 
port? For the Proof of which Particulars, he refers himſelf to thoſe 
De and Books, wherein an authentic Account of them 1 is con- 
tai 

Vor. IV. L. 


of the fad Fonrehs of Gisler, or Iſland 
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x is confrmed as fully, gag and authentically, as-if the 


been repeated Word for- Word in the faid I 

which was ſigned at Utrecht, on the 2d of Fuly, O. S. 
- Biſhop of Briſtol, then Lord 8 and the rp” 
ford, her Majeſty 8 the Duke de 
and the Marquis de Montelan, — rom his 
lic F, 

Tre 
and there will be ſuch frequent Occaſion to mention it in the ſub- 
ſequent Part of this Work (as that Contract is the Baſis of the 
South-Sea Trade) that I find myſelf under a Neceſſity, as well 
for the fake of Order and 1 — for the Performance of 

what II promiſed, to enter into a fu —_— 
the Steps taken for erecting 1 38 


which was one of the moſt fignal Performances of the Oxford 


Miniſtry. The Earl of Godolphin, and his Friends, had been pe- 
_ culiarly happy in the Conduct of Public Affairs, and the Mainte- 
nance of Public Credit, ſo long as the Oppoſition given them did 
not riſe ſo high, as to hinder their carrying Public Points in the 

Houſe of Commons; but after they once found themſelves in that 
Situation, their Difficulties grew upon them daily, fo that they 

were forced to contract Debts in the Public Service, excluſive of 


ſuch as were contracted by, and provided for Annually by Par- 


liament. At firſt, theſe Debts were ſeldom mentioned, ſome of 
them being pretty old, and others incurred by Deficiencies, and 
the Application of F ands to other Services than they were origi- 
_ nally deſigned for. The drawing theſe Debts out of Obſcurity, 
and declaring them unprovided for, was one of the firſt Acts of 
the New Miniſtry -. Their next t Care was, | to form the Pro- 


prietors 


Y As to this Treaty with Spain, the Earl of Oxford, in his Anſwer 
to the Impcachment, lets us into a Fact of very great Import; for, 
ſays he, As for the Matters concerted previouſly with France, for the 
particular Intereſt of England, without the original Intervention. of 
Holland, the States were ſo far from proteſting againſt her Majeſty's 
Meaſures, and condemning her Conduct in this Reſpect, that their 


Miniſter proffered ſeveral Times in their Name, to have led the Way 


in the moſt difficult part of the whole Negotiation, and to have done 
his utmoſt to facilitate the Concluſion of it, provided bis Maſters 
might have a Share in the Aſſiento· Contract, and Trade to the Spa- 
niſh Weſt-Indies, one of theſe Advantages which France bad diſco- 
vered its Willingneſs ſhould be allowed, PO and WP to 

England. 
2 The Debts declared by the Statute, are as follow. | | 
Debt to the Navy, Old, New and 2 — 5. 35 : 
| ebt 


Affients has ſince made fo great a Figure in our Hiſtories, 


—Y n Free 7 tc. 6(5\ abt n Py * 
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is of theſe Dedes into a Company, which, they conceived, 
Told e ditch) upon them, as the Bank or Eaft- 
India Company had been on the former Miniſtry. - But the 
Bufineſs was, to find out a proper Pretence for erecting ſuch 
a new Company; and this was very happily found, and very 


dexterouſly applied. It was always matter of Wonder to the 
greateſt Part of this Nation, why the War was not puſhed in 


the N- Indies; eſpecially, ſince there was a Clauſe in the 


Grand Alliance, whereby we were entitled to hold whatever | 


we could ver in thoſe Parts. Some political Reaſons, 
however, teftrained the Vigour of our Arms in that Particular; 


and this, though the old Miniſtry were very little to blame in it, 


made one great Topic of Public Clamour. When a Thing 


is once made the Theme of common Diſcourſe, many Lights 


come to be ſtruck ou out in Relation to it, that were not thought 
of before: and this was the Caſe here; ſome Merchants of 
Briftol taking 
hend, that, however the Miniſtry might be bound, private Per- 
ſons were not obliged to let flip Advantages 
and therefore, they reſolved to fit out two Ships 


: rich Prizes, the Wealth of the South-Seas came to make a 
great Noiſe. This determined the New Miniſtry to join an am- 


ple Security for the Debts hitherto unprovided for, with the Prof- 
pect of the Trade to the South-Seas, and by this means, fix their 


whole Deſign at once. Upon this Plan, they made ſome Propo- 
ſals to the monied People, who having been long attached to the 
former Adminiſtration, treated the whole as Chimerical, and a 

Project that could never be brought to bear. I mention this Cir- 


L 2 cumſtance, 
Debt to the 8 — {i 4,4. 
Debt to Tranſport-Service — 
Old Army-Debentures of laſt War rr! — 1,018,656 
Deficient Tallies 8 Guliel. — — 12,024 


Proviſion for the Navy, Oct. Nov. Dec. 1710. ! 378,859 


Subſidies to the Duchy of Hanover, 1696 — 35.00 /%ę069 


Intereſt on ditto, from Chriſtmas 1710 and 1711 — 9.375 
Loans on Cuſtoms, &c. 8 Annæ — — ̊ 1,296,552 
Intereſt on ditto —ä . 74,876 
Intereſt on the whole, from Lake -Day to Vito} 486,325 
1711 : 


To the Year's Service 1711 — 500,000 
Add, for odd Shillings and Pence — —— = 


L- 9,471,323 


this Matter into Conſideration, began to appre- 


of this Nature; 

for the South- 
Seas, upon their private Account; which they did; and theſe 

Ships returning in the Year 1711, after having made many 
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cumſtance, only to ſhew how little Dependanee ſhould be placed 
| res 
thing but their Intereſts ; for, notwithſtanding their lighting 
Propoſal when it was firſt made, Lord 
carried on this Scheme with Succeſs *. 


f the Naure of th 


ticable, which they had never attempted. 


treſſing the Spaniard ; and, to demonſtrate this, they printed a 
Propoſal of the like Nature, which was made in Parliament, fo 
long ago as in the Year 1624. They further obſerved, that this 
was proſecuting the War againſt the French too, who carried on 
a mighty Trade in the South-Seas, and were actually making Set- 
tlements there. This took off the Edge from every Argument 
that could be offered, as to the Impoſſibility of the Deſign; tor all 


who talked in that Stile, were conſidered now as Enemies to the 
5 | Engliſh © 
As the Buſineſs of this Voyage to the South Seas very nearly 
concerns the Subject of this Work, it may not be amiſs to take No- 
tice, as conciſely as poſſible, of the moſt remarkable Circumſtances 


attending this Aﬀair. The Ships fitted out upon this Occafion, were 
The Duke of thirty Guns, and 170 Men commanded by Captain 
Woods Rogers; and The Dutcheſs, of twenty-ſix Gans, and 150 


Men, under the Command of Captain Stephen Courtnay. The fa- 


mous Captain Dampier, whoſe Voyages have made him known 


throughout Europe, was on board one of theſe Veſſels as Pilot; they 


failed from Briſtol on the iſt of Auguſt, 1708, and having happily paſ- 
ſed the Streights of Magellan, they nct only took ſeveral Ships in the 
South Seas, but ſeveral Towns alſo upon the Coaſt ;_ and on the 22d 
of December, 1709, they met with the Acapulco Ship, that is, che 
leſſer of the two Ships which fail Annually from the, Eaſt-Indies to 
Mexico; ſhe was of the Burthen of 400 Ton, and carried twenty 
Guns, and as many Pattararoes. The Action laſted about half an Hour, 
and the Value of the Prize was abqut 2,000,000 Pieces of Eight ; 
the larger Acapulco Ship fell alſo in their Way, which they at- 
tacked two Days ſucceſſively ; but, as ſhe was of goo Ton Burthen, 
and had 600 Men on board, they found it impoſſible to take her, 
which made them determine to return by the Eaſt-Indies ; Captain Do- 
ver being appointed Commander of the Acapulco Ship, with which 


they arrived arrived ſafely in the Downs, on the 2d of October, 
1711. | | 


Oxford, and his Friends | 
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likewiſe, of its having been always thought the ſureſt way of diſ- 
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Nation, and Perſons abſolutely in a foreign Intereſt, To 
22 i higheſt Gloſs, and to fx the Wilkie in a full 


ion of the great Profit, that might be made by this Trade, 


Sir Hovenden Walker undertook his Expedition againſt Cana- 
it Intent of that Armament was againſt Perz. 
is he deſigned Effect; the Dutch took Umbrage at it, 
and expreſſed loudly enough their Diſſatisfaction at our entering 
on any ſuch Vi This anſwered the End propoſcd, and be- 
Bebe 


Lands on the Eaſt Side of America, from the River Oronoco, 


to the Southermoſt Part of Terra del Fuego, and on the Weſt 


Side thereof, from the ſaid Southermoſt Part of Terra del Fu- 
ego, through the South - Sea, to the Northermoſt Part of Ame- 
rica, and into, and from all the Countries, Iſlands, and Pla- 
ces within the ſaid Limits, which are reputed to belong to 
Spain, or which ſhall hereafter be found out, or diſcovered 


within the Limits aforeſaid, not exceeding three hundred Leagues, 


from the Continent of America, on the ſaid Weſt Side thereof 
except the Kingdom of Brazil, and ſuch other Places on the 


Eaſt- ſide of America, as are now in the Poſſeſſion of the King of 
Portugal, and the Country of Surinam, in the Poſſeſſion of the 
States-General. And to give the Thing the greater Sanction, 


the ſaid Company, and none elſe, were to Trade within the ſaid 
Limits; and if any other Perſon ſhall Trade to the South Seas, 
they ſhall forfeit the Ship and Goods, and double Value : One 

fourth Part to the Crown; another fourth Part to the Proſecu- 


tor; and the other two Fourths to the Uſe of the Company. 
And the Company ſhall be the ſole Owners of the Iſlands, Forts, 


&c. which they ſhall diſcover within the ſaid Limits to be held 


of the Crown, under the Annual Rent of an Ounce of Gold, 
and of all Ships taken as Prize, by the Ships of the ſaid Company, 
and the * 24 may ſeize by Force of Arms, all other Bri- 


tiſb Ships trading in thoſe Seas. The Stock of this Corporation 
was to ariſe from the Subſcription of theſe public Debts, and the 
Sum of 8, 279 l. was granted for the Charges of Management; 


and as Trade could not be carried on without Money, ſo the 


Governor and Directors of the New Company, had Power by 


extraordinary Concurrence in the new Scheme here. The 
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their Charter, to make any Call, not exceeding 10 per Cent. for 
the Proſecution of this Trade 8 ne 
Tux Lord High Treaſurer Oxford, than whom no Mi- 
niſter had cleaner Hands, or a ſounder Head, ſaw, with great 
Satisfaction, the South Sea Company's Stock Subſcribed, by the 
very People who had treated his Project as a Chimera. He 
knew much better than they, how far it was Chimerical ; he 
knew that no Advantageous Trade could be carried on accord- 
ing to the Scheme of the Charter; but when the Charter was 
granted, it was too early for him to diſcover what he really 
5 1. Trade to the Sauth Seat. In 2 1713, the 
ſiento Treaty, or Agreement between Ki ilip of Spain, 
the . in France, for . 1 to 
the Weft-Indies, determined; and the Lord Treaſurer had an 
Agent of his in Spain, who took Notice of it to the Duke 
4 Qſſina, hinting alſo that the granting this to the Englißb, 
might prove a Means to the bringing about a Peace; inaſmuch, 
as it was one of the principal Points propoſed by the private 
Treaty between Great Britain and King Charles, the Propoſal 
was eagerly embraced, becauſe it not only had a Tendency to 
anſwer the great End of ſettling King Philip's Title by a Peace; 
but it alſo gave a Handle to the Spaniards to rid themſelves 
of the French, whoſe Dealings in the South Seas had long given 
them great Umbrage ; and thus this great Miniſter brought a- 
bout in Spain, what few had any Thoughts of in England; and 
_ procured this to be offered by King Philip, as a Means of 
conciliating the Intereſt of the two Crowns, and renewing the 
old Correſpondence between the two Nations. In Conſequence 
of this, a Project, conſiſting of forty-two Articles, was deli- 
vered to his Catholic Majeſty, who, on the 26th of March, 
1713, Ratified them by his Royal Decree at Madrid; and theſe 
are the Articles ſo ſolemnly confirmed in the T of Peace 
before-mentioned, and have been the Baſis of the Trade car- 
ried on by the South Sea Company ; which, if it has not, might 
certainly have been made extreamly beneficial to this Nation ©. 
TuIs r Contract ſtipulates, in the firſt Place, That 
from the 1ſt of May, 1713, to the iſt of May, 1743, the Com- 
y ſhall Tranſport into the Spaniſh Mef-Indies, 144,000 
egroes of both Sexes, and of all Ages, at the Rate of 4800 
| 1 Negroes 
d See the Act of Parliament, The Charter of the Company, and a 
. entitled, The true Deſign and Advantages of the South Sea 
Trade, &c. 
© See the Aſſiento Treaty in the 3d Volume of the Collection of 
Treaties, and the ſeveral Pamphlets written that Year, in Support of 
che Miniſtry, and in Juſtification of the Peace. 
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Negroes Year ; that for each Negroe the A/ienti/?s ſhall 
pay 33 1-3 Pieces of Eight, in- full for all Royal Duties; that 
the ſaid A/frenti/ts ſhall advance his Catholic Majeſty 200,000 
Pieces of Eight, upon the Terms preſcribed in the Contract; 
That twice a Year they ſhall pay the before-mentioned Duties of 
4000 Negroes, his Catholic Majeſty giving them the Duty on 
the other $00, to ballance their Riſk, and extraordinary Ex- 
pences ; that his Catholic Majeſty, and the Queen of Great Britain 
ſhall each be concerned a Quarter Part in the faid Trade, and ſhalf 
be allowed a Quarter of the Profits, which ſhall be accounted for, 
by the Aﬀentsfte, upon Oath, that during this Space, neither 
the French Guiney-Company, or the Subjects of any other 
Crown, ſhall have any Licence to import Negroes ; and in Cafe 
they ſhould import them, they ſhall be conſidered as Contraband, 
and. the Company ſhall have Power to confiſcate them, with 


many other Clauſes for the Security of this Trade, which it is not 
neceſſary for me here to mention. I ſhall content my ſelf with 
_ obſerving, that the Rights and Privileges granted by this Con- 


tract, were all by Direction from the Queen, properly aſſigned 
to the South Sea Company; and though it might be, as I be- 
lieve it was, true, that a little Jobbing was practiſed in making 
theſe Aſſignments, yet the whole was moſt advantageous to this 
Nation; and if we have not reaped ſuch Benefits from this 
Contract, as we might have done, we ought not to blame the 
Treaty of Utrecht, but ourſelves; for there is no ſerving = 
Nation, after it is come to a certain Height of Corruption. It 
may be thought a little too late to make theſe Reflections; but 
I am ſenſible, while I am writing this, that as we turned out 
the French, ſo the French are now endeavouring to turn us out, 
in which, if they ſhould ſucceed, it muſt have very bad Con- 
quences. This, however, I own, appears to me impoſſible, 
let us go on how we will; for, if we make a Peace with 
Spain, ſurely we ſhall have the Aſſiento continued, at leaſt for 


the Number of Years the Company have been deprived of their 


Trade; but, if we ſtill carry on the War, we may ſo ſenſibly 
diſtreſs Spain, on the one Hand, and have it ſo much in our 
Power, to gratify her on the other, that we may unqueſtionably 
obtain in this, and every other Reſpect, all the Advantages we 


can wiſh, or reaſonably require; but, if we ſhould appear to 
the Spaniards, neither in the Light of formidable Enemies, or 


uſeful Allies, the French may indeed ſupplant us, and then, 
no doubt, we ſhall be told, that this Branch of Commerce was 
inconſiderable, and that nobody got by it but the Supercargoes. 
Ir has been ſuggeſted, that, whatever Benefits we might re- 
ceive by this Treaty, there _ {till much greater . 
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that might have been acquired, if we had not ſuffered them 
to have ſupped through our Fingers. I ſhall take ſome Notice 
of theſe. In the firſt Place, it has been ſaid, that we might at 
ime have made our ſelves Mafters of the Indies, or at 

rade do 'not ſee ow this can be 

» our open Enemies were ex- 
mnly to act upon the Defenſive, 
that ſucceſsfully too, the Settlements of 
es, the Portugueze; and on the other Hand not the 
but all es were extremely a- 


dolphin's Miniſtry, e forborn. 
| ore, it does not appear we were able to do much againſt 
the Spaniards, and againſt the French, we were till in a worſe 
Condition; for in the Iflands they were too ſtrong for us, from 
their having but few Colonies, and thoſe well Peopled ; and in 
Canada, found the Situation of the Country and its Cli- 
mate, ſufficiently defended, It was only in Newfozndland, that 
we had any Proſpect of making Conqueſts; and there they gave 

us up Placentia, the only Place they held. I have already men- 
tioned che Affair of Cape Breton, which ſome Writers have 
called a Mine of Gold, given up by the Treaty of Utrecht to 
the French; and the Reaſon aſſigned for it, is this: That if thatIſland 
had not been left to the French, we ſhould have poſſeſſed the Fiſhery 
in that Part of the World without a Rival; and might conſequently 
have made what Market of it we pleaſed. Vet, however palatable 
this Reaſon may be at Home, I am ſure, nothing raiſes us fo many 


Enemies Abroad; this Notion of Monopolizing Trade, and = 


ſhutting our Neighbours out of it by Force,” has a very bad 
Effect, and is the Engine conſtantly made uſe of by the French, 
to prejudice our good Allies the Dutch againſt us. I crave Leave 
to add, that Experience hath ſhewn the Fact to be otherwiſe, 
than it was then repreſented ; we were, till the preſent breaking 
out of the War with Spain, in Poſſeſſion of a very great Trade 
in Newfoundland ; and, whenever a Peace is made, Care will no 
doubt be taken, that it ſhall be reſtored to us in its full Extent, 
and then I conceive we ſhall have no great Cauſe to murmur. 
Ws find it alſo objected, that greater Security was not ob- 

| tained for us in the Mediterranean ; where, they ſay, we ſhould 
not only have had Gibraltar, but a Territory round it. It were 
fo be wiſhed, they bad given us a Plan of this Fortreſs, with 
the Territory they expected, and then at the Cloſe of the pre- 
ſent War, perhaps, it might be obtained. But it is our Miſ- 
fortune, that even in Points of ſuch Importance as 8 we 
e borrow 
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borrow our Opinions, rather from the Parties to which: we at- 
tach ourſelves, than from the Nature of Things themſelves. 
For, let it be remembered, that many of thoſe who” inſiſted with 
the utmoſt Vehemence on this Error, in the Treaty of Utrecht, 
afterwards when their Scheme of Politics was changed; were as 


warm in aſſerting, that G:braltar and Port- Mahon, too, were 
of little or no Uſe, and were actually inclined to give them up to 
Spain, not in Conſideration of any Equivalent to be given to 


reat Britain, but in order to have ſuch a Peace made, as would 


ſuit the Intereſt of our Foreign Allies. It is not, therefore, eaſy 


to diſcern through the Miſts of Parties, what, in this Reſpect, are 


the true Intereſts of Britain. All that can be fairly ſaid of this 
Matter, lies in a narrow Compaſs ; the Security of our Trade in 


the Mediterranean, is well provided for, by our having in our 
Poſſeſſion the very beſt Haven in the Mediterranean, I mean that 
of Port- Mahon, the Influence derived from which, when proper- 


1y attended to, muſt always make us Maſters of thoſe Seas, and 


put it in our Power to give Law to the French. If an Engliſh 
Civil Government were once eſtabliſhed in the Iſland of Minor 


ca, and a Town erected there, capable of becoming the Centre 


of our Trade in thoſe Parts, we ſhould very ſoon ſee the Worth 


of that Iſland, and recover the beſt part of the Trade we have 


loſt. But military Governments agree ſo little with the Induſtry 
of a Trading People, and are in themſelves fo repugnant to the 
Genius of the Britiſp Nation, that I do not at all wonder, Men 
of good Senfe of all Parties, have ſecretly an Inclination, that both 
Gibraltar and Minorca, ſhould be given up, for the ſame Reaſon 


that the Patriots in King Charles II. Reign forced him to part 


with Tangier. But, be this as it will, we certainly have no right 
to cry down the Treaty of Utrecht, for furniſhing us with Ad- 
vantages, which our own Corruption will not allow us to keep. 
To conclude this Part of my Subject, I muſt obſerve, that 
upon the Cloſe of the War, the French found themſelves totally 
outed of all Pretenſions to the Dominion of the Sea. We have 


in part demonſtrated this, in the laſt Volume; but, ſomething 


more remains to be ſaid here. Moſt of our Conqueſts, indeed all 


of them that were of any Uſe to us, were made by our Fleets. 


Sir George Rooke took Gibraltar, and Sir John Leake reduced 
Minorca ; and befides, it is evident, that it was our Fleet alone 
that ſupported King Charles in Catalonia, and kept the King of 


Portugal ſteady to the Grand Alliance; which, beſides the Ad- 


vantages it brought to the Common Cauſe, ſecured to us the in- 


valuable Profits of our Trade to that Country; and all this, a- 


gainſt the Spirit, Genius, and Inclination of the Kings of Portu- 


gal, and their Miniſters, who were all, at that Time, in the 
| : 20 French 
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French Intereſt in their Hearts ; from which, they had never de- 
parted, ſo much as in Shew, if the moſt Chriſtian King had been 
able to perform what we did; ſince, it is well known, that the 
Portugueze firſt offered themſelves to, and contracted an Alliance 
with, that Monarch, and his Grand-Son of Spain. At the ſame 
time, our Fleets prevented the French from failing in the Medi- 
terrancan, where they had made a Figure in the laſt War, and 
kept many of the Italian States in Awe. The very Algeranes, 
and other Piratical States of Barbary, contrary to their natural 
Propenſity to the French, were now Obſequious to us, and enter- 
tained no manner of Doubt of the Superiority of our Flag. To 
ſpeak the Truth, the Slacknefs of the Dutch, in ſending Ships to 
this Part of the World, had in this Reſpect, an Effect happy e- 
nough for us, ſince it occaſioned, our being conſidered as the 
leading Power by all, who had any Concerns with us and them. 
Vet, it muſt be admitted, that in the Courſe of this War, the 
French performed ſome extraordiaary Exploits in the Attacking 
the Fleets and Colonies of us, and our Allies, at which we need 
not wonder, ſince now, this was all they had in their Power; 
and though it diſturbed us a good deal, and brought them ſome 
Profit, yet it was more a Mark of their Weakneſs, than of ours; 
for what greater, what more glorious Argument of our Naval 
Force, than our ſinking a great Maritime Power into a petty 
Piratical State? Let us but conſider the Figure that France made 
at the Beginning of the laſt War, and at the End of this. She 
had then her Fleets as well as we; nay, ſhe had ſometimes bet- 
ter Fleets ; inſtead of waiting till ſhe was attacked, or giving us 
the Trouble to go and ſeek her Squadrons at a Diſtance, ſhe ſpread 
the Sea with her Navy, and inſulted us upon our own Coaſts, 
though we had Spain for us in all that War; yet it was thought 
extremely dangerous for us to winter in its Ports; and every 
Body knows, every Body may ſee from this, and other Hiſtories, 
that, while we protected Spain, by our Fleets, we were often in 
Danger, for want of them, of being invaded at Home. But, in 
this War, the Enemy ſeldom appeared at Sea, and always quitted 
it at our Approach. Our Naval Empire commenced from the 
Battle of Malaga; the Extinction of the French Force at Sea, 
was in a manner completed by our Enterprize.on Toulon. They 
were from that Time, incapable of any great Expedition, and the 
only Attempt of that kind they made, I mean the pityful one on 
Scotland ſhewed it, [4 - ſtole from our Fleet through the Ad- 
vantage of Winds and Tides; the Apprehenſion of being over- 
taken, hindered them from Landing, and their Return, was a 
plain Flight; in a Word, to Sum up all, we had to deal in the 
_ firſt War with the Fleets of Breſt and Toulon, capable of diſpu- 

| „ 
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Freer z in 
this, if we could guard againſt the Pickeroons of St. Malpes, and 
| Dunkirk, all was well; our Merchant-men ſuffered ſometimes z 
but our Fleets and Squadrons were always ſafe; nay, even in the 

trivial War, between ſingle Ships, we had the Advantage; upon 
the whole, as appears the Admiralty's Computation, which 
ſhews, not only that the French ſuffered — we, but, what 
I believe few People have obſerved, that they ſuffered a Third 
wenn in this War, than they did in the laſt, notwithſtanding the 


Sea-Fights in that, and there being but un one in 
die 


Tann bappened no: further Naval A within the 
Compaſs of this Reign, except the ſending a Squadron into the — 
Mediterranean, under the Command of Sir James Wiſhart ; the. 1 


Deſign of it, without Queſtion, was to execute what * ; 
* to be execited of ths Peace ; and, 3 


at that Time, intent on the Reduction of Catalonia, the Eli 4 
Fleet rendered him ſome Services; which, however, made a Tl 
great Noiſe at Home; for, as the Catalans bad been originally F 
gn ; 
The Truth of what i is aſſerted in this Nerd, will appear at „ 5 
firſt Sight, by comparing the two following Liſts, which ſhew the Loſs 1 
ſuſtained by England and France, in this War, with thoſe in Vol. iii. p. 4 
154, 155, where we have ſhewn what was loſt on both Sides in the laſt | 0 
War, and from whence it is manifeſt, that the French loſt 754 Guns, 1 
and conſequently 11,310 Ton of Shipping, more in this War than 1 
in that. "i 
Lift of Evgliſh Ships loſt, or 4 in Queen Axaz' s War. 
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's Imterpoſition did not 
applying in their Favour, 


againſt him ; which, 


s Miniſter, 


put it out of her Majeſty's Power to follicit for them any longer. 
French Ships loſt, or taken. 
100 — 4 409 
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likewiſe alledged, that the Emperor might have ſtipulated 
n under the ( lr Mat? in his 


Proviſional Treaty for the Evacuation of that Province; ſo that, 
upon the whole, it ought to be underſtood, that whatever Mercy 
theſe People received, flowed from the Care taken of them 

the Queen; whereas, the many and great Miſeries they ſuffered, 
were abſolutely the Effects of their own Perverſeneſs and Ob- 


Burr, that I may not appear an iſt, rather than an Hiſ- 
torian, I muſt my Sentiments of this Matter. The 
Obligation that Great Britain was under, to protect theſe People 
was very clear, and withal ſo ſtrong, and ſo binding on the Go- 
vernment, that it is impoſſible to conceive, how any Minifters, 
and eſpecially thoſe who Counter · ſigned the very In s 
for giving ſuch Aſſurances to the Catalans, could believe it right, or 
could even imagine itexcuſable, not to ſecure them their Privileges 
by the Peace. As to their having this in their Power, it appears 
to me a Thing abſolutely clear ; for, when they firſt thoughe of 
the Peace, they knew the Engagements they were under to theſe 
People, and they ought to have taken Care, that what had been 


1 promiſed them upon the public Faith, ſhould have been perform- 


ed. Beſides, it appears plainly by the Treaty of Peace with 
Spain, that our Miniſtry had Power enough to obtain the whole 
Kingdom of Sicily for the Duke of Savey; and one cannot eaſily 
conceive, that People, who were able to do ſo much to oblige 
one Ally, ſhould not be able to obtain Juſtice for another. The 
Truth ſeems to have been, that the Spaniſh Court were very de- 
firous of carrying this Point, and found a Way to gain our Mi- 
niſter, who was ſent thither, before the formal Concluſion of the 
Treaty, to relax a little in this particular ; which, perhaps, he 
did not conſider, in the Light that I do; and afterwards, it was 
impoſſible to recover, what had been once departed from. I am 

very far, however, from thinking, that all the Miniſters then about 
the Queen, were culpable in this Matter. I have Reaſon to 
doubt, whether the Lord Treaſurer Oxford came into that Mea- 
ſure; and I have Authority to ſay, that the late Duke of Buck- 
ingbamſbire was ſo far from concurring in it, that he brought this 
Matter twice upon the Carpet in Council, and exerted all his 
Intereſt to have prevented the Catalans from being given up as 
they were. I am likewiſe aſſured, that whatever Sir James 
Miſbart did, was from his own Conſtruction of his Inſtruc- 
tions, and not from any expreſs Directions contained in them. 
This, fo far as I have been able to learn, is the Truth, and the 
whole Truth without Diſguiſe or Alleviation ; and, if there was 
any Miniſter, whoſe Intereſt with the Queen contributed L n any 
1 | . | egree 
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particular Memo 


relating to the worthy 
whom I am to ſpeak, are attended with more Obſcurity : 
could wiſh, notwithſtanding the Recentneſs of the Facts, and the 
Obligation that public and private Hiſtorians were under, to have 
preſerved, as far as was in their Power, whatever might have con- 
tributed 13 of thoſe brave — woke = 
poſed themſelves for the Adyantage of their Native Country, 
to whoſe Courage and Conduct we ſtand indebted for the many 
Advantages this Nation ftill enjoys, as well for the Force and Re- 
putation of our Maritime Power, which has extended itſelf to the 
moſt diftant Parts of the World, and, under this Reign particu- 
larly, drew the higheſt Reſpect to the Exgliſb Flag wherever it ap- 
peared. As it ſecured to us ſuch a mighty Acceffion of Trade, 
that the Shipping of this Kingdom was encreaſed near a Third, 
from the Concluſion of the Peace, to the Death of the Queen. 


—_— — K 
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\ S Fame ought conſtantly to attend on Virtue, ſo without 
141 Doubt, it ought to follow in a particular Manner, that 
Kind of Virtue which is of greateſt Uſe to Society ; I mean, true, 
active and well conducted public Spirit. This it was, that diſtin- 
guiſhed the Gentleman of whom I am to ſpeak, and that in an 
Age, when public Spirit was not only out of Faſhion, but out of 
Countenance ; when a Man who profeſſed to love his Country, 
if known to have Senſe, was thought to be a Hypocrite; and, if 
not known to have it, a Fool. Mr. Benbow was neither; he had 
a Sincerity that was never queſtioned, and a Knowledge of Men 
and Things, which always procured him Credit, in whatever 
Station he appeared. But there was this peculiar in his Charac- 


ter, that he never procured any Addition of Fortune or Honour 


to himſelf, but where ſome Good reſulted from it to his Country; 
for this Reaſon, I have, with greac Care, collected every Circum- 
ſtance relating to his Progreſs through Life, from private > 
: whic| 
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which I flatter myſelf will be ſo much the more agreeable to the 
Public, from the Want of Care in other Writers, to celebrate 
the Memory of this great Man; which they have rather injured, 
by heaping 
as the rough 


R 


Behaviour of a Tarr, that ſteady Courage, and ſtrict 


ple would infinuate, but the laudable Qualities of this accompliſh- 
ed Admiral} *. 

Ir would, I think, be no Reflection upon the Merit of this 
worthy Man, if he had really ſprung, as ſome Writers have ſug- 
A he did, from a mean Original; 

was deſcended from the antient and honourable Family of the 


Benbows, in the County of Salop ; which, though now ſunk in 


Point of Riches and Credit, is flill remembered with Honour, as 


it deſerves to be, fince the Misfortunes of the Family were not 


the Effects of their Follies and Vices, but owing to their Firm- 
"neſs and Fortitude, and their unſhaken Adherence to the 

Old Englih Principles of Loyalty and Patriotiſm. When the 
Civil War broke out, King Charles I. relying ftrongly on the Af- 


fection of the Inhabitants of this County, repaired in Perſon to 


Shrewſbury, and entered that City on the 20th of September, 
1642, and the ſame Day made public Declaration, that he did 


not carry on this War from a Thirſt of Blood, or of Conqueſt, 


or of Power, but from a Deſire of preſerving his own juſt Rights, 


and thoſe of his People, ſince he was determined, it God gave 
him Succeſs therein, to be as tender of the Privileges of Parlia- 
ment, as of his own Prerogative. Upon this Declaration, the 
Lords Newport and Littleton, with the greateſt Part of the Gen- 
try of the Country, came in, and offered his Majelty their Ser- 
vice; among theſe, were Thomas Benbow, and John Benbow, 
Eſgrs. both Men of Eſtates, and both Colonels in the King's 
Service, of whoſe Fortunes I am obliged to ſay ſomewhat, ſince 
the latter was the Father of our Admiral, and there were many 
We * of being recorded, that Nele them both d, 


"Wren 


* Amongſt ocher worthy Gentlemen to whom I ſtand indebted, 
for many Particulars mentioned in theſe Memcirs, I am eſpecially 


bound to mention Paul Calton, Eſq; of an antient and honourable | 


Family in Berkſhire, who married one of the Daughters and Co- 
heireſſes of Vice-Admiral Benbow, and into whoſe Hands many of 
his Father-in-Law's Papers came, after his Deceaſe. 

b The Earl of Clarendon gives a large Account of this Aﬀair, in 
his Hiſtory, and takes particular Notice of the King's Coining his 


Plate there, which * many Nenn and Gentlemen to = 


together idle and ill-founded Stories, and repreſenting, 
egard for Diſcipline, which were not the Foibles, as ſome Peo- 


but the Fact is iſe. 
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came to the Tower to examine the Magazines. There, his Ma- 
jeſty caſt his Eye on the good old Colonel, who had now been 
diſtingui by a ſine Head of grey Hair for twenty Years. 
The King, whoſe Memory was as quick as his Eye, knew him 
at firſt Sight, and immediately came up and embraced him. My 
old Friend Colonel Benbotu, ſaid he, what do you here? I have, 
returned the Colonel, a Place of fourſcore Pounds a Year, in 
which, I ſerve your Majeſty as chearfully, as if it brought me in 


found for an old Friend at Moregſter? Colonel Legge, bring this 


Gentleman to me To-morrow, and I will provide for him and his 


Family, as it becomes me. But, ſhort as the Time was, the Co- 
lonel did not live to receive, or even to claim, the Effects of this 
| ious Promiſe; for the Senſe of the King's Gratitude and 


| Goodneſs ſo overcame his Spirits, that fitting down on a Bench, 


he there breathed his laſt, before the King was well out of tha 
Tawer. And thus, both Brothers fell Martyrs to the Royal 

Cauſe, one in Grief, and the other in Joy 9. | 
WIEN we conſider the Circumſtances of the Father, it is im- 


poſſible to be ſurprized at the Poverty of his Family, of the State 
of which, at the Time of his Deceaſe, I am not able to give 


any diſtin& Account; all that I have been able to learn, is, that 
his Son John was bred to the Sea; but that it was in ſo low a 
Station, as a Waterman's Boy, which ſome Writers affirm, is, 
what I can hardly 
Reign, he was Owner and Commander of a Ship called The 
Benbow Frigate, and made then as conſiderable a Figure as an 

Man concerned in the Trade to the Mediterrancan. He was al- 


Commander, one who took Care of his Seamen, and was, 
therefore, chearfully obeyed by them, though he always main- 
tained ſtrict Diſcipline, with greater Safety there, than afterwards 
in the Royal Navy. This Behaviour raiſed his Reputation great- 
ly, ſo that no Man was better known, nor better reſpected by the 


Merchants upon the Exchange, than Captain Benbow. It does 
not, however, appear, that he ever ſought any Preferment in 


that Reign; neither is it likely he would have met with it in the 
next, but from a remarkable Accident, of which I ſhall give the 
| Reader the beſt Account I can, becauſe it gave Riſe to all his fu- 


ture 


This Particular I had from Mr. Calton, and it has been likewiſe 
confirmed to me by ſeveral other Perſons of Credit 
Vor. IV. M 


four Thouſand. Alas! ſaid the King, is that all that could be 


believe, becauſe, even in King Charles II. 


ways conſidered by the Merchants, as a bold, brave, and active 
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ture Fortunes, and is withal, as extraordinary a Story in itſelf, as 
perhaps ever appeared in any Hiſtory *, — 

Ix the Year 1686, Captain Benbow, in his own Veſſel The 
Bent:w Frigate, was attacked in his to Cadiz, by a Sal- 


ly Rover, againſt whom he defended himſelf, though very une- 
qual in the Number of Men, with the utmoſt Bravery, till at 
laſt the A4cert boarded him; but were quickly beat out of his 
Ship again, with the Loſs of thirteen Men, whoſe Heads Captain 
| Benbaw ordered to be cut off, and thrown into a Tub of Pork- 
Pickle. When he arrived at Cadiz, he went aſhore, and ordered a 
Negro Servant to follow him, with the Moors Heads in a Sack. 
He had ſcarce landed, before the Officers of the Revenue enquired 
of his Servant what he had in his Sack ? the Captain anſwered, Salt 
Proviſions for his own Uſe. That may be, anſwered the Officers ; 
but we muſt inſiſt upon ſeeing them. Captain Benbotu alledged, that 
| he was no Stranger there; that he did not uſe to run and 
pretended to take it ill that he was ſuſpected. The Officers told him, 
that the Magiſtrates were ſitting not far off, and that if they were 
latisfied with his Word, his Servant might carry the Proviſion where 


be pleaſed; but that, otherwiſe, it was not in their Power to grant 


any ſuch Diſpenſation. The Captain conſented to the Propoſal; 
and away they marched to the Cu/tom-houſe, Mr. Benbow in the 
Front, his Man in the Center, and the Officers in the Rear. The 
Magiſtrates, when he came before them, treated Captain Benbow | 
with great Civility, told him, they were ſorry to make a Point 
of ſuch a Trifle, but that, ſince he had refuſed to ſhew the Con- 
tents of his Sack to their Officers, the Nature of their Employ- 
ments obliged them to demand a Sight of them ; and that, as they 
doubted not they were Salt Proviſions, the ſhewing them could 
de of no great Conſequence one Way or other. I told you, 0 
the Captain ſternly, they were Salt Proviſions for my own Uſe. 
Czſar, throw them down upon the Table; and, Gentlemen, if 
you like them, they are at your Service. The Spaniards were 
exceedingly ſtruck at the Sight of the Moors Heads, and no leſs 
aſtoniſhed at the Account of the Captain's Adventure, who, with 
To ſmall a Force, had been able to defeat ſuch a Number of Bar- 
barians. They ſent an Account of the whole Matter to the Court 
of Madrid, and Charles II. then King of Spain, was ſo much 
pleaſed with it, that he would needs ſee the Engliſh Captain, who 
made a Journey to Court, where he was received with great Teſ- 
timonies of Reſpect, and not only diſmiſſed with a handſome Pre- 
ſent, but his Catholic Majeſty was alſo pleaſed to write a Letter 155 


dee The Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for 1702, Life of Queen 
Anne, and Oldmixon's Hiltory of che Stuarts. 
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his Behalf to King James, who, upon the Captain's Return, gave 
him a Ship, which was his Introduction to the Royal Navy f. 
AFTER the Revolution, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by ſeveral 
ſucceſsful Cruizes in the Channel; where he was employed at the 
Requeſt of the Merchants, and not only did his Duty by protect- 
ing the Trade, and annoying the Enemy, but was alſo remark- 
ably careful in examining the French Ports, gaining Intelligence, 
and forming Schemes for diſturbing the French Commerce, and 


' ſecuring our own. For this Reaſon, he was commonly made 
| Choice of to command the Squadrons employed in Bombarding 


the French Ports, of which we have given a large Account in our 

third Volume; and, therefore, it is altogether unneceſſary to re- 
peat thoſe Things here. I ſhall content myſelf, for this Reaſon, 
with remarking, that he ſhewed no leſs Courage than Conduct 


upon ſuch Occaſions, being always preſent in his Boat, as well 


to encourage, as inſtru, the Seamen and Engineers ?. 


Tu Diligence and Activity of Captain Benbow, could not 


fail of recommending him to the Favour of fo wiſe and brave a 
Prince as King William; to whoſe perſonal Kindneſs, founded on 


a juſt Senſe of Mr. Benbow's Merit, he owed his being fo early 
promoted to a Flag, after which, he was generally employed as 
the moſt experienced Scaman in the Navy, to watch the Motions 
of the French at Dunkirk, and to prevent, as far as it was poſ- 
ſible, the Depredations of Dubart ; in which, he ſhewed ſuch 
Diligence, and did fo great Service, by preſerving our Merchant- 


Ships, that he eſcaped the ſlighteſt Cenſure, when Libels flew 
about, againſt almoſt every other Officer of Rank in the Fleet. 
The Truth was, that the Seamen generally conſidered Rear- 
Admiral Benbow, as their greateſt Patron; one, who not only 


uſed them well, while under his Command, but was always 
ready to interpoſe in their Favour, as far as his Intereſt went, 
when 2 were ill · treated by others. There was, at that Time, 


a warm Diſpute as to the Expediency of preferring mere Seamen, 
or, as they were then called, Tarpaulins, or Gentlemen in the 
Navy: Admiral Benboto was conſulted more than once by the 
King, upon that Subject; and always gave it as his Opinion, that 

it was beſt to employ both; that a Seaman ſhould never loſe Pre- 


ferment for Want of Recommendation, or a Gentleman obtain 
it, barely from that Motive. He was alſo a great Enemy to 
Party-Diſtinctions, and thought a Man's Merit ought to be 


judged from his Actions at Sea, rather than from the Company 
he kept on Shore; and for this Reaſon, he lived upon good 


M 2 Terms 


f This I had from the beforementioned Mr. Calton. 
E Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, &c. 
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Terms with the Admirals of different Parties, who were all of 
them ready to teſtify, upon any Occaſion, to his C 
In the Year 1697, he was with a fmall Squadron before Dun- 
kirk ; where, he ſaved the 7 and M eſ-India Fleet, from 
falling into the Hands of the French Privateers, for which he re- 
ceived the Thanks of the Merchants. He would likewiſe have 
ſuccecded in reſtraining Dubart from going out, if the Dutch 
Rear-Admiral YVandergoes, had been in a Condition to aſſiſt him, 
or if the Lords of the Admiralty had been inclined to have taken 
his Advice ; for, obſcrving in the inning of Augn/?, that ten 
French Frigates were hauled into the n, to clean, he judged 
their Deſign, to be what it really proved; to put to Sea by the 
next Spring- Tide; and, therefore, as his Ships were all foul, he 
wrote up to the Board, to deſire, that four of the beſt Sailors 
might be ordercd to Sheerneſs to clean, and that the others might 
come to the Downs, not only to take in Water, which they very 
much wanted, but alſo to Heel and Scrub; which he judged might 
have been done, before the next Spring- Tide, gave the French 
an Opportunity of getting over the Bar ; but this was not then 
thought adviſable, though he afterwards received Orders for it 
when the Thing was too late. By this unlucky Accident, the 
French had an Opportunity given them, of getting out with five 
clean Ships; which, however, did not hinder the Admiral from 
purſuing them, as well as he was able ; and ſome Ships of his 
Squadron, had the good Luck to take a Dunkirk Privateer of ten 
Guns, and ſixty Men, which had done a great deal of Miſchief. 
This was one of the laſt Actions of the War, and the Rear- 
Admiral ſoon after, received Orders to return home with the 
Squadron under his Command i. 3 3 
Ir is very well known, that, aſter the Peace of Ry/wick, and 
even while the Partition- Treaties were Negotiating, King Wil- 
liam had formed a Deſign of doing ſomething conſiderable in the 
Meſi-Indies. "This Projcct, had long occupied the King's 
Thoughts, into which, it is ſaid, it was firſt put by Father Hen- 
nepin, who was extremely well acquainted with that . * 
5 World. 


d I have theſe Facts, not only from private Authority, but alſo, 
from a Multitude of political Treatiſes, publiſhed under that Reign; 
in which, as great Freedom was uſed, ſo there is not the leaſt Reaſon 
to believe, that if our Admiral had been guilty of any Exceſſes in Point 
of Power, or any Omiſſions in Reſpect of Duty, they would have been 
concealed. 8 


| Burchet, Burnet, and our own Hiſtory, under the Naval Tranſ- 
actions of the Year 1697. 
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World. The King had turned it ſeveral Ways in his Mind; and 
at laſt, took a ſettled Reſolution, that, if the French attempted to 
deceive him, as he had great Reaſon to believe they would, ſome- 
thing of Conſequence ſhould be done in that Part of the World. 
In the mean Time, however, he thought fit to ſend a ſmall Squa- 
dron of three Fourth Rates into the //:/t- Indies, under the Com- 
mand of Rear-Admiral Benbow, who had private InftruQtions from 
the King, to make the beſt Obſervations he could, on the Spaniſh 
Ports and Settlements, but to keep as fair as poſſible with the Go- 
vernors, and to afford them any Aſſiſtance, if they deſired it. He 
was likewiſe inſtructed, to watch the Galleons ; for the King of 
Spain, Charles II. was then thought to be in a dying Condition. 
Rear-Admiral Benbotu ſailed in the Month of November, 1698, 
and did not arrive in the Veſt-Indies till the February following, 
where he found Things in a very indifferent Situation. Moſt of our 
Colonies were in a bad Condition, many of them engaged in warm 
Diſputes with their Governors; the Forces, that ſhould have 
been kept up in them for their Defence, ſo reduced by Sickneſs, 
Deſertion, and other Accidents, that little or nothing was to be 
expected from them. The Admiral carried with him, Colonel 
_ Collingword's Regiment, which he diſpoſed of to the beſt Advan- 
tage, in the Leeward Iands. He then diſpoſed himſelf to exe- 
cute his Commiſſion, and failed for that Purpoſe to Carthagena, 
where he met with a very indifferent Reception from the Go- 
vernor, which he returned, by talking to him in a ay plain 
Stile, which forced him, though he had been wanting in Civility, 
to make it up in ſome Meaſure, by doing Juſtice ; and in the 
ſame Manner he proceeded with the Governor of Porto- Bello, as 
I have ſhewn elſewhere ; but ſtill the great Ends of his Commiſ- 
ſion remained altogether unanſwered, not through any Fault of 
the Admiral's, but for Want of a ſufficient Force, either to en- 
gage the Spaniards to confide in him, or to perform any Thing 
conſiderable, in Caſe the French had ſent a ſtrong Fleet into that 
Part of the World, as at that Time it was expected they would 
have done. This Aﬀair was complained of in Parliament, where 
the Smallneſs of the Squadron, and the ſending it fo late, were 
very ſeverely reflected upon; though, at the ſame Time, great 
Compliments were paid to Admiral Benbow's Courage, Capacity, 
and Integrity, by both Parties; and, when he returned home two 
Years after, he brought with him authentic Teſtimonies of his 
having done the Merchants and Planters all the Services they 
could either expect or deſire; ſo that he was received with the 
moſt cordial Friendſhip by his Majeſty ; who, as a Mark of his 
Royal Favour, was graciguſly pleaſed to grant him an Augmen- 
= pp tation 
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tation of Arms, by adding to the three bent Bows, which he al- 


ready wore, as many Arrows . 

Tae whole Syſtem of Affairs in Europe was changed by that 
Time Admiral Benbow came back; the King had diſcovered the 
Perfidy of the French, and ſaw himſelf under an abſolute Neceſſi- 
ty of entring upon a new War, while he was ſenſible the Nation 
was but very little recovered from the Fatigues of the laſt. Ore 
of his firſt Cares was, to put the Fleet into as good Condition as 
it was poſſible, and to give the Command of it to Officers that 
might in all Reſpects be depended upon; and to this Diſpoſition 
of the King's, Mr. Benboto owed his being made Vice- Admiral 
of the Blue. He was at that Time cruifing off Dunkirk, in or- 
der to prevent what was then much dreaded here, an Invaſion. 
There was, as yet, no War declared between the two Crowns; 

but this was held to be no Security againſt France; and it 
was no ſooner known, that they were fitting out a ſtrong 
Squadron at Duntirł, than it was firmly believed to be intended 
to cover a Deſcent. Vice-Admiral Benbow ſatisfied the Miniſtry, 
that there was no Danger on this Side; and then it was reſolved, 
to proſecute without Delay, the Projects formerly concerted, in 
order to diſappoint the French in their Views, upon the Spæniſb 
Succeſſion; and to facilitate this, it was thought neceſſary to ſend 

without Delay, a ſtrong Squadron to the //2/t-Indies. This 
Squadron was to conſiſt of two Third Rates, and eight Fourths ; 
which was as great a Strength as could be at that Time ſpared ; 
and it was thought perfectly requiſite that it ſhould be under the 
Command of an Officer, whoſe Courage and Conduct might be 
ſafely relied on, and whoſe Experience might give the World a 
good Opinion of the Choice made of him for this Command ; 
upon the right Management of which, it was believed, the Suc- 


ccfs of the War would in a great Meaſure depend. Mr. Benbow 


was thought of by the Miniſtry, as ſoon as the Expedition was re- 
1 | ſolved ; 


* Burchet, Burnet, Chandler's Debates. It is certain, that the 
French had great Advantages from the Nature of their Government, 
which enabled them to take much quicker Meaſures for effecting their 
Purpoſes, than we could do to oppoſe them ; but, as this was in a 

t Meaſure owing to Overſights and Miſmanagements in the former 

ar, ſo it ſhews the Neceſſity there is of ſtrict and prudent Enquiries, 

in order to obtain the Confidence of this Nation; which, whenever it 

is acquired, will be always found an Over-balance even for the French 

Power; whereas, if the People of England entertain any Doubts of 

the Manner in which their Money is to be employed, it will often be 

found difficult, ſometime or other, perhaps, impracticable to make 
fhem part with it. e | 
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folved ; but the King would not hear of it. He ſaid, that Ben- 
bow was in a manner juſt come home from thence, where he had 
met with nothing but Difficultics ; and that, therefore, it was but 
juſt ſome other Officer ſhould now take his Turn. One or two were 
named and conſulted ; but either their Health, or their Affairs 
_ were in ſuch Diſorder, that they moſt carneſtly deſired to be ex- 
cuſed ; Upon which, the King ſaid merrily, to ſome of his Mi- 


niſters, alluding to the Dreſs and Appearance of theſe Gentlemen, 


Will then, I find we muſt ſpare our Beaus, and ſend honeſt Ben- 


bow. His Majeſty, accordingly ſent for him upon this Occaſion, 


and aſked him, whether he was willing to go to the Vſt-Indies, 
aſſuring him, if he was not, he would not take it amiſs, if he de- 
fired to be excuſed. Mr. Benbow anſwered bluntly, that he did 
not underſtand ſuch Compliments ; that he thought he had no 
Right to chooſe his Station, and that, if his Mal thought fit 
to ſend him to the Eaſt or He/t-Indies, or any where elſe, he 


would chearfully execute his Orders, as became him. Thus the 


Matter was ſettled, in very few Words, and the Command of 
the Meſt- India Squadron conferred, without any Mixture of En- 
VV, ON our Vice-Admiral Benbow A WIE: = - | 

To conceal the Defign of this Squadron, but above all, to pre- 


vent the French from having any juſt Notions of its Force, Sir 
George Rocke, then Admiral of the Fleet, had Orders to convoy 
it as far as Scilly, and to ſend a ſtrong Squadron with it thence, 


to ſee it well into the Sea; all which he punctually performed; 
ſo that Admiral Benbow departed in the Month of September, 
1701. The World in general believing, that he was gonc with 
Sir Fohn Munden, who commanded the Squadron that accom- 
panied him into the Mediterranean ; and to render this more cre- 
dible, our Miniſter at Madrid, was ordered to demand the 


free Uſe of the Spanih Ports; which, was accordingly per- 


formed. As ſoon as it was known in England, that Vice- 
Admiral Benbotu was ſailed with ten Ships only for the /7e/t- Indies, 
and it was diſcovered, that the great Armament at Breſt was in- 
tended for the ſame Part of the World, a mighty Clamour was raiſed 
here at Home, as if he had been ſent to be ſacrificed, and heavy 
Reflections were made upon the Inactivity of our grand Fleet; 
whereas, in Truth, the whole Affair had been conducted with 

all imaginable Prudence, and the Vice-Admiral had as conſidera- 
ble a Squadron, as, all Things maturely weighed, it was, in that 
eritical Juncture, thought poſſible to be ſpared. It is certain, that 
King William formed great Hopes of this Expedition, knowing 
1175 —_ & 158 well, 


1 Moſt of theſe Particulars I had from Perſons of Reputation, upon 
their own Knowledge, 
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well, that Mr. Benbow would execute with the greateſt Spirit and 
Punctuality, the Inſtructions he had received; which, were to 
engage the Spaniſh Governors, if poſſible to diſown King Philip; 
or, in caſe that could not be brought about, to make himſelf 
Maſter of the Galleons. In this Defign, it is very plain, that the 
Admiral would have ſucceeded, notwithſtanding the ſmallneſs of 
his Force, if his Officers had done their Duty ; and it is no lefs 
certain, that the Anxiety the Vice-Admiral was under, about 
the Execution of his Orders, was the principal Reaſon for his 
maintaining fo ſtrit Diſcipline, which proved unluckily the Oc- 
caſion of his coming to an untimely End. Vet, there is no 
Reaſon to cenſure either the King's Project, or the Admiral's 
Conduct; both were right in themſelves, though neither was at- 
tended with the Succeſs it deſerved Ww. by 

Tux 


m That I may not ſeem to ſpeak altogether without Book, I ſhall 
cite a Paſſage from a Pamphlet publiſhed in 1702, intitled, The Pre- 
ſent Condition of the Engliſh Navy, p. 24. A new War I believe 
to be unavoidable ; and we are much beholden to the laſt Parlia- 
* ment, that we are not entered into it already, and ſo become the 
% Fight-alls, the Pay-alls, and the Loſe-alls, of Europe, as we have 
* hitherto been. But, if we have a War managed as was the laſt, we 
7 had better ſpend a little Money in Booms and Chains, to ſecure our 
« Ships in Harbour, than to ſend em Abroad to ſpend our Money, 
e loſe our Reputation, and not ſecure our Trade. I cannot perſuade 
«« my ſelf, that the Parliament of England will ever more ſend the 
% native Strength of their Country Abroad, in other People's Quar- 
, rels, and be at the Charge of Levies, Cloathing, Arms, and Tranſ- 
«c portations, to put their own Liberties in Danger at Home, by a 
* ſtanding Army, when they have done the Buſineſs of our Allies 
Gs Abroaf The Men we loſt, and the Money we ſpent in the laſt 
„ War, as alſo, how hard it was to get them diſbanded, in Oppoſi- 
« tion to the Intereſt of Men that wanted them to ſupport their Ti- 
tles to their illegal Grants, and ill-gotten Gains, is too freſh in our 
# Memories, ever to bring ourſelves under the like Hardſhips. I 
« foreleg, that the War will now be at Sea, and we have but a very 
ill Omen of Succeſs from the laſt Summer's Expedition of our Fleet. 
f Our modern Whigs in their Legion-Letters, and Kentiſh Petition, 
„ exclaimed againſt the Parliament, becauſe they raiſed no more Mo- 
* ney ; but I kope theſe Folk, if they have any Brains, or Honeſty, 
7 are now ſenſible of their groundleſs Complaint, when they find how | 
“little has been done; for what was then raiſed: They gave 1,500,000 

? Pounds for the Fleet, for this Expedition; and, what has been the 
« EffeR ? the whole Fleet went to convoy Benbow, in his Way to the 
«5 Weſt-Indies, and, while they were gone, our modern Whigs 
A boaſted of their Conduct, and built Caftles in the Air, to hold the 


Money 
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Tax French knew too well the Importance of the Speni/h . 


Indies, not to think of providing for their Security, as ſoon as e- 
ver they reſolved to accept the Will of the late King Charles II. 
The Officer, whom his moſt Chri/tian Majeſty made choice of 
to command the Squadron which was firſt to be ſent thither, was 
the famous M. Du Cafſe, Governor of St. Domingo, He was 
to carry with him a hundred Officers of all Ranks, who were 


intended to diſcipline the Spaniſb Militia in the Kingdom of Mex- - 


ico ; but, before this could be done, it was thought neceſſary to 
ſend M. Du Caſſe to Madrid, to aſk the Spaniſh Council leave, 
which took up ſome Time ; for though the Spaniards could not 
but be ſenſible in how wretched a Situation their Affairs in the 
Meſt-Indies were, yet it was with great ReluQtancy, that they 


gave Way to this Expedient, though a little Reflection would ; 


have ſhewn them, that in reality they had no other Choice to 


make; but, when once they had come to a Reſolution, that M. 


Du Cajſje ſhould be ſent, they were continually ſolliciting the 
French Court to diſpatch him immediately. The French Coun- 


cils, which were better conducted, had foreſcen theſe Difficulties; 


and, therefore, had a 1 ready at Breſt, conſiſting of five 

Ships of the Line, and ſeveral large Veſſels laden with Arms and 
Ammunition, which, under the Command of the Marquis de 
Coetlogon, in the Month of April, 1701, failed for the Spanifo 
 W:/t-Indies ; and on the 20th of October, the Count de Chateau- 
Renault ſailed with fourteen Ships of the Line, and ſixteen Frigates, 
to meet the Galleons, that were ſuppoſed to be already departed 
from the Havannah, under the Eſcort of the Marquis % Cectle- 
Lon; and after all this, M. Du Caſſe hkewiſe failed with his Squa- 
dron ; from whence, the Engliſb Reader will eaſily fee, that as 
Admiral Benbow received no Supplies, he was like to be cruſhed 
by the ſuperior Power of the Enemy, and that extraordinary Di- 
| ligence which was uſed to ſtrengthen and ſupport them *. 


WEN Vice-Admiral Benbow arrived firſt at Jamaica, which 


was at the Cloſe of the Year 1701, he made ſuch juſt and wiſe 
N | Diſpoſitions 


Money they would bring Home in the Spaniſh Galleons but in a 


„ ſhort Time we found them all at Spithead, except a few Ships that 


« proceeded with Benbow to the Welt Indies; where, if they be not 
« 'Taimaſh'd they have good Fortune“. 


2 Hiſtoire Militaire, P. Daniel, Hiſt. de Louis XIV. and in general, 


all the French Hiſtorians, who are extreamly careful to preſerve di- 
ſtinct Accounts, even of ſuch Schemes as have proved abortive ; and 


in this, they are certainly right, becauſe it ſecures their Reputation 


with Poſterity, and ſhews, they did not fail from want of Skill or At- 


tention, but from want of Fortune. 
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Diſpoſitions for ſecuring our own Trade, and that of annoyi 
the Enemy, that the French faw with great Amazement, all ther: 
Schemes defeated ; which they had been enabled to form, by their 
having much earlier Intelligence than we, of the intended War ; 
and, their own Writers fairly admit, that yet even after the Arri- 


val of the Marquis de Cactlogon, they were conſtrained to act on- 
on the Defenſive ; and found all the grand Projects they had 
ed for attacking Jamaica, and the Leeward I land, intirely 
| fruſtrated. The Dutch Accounts, at the fame Time, from Cu- 
racao, ſaid plainly, that notwithſtanding all the Bluſtering of 
the French, Vice-Admiral Benbow, with a ſmall Engliſh Squa- 
dron, remained Maſter of thoſe Seas ; nor did he fail to make uſe 
of this Advantage, by taking many Prizes, and by giving all ima- 
; Countenance to the Trade carried on by the Englißb on the 
paniſh Coaſts : But, in a few Weeks Time, the Scene began to 
change; for the Vice-Admiral had firſt the News of M. Chateau- 
Renault's Arrival at Martinico, with a Squadron, much ſtronger 


than his own; and had ſoon after, Information that this Squadron 


had been joined by the Marquis de Coetlogan from the Havannah, 
which alarmed the Inhabitants of Barbadoes and Jamaica exceſ- 
fively, becauſe we had no Force capable of reſiſting this French 
Fleet, in caſe their Commanders were determined to act Offen- 
fively . —— 
es 4 this uncertain Situation, things continued to the end of 
April, 1702, when the Vice-Admiral* reſolved, notwithſtanding 
| there was great Want of Men on Board the Squadron to put to 
Sea, in order to cruize between Jamaica and Hiſpaniola ; and 
accordingly he failed on the 8th of May; but, before he was 
clear of the Iſland of Jamaica, he met with Rear-Admiral 
Ihetfione, with whom he returned to communicate to the Go- 
vernment ſome Orders received from England; having firſt ſent 
The Falmouth, Ruby, and Experiment, to cruize off of Petit 
Guavas. He had Advice, about the middle of May, that on 
the 17th of the preceding Month, there paſſed by Camanagotto, 
on Terra Firma, ſeventeen tall Ships, which ſteered towards the 
Weſt End of Cuba. Theſe Ships, he judged to be Part of M. 
 Chateau-Renault's Squadron, and that they were bound to the 
Havannah, to offer their Service for convoying Home the Flota ; 
but he had not Strength to follow them, without ſubjecting the 
Iſland to the Inſults of thoſe Ships which were at Leogane. Some 
| little Time after, the Maſter of a Spaniſh Sloop from Cuba, 
5 | Ea acquainted 


* Memoires Hiſtoriques, pour 1702, Complete Hiſtory of Europe, 
London-Gazettes, &c. hs 
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acquainted him, that M. Chateau- Renault was at the Havanah, 
with twenty-ſix Ships of War, waiting for the Flota from La 
Vera Cruz ; and this was confirmed by the Ships he had ſent 
out, which in their Tour in thoſe Parts had taken four Prizes ; 
one of them a Ship mounted with 24 Guns, but capable of car- 
rying 40. The Vice-Admiral being likewiſe informed by a Sloop 
from Petit Guavas, that four Ships with Proviſions, were bound 
from thence to the Havannah, he ſent three Frigatcs to intercept 
them, between Cape St. Nicholas, and Cape Mayze, the very 
Track leading thither ; but they had not the expected Succeſs, 
The ſame Day, he detached Rear-Admiral I hetſtone with two 
Third Rates, three Fourths, and a Fire-Ship, to intercept M. 
Du Caſſe, who, he had heard, was expected at Port Letvis, 
at the Weſt End of Hiſpaniola, a little within the Iſle of 45, 
with four Ships of War to ſettle the Aſſiento at Carthagena, 
and to deſtroy the Trade of the Engliſh and Dutch for Negroes, 
reſolving to fail himſelf, in five or fix Days, with the Remainder 
of the Squadron, in ſearch of thoſe French, in cafe the Rear- 
Admiral ſhould miſs them P. „ | 
I have given ſo full and particular an Account in the former 
Volume of what happened on the Admiral's ſailing to intercept 
Du Caſſe, that I ſhall confine myſelf here, to ſuch Circum- 
ſtances as are perſonal only. The Scheme formed by Admiral 
Benbow for the Deſtruction of the French Force in the st- 


Indies, and having a Chance for the Gallcons, ſhews him to 


have been a very able Commander, and effectually diſproves that 
idle Calumny of his being a mere Seaman. He ſaw, that the 
French Officers were exceſſively embarraſſed by the Wayward 
Conduct of the Spaniards, who would not take a ſingle Step out of 
their own Road, though for their own Service. He reſolved to take 
Advantage of this, and to attack the ſmalleſt of their Squa- 
drons, having before ſent Home ſuch an Account of the Num- 
ber and Value of the Spani/h Ships, and of the Strength of the 
French Squadrons that were to eſcort them, as might enable the 
Miniitry to take proper Meaſures for intercepting them, either in 
their Paſſage from the V eſt-Indies, or when it ſhould be known 
that they were arrived in the Spaniſo Seas. When he had done 
this, he failed from Jamaica on the 11th of July, with two 
Third Rates, fix Fourths, a Fire- Ship, Bomb, Tender, and 
Sloop, in hopes of meeting Rear-Admiral het ſtone; but miſ- 


ling 


P Burchet, Burnet, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 
1702, in the Appendix, Oidmixon, Life of Queen Anne, &c. 
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fing him, he failed not, however, firſt to give the utmoſt Di- 
Rurbance to the French Settlements in St. Domingo, and then 
failed in Search of Du Cafſe's Squadron, which he came up 
with and engaged, on Heane/day the 19th of Auguſt, and fought 
him bravely for five Days; which not only demonſtrates the 
Courage and Conduct of this gallant Seaman, but the Fidelity 
and Affection of his own Ship's Company; fince, it Et the Bs: 
he could, in ſuch Circumſtances, have maintained 
ment fo long, if his Officers and Seamen had not hog, co very 
affectionate. The French Accounts, indeed, repreſent the whole 
Affair to their own Advantage; but M. Du Cafſe, who was a 
brave Man, and withal the beſt Judge of 74. 4 has put 
the Thing out of Diſpute, by the follo , written 
by him immediately after his Arrival — ; the Ori- 


ginal of which is till, or was very lately, in the Hands of Ad- 
miral Benbow's Family a. 


SIR, 


1 HA D little Hepes on Monday laft, bat to have Supped in 
your Cabbin : But it pleaſed God to order it otherwiſe ; I am 

thankful for it. As for thoſe unn Captains who deſerted 

you, hang them up ; ers by———, they deſerve it. 


Yours, | 
Du CàAssk. 


Tux firſt Care the Admiral had after his Return to Jamaica, 
was, to provide for the Officers who diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
in the late Engagement ; and next, to bring thoſe to Juſtice, 
who had fo baſely betrayed their Truſt; and in this he was ſo 
earneſt, that perhaps he failed a little in Point of Form, fince, 
in order to their Trial, he granted a Commiſſion, which it has 
been queſtioned, whether he might legally do; but he certain- 
ly acted from two very excuſable Reaſons ; the firſt was, that 
he found himſelf in no Condition to prefide in a Court-Martial, 
having been ill of a Fever, which enſued upon cutting off his 
Leg from the Time of his coming a-Shore ; the other, that, in 
caſe he had been able to aſſiſt upon that Occaſion, he was de- | 
firous of declining it, from his having. ſo great a Perſonal In- 
| tereſt in the Affair. After the Court-Martial was over, the Ad- 

miral lived near a Month; for that Court fat on the 6th of October, 


and 


4 The Copy of this Letter I received from Mr, Calton, whoſe 
Authority I have fo often mentioned. 
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and the Admiral died on the 4th of November following. He 
was all that Time 2 ſenſible of his Danger, and never 
entertained any flattering Hopes of Recovering. Yet, during 
that long Illneſs, he ſupported his Character as an Englih Ad- 
miral, with the ſame Firmneſs he had ſhewn during the Engage- 
ment, giving all the neceſſary Orders for protecting the Trade, 

that could have been expected from him, if he had been in 
perfect Health; and in the Letters he wrote Home to his Lady, 
he diſcovered much greater Anxiety for the Intereſt of the Na- 
tion, than for his private Fortune, or the Concerns of his Fa- 
mily. The Queen had ſo juſt a Regard for the Memory of 
this gallant Man, that ſhe ſpoke of his Loſs with great Regret; 
and, as I have ſhewn in the former Volume, would not ſuffer 
herſelf to be teazed into an ill-timed Act of Mercy (though, like 
all her Family, moſt tender in her own Nature) towards thoſe, 
who, through their Cowardice, were ſprinkled with his Blood. 
His Siſter had, in his Life-time, preſented the Admiral's Picture 
to the Corporation of Shrewſbury, who cauſed it to be hung 
up in their Town-Hall ; where it ſtill remains, as a Teſtimony ' 
of the Regard his Countrymen had for this worthy Officer and 
. 't . 
Tu Vice-Admiral left behind him a numerous Poſterity of 
both Sexes; but his Sons dying, all of them without Iſſue, his 
two ſurviving Daughters became Coheireſſes; and of theſe, the 
Eldeſt married Paul Calton, Eſq; of Milton, near Abington, in 
the County of Berks, who is ſtill living. John Benbow, one 
of his Sons, claims ſome Notice to be taken of him in a Work 
of this Nature, independent of his Relation to his gallant Fa- 
ther. He was bred to the Sea, and went to the Ez/t- Indies in 
Quality of fourth Mate, on board The Degrave, Captain Wil- 
_ liam Young, Commander, which Ship paſſed through the Downs 
on February 19, 1701, when Admiral Benbow lay there with 
his Squadron, ready to proceed to the Veſt- Indies. The De- 
grave was a fine Ship, of 700 Ton, and carried fifty-two Guns; 
ſhe was bound for Fort St. George, in the Eoft- Indies, where 
ſhe ſafely arrived, and proceeded from thence to Bengall, where 
her Captain and firſt Mate died; by which Means, the Command 
| devolved on the Captain's Son, who was ſecond Mate, and 
Mr. Fobn Benbaw became ſecond Mate from Bengall. They 
ſailed for the Cape of God Hape; but, in going out of the 
River, the Ship ran a- ground, and ſtuck faſt ; the floated again 
the next high Tide, and put to Sea with little or no Damage, as 
ad 225 they 


r Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, 
Annals of Queen Anne, &c. . 
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they then imagined ; but they ſoon after, found her fo leaky, that 
they were forced to keep two Chain-Pumps continually going; 
in this Condition, they failed two Months, before they teached 
the Iſland of St. Morris, inhabited by the Dutch, who received 
them kindly, gave them all the Aſſiſtance in their Power: permit- 
ting them to ſet up a Tent on Shore, into which they brought 
moſt part of their Cargo, having unladen their Ship, in order to 
ſearch for the Leak, which however they could not find. After 
about a Month's Stay at the Ifland of St. Morris, and taking on 
board about fifty Laſcars, or Mooriſh Seamen, they ſailed direct- 
ly for the Cape of Grd Hape; they had then about 170 Hands 
on board, and, though the Laſcars could not do much in Point of 
Navigation, yet they were of great Uſe, as they eaſed the Eng- 
liſh Seamen of the Labour of Pumping. Yet, after all, it was 
fatal for them, that this raſa Reſolution was taken, of putting to 
Sea, before they had ſtopped, or even diſcovered the Leak ; for in 
a few Days time it gained ſo much upon them, that,notw ithſtand- 
ing they pumped Day and Night, it was as much as they could 
do, to keep the Veſſel above Water, though they were ſtill 600 
Leagues from their intended Port“. 9 5 
Tux Ship's Company, believing that common Danger put 
them all on an Equality, repreſented to Captain Young, that his 
Deſign of proceeding to the Cape, was become impraQticable ; 
and that, therefore, the wiſeſt Thing he could do, was to make 
the neareſt Land, which was that of Madagaſcar, to the South- 
ward of which, they had failed about an hundred Leagues. The 
Captain complied with their Advice, and endeavoured to run the 
Ship on Shore; but that was found impraQticable likewiſe ; ſo, 
when they were within a Quarter of a Mile of the Coaſt, they 
let go an Anchor firſt, and then cut down all her Maſts and Rig- 
ging, and threw their Guns and Goods over-board, in Hopes of 
making the Ship ſwim nearer ; but this being found alſo impoſſi- 
ble, and having already loſt their Long-boat and Pinnace, 
they reſolved to make a Raft, which they did in the Night; and 
the next Morning, Mr. Pratt, their Chief Mate, with four Men, 
vent in a little Boat to Shore, with a Rope, by which they pro- 
poſed to warp the Raft. This Boat was ſtaved to pieces, before 
it reached the Land; but the Men eſcaped, and ſecured the 


Rope, which brought the Raft on Shore, with the reſt of the 


_ Ship's Company, except the Captain, who remained hy 


$ Moſt of this Account is taken from the Travels of Robert Drury; 
which Book, ſo far as it relates to Mr. Benbow, is very exact, as I have 
been informed by this Gentleman's Relations, from whom alſo I had 
ſome other Circumſtances, which the Reader will find interſperſed. 
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board the Ship, and did not leave her, till he found ſhe began to 
break to pieces, and then he threw himſelf into the Sea, 
ſwam a-ſhore. They were quickly made Priſoners by the 
of that Part of the Iſland, who carried them fifty Miles up into 
the Country, where they found one Captain Drummond, and one 


Captain Stewart, with a few of their Ship's Crew, in the ſame 


Situation with themſelves 3 and who ſoon let them into a perfect 
Knowledge of their Condition, by aſſuring them, that the King 

intended to make them ſerve him in his Wars, and never permit 
them to return to Europe ; which ſtruck them, as may be ima- 
gined, with the utmoſt Conſternation*, | 


In this Diſtreſs, the Captains Drummond, Stewart, and Tung, N 
Is 


held a Conſultation, in Conjunction with Mr. Pratt and 
Benbow, in which, Captain Drummond propoſed it, as the only 
Expedient, by which they could only recover their Liberty, to 


ſeize the black King, and march off with him Priſoner into ſome 


other Province of the Iſland, where Ships frequently came. Mr. 
Benbotu warmly eſpous d this Propoſal, and aſſiſted with 
Courage in the Execution of it, which was performed with more 


Eaſe than was expected; and the King, his Son, and his Queen, 


were made Priſoners; but the Queen was releaſed by Captain 
Dung, out of mere Pity. It is not very eaſy to conceive a bolder 
Enterprize than this, where between fifty and ſixty white People, 
and not above half of theſe armed, carried off a black Prince, out 


of 


r This Captain Drummond is the ſame I have mentioned, vol. iii. 
p. 177, as Commander of The Riſing Sun, a Ship belonging to the 
Scotch Eaſt-India Company; he came to trade at Madagaſcar, and 
while his Ship lay at Anchior, ſhe was ſurprized by a Pirate, who ſuf- 


fered the Captain, with his Friend Captain Stewart, and a few Hands, 
to go aſhore in the Long-boat, in the Territories of the ſame Prince 


who made Mr. Benbow Priſoner. It was for the ſuppoſed Murder of 
this Captain Drummond, that one Captain Green, a very honeſt Eng- 
liſh Gentleman, his Mate Mr. Mather, and ſeveral other Perſons were 
executed in Scotiand, on the Teſtimony of a Black ; and more had 
been executed, but for the Care of the late Worthy Duke of Argyle, 


who interpoſed, out of pure Generoſity, and procured their Pardons. 


I remember, while a Boy, to have ſeen this Captain Green's Original 
Journal in the Cuſtody of a Merchant in Edinburgh, who did him all 
the Service in his Power, at the Hazard of his own Life ; from which 


Journal, it appeared, That they only met with Captain Drummond 


at Sea, as they were Homeward bound, on board whoſe Ship Cap- 
tain Green dined, and received from him a Preſent of a Bible, which 
was made uſe of to corroborate the Black's Evidence; who, from 2 


wicked Spirit of Revenge, perjured himſelf that he might murder his 
Maſter. 
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of the midſt of his Capital, and in the Sight of ſome hundreds, 
nay, ſome thouſands, of his Subjects, better armed than themſelves ; 
who were, notwithſtanding, reſtrained from firing upon them by 
Captain Young's threatning to kill their King if they did. Aſter- 
| wards, however, they miſt the Thing ſtrangely ; for, 
upon a Propoſal made by the Negroes to give them fix Guns 
for their King, it was agreed to give him up, upon a Sup- 
_ poſition that the Blacks would then follow them no further; and 
this notwithſtanding, Mr. Benbow warmly oppoſed it, and ſhew- 
ed them the miſchievous Conſequences with which ſo wild a 
Meaſure muſt be attended. The King being given up, the Blacks 
ſtill continued to follow them, though at a Diſtance; at laſt it 
was agreed to give up the Prince tov, upon a Suppolition, that 
this would put an End to the Purſuit; taking, however, three 
People who, the Blacks told them, were the principal Men in 
their Country, by way of Hoſtages, two of whom, ſoon made 
their Eſcape ; and then the Blacks not only purſued them, but 
began to fire upon them, which hitherto they had not done. 
The Weakneſs of their own Conduct, and the Wiſdom of Mr. 
| Benbow's Advice, was now r — 1 body * yr as it now 
appeared clearly, that they had nothing for it but ing, 
— to diſpoſe their little Army in order of Battle. ine. 
armed Men were divided into four Bodies, commanded by three 
Captains and Mr. Benbstw ; but, after an Engagement that laſted 
from Noon till fix in the Evening, it was agreed to treat. The 
Negroes demanded their Arms, and then promiſed to let them 
go; and at the Perſuaſion of Captain Young, this wild Propoſition 
was accepted, though vigorouſly oppoſed by Mr. Benbow ; but 
when it came to be put in execution, the Captains Drummond 
and Stewart, with four or five of their Crew, refuſed to deliver 
their Arms, and marched off unperceived in the Night, accom- 
panied by Mr. Benbow, and got ſafe to Port Dauphine, while 
the reſt were cruelly murdered, except one Robert Drury, a Boy 
fifteen or ſixteen Years old, whom they preſerved and made a 
Slave of. As for Mr. Benbow, after remaining ſeveral Years a- 
The Reader may, perhaps, be deſirous of knowing what became 
of this Captain Drummond, of which, nothing more can be faid, than 
what is found in the Travels of Drury, who remained ſo many Years 
upon the Iſland, He informs us, that he ſaw Captain Drummond | 
once, ſeveral Years after they parted ; and that he was then at Li- 
berty, and lived as happily as is poſſible for a Man of his Education 
in ſuch a Country: and he further adds, that the Year he came away, 
which was in 1716, he was informed that Captain Drummond had 
been killed by a Negro ; but without any particular Circumſtances. 
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mongſt the Negroes, where he lived after their Manner, and 
went naked, he eſcaped on board a Dutch Ship, the Captain «f 
which had been well acquainted with his Father, and, for hie 
Sake, treated him with great Kindneſs and Reſpect”. 

Tuis Mr. Fohn Benb:w, lived many Ycars after here in 
England, and compoſed a Work, entitled, A Complete Deſcrip- 
tion of the South Part of the Iſland of Madagaſcar ; which was 
a very curious and accurate Performance, and, therefore, often 
borrowed by his Acquaintance ; with ſome of whom it ſtill re- 
mains; nor have the Family, after the ſtricteſt Search, been able 
to retrieve it. It would be certainly a kind Preſent to the Learn- 
ed World, and at the ſame Time an Act of great Juſtice to the 
Memory of Mr. Benbow, if any Gentleman, in whoſe Hands it 
now is, would publiſh it; becauſe, it contains many Things of a 
Commercial, as well as Hiſtorical and Philoſophical Nature. I 
do not know whether, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſo long an Account of 
Mr. Benbow's Misfortunes be reconcileable to a Work of this 
Nature; but as the Recital of them cannot but be entertaining to 
the Reader; and as ſo many remarkable Facts might have been 
buried in Oblivion, if I had not taken this Occaſion to preſerve 
them, I hope, I ſhall at leaſt ſtand excuſed, if not juſtified, for 
the Liberty I have taken ; and in this hope, I return to the 'Thread 
— my Hiſtory, and to the Memoirs which occur next in order 


Me Molins 
»I had this Particular of Mr. Benbow's Eſcape in a Dutch Siiip 
from ſeveral Perſons of Mr. Benbow's Acquaintance, wt o had receive 
it from his own Mouth; for his Eſcape was ſo wonderful, and at- 
tended with ſuch ſurprizing Circumſtances, that many People had the 
Curiofity to viſit Mr. Benbow, in order to hear it from himſelf, in 
which he very readily gratified them, though otherwiſe a Man of 
much Taciturnity. 5 

* As I have made great Uſe of Drury's Travels, I think it neceſſary 
to inſert the following Certificate, by Captain William Miacketr, 
whoſe Reputation was ſo well eſtabliſhed, both for Underſtanding and 
Probity, chat nobody judged it poſſible for him to be either deceived 
himſelf, in a Caſe of this Nature, or capable of entering into a Din 
of deceiving or amaling others; and therefore, his Certificate ſecuis 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh this Author's Credit. It runs thus. 
This is to Certify, That Robert Drury, fifteen Years a Slave in 
„% Madagaſcar, now living in London, was redeemed from thence, 
* and brought into England, his Native Country, by My ſelf. I es- 
t teem him an honeſt induſtrious Man, of good Reputation, and do 
&* firmly believe, that the Account he gives of his ſtrange and ſarpriz - 
« ing Adventures, is genuine and authentic. 

« May 7, 1728. W. Menzer.“ 
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 M:moirs of Sr RALPH DE TL. AV AL, XII. 
ice gamirad ef the Red, and Feint-iiamiral and Cem- 
mon it Chief fte Fleet. 


T is a Nisfortune, which we mult be centent to deplore, 

1 without Hopes v4 Redreſs, ſince it is a Misfortune flowing 
from Liberty, that in all fice Countries, the greateſt Men are 
liable to be ſacriſiccd to Clamour ; and Innocence is no Security 
againſt the Shafts of Envy, or perſona] Reſentment. This was 
the Cafe of the Gentleman of whom we are now to ſpeak ; and 
who, in the ſhort Space of a ſingle Summer, was in the higheſt 
_ Credit, and actually laid aſide; fo fluctuating a Thing is human 
Happineſs ; ſo fickle a Pofleſſion is Popularity, and fo little to be 
depended on a Prince's Favour ! Theſe are the Reflections that 
will naturally ariſe on the Reading the Memoirs of our Admiral 
and they are premiſed only, to thew, that I think as the Reader 
does, and do not believe my ſelf obliged to follow the Humours of 
_ thoſe who have treated his Memory, with the ſame Prejudice 
with which they purſucd him hving?*. | ED 
Six Ralph Delaval was the Son of a worthy Gentleman in the 
North of England, of the ſame Name, diſtinguiſhed for his Loy- 
alty to King Charles I. and King Charles II. and to whoſe Houſe 
General Leſſey had Leave given him by Cromwell to retire, after 
the fatal Battle of /Yorce/ter. Mr. Ralph Delaval came very 
carly into the Navy, under the Protection of the Duke of York, 
who treated him with great Kindneſs, and took Care he ſhould 
not loſe his Turn in Preferment. By this Means it was, that he 
came to be Captain of The York, a third Rate Man of War, in 
which Station the Revolution found him. He concurred heartily 
in that great Change, though he had no Hand in making it ; 
and, therefore, King William, who was a Prince of great Pene- 
tration, ſoon promoted him tc the Rank of Rear-Admiral of the 
Blue; and at the ſame Time conferred upon him the Honour of 
K nighthood ; in this Station, he ſerved under the Earl of Tor- 
rington, in the famous Battle of Beachy-Hcad, in which, the 
Engliſh and Dutch Fleets were beat by the French, on the zoth 
of June, 1690; but without any Impeachment of his own Cha- 
racter, either in Point of Courage or Conduct, as appears plain- 
ly, by his being appointed Preſident of the Court-Martial, which 
tried the Earl, and which ſat on board The Kent, on the 1oth 
of 


Zurnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 
1707. | 
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of December, in the ſame Year; and in which, he was unani- 
mouſly acquitted ; and, if I miſtake not, the Share he had in that 
Affair, ſubjected him to the Hatred of a certain Set of Men ever 
after; but that he was in Reality no Way to blame, will appear 
by his being immediately after declared Vice-Admiral of the Blue, 
by King William, in which Station, he ſerved, the next Year, 
under Admiral Rufſel ; and, in the Winter of the ſame Year, 
was appointed to command a Squadron in the Sæundings; where, 
if he did little, it was owing to the bad Seaſon of the Year, and 
contrary Winds, by which, he was four Times beat back into 
Torbay ; however, he punctually executed his Orders, and there- 


by hindered the French from relieving Limerick, which much fa- 


cilitated the Reduction of the Kingdom of [reland b. 
In 1692, when it was known the French were fitting out by 
far the greateſt Fleet they ever had at Sea, he was appointed to 
ſerve under Admiral Ruſſel; and was alſo appointed Vice-Admiral 
of the Red, and was entruſted with a large Squadron of Zng ib 
and Dutch Ships, to cruize for a homeward-bound Fleet from the 
Mediterranean, and then to join the main Flcet ; which he per- 
formed with great Conduct and Succeſs ; and having firſt ſeen 
ſeventy of our Merchant-men ſafe into Port, he, according to his 
Inſtructions, joined Admiral Ru ſſel on the 13th of May, at St. 
Helens; which was then juſtly conſidered as a very fignal Service; 
for if he had been twenty-four Hours later, it might have been of 
the greateſt Prejudice to the Service. On the 15th of the ſame 
Month, a Council of War was called, of all the Flag-Officers on 
board the Fleet; wherein, it was reſolved, in Obedience to the 
Commands of Queen Mary, who was then Regent, to ſail the 
firſt fair Weather to the Coaſt of France. in this Council of 
War, the Admiral took Notice of an Intimation given him by 
the Secretary of State, that Reports were ſpread, as if ſeveral 
Captains of the Fleet had given Aſſurances to King Fames's 
Friends on Shore, of their Readineſs to join them, and of their 
Confidence that they ſhould be able to carry over a great Part of 
the Fleet. As nobody knew againſt whom this Information was 
particularly pointed, it was thought neceſſary, that the Queen 
might be thoroughly fatisficd of their Loyalty and Integrity, to 
draw up the following Paper; which was done upon the Spot ©. 

„Wx, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects and 
e Scrvants, Flag-Officcrs and Captains, in your Majeſty's Fleet, 
nz «© out 


b Burchet's Memoirs, Lediard, Life of King William. 
© Burchet, Burnet, Complete Hiſtory of England by Biſhop Ken- 
net; but the Addrefſ: itſelf is taken from the London Gazette, No. 
2767, | 
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out of a deep and grateful Senſe of your Maj jeſty s good and 
« juſt Opinion of our Loyalty and Fidelity, ns to us by 
the Right Honourable Admiral Ruſſel, in a Letter to him, 
4 from the Earl of Nottingbam, Principal Secretary of State, do, 
in Behalf of our ſclves, and all the other Officers and Seamen, 
* humbly preſume to addreſs our ſelves to your Majeſty, at this 
functure, to undeceive the World, as to thoſe falſe and ma- 
* liciocus Reports which have been Jately ſpread in Prejudice of 
your Majeſty's Service, by People diſaffected to the Govern- 
ment, and who have an Averſion to the Quiet and Good of 
their Country; that there are ſome among us, who are not 
truly zealous for, and entirely devoted to the preſent happy 
« Eſtabliſhment. Ve do, therefore, moſt humbly Leave, 
© tv add to our repeated Oaths, this Aſſurance of our Fidelity : 
«© That we will, with all imaginable Alacrity, and Reſolution, 
c venture our ſclves in the Defence of the Government, and of 
the Religion and Liberty of our Country, againſt all Popiſh 
Invaders whatfocver. And, That God Almighty may pre- 
« ſerve your Majeſty's mcft Sacred Perſon, direct your Councils, 
and profper your Arms by Sea and Land, againſt your Ene- 
mies; may all People ſay, Amen, with your Majeſty's moſt 
dutiful and loyal Subjects. Dated on Board The Britannia, at 
St. Helens, — 15th of May, 1692. This Addreſs was Signed 
by Sir John Aſpby, Admiral of the Blue; Sir Ralph Delaval, 
Vice-Admiral of the Red; George Rooke, Eſq; Vice-Admiral of 
the Blue; Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, ö of the Red; and 
Richard Carter. Efq; Roe Ada of the Blue; and all the 
Captains of the Fleet 4. 

On the 18th of May, Admiral Ruſſel ſtood over to the French 
Coaſt; and on the 19th, engaged the Enemy. in the glorious 
Battle of La Hogue, in which, Sir Ralph Delaval, as Vice- 
Admiral of the Red, did his Duty, with great Reputation ; and 
purſuant to the Admiral's Order, formed the Rear of the Fleet, 
in ſuch a Manner, that though ſeveral French Ships that had 
clcaped beſt, hovered round, and attempted to do Miſchief, they 
were obliged to ſeek their Safety, as the reſt of the Fleet had done, 

by a plain Flight ©: and mw, did remarkable Service in 


deſtroying. 


(c 


— 


d It wanks have been of 3 Uſe, if the Names of theſe Captains 
had been printed, of which I take Notice, in order, as far as is in 
my Power, to prevent future Omiſſions of the like Kind, which defeat 

us of Lights in Hiſtory ; which are often of more Conſequence, than 
perhaps the Writer of a Gazette can imagine. 

* dce the Admiral's Letter to the Earl of Nottingham, and all tlie 

Relations 
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deſtroying ſome of the Enemy's largeſt Ships; of which, I think 
I cannot give a better Account than in his own Words; in which 
the Affair is as well deſcribed, as it was bravely performed 
Six Ralph Delaval's Letter to the Earl of — trom 
on Board The Royal Sovereign, near (Cherbourg, May 22. 
< I believe it my Duty to acquaint you, that on the one and 
* twentieth Inſtant, Admiral Ruſſel having made the Signal tor 
c the Fleet to cut their Cables; I obſerved the French to be 
forced from the Race of Alderney (where they anchored) to 
„the Eaſtward; and finding, that ſome of them endeavoured 
« for the Bay of Cherbourg, I ſtood in for that Place, where I 
found three three-decked Ships of the Enemy's, but ſo cloſe to 
the Shore, and within ſome Rocks, that it was not ſafe for me 
<« to attempt them, till I had informed myſelf of the Road; 
& they being hawled into the Shoal-Water, I immediately took 
“ my Boats, and founded within Gun-ſhot of them; which 
& they endeavoured to prevent by firing at us. And, that no 
< Time might be loſt, I went immediately on Board The St. 
© Albans, where, for the Encouragement of the Seamen, I hoiſt- 
ed my Flag; and, having ordered The Ruby, with two Fire- 
« Ships to attend me, I ſtood in with them, leaving the great 
Ships without, as drawing too much Water. But coming 
„ very near, they galled us ſo extremely, and finding the Fire- 
* Ships could not get in, I judged it belt to retreat without Shot, 
© and there anchored : And immediately called all the Captains, 
+ where it was reſolved to attempt them in the Morning, with 
c all the Third and Fourth Rates, and Fire-ſhips. But, after 
„e having drawn them into four Fathom and a Half of Water, 1 
„found we could not do our Buſineſs, the Water being ſhoie ; 
% upon which J ordered three Fire-Ships to prepare themſclves, 
<< to attempt the Burning them, going myſelt with all the Bar- 
ges and Tenders to take them up, if, by the Enemy's Shot 
„ they ſhould miſcarry. Indeed, I may ſay, and I hope with- 
* out Vanity, the Service was warm; yet, God be praiſed, fo 
effectually performed, that, notwithſtanding all their Shot, 
both from their Ships and Forts, two of our Fire-ohips had 
good Succeſs, by burning them; the other, by an uniortunate 
„ Shot, ſet on fire, being juſt going on Board the Enemy; in- 
| : „ N e deed, 


* 


Relations hitherto publiſhed of that Engagement, in which this Fact 
of prelerving the Rear of our Fleet, is allowed to have ſecured and 
eſtabliſhed the Victory, and to have contributed moſt of any Thing to 
the Defeat of the French. 

f Burchet, Kennet's Complete Hiſtory, Life of King William, 
Hiſtorical Memoirs of Europe. 
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“ deed, ſo brave was the Attempt, that I think they can hardly 
© be ſufficiently rewarded ; and I doubt not, but their Majeſties 
will do them right. 


„TRE third French Ship being run a-ſhore, and obſerving 


44 the People on Board to go on Shore by Boats-full, I ordered 


The St. Albans, and Reſerve, and others, to fire upon her, 


8 judging it might cauſe them to quit her; and after having bat- 


cc 


tered her for ſome Time, I obſerved ſhe made no Reſiſtance; 
J took all the Boats armed, and went aboard her; I found A- 
bundance of Men on board, and ſeveral wounded ; but no 


cc 


„Officers; and having cauſed all the People, as well thoſe who 


cc 


were wounded, as others, to be taken out, I ſet her on fire; 
ce 


and, had I not had timely Notice by my Scouts, that 30 Ships 
were ſtanding with us, had ſent all the French on Shore, who 
are now very troubleſome to me. The Ships we ſaw, proved 

to be Sir Jahn Afbby, and the Dutch, coming from the Weſt-_ 
* ward: We are proceeding together to the Eaſtward to La 
„Hague, where I am informed, three or four of the Enemy's 

Ships are; and, if ſo, I hope God will give us good Succeſs : 
I expect to find the Admiral To-morrow, where, I hope to 
hear he has deſtroyed ſome of the Enemy's Ships, having left 


cc 
cc 


_ <© him in Chace of them laſt Night, ſtanding to the Eaſtward, 
“and pretty near them, as I judged. My Lord, I hope you 


will excuſe me, if I preſume to pray you will uſe your Intereſt 


* with the Queen, that a Reward may be given to the three 
Captains of the Fire-Ships, and ſeveral of the others, for great- 


cc 


* er Zeal, and greater Bravery, I never ſaw : I pray your Ex- 
cuſe for being thus tedious and particular. Pray God preſerve 


ce their Majeſties, and that their Arms may be ever crowned 


„ with Succeſs by Sea and Land, ſhall be the Prayers and Endea- 


© yours of, &c. 


P. S. Captain Heath burnt Towrville's Ship, The Royal 
« Sun, which was the moſt difficult; Captain Greenway burnt 


the other, called The Conguerant; The Admirable was burnt 
e by our Boats; Captain Foulis attempted The Royal Sun, but 


% the others ?. 3 
Ir was natural to expect, after ſo gallant an Action as this, 
that every Officer, who had a ſignal Concern therein, ſhould be 


vas ſet on fire by the Enemy's Shot; yet, he deſerves as well 


_ encouraged and promoted; but, it fell out in ſome Meaſure quite 


otherwiſe, from that Cauſe which is gencrally fatal to the Merits 
of Engliſh Officers, the Power of Party-Intereſt. A Spirit had 


deen raiſed againſt Admiral Ruſſel, who commanded in Chief; 


$ London-Gazettes, &c. 
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and King Lilliam, for Reaſons that will be given in another 
Place, found himſelf under a Neceſſity of laying that great Man 


aſide, which alſo obliged him to put the Command of the Flect 


into Commiſſion. Accordingly, Henry Killegrew, Eſq; Sir Kalph 
Delaval, and Sir Cloudeſſey Shovel, Knts. were appointed Joint- 
Admirals of the Flect ; which was reputed one of the greateſt the 
Maritime Powers had ever ſent to Sea. In the Month of May, 


the Admirals formed their Line of Battle at St. Helens, which con- 
ſiſted of 70 Ships of the Line, 13 Frigates, 19 Fire-ſhips, be- 


ſides Brigantines, Bomb-Veſiels, and Hoſpital Ships. Biſhop 
Burnet, and ſome other Writers, would have us believe, that 
the Inactivity of this mighty Naval Armament, was owing to the 
| Inclination that two of the Admirals, K:il{egrew and Delaval had, 


for the Service of King James; but the Truth of the Matter was, 


that the Fleet was not cither victualled or manned ; the Men be- 


ing put to ſhort Allowance at their firſt going to Sea, and five Re- 
giments of Foot ordered on Board from Portſmouth, to make up 
an Appearance of Manning. Beſides all this, the Miniſtry were 
abſolutely deceived in their Intelligence; in Conſequence of 
which, they ſent uſeleſs, inconſiſtent, and contrary Orders. 
For, firſt the Admirals were enjoined to attack the French Fleet 


at Breſt ; where it was believed the Toulon Squadron was already 


come, and Diſpoſitions were accordingly made for that Service; 


but, upon ſending The Warſpight to look into Breſt, it was found 
there was not a Ship there. Before the Return of this Frigate, 
the grand Fleet had convoyed Sir George Rovke, with the great 


Turkey Fleet under his Care, twenty Leagues farther than it was 


firſt intended ; and yet, they had ſcarceparted with them, before 
they had an Account, that the Tonlan Squadron was actually in 
the Mediterranean. It wis then propoſed in a Council of War, 
to follow Sir George to Liſlon; but this Deſign was laid aſide for 


two Reaſons ; firſt, becauſe, the Court having already fent Or- 


der to Sir George to return, it was very uncertain, whether they 


ſhould be able to mect with him; and ſecondly, becauſe, upon a 


Review of their Proviſions, and upon an equal Repartition of 


them, it was found, they were not ſufficient for ſuch an Expedi- 


tion, even at ſhort Allowance b. 


N 4 THE 


This is among the Number of thoſe Tranſactions, which never 


are to be underſtood from General Hiſtories ; aud which are with 
very great Difficulty unravelled in a Houſe of Commons. He, who 
obeys Orders, does his Duty certainly, though he ſhould do his 
Country Injury by his Obedience, becauſe a general Example of 
Diſobedience is of much worſe Conſequence than any particular wrong 


Step 


[ 
' 
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Tar Admirals having communicated all this to the Court, Or- 
ders were ſent them on the 25th of Auguſt, to return to St. He- 
lens; which they did, and having landed the Regiments they had 
on Board, the Fleet ſeparated, Part of the great Ships were laid 
up, and the Remainder were appointed for a Winter Guard; and 
thus the Operations of the Campaign ended. The Misfortune 
tllat befel Sir George Roakey and the Turkey Fleet under his Con- 
voy, naturally occaſioned a great Clamour ; and upon this, ſtrict 


Enquiry was made into the Affair, firſt, by the Privy-Council, 


and then by Parliament; where, on the 17th of November, 
th: Houſe of Commons came to a Refolution, that in the Affair 


ol convoying Sir George Rozke to Sea, there had been a notorious 


ard treacherous Management; and yet, when the Queſtion was 
put for cenſuring the Admirals who commanded in Chief, it met 
with a N N We muſt, therefore, in Order to reconcile 
theſe two Votes, ſuppoſe the Opinion of the Houſe of Commons 


to have been, that this notorious and treacherous Miſmanagement 


was not in them: And, indeed, Biſhop Burnet, though he con- 
demns the Admirals, has left us ſuch an Account of their Juſtifi- 
cation, as ſeems to confirm this Suppoſition; for he ſays, that the 
Orders ſent them from the Cabinet Council, were al given, and 
worſe executed. Now, it may be queſtioned, how bad Orders 
can be well executed? But the Biſhop goes farther, he tells 


us, that theſe Orders were weakly drawn, ambiguous and defec- 
tive; to which he adds, that the Admirals ſhewed no other Sign 
- of Zeal, than in ſtrictly obeying theſe Orders. I ſhould be glad 


to know, what other Zeal they could ſhew, when under ſuch In- 
ſtructions, and with a Fleet in ſuch a Condition. The Buſineſs, 
however, ended in laying Mr. Killegrew and Sir Ralph Delaval 
aſide; and to ſpeak my Sentiments freely, I believe this to be as 
much the Effect of Party Spirit, as the laying aſide Admiral Ruſ- 
ſel, the Year before. As for Sir Cloudefley Shovel, he happened to 
be in Favour with the Party that diſliked the other two Admirals, 
and ſo he eſcaped, though he had concurred with them in every 
Thing. I do not ſay this, with any Deſign of reflecting on the 
Memory of that brave Man, who, I am perſuaded, was not at 
all culpable ; but only to ſhew the Effects of Party Intrigues, by 


which 


Step with Regard to the Conduct of an Expedition; and beſides, if 
you take away this general Rule of Obedience, it is impoſſible for 
Men to know how to conduct ' themſelves from the higheſt to the 
loweſt Station; add to all which, that where Men receive doubtful, 
perplexed, and confuſed Orders, they ought in regard to their own 


Safety, to adhere cloſely to the Letter, and leave ſuch as drew the 
Orders, to anſwer for them, | 
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which, all Things were then governed: I wiſh I could ſay, that 
nothing like it has ever happened ſince l. 

StR Ralph Delaval lived thenceforward privately, as a Coun- 
try Gentleman, upon his own Eftate, which was very conſidera- 
dle, and troubled not himſelf with public Affairs. He died in the 
Beginning of the Month of January, 1707, and on the 23d of 
the ſame Month, was buried with great Solemnity in ſimin- 
fer- Abbey. The Violence of Party-Prejudice being then abated, 
he went to the Grave with the Reputation of a great and gallant 
Officer, and of a generous, hoſpitable Man ; which, according 
to the beſt Accounts 1 have been able to get, he certainly deſerv- 
ed; though he was ſo unfortunate, as to paſs nine Years of his 
Life in an obſcure Retirement, and that to, in a Seaſon when his 
Service might have been moſt uſcful to his Country *. 


D - —_— H—_— 
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TT is certainly a juſt Obſervation, that Virtue alone creates No- 
bility. He, who enjoys a Title by Birth, derives it from the 
Virtue of his Anceſtors; and he who raiſes himſelf into high 
Rank, ſupplies the Want of Anceſtors by Perfonal Merit. Un- 
der all free Governments, the latter ought to be encouraged, as 
well as the former reſpected; for, as every ſuch Government 
muſt flouriſh, or decline, according to that Portion of Public Spi- 
rit, which is found among its Subjects; ſo the only Means by 
which this Spirit can be either excited or maintained, is the pro- 
per Diſtribution of Rewards, and the ftrict Puniſhment of Cri- 
minals. Where Virtue is neglected, and Vice unpuniſhed, Cor- 
ruption is at the Height, and the Diſſolution of that State near at 
—_— 55 „ 
! In ſuch Caſes, the faireſt Way is to take the Judgment of the 
Sailors. If a Man has been unfortunate, yet retains the Love of 
ſuch as he commanded; there ſeems to be no Reaſon for laying him 
aſide, becauſe ſuch an Officer, when employed again, will be more 
vigilant, than any other, in Order to retrieve his Credit; and the 
French have, generally ſpeaking, purſued this Maxim, with equal 
Honour and Advantage. It is always right to puniſh bad Conduct in 
an Officer, even where he has Succeſs ; but to puniſh a good Officer 
for Want of Succeſs, is barbarous and baſe. | 


* Life of Queen Anne, Complete Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 
1707, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, &c. —— 
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We were not in any ſuch Situation, at the Time this brave 
Man was born, which was about the Year 1650. His Parents 
were but in midling Circumſtances ; and as they had ſome Expec- 


' tations from a Relation whoſe Name was Cloudeſiey, they thought 
fit to beſtow that Name upon their Son, as a probable Means of 


recommending him to this Relation's Notice. But, whether they 


were diſappointed in their Views, or, from what other Accident 
it aroſe, I am not able to ſay; but ſo it was, that the youn 
 Cloudeſley Shovel was put out Apprentice to a mean Trade, I 


think to that of a Shoe-maker, to which he applied himſelf for 
ſome Years; but being of an aſpiring Diſpoſition, and finding no 
Appearance of raiſing his Fortune in that Way, he betook him- 


ſelf to the Sea, under the Protection of Sir Chriftopher Mynns ; 
with whom, I ſpeak it to his Honour, he went as a Cabbin-Boy ; 


but applying himſelf very affiduouſly to Navigation, and having 


naturally a Genius for the Art, he ſoon became an able Seaman; 


and as thoſe were ſtirring Times, in which Merit always thrives, 


he quickly arrived at Preferment. This, he in ſome Meaſure, 
owed to the Favour of the famous Sir John Narborough, a Man 


who having raiſed himſelf to the higheft Honours of his Profeſſion, 


by mere dint of Capacity, was a generous Patron of all who dif- 
covered any extraordinary Degree of Worth, which was what re- 


commended Mr. Shovel to his Notice *. | 
AFTER the Cloſe of the ſecond Dutch War, our Merchants, 
in the Mediterranean, found themſelves very much diſtreſſed by 


the pyratical State of Tripel:; which, notwithſtanding ſeveral 
Treaties of Peace that had been concluded with them, began to 
commit freſh Depredations as ſoon as the Dutch War broke out. 


As ſoon, therefore, as the King found, himſelf at Leiſure, he or- 


dered a ſtrong Squadron into thoſe Parts, to depreſs the Inſolence 


of theſe Corſairs, under the Command of Sir * Narborough, 


who arrived before Tripoli in the Spring of the Year 1674, where 
he found all Things in very good Order for his Reception. The 


trength, joined to the Nature of his 
Inſtructions, which directed him to try Negociation, rather than 


Force, determined him to ſend a Perſon in whom he could con- 
| fide, to the Dey of Tripoli, to propoſe Terms of Accommodati- 


on, and thoſe too, very moderate in their Nature; for he deſired 
only Satisfaction for what was paſt, and Security for the Time to 


come. The Admiral entruſted Mr. Shove! with this Meſſage, 


who accordingly went on Shore, and delivered it with great Spi- 
rit. But the Dey, deſpiſing his Youth, treated him with much 
Diſreſpect, and ſent him back with an indefinite _— Mr. 

del. 


* Complete Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1707, &c. 
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lowed by further Services, as they were by additional Rewards; 
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Shovel, on his Return to the Admiral, acquainted him with ſome 


Remarks he had made on Shore: Sir John ſent him back again 


with another Meſſage, and with proper Rules for conducting his 
Enquiries and Obſervations. The Dey's Behaviour was worſe the 


| ſecond Time; but Mr. Shovel bore it with Patience, and made 


Uſe of it as an Excuſe for ſtaying ſome Time longer on Shore. 
When he returned, he aſſured the Admiral, that it was very prac- 


ticable to burn the Ships in the Harbour, notwithſtanding their 
Lines and Forts; accordingly, in the Night of the 4th of March, 


Lieutenant Shovel, with all the Boats in the Fleet, filled with 
combuſtible Matter, went boldly into the Harbour, and as I 


have already related in another Place, deſtroyed the Enemy's 
Ships, with a Degree of Succeſs ſcarce to be conceived ; of 


which, Sir Jahn Narborough, gave ſo honourable an Account, 


in all his Letters, that the next Year Mr. Shove! had the Com- 
mand given him of The Saphire, a fifth Rate, from whence, he 


was not long after removed into The Fames Galley, a fourth Rate, 


in which he continued to the Death of King Charles IT. who firſt 


raiſed, and had always a great Kindneſs for him ». 5 


THERE were Reaſons which engaged King James to employ 
Captain Shovel, though he was a Man far enough from being in 
his Favour; accordingly he was preferred to the Command of The 
Dover, a ſourth Rate Ship, in which Situation he was, when the 
Revolution took Place. This was very fortunate for Captain 8 %- 
vel, as well as very agreeable to his Way of thinking; which, to- 


gether with his Activity in the Service (for he was in every En- 
gagement almoſt that happened, during that Reign) made him 
very conſpicuous, and made his Riſe in the Navy as quick as he 
could wiſh. He was in the firſt Battle, I mean that of Bantry- 
Bay, in The Edgar, a third Rate, and gave ſuch ſignal Marks of 
his Courage and Conduct, that when King Milliam came down 


to Port ſmouth, he was pleaſed, on the Recommendation of Ad- 


miral Herbert, who, for that Action was raiſed to the Dignity of 
Earl of Torrington, to confer upon him, and Captain A/bby, of 
The Defiance, the Honour of Knighthood. This was ſoon fol- 


for 


» Complete Hiſtory of England by Biſhop Kennet, Vol. iii. Bur- 
chet's Memoirs, Columna Roſtrata, and Sir John Narborough's J. et- 


ter to Sir Paul Rycaut; this hardy Enterprize was not only highly 


honourable to the Reputation of the Engliſh Arms at Sea, but of. inf- 
nite Conſequence to our Commerce; which remained irom tuis Time 
forward ſafe from the Inſults of theſe barbarous and thieviſh Enemies, 
who were now convinced, that Forts and Lines were no Securities a- 


gainſt the Courage of Engliſh Seamen. 


Queſtion, in Matters of this 
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for Sir Cloudefley, after cruizing in the Soundings, and on the 
Coaſt of Ireland, during the Winter of the Year 1690, and the 
enſuing Spring, was, in the Month of June, employed in con- 
voying King illiam, and his Army, into Ireland; who was ſo 
highly ſatisfied with his Diligence and Dexterity (for without 
— he was one of the ableſt 
Commanders ever put to Sea) that he was graciouſly pleaſed, not 


only to appoint him Rear-Admiral of The Blue, but did him alſo 


the Honour, with his own Hands to deliver him his Commiſſion <. 

AFTER performing this Service, it was intended he ſhould have 
Joined the grand Fleet; but on the 10th of Fuly, King William 
receiving Information, that the Enemy intended to ſend upwards 


of twenty ſmall Frigates, the biggeſt not above thirty-ſix Guns, into 


St. George's Channel, to burn the Tranſport-Ships, he was or- 
dered to cruize off of Sci/ly, or in ſuch a Station as he ſhould 
judge moſt proper for preventing that Deſign ; and to fend Fri- 
= to ply Eaſtward and Weſtward, to gain Intelligence of the 

y of the French Fleet, ſo that he might be the better able to 
provide for his own Safety. And they, upon meeting with Vice- 
Admiral K:llegrew, in his Return from the Strerghts, were to 
give him Notice of all Circumſtances, that ſo he might likewiſe 
take Care not to be intercepted. He cruized up and down in 


the aforeſaid Station, till the 21ſt of July, without meeting any 
thing remarkable; and then The Dover and Experiment joined 
him from the Coaſt of Ireland, with a Ketch that came out of 
| Kinſale, on Board of which was Colonel Hacket, Captain John 


Hamilton, Archibald Cockburn, Eſq; Anthony Thompſon, Eigz 
Captain Thomas Power, Mr. William Sutton, and fix Servants, 
who were following King James to France, in order to their ac- - 
companying him in his intended Expedition to England. They 


gave Sir Cloudeſley an Account, that King James took Shipping at 


Duncannon, and ſailed to Kinſale; but not ſtaying there above 
tvro Hours, he proceeded to France, with two Spaniſh Frigates, 
that had lain for that Purpoſe a conſiderable Time; and that he 
carried with. him, the Lord Powis, Sir Roger Strictland, and 
Captain Richard Travanion 4. „„ EE 
He failed afterwards to Kinſale, and, as I have ſhewn in the 


former Volume, did all the Service that could reaſonably have 


been expected from him, in regard to what was preſcribed by his 
Orders, and yet without much Succeſs. But an Opportunity of- 


fered of demonſtrating his Zeal and Affection for the Service. 


General 


© Burchet, Mr. Pepy's Paper, Life of King William, Memoirs of 
the War in Ireland, Burnet, Oldmixon. | 
© Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of King William. 
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General Kirk, with a handful of Troops, was before the ſtrong 
Town of Mater ford, which he could not take, on Account of 
the numerous Gariſon in Duncannon-Caſtle, commanded by Ge- 
neral Baur, who profeſſed his Reſolution to defend both Ion 
and Fort, as long as one Stone remained upon another ; Sir 
_ Clheoudeſley rightly gueſſed, that a good Part of this Bravery pro- 
| ceeded from certain Intelligence, that Mr. Kir had not a ſingle 
Piece of Cannon ; upon which, he ſent him Word, that he was 
ready to aſſiſt him from his Squadron, not only with Guns, but 
with Boats and Men; which he accordingly did; and then Gene- 
ral Bourk was ſo prudent, as to ſurrender the Place, before there 
was ſo much as one Stone beat from another. The Remainder 
of the Year 1691, was ſpent for the moſt Part in cruizing, till 
he was ordered to make Part of Sir Geerge Rocke's Squadron, 
which convoycd the King to Holland, and from which Service, 
he did not return into the Downs till the Month of January fol- 
lowing. It was his Felicity, that, as his Services were well in- 
tended, ſo, generally ſpeaking, they were well received; and, if 
Sir Cloudeſley Shovel any Time miſſed of Succeſs, nobody ever pre- 
tended to fix Imputations upon his Conduct; his Courage, and 
his Sincerity, were alike unqueſtionable ; and though this was not 
the moſt credulous Age, yet there never was ſuch an Infidel heard 
of, as one who did not believe Shove] had both. On this Ac- 
count, moſt People were very well ſatified, when the King, in 
the Spring of the Year, and juſt before he ſet out for Holland, 
declared him Rear-Admiral of the Red ; and at the ſame Time, 
Commander of the Squadron that was to convoy him thither. 
On his return from thence, he joined Admiral Raſſel, with the 
Grand Fleet, and had a great Share in the Glory of the famous 
Victory at La Hogue. For the French, after ſome Hours enga- 
ging, breaking their Line, and Tourvills being diſcovered to tow 
away Northward, when the Weather cleared up, the Engli/h 
Admiral gave the Signal for chafing, and ſent Notice to all Ships, 
that the Enemy was retiring. At the ſame Time, ſeveral Broad- 
ſides were heard to the Weſtward, and though the Ships that fired 
could not be ſeen, it was concluded, they were the Blue Squadron, 
that by a ſhift of Wind, had weathered the French; it proved to 
be the brave Sir Claudeſley Shovel, Rear-Admiral of the Red, who 
had, with wonderful Pains and Diligence, weathered their Admi- 
ral's own Squadron, and got between them and their Admiral of 
the Blue; but after he had fired upon the French for ſome Time, 
Taurville, as well as the ſaid Admiral, came to an Anchor with 


ſome 
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ſome of the Ships of their Diviſion; but could not diſcover one 
another by reaſon of the Thickneſs of the Weather ©. 

WHEN it was thought requiſite, as we have had Occaſion more 
than once to obſerve, that the Fleet ſhould be put under the Joint 
Admirals, in the ſucceeding Year, and perhaps, if there had been 
nothing more than this Joint Commiſſion, we might well enough 
Account from thence, for the Misfortunes that happened in our 
Affairs at Sea, during the Year 1693. This, the Intelligent Rea- 


der will the more catily credit, when he is put in mind, that theſe 


Joint Admirals were of different Parties, that is to ſay, Killegrew 
and Deiaval were declared Tories, and Shovel a determined Whig, 


Vet, as they were all good Seamen, and very probably all meant 


their Country well, though they did not agree in the Manner of 


ſerving it; it is moſt likely, that, upon mature Conſideration of 


the Poſture Things were then in, the Orders they had receiv- 


ed from Court, and the Condition of the Fleet, which was not either 
half manned, or half victualed, the Admirals might agree, that 
a cautious Execution of the Inſtructions they had received, was a 


Method as ſafe for the Nation, and more fo for themſelves, than 
any other they could take. There was, therefore, no great Rea- 


ſon for that Piece of Dutch Wit played off upon this Occaſion, in 
a Picture, wherein the taking of the Smyrna Fleet was repreſent- 


ed at a Diſtance, and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel on Board his own Ship, 
with his Hands tied behind him, one end of the Cord heing held 
by each of his Colleagues ; to inſinuate, that he would have pre- 
vented this Misfortune, if the Admirals K:/legrew and Delaval, 
had not hindered him. But, when the Affair came to be en- 
quircd into in Parliament, Sir Cloudeſſey Shovel at the Bar of the 
Houſe, defended his Colleagues, as well as himſelf, and gave ſo 
clear and plain an Account of the Matter, that it ſatisfied every 
body who was capable of being fatished, of the Innocence of 
the Commanders, I mean in Point of Treachery, which had been 
aſſerted by a Vote of the Houſe of Commons; for which, if there 
was any Foundation; it muſt have lain either among the inferior 

People 


FE It may not be amiſs to mention here, the Care taken by Queen 


Mary, to encourage thoſe who had behaved ſo well in this Engage- 
ment; for ſhe was no ſooner informed of the Victory, than ſhe imme- 
diately ſent down zo, ooo l. to be diſtributed amongſt the Soldiers and 
Seamen, and Gold Medals for all the Officers. Colonel Haſtings, who 
was killed in the Fight, was buried on the 7th of June, in great State, 
the Queen ſending her Coaches, and the Nobility and Gentry two 
hundred more ; the whole being eſcorted by eight Companies of 
Guards, 


bo 
: 
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People at the Admiralty, or Secretary of State's Office, who were 
bribed to give Intelligence to the French f. 
The Character of Sir Cloudeſſey Shovel, remaining abſolutely un- 
impeached, we find him again at Sea, in the Vear 1694, in the Chan- 
nel, and on the French Coaſt, where he had the Honour to Com- 
mand as Vice-Admiral of the Red, under Lord Ber#lcy, Admiral 
of the Blue, in the famous Expedition to Camaret-Bay; of which 
I have already given fo large an Account, that I think it altoge- 
ther needleſs to repeat it here; and, therefore, ſhall only ſay, that 
Sir Cloudeſley diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his ſpecdy and dextrous 
Embarkation of the Land-Forces, when they failed upon that un- 
fortunate Expedition ; as alſo, when on their return to England, 
it was thought neceſſary to ſend the Fleet again upon the Coaſt of 


France, to bombard Diep, and other Places. Towards the end 
of the Seaſon, the Command devolved upon Sir Cloudeſſey Shovel, 
by Lord Ber#ley's going to London; and then he reccived his Ma- 
jeſty's expreſs Commands to undertake the Bombardment of Dun- 
kirk ; which he attempted, as I have ſhewn in the Naval Hiſto- 


ry of that Year, to no Purpoſe, through the Fault of the Engi- 


neer, who had promiſed more than either he, or any other Man, 


could perform. Sir Cloudeſſey Shovel, however, took Care to 
demonſtrate from his Conduct, that there was no Fault lay in 
him; for he went with a Boat, within the Enemy's Works, and 
ſo became an Eye-witneſs of the Impoſſibility of doing what his 
Orders directed; and, therefore, on his coming Home, he was 
perfectly well received, and continued to be employed, as a Man 
who would command Succeſs, where it was poſlible, and omit 
nothing in his Power, where it was not ſo. He had his Share in 
the remaining Part of the War; and after the Peace of Ryſtoicł, 
was always conſulted by his Majeſty, whenever Maritime Affairs 
were under Conſideration ?. 8 

In the Beginning of the Reign of Queen Anne, he was not 
much in Favour ; and therefore, I do not find him employed, 
though he was then Admiral of the White, in any Affair of Im- 


portance, till he was ſent to Vigo, after; the taking that Place 
by Sir George Rooke, to bring Home the Spoils of the Spa- 


niſh and French Fleet. This was in the latter End of the Year 


1702, and he performed all that was expected from him, 


with that Zeal and Expedition which he ſhewed upon all Oc- 


caſions: For, arriving at Vigo on the 16th of October he 


| | got... 

f Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Preſent State of Europe for the Year 
1693, Life of King William, Chandler's Debates, &c. 
s Burchet's Naval Memoirs, the third Volume of this Hiſtory, un- 
der the Year 1694, Life of King William, Complete Hiſtory of Eng- 
land, by Biſhop Kenner Ps 
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he got all Things into ſuch forwardneſs, that he carried off 
whatever could poſſibly be brought Home; burnt the reſt, and, 
notwithſtanding the ſtormy Seaſon of the Year, the foulneſs of 
his Ships, and his being embarraſſed with Prizes, arrived ſafely 
in the Downs, on the 7th of November; which was conſidered 
as fo remarkable a Service by the Court, that it was immediately 
reſolved to employ him in Affairs of the greateſt Conſequence 
for the future. Accordingly, he commanded the grand Fleet up 
the Strerghts, in the Year 1703, where he did every Thing it 
was poſſible for an Admiral to do, whoſe Inſtructions were very 
large; and who yet wanted Force to accompliſh almoſt any Part 
of thoſe Inſtructions. It is in ſuch Conjunctures as theſe, that 
the Skill and Capacity of an Admiral chiefly appear ; and in this 

Expedition, Sir Claude ſſey gave as great Proofs of his Courage 
and Conduct, as any Admiral could do; for he protected our 
Trade from all Attempts of the French; he did what was poſ- 
ſible to be done for the Relief of the Proteſtants, then in Arms 
in the Cevennes ; he countenanced ſuch of the Italian Powers, as 
were inclined to favour the Cauſe of the Allies; and he ſtruck 
ſuch a Terror into the Friends of the French, that they durſt 
not perform what they had promiſed that Court. All this he did 
with a Fleet very indifferently manned, and worſe victualled; ſo 
that, notwithſtanding the Management of our Affairs at Sea was 
ſeverely cenſured that Year in the Houſe of Commons, yet all 
Parties agreed, that Sir Cloudefley Shovel had done his Duty in 
every Reſpect, and deſerved the high Truſt and Confidence that 
had been repoſed in him dz. 


- 


bh Biſhop Burnet gives us but a melancholy Accornt of this Expe- 
dition, and yet he very honeſty juſtihes the Admiral's Conduct. This 
Prelate's Account of the Matter, is very ſtrong, and very well worth 
the Reader's Notice. I have not touched it in the former Volume, and, 
therefore, I think it will not be amiſs to inſert it here, as a Proof 
that I do not over rate the Merit of the great Men, whoſe Actions 
I record. It was reſolved to ſend a ſtrong Fleet into the Medi- 
* terranean ; it was near the End of June before they were ready to 
* ſail; and they had Orders to come out of the Streights by the 
End of September. Every Thing was ſo ill laid in this Expe- 
dition, as if it had been intended, that nothing ſhould be done 
« by it, beſides the convoying our Merchant-Ships, which did not 
require the fourth Part of ſuch a Force. Shovel was ſent to com- 
* mand; when he ſaw his Inſtructions, he repreſented to the Mi- 
«« niſtry, that nothing could be expected from this Voyage: He 
vas ordered to go, and he obeyed his Orders. He got to Leg- 
** horn by the Beginning of September. His Arrival ſecmed to 5 
6 66 


manner 
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the Succeſs that 
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was very 
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In the Year 1704, Sir George Roole commanded the Grand 
Fleet in the Mediterranean, to reinforce which, Sir Cloudeſſey 
Shovel was ſent with a powerful Squadron ; and he took ſuch 
Care, not only to execute his Orders, but to diſtinguiſh in what 
they ought to be executed ; that by joining the Fleet in 
midſt of the Month of June, he was very inſtrumental in 
followed; as by that very Action, he effectually 
diſa the French Schemes, though that Court had 
boaſted, they ſhould be able to reſtore their Maritime Power, 
and give Law to the Confederates at Sea, that Summer. He took 
his Part in the glorious Action off Malaga; in which he be- 
haved with the utmoſt Bravery, as Biſhop Burnet very juſtly ob- 


ſerves ; and he had the good Luck to eſcape extremely 
well in that Action, though, as he ſaid himſelf in his Letter, 
he never too Pains to be well beat in his Life; but he 


taking to himſelf, what ſome have ſince 
endeavoured to confer upon him, the Glory of beating the 
French Fleet, while Sir George Rooke only looked on, or fought 
at a Diſtance. This was not at all in ir Cloudeſley's Nature, 
guilty of an Act of Injuſtice of this Sort, 


both, in the Letter he wrote on that Occaſion, and of which, 
the Reader may find an Extract in our former Volume. This 
Battle was fought on the 13th of Augu/t, 1704; Sir Cloudeſley 


Shovel and Sir John Leake, led the Van; Sir 2 Divi- 


ſion conſiſted of nine Ships, The Bar fleur, Eagle, Orford, Aſ- 


france, Marſpigbt, Swiftſure, Nottingham, Tilbury, and The 


Lenox; in which, they had only one Officer killed, viz. the 
firſt Lieutenant of The Lenox, and ſeven wounded, 105 private 
Men killed, and 303 wounded. After this Victory, the French 
never durſt think of fighting our Fleets ; and upon Sir Cloudeſley 
Shovel 's return, he was preſented to the Queen by Prince George, 


© of great Conſequence, and the Allies began to take Courage 
from it; but they were ſoon diſappointed of their Hopes, when 
« they underſtood that, by his Orders, he could only ftay a few 
« Days there. Nor was it eaſy to imagine, what the Deſign 
« of ſo great an Expedition could be, or why ſo much Money was 
« thrown away on ſuch a Project; which made us deſpiſed by our 
« Enemies, while it provoked our Friends, who might juſtly think 
« they could not depend upon ſuch an Ally, who managed fo great 
« a Force, with ſo poor a Conduct, as neither to hurt their Ene- 
mies, nor protect their Friends by it.“ 
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as Lord High Admiral of England, and met with a very Gra- 


cious Reception; and was the next Year employed as Commander 
in Chief i. | 


SIR Cloudefley had no Concern in the Arts made uſe of to leſ- 


ſen the Reputation of Sir George Rooke, in order to pave the 
way for laying him aſide; but after this was done, and it be- 


came neceſſary to ſend both a Fleet and Army to Spain; Sir 
Cloudeſley thought it reaſonable to accept the Command of the 


Fleet jointly, with the Earl of Peterborough and Monmouth; and 
_ accordingly arrived at Liſbon, with the Fleet, which conſiſted 
of twenty-nine Line of Battle Ships, in the Month of June; 


and towards the latter End of the ſame Month, failed from 


_ thence for Catalonia, arriving before the City of Barcelona on 
the 12th of Auguſt, where the Siege of the Place was under- | 
taken, though the Engliſh Army was very little, if at all, ſu- 
perior to the Gariſon within the Town. There certainly, never 


was an Admiral in a more untoward Situation than Sir Clondeſtey 
Shovel found himſelf in here. The Scheme itſelf appeared very 


5 impracticable; the Land- Officers divided in their Opinions; the 
depended, 


Prince of Heſſe, upon whom King Charles principally 
was not in ſpeaking Terms with the Earl of Peterborough ; all 
Things neceſſary for the Siege, were in a manner wanting, and 
all Hopes of Supply depended on Admiral Shove/; who, on this 


Occaſion, gave the moſt ſignal Proofs, not only of his Vigilance, 
| Dexterity, . Courage, but of his Conſtancy, Patience, and 
Teal for the Public Service. He furniſhed Guns for the Bat- 
teries, and Men to ply them; he landed for the Uſe of the 

Army, almoſt all the Military Stores of the Fleet; he not only 


gave 


# I ſhall be obliged to touch on ſome Particulars in this En- 
gagement, when I come to the Memoirs of Sir George Rooke ; 


but it may not be amiſs to obſerve here incidentally, that at the Be- 
ginning of the Battle, Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, with the Van of the 


Engliſh Fleet, had narrowly miſſed of being ſurrounded by the 
French ; but that Sir George Rooke perceiving their Defign, bore 


don immediately to his Aſſiſtance; which ſeaſonable Succour Sir 
Cloudeſley Shovel returned in the latter Part of the Engagement, 
when ſeveral Ships of the Admiral's Diviſion being forced out of the 


Line, for want of Ammunition, Sir Cloudefley very gallantly came 
in to his Aid, and drew ſeveral of the Enemy's Ships from our 


Centre; which, after they had felt the Force of ſome of Sir Cloude- 
ſley Shovel's Diviſion, did not think it ſafe to advance along his 


Broadiide ; but, being clean and better Sailors, they ſet their Sprit 
Sails, and with their Boats a-head, towed from him, without giv- 
ing him the Opportunity of exchanging with them ſo much as a ſingle 

r e. 
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gave prudent Advice himſelf, in all Councils of War, but he 
moderated the Heats and Reſentments of others; and, in ſhort, 
was ſo uſeful, ſo ready, and ſo determined in the Service, and 
took ſuch Care, that every thing he promiſed, ſhould be fully 
and punctually performed, that his Preſence and Councils, in a 
manner, forced the Land-Officers to continue their Siege, till 
the Place was taken, to the Surprize of all the World; and, 
perhaps, moſt of all to the Surprize of thoſe by whom it was 
taken; for, if we may gueſs at their Sentiments, by what they 
declared under their Hands, in ſeveral Councils of War, the 
ſcarce believed it practicable to reduce ſo ſtrong a Place, with 
ſo ſmall a Force, and that ſo ill provided. How great a Senſe 
the Queen had of this important Service, and how much ſhe 
was perſuaded it would contribute to the Advantage of the 
Common Cauſe, the Reputation of her Arms Abroad, and the 
Satisfaction of her Subjects at Home, may appear from her going 
expreſly to Parliament upon this Occaſion, upon the 27th of 
November, 1705 ; where, being ſeated on the Throne, She 
| ſent for the Houſe of Commons, on purpoſe to communicate 
to them the News of this important Succeſs, which ſhe did 
in the following Speech, that deſerves, for its Singularity, as 
well as for its Relation to the Subject in Hand, a Place in this 
Hiſtory *. . = | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


& HAVING newly reccived Letters from the King of Spain, 
and the Earl of Peterborough, which contain a very particular 
Account of our great and happy Succeſſes in Catalonia, and 
* ſhewing at the ſame time the reaſonableneſs of their being 
ce immediately ſupported ; I look upon this, to be a Matter 
© of ſuch Conſequence in itſelf, and ſo agrecable to you, that 
I have ordered a Copy of the King of Spain's Letter to 
« my ſelf, and a Letter to the Junta of the Military Army of 
© Catalonia, and another Letter from the City of Vich, as alſo, 
& an Extract of the Earl of Peterborough's Letter to me, to be 
„ communicated to both Houſes of Parliament. 

„ I recommend the Conſideration of them to You, Gertle- 
men of the Houſe of Commons, very particularly, as the ſpeedieſt 
«© Way to reſtore the Monarchy of Spain, to the Houſe of 
N O 2 | % Auſtria; 


* Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Dr. Freind's Account of the Earl 
of Peterborough's Expedition, Impartial Enquiry into the Manage- 
ment of the War with Spain, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the 
Year 1705, Life of Queen Anne, &c. 


212 MEMOIRS Of 

&« Auſtria ; and, therefore, I aſſure myſelf you will enable me 
to proſecute the Advantages we have gained, in the moſt ef- 
<< feftual Manner, and to improve the Opportunity which God 
« Almighty is pleaſed to afford us, of putting a proſperous End 
<« to the preſent War. 5 


„y Lords and Gentlemen, 
© I muſt not loſe this Occaſion of defiring You to give as 
© much Diſpatch to the Matters before You, as the Nature of 
<« them allow, that ſo in our Preparations for next Year, you 
2 may be early, which cannot fail of being a great Advantage 
to us 5 : 
Tux next Year, Sir Cloudeſſey again commanded the Fleet 
but it failed very late, ſo as not to reach the River of Liſbon till 
theMonth of November ; and, even when it arrived there, the Diſ- 
putes which aroſe amongſt the Lords of King Charles's Council, 
and his Generals, with the Delays of the Portugueze, who were 
far from being hearty in his Cauſe, diſappointed all the great 
of the Maritime Powers, and the Effects that might have 
been reaſonably expected from the powerful Reinforcement of 
Troops which were embarked on Board the Grand Fleet. In 
this uneaſy Situation, Sir Cloudeſley Shovel did all that could be 
expected from a wiſe and vigilant Commander ; for he not onl 
Cloſely attended to the proper Duties of his own Charge, but | 
no Method untried to prevail upon the Generals and Favourites 
of King Charles, to come to ſuch an Agreement, as might ſecure 
the Advantages already obtained, and effectually fix their Maſter, 
who was then at drid, upon the Throne of Spain. But, 
though the Care and Concern of the Admiral had very little Ef- 
_ fect on this Side, yet, his Repreſentations in Portugal, met with 
greater Regard. It ſeems, that one of the young Princes of the 
Royal Family, who was of a very wild Temper, had committed 
ſome odd Inſults on the Seamen as they came a-ſhore from the 
Fleet and the Forts, at the Entrance of the River, and fired upon 
ſome of our Men of War; upon which, Sir Cloudeſſey made his 
Repreſentations to the Miniſtry ; and having received a very diſ= 
ſatisfactory Anſwer, he immediately demanded a Conference with _ 
a Perſon of great Diſtinction, who was then at the Head of their 
Councils, and told him plainly, that the Seamen, ſo long as he 
bore the Englih Flag, ſhould maintain the ſtricteſt Diſcipline 
while in the Harbour of Portugal; and, therefore, he expected it 
ſhould receive thoſe Marks of Friendſhip and Reſpect, which 
were due to ſo great a Princeſs as the Queen his Sovereign; or, 
in caſe of any failure, he ſhould think himſelf obliged 2 his 
| en, 
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Seamen, and the Honour of his Country, Right, and not ſuffer 
the Engliſh Flag to be inſulted, while he had the Honour to wear 
it. This, Sir Cloudeſſey expreſſed in ſuch a Manner, and ſeconded 
his Words with ſo briſk a Reſentment, when the firſt- mentioned 
Affront was next repeated, that the Crown of Portugal thought 
fit to iſſue ſuch Orders as he deſired; and Things wore another 
Face, in that Part of the World, ever afterwards ; which was 
entirely owing to the Courage and Conduct of Sir Chudeſley, 
| who knew very well how to diſtinguiſh between the Complai- 
ſance due to an Ally, and that complying Forbearance which is 
_ unworthy af an Engliſh Admiral, 
Tux beginning of the Year 1707 wore but an indifferent Aſ- 
pect for Sir Claudeſſey. He had diſpoſed all Things in ſuch a 
Manner, as that he might be able to ſuccour Alicant; and very 
probably had ſucceeded therein, if not prevented, when the Troops 
were on the Point of embarking, by an Order from England. 
This Order was obtained by the preſſing Inſtances of the Court of 
Portugal, which repreſented here, that the Forces might be 
more effectually employed in Conjunction with their Army. 
Orders were ſent to this Purpoſe, and a Memorial was drawn up, 
containing the Terms upon which her Britannic Majeſty would 
conſent to the Propoſition made by the Portugueze Miniſter, in 
the Name and on the Behalf of his Maſter. But, notwithſtand- 
ing this Application, the Portugueze, being either unwilling, or 
unable, to comply with thoſe Demands, it was reſolved in a Coun- 
cil of War, to reſume the former Project, and to land them at 
Alicant ; for which, Orders foon after arrived from England; 
according to this Reſolution, the Confederate Fleet failed on the 
7th of January, with the Land-Forces from Liſbon to Alicant, 
where they arrived on the 28th of the ſame Month, and were 
aQually landed. But, through the Delays the Expedition met 
with (an Account of which we have formerly given) the Troops, 
which, at their failing from England, were little, if any thing, 
ſhort of 10,000 Men, were now found to be ſcarce 7000 ; and 
Sir Cloudefley, finding that his Preſence would be of little Uſe 
there, that the Fleet ſtood in need of Repairs, left Alicant on 
the 17th of February, and returned to Liſbon, where he arrived 
the 11th of March following. There he received Orders to pre- 
pare for the Expedition againſt . 1 of which, we have 1 y 


r Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of Queen Anne, Compleat 
Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1706, &c. 
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ſa d much, and therefore, ſhall be the more conciſe in what we 
are obliged to add upon that Subject here”. 
Tux Inſtructions which Sir Cloudeſiey Shovel received in re- 
lation to this important Affair, which, if it had ſucceeded, muſt 
have put an to the War, by obliging the French King to aban- 
don the Support of his Grandſon in Spain, were ſent him to 
Liſbon; and, in Obedience to them, the Admiral made ſuch 
_ Diſpatch, that on the 1oth of May, he failed for Alicant ; where, 
having joined Sir George Byng, he failed for the Coaſt of Ital., 
and in the latter End of the Month of June, came to an Anchor 
between Nice and Antibes; where he waited the Arrival of the 
Duke of Savor, and Prince Eugene, who actually came on board 
the 2zgth of that Month, and were entertained by Sir Cloudeſley 
with the utmoſt Magnificence. The Enemy were at that Time 
ſtrongly intrenched on the River Var, and had extended their 
Works above four Miles into the Country. Theſe Entrench- 
ments were defended by 800 Horſe, and fix Battalion: of Foot, 
and a Reinforcement was daily expected, of three Battalions more, 
under the Command of Licutenant-General Dillon, an old 1rifſh 
Officer, from whoſe Courage and Conduct the +rench had Rea- 
ſon to expect as much as from any Man in their Service; and 
indeed, if he had arrived in thoſe Lines, it is very doubtful, whe- 
ther the Confederates could have forced them. But Sir Cleudeſley 
having obſerved to the Duke, that part of the Prench Lines were 
ſo near the Sea, that wy was in his Power to cannonade them; and 
that he would land a Body of Seamen who ſhould attack the high- 
eſt and ſtrongeſt of their 3 his Royal Highneſs con- 
ſented that they ſhould be attacked immediately. Accordingly, 
on the firſt of Fu, Sir Cloudeficy ordered four Engliſh, and one 
Dutch Man of 22 to enter t Mouth of the River Var, where 
| they began to cannonade the French Lines; ſoon after which, 
ſix hundred Engliſþ Seamen landed in open Boats, under the 
Command of Sir Jh Nerris, who was quickly followed by the 
Admiral ; and having begun the Attack, the Enemy were fo ter- 
rified w ith ſuch an unexpected Salutation, that they threw down 
their Arms, after a ſhort Diſpute, and abandoned their Works. 


Tnis great Puſn made bs the Engliſh, not only procured an 


eaſy Paſſage, where the greateſt Reſiſtance was expected, but 
totally 


" Complete Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 1707, Burchet' 8 


Naval Hiſtory, comparcd with all the French Writers apon this 
Subject. | 


* See the London-Gazette, No. 4 352, wherein there is an Account 
of this Expedition, by Authority, Complete * of Europe for the 


Year 
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21 5 
totally diſconcerted the French Schemes, ſince their Troops had 
ſcarce quitted theſe Intrenchments ; but they met, in their Re- 
treat, Licutenant-General Dillon, at the Head of his twelve Bat- 
talions, and he was ſo aſtoniſhed, that he ſuffered himſelf to be 

1 to abandon the Town of St. Paul, and to continue his 


eat. On the 14th, a Council of War was held on Board 
The Admiral, in which it was reſolved, to proſecute the March 
to Toulon, which the Duke of Savey promiſed to reach in fix 
Days. It appears from this Account, that whatever there was of 
Zeal and Spirit in the Conduct of this Affair, it procceded from 
the Diligence and Activity of Sir Cloudefley. He propoſed forcing 
the Paſlage of the Var, and executed it; he induced his Royal 
Highneſs of Savoy to purſue his March immediately; and, as ſoon 
as that Reſolution was taken, the Admiral ſailed with his Fleet 
for the [lands of Heres, leaving ten or twelve Frigates to inter- 
rupt the Enemy's Correſpondence with Italy. The Story, there- 
fore, that is told of Sir Cloudeſley's detaining a Sum of Money 
muſt be without Foundation : For, before the Attack, his Royal 
Highneſs muſt have been perfectly ſatisfied, otherwiſe he would 
not have undertaken it; and he marched as ſoon as Prince Eu- 
gene joined him, with the Remainder of the Forces, Sir Claudeſley 
Shovel ſeeing no more of him till he reached Toulon?. But, in- 
7 04 ſtead 


Year 1707, and all the French Writers, who agree, that if this Paſs 
had not been forced by the Engliſh, the Duke of Savoy, and his Army 
could never have proceeded farther. - | 

p I have in the former Volume, given ſome Account of the real 
and pretended Reaſons for the Miſcarriage of this Expedition; and I 
there lay the greateſt Weight on the Body of Forces ſent by the Emperor 
Joſeph, to conquer the Kingdom of Naples ; which Expedition, firſt 
delayed, and then weakned the Attempt upon Toulon; but, I had 
not at that Time ſeen a valuable Letter of her Majeſty Queen Anne 
to Emperor, upon this Subject; which, as it was never publiſhed, as 
it was written with her own Hand, and contains Matter of an extra- 
ordinary Nature, I thought it might not be amiſs to inſert here, ra- 
ther than conceal it from the Reader. This Letter was to felicitate 
the Emperor on the Succeſs of his Arms in Italy. 


Sir, my Brother, | 
I rejoice with all my Heart, with your Imperial Majefty, on the 
Reduction of the Kingdom of Naples, to the Obedience of the Ca- 
„ tholic King, of which he has given me an Account by his Letter, 
of the zoth of Auguſt laſt, and I hope, that by a joint Purſuit, for 
the Time to come, of whatever ſhall be advantageous to the Com- 
* mon Cauſe, this Succeſs will be followed by another, equally glo- 

DR” © Tous 
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ſtead of fix, his Royal Highneſs made it full twelve Days before 
he incommoded the Place; and then never 8 to lay any 
Blame upon Sir Cloudeſſey, but threw it on Prince Eugene, who 
commanded the Emperor's Forces, and who had Orders not to ex- 
poſe them. It is true, that when Sir Cloudeſley went firſt to com- 
pliment the Duke upon his ſafe Arrival, and to receive his Com- 
mands about landing Artillery and Ammunition, his Royal High- 
neſs told him, he was glad to ſee him at laſt, for the Maritime 
Powers had made him wait a long while; to which, when Sir 
Cloudeſſey anſwered, that he had not waited a Moment, ſince it 
was in his Power to wait upon his Royal Highneſs ; he replied 
ſmiling, I did not fay You, but the Maritime Powers had made 
me wait: for this Expedition I concerted ſo long ago as 1693 3 
and fourteen Years is a long Time to wait, Sir Cloudefley % 
THe Admiral ordered immediately a hundred Cannon to be 
landed from the Fleet, for the Service of the Batteries, with two 
hundred Rounds of Powder and Shot, and a conſiderable Num- 
ber of Seamen to ſerve as Gunners; neither was he wanting in 
any Thing that was deſired from him, during the whole Affair; 
but rather exceeded what the Duke and Prince Eugene could rea- 
ſonably expect, as well with Regard to his perſonal Attendance, 
as to the Service of the Fleet. Beſides, there was not any Misfor- 
tune on this Side, but it fell amongſt the Land- Troops altogether, 
who were beat from their Poſts with very great Loſs, on the 
T5th of Auguſt, N. S. On the 16th, the Fleet began to cannon- 
ade the Town, and throw Bombs in the Night, which was con- 
tinued till ſuch Time the Siege was raiſed, and which obliged the 
French to ſink their capital Ships, a Diſtreſs that more than coun- 
tervailed the whole Expence of this Service, great as it was. As 
the Duke of Savoy never would have undertaken this Affair with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of the Fleet, commanded by Sir Cloudeſley ; as 
he did nothing, when before Toulon, but by the Aid of the Fleet, 
7 = from 


0 rious and important to the Houſe of Auſtria, in putting my Bro- 
ther, the Catholick King, in Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Monarchy, by 
the powerful Succours that your Imperial Majeſty will, after this 

happy Event, be able to furniſh him; to whom, I wiſh all kind of 
_ © Profperity, and to your Imperial Majeſty, a continual Series of 

*« gcod Fortune. This will give me extream Pleaſure, as being, 


| « Your Imperial Majeſty's, 
«« Kenſington, | 3 
Sept. 29, « Moſt Affectionate Siſter, 


—_ „ANNE R. 
Mercure Hiſtorique, 1707, vol. ii. p. 311 
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from whence he had all his military Stores, ſo he could not poſſi- 
bly have made a ſafe Retreat, if it had not been covered by the 
Confederate Fleet, which attended them again to the Var. 
There ſome new Diſputes happened, in which Sir Claudeſſey had 
little or no Concern. Her Britannic Majeſty's Miniſter laboured 
to perſuade Prince Eugene to take upon him the Command of the 
Troops in Spain, in which the Duke of Savoy likewiſe concur- 
red ; and Sir Cloudefley offered to tranſport his Royal Highneſs, 
with a Body of Troops under his Command, to Spain; but this 
Propolition being rejected, his Excellency bore away for the 
Streights; and ſoon after, reſolved to return Home, which was 
the laſt Act of his Life. - ” 
n left Sir Thomas Diltes at Gibraltar, with nine Ships of the 
Line; three Fifth Rates, and one of the Sixth, for the Security 
of the Coaſts of Italy, and then proceeded with the Remainder 
of the Fleet, conſiſting of ten Ships of the Line, five Frigates, 
four Fire-ſhips, a Sloop, and a Yatcht for England. On the 22d 
of October, he came into the Soundings, and in the Morning, 
had ninety Fathom Water. About Noon he lay by; but, at fix 
in the Evening, he made Sail again, and ſtood away under his 
Courſes, believing, as it is preſumed, that he ſaw the Light on 
| Scilly. Soon after which, ſeveral Ships of his Fleet made the 
Signal of Diſtreſs, as he himſelf did; and it was with much Diffi- 
culty, that Sir George Byng, in The Royal Anne, ſaved himſelf, 
having one of the Rocks under her main Chains. Sir John Nor- 
ris, and Lord Durſley, alſo ran very great Riſks ; and, as we 
have fhewn elſewhere, ſeveral Ships beſides the Admiral's, pe- 
riſhed there with him, on Board The Afciation, his Sons- in- 
Law, Sir John Narborough, and James his Brother, Mr. Tre- 
lawney, eldeſt Son to the Biſhop of incheſter, and ſeveral other 
young Gentlemen of Quality. There is no faying how this Ac- 
cident happened, or to whoſe Fault it was owing, though a Re- 
port prevailed immediately after it happened, that a great Part of 
the Crew had got drunk for Joy, that they were within Sight of 
Land. Sir Cloudefley's Body was thrown a-ſhore the next Day 
upon the Iſland of Scilly, where ſome Fiſhermen took him up, 
and having taken a valuable Emerald Ring from his Finger, ſtrip- 
_ ped and buried him. This Ring being ſhewn about, made a great 
Noiſe all over the Iſland, and coming to the Ears of Mr. Pax- 
ton, who was Purſer of The Arundell, he found out the Fellows, 
declared the Ring to be Sir Cloudeſſey Shovel's, and obliged them 
to diſcover where they had buried the Body; which he took up, 


and 


Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 1707, Life of Queen Anne, 
Memoirs of the War, &c. | | 
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and carried on Board his own Ship, in which it was tranſported to 
Portſmouth, convey'd from thence by Land to London, and bu- 
ried from his Houſe in Soho-Square, in Meſiminſter-Abbey, with 
great Solemnity ; where a fine Monument of white Marble was 


afterwards erected by the Queen's Direction, in Order to do Ho- 


nour to the Memory of fo great a Man, and ſo worthy a Sub- 


Sin Cloudeſley Shovel, at the Time of his Death, was Rear- 
Admiral of England, Admiral of the White, and Commander in 


Chief of her Majeſty's Fleet, one of the Council to Prince 


George of Denmark, as Lord High Admiral of England, Elder- 
Brother of Trinity-Houſe, and one of the Governors of Green- 
wich Hoſpital; in all which Stations, he diſcharged his Truſt 
with the greateſt Honour and Integrity; and as, in his public Cha- 
racter, he was an accompliſhed Sea-Officer, one who had always 
the Glory of his Queen, and the good of his Country at Heart ; 
ſo in all Circumſtances of private Life, as an Huſband, Parent, 
Maſter of his Family, he conducted himſelf with ſuch Prudence, 


_ Wiſdom, and Tenderneſs, that few Men lived more beloved, or 


died more lamented. Her Majeſty expreſſed a very particular 
| Concern for his Loſs, and was pleaſed to tell Sir Fohn Leake, 


when ſhe made him Rear-Admiral of England, that ſhe knew 
no Man fo fit to repair the Loſs of the ableſt Seaman in her Ser- 


vice. 

SIR Cloudeſiey Shovel married the Widow of his Friend and Pa- 
tron Sir John Narborough, by whom he left two Daughters, Co- 
heireſſes; the eldeſt of which married Lord Romney ; and the 
other Sir NarLorough d Aeth, Baronet. It may not be improper 
to add to theſe Memoirs, his Monumental Inſcription in We- 
_ minſler- Abbey ;, ſince it is the only one of its Kind, and ſtands 
there as a perpetual Memorial of the Services he rendered his 
Country, and of the grateful Senſe retained of them by the Glo- 
rious Princeſs, by whom he was employed, and under whoſe 
auſpicious Conduct, the Arms of Great-Britain, by Sea and 
Land, were ever victorious. Thus it runs u. 


« n Chudefcy Shevel, Kat. Mes- Al of Greet Bri- 
© tain; Admiral, and Commander in Chief of the Fleet; the 


« juſt 


* Burnet, Burchet, Lediard, Oldmixon, Complete Hiſtory of Eu- 
rope, Mercure Hiſtorique, &c. | 


t Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 


1707, London Gazette. 


See Dart's Hiſtory of Weliminſter- Abbey, Maitland's Survey of 


London, &c. | 
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tc juſt Rewards of his long and faithful Services: He was deſery- 


ce edly beloved of his Country, and eſteemed, though dreaded, 


* by the Enemy; who had often experienced his Conduct and 
& Courage. Being ſhipwreckt on the Rocks of Scilly, in his 


Voyage from Toulon, the 22d of Odleber, 1707, at Night, in 


c the 57th Year of his Age. 


« His Fate was lamented by all; but eſpecially the Sea faring 
« part of the Nation, to whom he was a worthy Example. His 


„Body was flung on the Shore, and buried with others in the 
„ Sands; but being ſoon aſter taken up, was placed under this 


* Monument, which his Royal Miſtreſs has cauſed to be erected, 
to commemorate his ſteady Loyalty, and extraordinary Virtues.” 


MEMOIRS of Srr 8 Rook E, Kut. Vice- 


Admiral, and Lieutenant of the Admiralty of Eng- 
land, and Lieutenaut of the Jleets and Seas of this 


Kingdom, one of Her Majeſty's _ 1 Pri- 
v Council, &c. 


| Lt is a Thing we may n expect, and it is generally 


ſound true, from Experience, that ſuch Perſons as riſe into 
conſiderable Employments, by dint of Merit, and are withal of 
an honourable Deſcent, as they enjoy their Fortunes with leſs En- 


vy, ſo they are, generally ſpeaking, more attached to the Govern- 
ment and Conſtitution of their Country, than thoſe who, by a a 

haſty Riſe from a low Beginning, have ſmall Concern for thoſe 
Eſtabliſnments from which they derive no Honour; and are there- 


fore, more prone to Changes and Revolutions, in which, Men 
of active Parts muſt be always conſiderable. This Truth, was 


never more manifeſt, than in the Conduct of the illuſtrious Per- 


ſon of whom we are now to ſpeak. A Man, who, to heredita- 
ry Honours, added Reputationfounded on perſonal Merit, and who 
repaid the Credit derived to him from his Anceſtors, by the Glo- 


ry reflecting from his Actions. Yet, ſo modeſt withal, that he 
_ coveted Titles as little as Wealth; and after a Life ſpent i in noble 


Atchievements, went to his Grave with a moderate F ortune, 


though he had long enjoy'd ſuch Employments as enabled others 
to raiſe Princely Eftates. 


He was the Son of Sir Milliam Rooke, Knt. of an ancient and 
honourable Family in the County of Kent ; was born in the Year 
1650 : His Father gave him the Education becoming a Gentle- 
man, in which, by the Quickneſs of his Parts, and the Solidity 
of his Judgment, he made an —— Progreſs, —_— 

at 
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that his Father had great Hopes, that he would have diſtinguiſh» 
ed himſelf in an honourable Profeſſion, for which he was in- 
tended. But, as it frequently happens, that Genius gives a 
Bias too ſtrong for the Views even of a Parent to conquer, ſo 
Sir William Rooke, after a fruitleſs Struggle with his Son 
George's Bent to Naval Employment, at laſt gave Way to his 


Inclinations, and ſuffered him to make a Campaign at Sea. His 


firſt Station in the Navy, was that of a Reformade, in which he 


_ diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his undaunted Cou and Indefatigable - 


Application. This quickly acquired him the Poſt of a Lieutenant, 
from whence he roſe to that of a Captain, before he was thirty ; 
| a Thing in thoſe Days thought extraordinary, when no Man, 

Jet his Quality be what it would, was raiſed to that Station, be- 
fore he had given ample Teſtimonies of his being able to fill it 
with Honour. Theſe Preferments he enjoyed under the Reign 
of Charles II. and under that of his Succeſſor, King James, he 


was raiſed to the Command of The Deptford, a Fourth Rate Man 


of War, in which Poſt the Revolution found him . 


_ ApniRAL Herbert diſtinguiſhed him early by ſending him, in ; 


the Year 1689, as Commodore, with a Squadron on the Coaſt of 
Ireland. In this Station, he heartily concurred with Major Ge- 
neral Kirke, in the Relief of Londonderry, aſſiſting in Perſon in 
taking the Iſland in the Lake, which opened a Paſſage for the Re- 
lief of the Town. Soon after, he was employed in convoying 
the Duke of Schomberg's Army, and landed them ſafe near Car- 
rickfergus, facilitated the Siege of that Place, and after it was ta- 


ken, failed with his Squadron along the Coaſt ; where he firſt. 


looked into the Harbour of Dublin, manned all his Boats, and in- 
ſulted the Place where King James was in Perſon; and in the 
Night of the 18th of September, he formed a Deſign of burning 


all the Veſſels in the Harbour ; which he would have certainly 
executed, if the Wind had not ſhifted, ſo as to drive him out ta 
Sca. From thence, he failed to Cork, into which Haven he like- 


wiſe looked, though in the Apprehenfion of the People of Ireland, 
it was the beſt fortified Port in the Iſland ; but Sir Gearge ſoon 
convinced them of the contrary ; for notwichſtanding all the Fire 


from their Batteries, he entered, and took Poſſeſſion of the great 


Iſland; and might have done more, but that his Ships were ſo 


foul, they could ſcarce ſwim ; and his Proviſions grown ſo ſnort, 


that he was obliged to repair to the Downs, where he arrived in 
the middle of October, having acquired great Reputation by his 
Activity and good Service. In the beginning of the Year 1690, 
he 


2 Life of Sir George Rooke, Memoirs of Sir George Rook, M.S. 
Monumental Inicription in the Cathedral Church of Canterbury, 


Complete Hiſtory of Europe forghe 1709, Life of Queen Anne. 
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he was, upon the Recommendation of the Earl of Torrington, ap- 


pointed Rear-Admiral of the Red; and in that Station, ſerved 
in the Fight off Beachy-Head, which happened on the 3oth of 
Fune, the ſame Year ; and notwithſtanding the Misfortune of out 


Arms, which was indiſputably the greateſt we ever met with at 
Sea, Mr. Rooke was allowed to have done his Duty with much 


Reſolution 3 and therefore the Lords and others, appointed to en- 
quire into the Conduct of that Affair, had Orders to examine him 
and Sir ohn Afbby, who in their Account, juſtified their Admi- 


ral, and ſhewed, that the Misfortune happened by their being 
- obliged to fight under vaſt Diſadvantages 


I'r was believed by many, that this would have bcen a Barr to 


his Preferment; but it proved otherwiſe, and he was, immediate- 


ly after, appointed to command the Squadron that convoyed the 
ing to Holland ; and afterwards joined the grand Fleet, under 
the Command of Mr. Ruſſel, who was then Admiral of the Red 


Squadron, and Commander in Chief ; but that Year being ſpent 
without Action, the French declining it, and the Admiral being 
too wiſe a Man to riſk the Fate of his Predeceſſor, by any raſh 
Attempt, Rear-Admiral Rooke had no Opportunity of diſtinguiſn- 
ing himſelf further, than by exactly obeying Orders, and protect- 


ing our Trade; which he did very effectually. In the Spring of 


the ſucceeding Year, he again convoyed King William to Hol- 


land, and was then, or very ſoon after, promoted to the Rank 
of Vice-Admiral of the Blue, in which Station he ſcrved in the 
famous Battle of La Hogue, on the 22d of May, 1692, in which, 


he behaved with great Courage and Conduct, as the Relation pub- 
| liſhed by Admiral Nuſſel, fully ſhews ; and it was owing to his 
- vigorous Behaviour, that the laſt Stroke was given on that impor- 


tant Day, which threw the French entirely into Confuſion, and 
forced them to run ſuch Hazards, in order to ſhelter them- 
ſelves from their victorious Enemies. But, the next Day, which 
was Monday the 23d of May, was for him ſtill more glorious ; 
for Vice-Admiral Rooke had Orders to go into La Hogue, and 
burn the Enemy's Ships as they lay. There were thirteen large 


Men of War, which had crouded as far up as poſſible ; and the 
Tranſports, Tenders, and Ships with Ammunition, were diſpoſ- 


ed in ſuch a Manner, that it was thought impoſſible to burn them. 
Beſides all this, the French Camp was in Sight, with all the 


French and Iriſh Troops that were to have been employed in the 


Invaſion, and ſeveral Batteries upon the Coaſt, well provided 
with 


d Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of Sir George Rooke, and his 
own Account of the Fight off Beachy-Head, in Quarto, | 
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with heavy Artillery. The Vice-Admiral, however, made the 
neceſſary Preparations for obeying his Orders, notwi ing he 
ſaw the Diſpofition made on Shore for his Reception; but when 


he came to make the Attempt, he found it impoſſible to carry in 


the Ships of his Squadron; yet, eventhis did not diſcourage him. He 
ordercd his Light Frigates to ply in cloſe to the Shore ; and having 
manned out all his Boats, went himſelf to give Directions for the 
Attack, burned that very Night ſix three-deck Ships; and the 


next Day, being the 24th, he burnt fix more, from 76 to 60 Guns, 
and over-ſet and deſtroyed the thirteenth, which was a Ship of 


56 Guns, together with moſt of the Tranſports and Ammunition 


eſſels; and this, under the Fire of all thoſe Batteries I have be- 


ſfore- mentioned, in Sight of the French and Iriſh Troops; and 


yet, through the wiſe Conduct of their Commander, this bold 


Action coſt the Lives of no more than ten Men. In order to 


| have a diſtinct Conception of the Merit of this Action, we need 


only caſt our Eyes on the Letter written to their High Mightineſ- 


ſes the States-General, by their Admiral Allemonde, who was 


preſent, and who penned this Letter on the 24th, before Vice- 
Admiral Rooke went the very laſt Time into La Hogue, to burn 


the remaining Ships and Tranſports. It is but natural to believe, 


the Admiral gave the beft Account in his Power, to his Maſters ; 


and we cannot believe he meant to flatter the Engliſb Officer, 


fince it does not appear from his Letter, that he ſo much as knew 
who he was; theſe Circumſtances therefore conſidered, his Epiſ- 
tle may be juſtly looked upon as the moſt authentic Teſtimony 
that can be offered on this Subject e. | 


La Prince, near Cape Barfleur, — 1692, in which Letter, he 
ys, 


« ] came to an Anchor under this Cape, where I have been ſince 

« Yeſterday in the Afternoon, with your High Mightineſſes Squadron, 
* and that of Sir John Aſhby, Admiral of the Engliſh Blue Squadron, 
ce and ſome other Ships of their Britannic Majeſties. At which Time, 


being informed by the Captain of a French Fire- Ship, who was ta- 


à ken Priſoner, that about twelve of the Ships that had fought againſt 
« your High Mightineſſes Squadron, and to which we had given 
«© Chace, were got in among the Rocks, I prepared to go and deſtroy 


„ them. But, as I was realy to put my Deſign in execution, 1 


* found that Admiral Ruſſel had given Orders to the ſame Purpoſe. 


* Preſently, I offered him your High Mightineſſes light Frigates and 


Fire- Ships to aſſiſt his Ships, and immediately gave all neceſſary 
« Orders in caſe he ſhould make uſe of them; but, as yet, I know _ 
| « whether 


Ir 
e This Letter of Admiral Allemonde, was dated from on Den! 
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Affairs; from whence he judged, that ſince the French Squadron 
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Ir was extremely happy for Mr. Roole, that he ſerved a brave 
Prince, who would not take his Informations upon Truſt; but 
red particularly into every Man's Conduct before he puniſh- 

he Behaviour of the Vice-Admiral at La 
Hogue, appeared to him ſo great, and ſo worthy of public Notice, 
that having no Opportunity at that Time of promoting him, he 


ſettled a Penſion of a Thouſand per Annum on him for Life. In 


the Spring of the V ear his Majeſty thought fit to go to Port- 
mouth, as King Charles II. had ſometimes done, to view the Fleet 
and going on Mr. Rooke's Ship, then in the Harbour, din- 


ed with him, and then conferred on him the Honour of Knighthood, 


having a little before, made a grand Naval Promotion, in which he 


was declared Vice-Admiral of the Red; and the Command of the 


Fleet being now put in Commiſſion, Sir George Rooke was entruſted 
with the great Squadron that was to eſcort the Smyrna Fleet,and the 
Joint Admirals received Orders to accom him as far to Sea as 
they ſhould think proper ; after which, his Qions were to take 
the beſt Care of the Fleet he could, and in caſe of any Misfortune, 


to retire into ſome of the Spaniſh Ports, and put himſelf under 


the Protection of their Cannon 4. | 
Ir cannot be ſuppoſed, that Sir George Rooke had any better 
Intelligence than the Admirals, or the Secretaries of State ; and, 


therefore, we ought to aſcribe the great Unwillingneſs he ſhewed 


to part with the grand Fleet ſo ſoon, to his great Skill in Naval 


« whether thoſe Frigates or Fire-Ships were employed or no. All 


« that I can aſſure your High Mightineſſes is, that the ſame Day they 
* took a Reſolution to deſtroy thoſe twelve Ships, they burnt fix of 


 * the biggeſt, being Ships of three Decks; and this Day, the reſt 
* that remained, the leaſt of which carried fixty Pieces of Cannon, 

„ ran the ſame Fate, being burnt with all their Ammunition and Pro- 
„ viſion, together with the fix other ſmaller Veſſels, which they had 


« lightned of their Guns, to try whether it were poſſible to fave em 


„ by towing em any higher; ſo that this Expedition has completed 


& the irreparable Ruin of the Enemy's Fleet. I underſtand, this 


% Day, from a- board Admiral Ruſſel, that Orders are given out to 


« burn the Tranſport- Veſſels, that are in the Bay of La Hogue, to 


the Number of about 500, if it may be done with Safety; but I 


6 fear the Execution of the Enterprize will be very difficult, by rea- 
& ſon of the Shallowneſs of the Water, where theſe Veſſels lie, and 
« the Reſiſtance which may be made from the Land, and therefore, 
leave the Succeſs of the Deſign to Providence. 

4 Life of Sir George Rooke, Complete Hiſtory of Europe, Life 
of King William, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, Burchet, Old- 
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was not at Breſt, it muſt be gone to Toulon ; for which, he 
thought, there could ſcarce be a better Reaſon aſſigned, than their 
Hopes of intercepting the Smyrna Fleet, under his Convoy. 
However he ſailed, as his Duty required; and on the 15th of 
June, being about ſixty ſhort of Cape St. Vincent. he or- 
dered The Lark to ſtretch a- head of his Scouts, into Lagos Bay; 
but, next Day, having confirmed Accounts of the Danger they 


were in, he propoſed in a Council of War, to keep the Wind, or 
lie by all that Night, that ſo a Diſcovery of the Enemy's Strength 


might be made next Morning. But in this, he was over-ruled, 


and it was urged, that the Wind being freſh Northerly, it gave a 


fair Opportunity for puſhing for Cadiz z purſuant to this, the 


Admiral ran along the Shore all Night, with a preſt Sail, and 


forced ſeveral of the Enemy's Ships to cut from their Anchors 


in Lagos Bay. | — 
Tut next Day, when he was with his Fleet off of Villa Nova, 
it fell Calm; and a little after Day-break, ten Sail of the Enemy's 


Men of War, and ſeveral ſmall Ships, were ſeen in the Offing. 


The French no ſooner diſcovered Sir George Rooke, than they 
ſtood away with their Boats a-head, ſetting Fire to ſome, and 
ſinking others of their ſmall Craft; wbich, yet did not hinder 
ſome of them from falling into our Hands, as a Fire-ſhip likewiſe 
did, by falling into the Fleet in the Night. The Crew of this 
Ship being carried on Board the Flag Ship, and examined by the 
Admiral, told him a very plauſible Tale, viz. That the French 
Squadron conſiſted of but 15 Ships of the Line; but, that there 
| were Three Flags, and had with them 46 Merchant-men and 
| Store-ſhips, that were bound either to Toulon, or to join M. 4 
| #ſpees. They ſaid alſo, that the Squadron had been becalmed off 
of the Cape; and that having watered in the Bay, were bound 
directly into the Streights, without any Intention of ſeeing our 
Fleet. This, at firſt, with the haſty Retreat of their Men of 
War in the Morning, and their deſerting and burning their ſmall 


Veſſels, gained a perfect Belief in the Admiral, and the reſt of the 


the Officers ; but afterwards it was judged (and with Reaſon too) 


that that precipitate Retreat was done purpoſely to amuſe us, and 
thereby draw the whole Squadron inſenſibly into the Enemy. A- 


© The French Fleet under Marſhal Tourville, had waited ſome 
time for the Engliſh Smyrna Fleet: they had certainly very early, 
and very exact Intelligence which is much leſs to be wondered at, 
than that this Fleet of French Men of War ſhould remain a Month on 
the Spaniſh Coaſt, without our having any timely Notice of it ; and 
in reality, this was the very point upon the Honſe of Commons 
grounded their Vote of Treachery. 
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bout Noon, the Sca- breeze ſprung up to W. N. W. and N. W. 


and then the Admiral bore away along Shore, upon the Enemy, 


diſcovering their Strength the more, the nearer he came to them, 


and at laſt, counted about 80 Sail; but the Number with which 
: they plyed up to him, was not above 16, with three Flags 


z the 
Admiral, Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and Rear-Admiral of the 
White. [The Vice-Admiral of the Blue ſtood off to Sea, in or- 
der to weather our Squadron, and fall in with the Merchant- 
ſhips, whilft-the Body of their Fleet lay promiſcuouſly to Lee- 
ward of one another, as far as they could be ſeen ; eſpecially their 
biggeſt Ships. About three in the Afternoon, the Dutch Vice- 


Admiral ſent Sir George Reale Advice, that he was. now ſenſible 


of the Fraud, as diſcovering plainly the Enemy's whole Fleet ; but 
that, in his Judgment, the beft Courſe that could be taken, was, 
by all means to avoid fighting. Sir George differed with him in 
that Point, and had actually diſpoſed all Things for engaging the 


Enemy - but reflecting that he ſhould take upon himſelf the whole 
Blame of this Aﬀair, if he fought contrary to the Dutch Admi- 


ral's Sentiments, he brought to, -and then ſtood off with an eaſy 


Sail, and at the ſame Time diſpatched The Sheerneſs, with Or- 


ders to the ſmall Ships that were on the Coaſt, to endeavour ta 


get along Shore in the Night, and ſave themſelves in the Spani/b 
orts; which Advice, as it was well given, ſo it was happily 
purſued, no leſs than fifty getting into Cadiz only f. 
L have already given fo large an Account of this Affair, as well 
from foreign Writers, as our own, that I think it needleſs to ſay 
more here, except as to the perſonal Conduct of the Vice-Admiral. 
His whole Squadron conſiſted but of twenty-three Ships of War; 
of theſe, thirteen only were Engliſh, eight Dutch, and two Ham- 
burghers. The Fleet of Merchant-men under his Convoy, was 


compoſed of four hundred Sail, of all Nations, though the greater 


Part were Engliſb Ships. The Fleet under M. Tourville, con- 
ſiſted of 120 Sail, of which ſixty four were of the Line, and 
eighteen three-deck Ships; yet, Sir George Rooke ſaved all the 
Men of War, for he brought twelve of them to K:»/aie, and the 
other got into Cadiz; and he likewiſe brought back * 

5 N ſixty 


„ The bet Account we had of this unlucky Buſineſs, was, by a 


Letter from Captain Littleton, Commander of the Factor of Smyrna ; 


which, I take it, was aa hired Man of War; that is, a Merchant- 


man turned into a Man of War, to ſtrengthen the Convoy. His Let- 
ter gave the Merchants ſome Conſolation, becauſe he not only aſſured 
them, that himſelf, and between forty and fifty more Ships, were ſafe 


at Cadiz; bur that the Admiral was eſcaped, and had carried off a 


great Part of the Fleet, 
Vol. IV, * 
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. fixty Merchant- men; and having ſent The Lark, with Advice of 
his Misfortune, he afterwards proceeded from K:nſale, with the 
largeſt Ships to join the grand Fleet. One Thing, indeed, is very 

remarkable, with reſpect to this Tranſaction, viz. That, while 
in France the People in general charged their Admirals with not 

making the moſt of their Advantage, and the Admirals themſelves 


charged each other with Want of Conduct and Neglect of Duty, 


there was not ſo much as a ſingle Reflection made upon Sir George 
| Rooke's Behaviour; but, on the contrary, he was ſaid in the 


Dutch Garzettes, to have gained more Reputation by his Eſcape, 


than accrued to the French by their Conqueſt. On his Return 


home, the Merchants gave him their Thanks; the King pro- 


moted him from being Vice-Admiral of the Blue, to Vice-Ad- 
miral of the Red; and ſoon after, as a further Mark of his Fa- 
vour and Confidence, made him one of the Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty ; and before the Cloſe of the Year, 1694, raiſed 
him again from being Vice-Admiral of the Red, to the Rank of 
Admiral of the Blue *: oe 
| in the Month of May, 1695, Admiral Roole commanded the 


Squadron which convoyed the King to Holland ; and in the Au- 
tumn of the ſame Year, being then Admiral of the White, he was 
alſo appointed Admiral and Commander in Chief in the Mediter- 


ranean, having a Fleet of ſeventy Men of War and Merchant- 


Ships, under. his Care ; and, having very ſucceſsfully executed 


this Commiſſion, he remained ſeveral Months in the Mediter- 


ranean, with a very ſmall Force, where, nevertheleſs, he made 


a Shift to preſerve our Trade from the Inſults of the Enemy ; and, 


at length receiving Orders to return, he executed them with ſo 
much Prudence, that he arrived ſafely on the Engliſp Coaſt, on 


| the 22d of April, 1696, to the great Joy and Satisfaction of the 


We muſt not imagine, however, that Sir George eſcaped all 
Trouble in this Affair; on the contrary, he was examined at the Bar 
of the Houſe of Commone, and that very ſtrictly, though he was ſo 
very ill, that he could ſcarce ſtand upon his Fect ; and, therefore, was 
at laſt allowed a Chair. He ſaid, that when he parted from the grand 
Fleet, he had a very briſk Gale of Wind, which drove him directly 


upon the Enemy, and retarded the Advice-Boats that were ſent after 


him, with Intelligence and Orders to return. He ſaid further, that 
if his Opinion had not been over-ruled he might very probably have 
paſſed the Enemy in the Night, and then a few only, of the heavieſt 
Sailors, could have fallen into the Enemy's Hands. Yet, he added, 
that he did not ſuſpect he was over-ruled by the Majority of Votes in 
the Council of War, from any bad Deſign, or want of Zeal in the 
Commanders ; but from their not giving Credit to his Suſpicion, 
that it was the whole French Fleet in Lagos-Bay, 
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Nation in general, which was much alarmed, left the French 
Fleet at Toulon, ſhould come up with him, to which he was vaſtly 
inferior in Strength. Soon after his Arrival, he took upon him 
the Command of the Fleet, had Orders to proceed to the Sound- 
ings, and to lie in ſuch a Station, as he ſhould judge moſt proper 
for preventing the French Fleet from getting into any Port of 
France; but receiving Intelligence, that the Toulon Squadron was 
got ſafe into Breſt, and the largeſt Ships in the Fleet being very 
foul, he thought fit to return, agreeable to his Inſtructions, and 


put into Torbay. There, the Fleet being re- inforced to eighty-five 


Sail of the Line, Sir George Rooke formed the glorious Project of 
burning the whole French Fleet, or forcing them to take Shelter 
in the Harbour of Bre/?, while we bombarded all the adjacent 
Coaſts ; but, while he was meditating this great Deſign, he re- 
ceived Orders to return to London, and attend his Duty at the 


Board; yet, fo deſirous he was of being in Action, and ſo tho- 


roughly perſuaded of the Poſſibility of the Thing, that, upon his 


coming to Town, he propoſed the Matter to the Duke of Shrew/ſ- 
Jury, who approved it, but found it requiſite to lay his Project 


before the Privy-Council, where it was conſidered, till the Sea- 
ſon for putting it in Execution was entirely over, and then de- 


clared a very prudent, well-concerted Meaſure, and another Ad- 


miral blamed, for not doing what he would willingly have done; 
but that the Captains of the Fleet were unanimouſly of Opinion, 
that it was too late in the Year to think of attempting an Expe- 


dition of ſuch Importance l. 


ADMIRAL Ruſſel, in the Spring of the Year 1697, being de- 


clared Earl: of Orford, and placed at the Head of the Admiralty, 


with a kind of abſolute Command, his Preſence was thought 
ſo neceſſary there, that Sir George Rooke was appointed Admiral 


and Commander in Chief of the Fleet, which put to Sea in a very 
indifferent Condition, being but half manned, and ſcarce half 
victualled, towards the latter End of June; as the French avoid- 


ed fighting, Sir George found it impoſſible to do any Thing 


very conſiderable ; and yet this Summer's Expedition gained 
him no ſmall Reputation, and that from an Action, bold in its 
ſelf, but withal ſtrictly juſt, 7 very beneficial to the Nation. 


2 Fer, 


h The Reader will find this Project of Sir George Rooke's, and a 
large Account of this Affair, by turning to the Naval Operations of 


the Year in which it happened, in our former Volume; and from 


thence he will eaſily collect, that Sir George Rooke was cautious on- 
ly, when he wanted a proper Strength, and that no Admiral was more 


active, or more vigorous than he, when ever ſuch a Force was under 
his Command. 
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For, as he was cruizing off the French Coaſt, he met with a large 
Fleet of Swediſb Merchant-men, and having obliged them to 
bring to, and ſubmit to be ſearched, he found juft Grounds to 
believe, that their Cargoes belonged moſt of them to French Mer- 
chants ; upon which, he ſent them under the Convoy of ſome 
Frigates, into Plymouth. This made a great Noiſe, the Swe- 


diſb Miniſter interpoſed, and ſome of our Stateſmen were inclin- 


ed to diſapprove Sir George's Conduct i. But, as he was a Man, 


not 


1 We have the whole of this Matter ſet in a clear Light, in a ſmall 


Quarto Pamphlet, of two Sheets, entitled, A ſhort Account of the true 


State of the Caſe of the Swediſh Merchant-Fleet, lately brought 


upon their Voyage from France, by Admiral Rooke, and ſent into 


Plymouth. : 
The Account given in this Pamphlet, of the Fraud, runs thus, 
% The Swede did build a Ship, of more or leſs Tons, on his own Ac- 
% count; whereupon, he could ſafely make Oath before the Magi- 
« ftrate, that the ſame Ship was his own, and did really belong to him, 


* and was built at his _ Coft and Charges; and thereupon, 


« he obtained a Paſs for the ſaid Ship, as being a Swediſh Ship, built 


* in Swedeland, and belonging to one of that King's Subjects. This 


„ being done, the Swede ſold and tranſported the very ſame Ship, to 


« a Dutch Lubeck, or Hamburgh-Merchant ; who, in conſideration 


& of the other's Service, did give him one Quarter, or eighth Part 
* (as they could beſt agree upon) in the ſaid Ship, on Condition, that 


 * the Swede ſhould always provide new Paſles, as often as there 


% ſhould be Occaſion for them; and, that the ſaid Ship ſhould always 
1 go under the Swede's Name, and by that means, traffic unmoleſted 
to, and with France; which Practice, the Swede flattered himſelf 


« that he might ſecurely enough continue, without acting thereby a- 


* Country, to make Oath a-freſh for every other Voyage, for get- 


ting of new Paſſes, becauſe the firſt Oath will ſuffice for good and 
* all. So, that by this mental Reſervation, the Swede could obtain 
« as many Paſſes as he pleaſed, and for all that, his Conſcience not 
concerned in the leaſt thereby. Nay, by the Proofs made againſt 
the ſaid Swediſh Fleet, taken from their own Hand-writings, 


Books and Letters, now under Examination in the Court of Admi- 
ralty, it does manifeſtly appear, that, to take off all Suſpicion, and 


to obviate all Objections and Dangers that might befal ſuch a Ship, 


de the Foreign Merchant ordered the Swede to make a Bill of Sale of 
© the Ship, in the Swede's own Name, though he had not the leaſt 
% Right to the ſaid Ship, nor did any Part therein belong to him. 
1% Another Artifice has alſo been uſed, the more eaſily to obtain the 
«* Paſles in Stockholm, viz. Some of thoſe Foreign Merchants ſent 


= their 


« oainſt his Conſcience, or committing the leaſt Perjury by ſo doing; 
Io being no Occaſion, according to the Cuſtom and Laws of that 
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not apt to take raſh Steps, and conſequently, ſeldom in the 
wrong, he was not of a Temper to be ſrightned from his 
Duty, or to be brought to deſiſt from any Thing he took to be 
right. Sir George, therefore, inſiſted that the Matter ſhould be 
brought to a fair Trial, before the Court of Admiralty ; where, 
upon the cleareſt Evidence, it appeared, that theſe Swediſh Ships 
were freighted by French Merchants, partly with French Goods, 
but chiefly with Indian Merchandize, which had been taken out 
of Engliſh and Dutch Ships; and, that the Swedes had no fur- 


ther Concern therein, than as they received tro per Cent. by 
way of Gratification, for lending their Names, procuring Paſſes, 


and taking other neceſſary Precautions for ſcreening the French 


Merchants Effects; fo, that the whole of this rich Fleet was 


adjudged to be good Prize; and the Clamours that had been 
raiſed againſt Sir George Rooke, were converted into general Ap- 


TS: Hex 


© their Servants thither to be made Burghers, pro forma ; and by this 


* means they procured the Paſſes, although ſuch Servant had neither 


«© Eſtate nor Money for himſelf, but was ſupplied by his Maſter, 
„who lived either in Holland, or Lubeck, or Hamburgh, or elſe- 


« where, upon whoſe Account this glorious Trade was carried on.“ 
k We may eaſily gueſs at the Evidence upon which theſe Ships 
were declared lawful Prize, from the following Letter of Inſtruc- 
tion, written by a French Merchant to John Conrad Doberik, dated 
July 26, 1696. 7 %%% 
wt thank you, that you will help Martin Francen. I have 
% bought a Fly-boat here, of 230 Tons, for a good Friend, and 
„ would gladly let her fail under your Name, on Condition that you 
* ſhould have a certain Profit for it; and aſſuring myſelf, that you 
“will not refuſe me, ſeeing it can be done without Prejudice to you. 
© I have cauſed the Bill of Sale to be made in your Name, viz, 
4% That I have bought the ſaid Ship for your Account and Adventure. 
„ Now, I would fain have a Skipper come from Stockholm, who 
« js a Burgher there; and I judge it to be neceſlary, firſt, that a No- 
« tary's Bill of Sale be ſent over; 2dly, That a Declaration be made 
«© before a Notary, and Witneſſes, that the ſaid Ship doth belong to 


«© you. 3dly, That you write a Letter to the Magiſtrate of Stock- 
% holm, to grant you a Paſs; and 4thly, To write a Letter to Mr. 
«© Conrad, to ſend ſuch a Maſter with a Paſs, with Order to follow 


« my Direction whilſt you are in Spain. When you come hither, 


* we ſhall agree what you ſhall have for each Paſs, that you ſhall 


* ſend for here. The Declaration before a Notary, I ſhall ſend you 
* to ſign, and the Witneſſes who ſubſcribe, ſhall be Luke William- 
don, Marcus Begman, and the Broker; they not knowing — 

| Cr — 
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He was again ordered to Sea, though it was very late 
in the Year, and continued on the French Coaſts till to- 
wards the Month of October, making ſuch Detachments as 
were neceſſary for ſecuring our own homeward-bound Trade, 
and that of the Dutch ; which he performed very ſucceſs- 
fully, as the Gazettes of that Nation gratefully acknow- 
| ledge ; and the Campaign and the War ending together, he 

gave the neceſſary Orders for laying up the great Ships, and 
then returned to Town, where he was received with equal Sa- 
tisfaction by all Parties, having, as yet, done little to diſoblige 
thoſe who afterwards perſecuted him with the utmoſt Spight. 
This was chiefly owing to his Conduct in Parliament; for be- 
ing next Year elected Member for Portſmouth, and Voting 
moſtly with thoſe that were called Tories, great Pains were 
taken to ruin him, in the King's Opinion; but to the immortal 
Honour of King William, when preſſed to remove Sir Gearge 
Rooke, from his Seat at the Admiralty-Board, he anſwered plain- 
Iy, Iwill net. Sir George Rooke ſerved me faithfully at Sea, 
and I will never diſplace him, for acting as he thinks moſt for 

the Service of his Country, in the Houſe of Commons, An An- 
Jer truly worthy of a Britiſb Prince, as it tends to preſerve the 

Freedom of our Conſtitution, and the Liberty of Parliaments. | 
The whole Year 1699, was ſpent in Peace, ſo that Sir George 
Rooke had Leiſure to attend his Duty in Parliament; which he 
did with very great Conſtancy, and behaved there as he thought 
became him; but was very rarely a Speaker, though not at all 

Deficient in that particular, as appeared when he was heard at 
the Bar, on the Buſineſs of the Smyrna Fleet, in 1693. But, in 
the Spring of the Year, 1700, a War broke out in the North, 
Which had like tohave overturned the Ballance of Power in that Part 
of Europe, through a ſhameful Confederacy, formed againſt Charles 
XII. of Sweden, then in a Manner a Child, which moved King Wil- 
liam to ſend a Fleet thither to his Aſſiſtance; which was, undoubted- 
Jy, the wiſeſt foreign Meaſure in that whole Reign; and, as it was 
well concerted, ſo it was very prudently and happily executed; for 

Sir George Rooke, who was entruſted with the Command of 
the combined Fleet of the Maritime Powers, did their Bu- 
neſs effectually, by ſuccouring the Swedes, without oppreſſing 
the Danes; as I have ſhewn in its proper Place, and have re- 
marked, that the King of Sweden, upon this Occaſion, ue 8 
noble 


F* wiſe, but that I bought the Ship for your Account; in this Man- 


ner, no Paſs can be denied, and when once a Paſs is taken out, one 
L may always be had, &c.” 
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noble Inftance of his early Genius, by penetrating Sir George 
Rooke's Orders, from the — his Cendug b. 

SIR George Rooke was elected in the New Parliament of 
1701, for the Town of Portſmouth ; which was not then con- 
ſidered in that Light in which Navy Boroughs have ſince ſtood ; 
ik it had, they would have obliged the Court in their Mem- 
bers. Biſhop Burnet tells us, that though the Miniſtry had a 
clear Majority, in whatever related to the King's Buſineſs, yet 
the Activity of the angry Side was ſuch, that they had a Ma- 
jority in chooſing the Speaker, and in determining controverted 

ions. The Truth of the Matter was, the Miniſtry per- 
ſuaded the King to abett the Intereſt of Sir Thomas Littleton, 
againſt Rebert Harley, Eſq; afterwards the famous Earl of Ox- 
ford; and with this View, his Majeſty ſpoke to Sir George 
Rozke, Sir Charles Hedges, and ſeveral other Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion, in favour of Sir Thomas ; which, however, had not the 
deſired Effect, fince they Voted for Mr. Harley, who was ac- 
cordingly placed in the Chair. I mention this to ſhew the 

Steadineſs of Sir George Rooke, and to prove, that he was a 
Man who acted upon Principle, and was not governed in his 

political Conduct, by Hopes or Fears n. Yet, Sir George was 

for the War againſt France, and for carrying it on vigorouſly 3 
and, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter, he was uniform in his Con- 
duct, though he had the Misfortune to be cenſured for want of 
Vigour, merely becauſe he ſhewed too ſtrong an Inclination that 
way. T do nat fay this from any liking I have to the main- 
taining Paradoxes, or playing with Words; but becauſe I take 
it to be the fair 'Truth, and that I could not expreſs it otherwiſe, 
without doing his Memory Injuſtice n. . 

Urox the Acceſſion of Queen Anne, in 1702, Sir George 
was conſtituted Vice-Admiral, and Lieutenant of the Admiralty 
of England, as alſo, Lieutenant of the Fleets and Seas of this 
Kingdom; and, upon the Declaration of War againſt France, 
it was Reſolved, Sir George Rooke ſhould command the 
- 1 895 P 4 Fleet 


1 Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of King William, Memoirs of Sir 
George Rooke, &. Es „ 
m It was certainly wrong in the King to interfere in this Matter at 
all, becauſe he ran too great a Riſk, in Caſe of a Diſappointment; 
aud Experience will always ſhew, that, in the End, ſuch Princes are 
ſafeſt, and moſt happy, that ſuffer the Machine of Government to 
roll on, according to its Natural Canſtruction, without tampering at 
all ; which ſerves only to ſpoil it. | ; 
* The Reader, if he conſults Burnet's Hiſtory, and compares it 
with Oldmixon's, will be convinced of the Truth af what I fay, 
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Fleet ſent againſt Cadiz, his Grace the Duke of Ormonde | 


having the Command of the Land-Forces. I ſhall not enter 
into the Hiſtory of that Expedition, becauſe I have already 
given the beſt Account of it that was in my Power ; I ſhall 
only ſay here, that when it appeared to be a Thing very difh- 
cult, if not impracticable, for the Land-Forces to make them- 
ſelves Maſters of it, Sir George Rooke propoſed bombarding it; 
which occaſioned a long Repreſentation from the Prince of Heſſe 
Darmſtadt, ſetting forth, that ſuch a Proceeding would entirely 
alienate the Affection of the Spaniards from the Houſe of Au- 
ria; and as Sir George could not but diſcern the Inconſiſtency 
of this Method with the Manifcſto publiſhed in the Duke of 


| Ormond:'s Name, and his own, he was prevailed upon to deſiſt; 


and when he had done this, he judged it beſt to return Home, 
both with the Fleet and Army; the Land and Sea-Officers con- 


Curring, in that Reſpect, with him in Opinion, excepting only 


the Duke of Ormonde, and Baron Sparr, who proteſted againſt 
it. Upon this Opinion, for returning Home, the Charge was 
Founded againſt him, for want of Vigour, whereas, nothing 
can be more clear, than that Sir George inclined to act more vi- 

4 than his Inſtructions would permit; and therefore when 
he ſaw that nothing could be done Abroad, thought it the 
wiſeſt Way to come Home. Of this, he was certainly the beſt 


Judge, ſince he had been often in thoſe Parts before, and knew 


very well, if once the Spaniards took a Reſolution, fair Worda 
would not go far towards making them alter it 2. | 


Ox the 19th of 4ugu/?, 1702, the Fleet failed, and had for 
ſeveral Days, a fair, but very gentle Wind; and in their Paſ- 


ſage Home, the Admiral, on the 6th of October, received an 
Account from Captain Hardy, that the Galleons, under the 
Eſcort of a ſtrong French Squadron, were got into the Harbour 


of Vigo; upon which, Sir George reſolved to attack them; and 


Having declared this Reſolution the next Day in a Council of 
Flag - Officers, they concurred with him, and it was unani- 
mouſlly reſolved to put it in Execution; accordingly the Fleet 


ſailed for Vigo, and on the 11th of October, came before the 


Harbour of Redondcllo, where the French Commodore, to do 
him Juſtice, had neglected nothing that was neceſſary, for put- 
ting the Place into the beſt Poſture of Defence; which however, 
did not ſignify much, for a Detachment of fifteen Engliſh, and 

ten Dutch Men of War of the Line of Battle, and all the 


| Fire-ſhips, were ordered in, the Frigates and Bomb-Veſſels 


eat 


were to follow the Rear of the Detachment, and the gre 
hips 


* Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of Queen Anne. 


3 ; 


. ; 


the Ships deſtroyed or taken; prodigious done 
the . and vaſt Wealth acquired by . . 
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Ships were to move after them, while the Army was to land 
near Rodondells. The whole Service was performed under Sir 


Geerge's Directions, with admirable Conduct and Bravery ; all 
to 
TR 


wards, the Duke of Ormonde, and Sir George Rooke, though he 


was much indiſpoſed with the Gout, congratulated each other 
on this glorious Succeſs, and then continued their Voyage Home, 
arriving ſafely in the Downs on the 17th of Navember ; and the 


Admiral ſoon after came up to London? 
WHILE the Fleet and Army were thus employed Abroad, 


her Majeſty had thought fit to call a new Parliament at Home, to 


meet on the 20th of October; of which Parliament, Sir George 


was, in his Abſence, choſen a Member for Portſmouth ; and, as 
ſoon as he came to take his Seat in the Houſe, the Speaker was 
directed to return him Thanks; which he did in the following 


Terms. 
„S GrorGE Rookx, = 
„ You are now returned to this Houſe, after a moſt glorious 


% Exn<cition; Her Majeſty began her Reign, with a Declarati- 


« on, that her Heart was truly Engliſb, and Heaven hath made 


© her Triumph over the Enemies of England; for this, Thanks = 
© hath been returned in a moſt ſolemn Manner to Almigh 
4 God: There remains yet, a Debt of Gratitude to thoſe who 


ec have been the Inſtruments of ſo wonderful a Victory (the 


c Duke of Ormonde and Yourſelf, who had the Command of the 


& Sea and Land Forces.) In former Times, Admirals and Ge- 
& nerals have had Succeſs againſt France and Spain ſeparately ; 
< but this Action at Vigo hath been a Victory over them confe- 


4 derated together: You have not only ſpoiled the Enemy, but 
cc enriched your own Country; common Victories bring Ter- 
“ rors to the conquered ;- but you brought Deſtrution upon 


& them, and additional Strength to England. France hath en- 


ce deavoured to ſupport its Ambition by the Riches of India; 
c your Succeſs, Sir, hath only left them the Burthen of Spain, 


& and ſtripped them of the Aſſiſtance of it. The Wealth of 
& Spain, and Ships of France, are, by this Victory, brought o- 


“ ver to our juſter Cauſe. This is an Action fo glorious in the 
Performance, and ſo extenſive in its Confequence, that, as all 
„Times 


y Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for 1702, Life of Queen Anne, 


Burchet, Burnet, the London-Gazette, &c. 


2 See Chandler's Debates, Memoirs of Sir George Rooke, Life of 
| Queen Anne, | 


11 
1 a 
. x] 
*$5 
k 
_ 
L 
4 
; 4 
4) 
* 
po 
x 
4 
\! 
7 
9 
£ 
* 
1 
4 . 
ö 


-- 


234 MEMOIRS / : 
Times will preſerve the Memory of it, ſo every Day will in- 
* ſormuus of the Benefit. | 

No doubt, Sir, but in France, you are written in remark- 
<< able Characters, in the Black Liſt of thoſe who have taken 
* French Gold; and tis Juſtice done to the Duke of Ormonde, 


C and your Merit, that ſhould ſtand recorded in the Regiſters of 
& this Houſe, as the ſole Inſtrument of this glorious Victory; 


<< therefore, this Houſe came to the following Reſolution, 


© RecoLveD, Nemine contradicente, That the Thanks of 


this Houſe be given to the Duke of Ormonde, and Sir George 
«© Rooke, for the great and _ Service performed by them, 


<< for the Nation, at Sea and z which Thanks I now re- 
t turn You”. ; 


To this, Sir George Ryooke anſwered, 
«© Mx. Speaker, 


lam now under great Difficulty, how to expreſs myſelf on 
e this very great Occafion : I think my ſelf very happy, that, in 
© Zeal and Duty to your Service, it hath been my good Fortune 
© to be the Inſtrument of that which may deſerve your Notice, 
„and, much more, the Return of your Thanks. I am ex- 


„ tremely ſenſible of this great Honour, and ſhall take all 
„ the Care I can, to preſerve it to my Grave, and convey 


te jt to my Poſterity, without Spot or Blemiſh, by a con- 


* ſtant Affection, and zealous Perſeverance in the Queen's, 
&« and your Service. Sir, No Man hath the Command of 
Fortune, but every Man hath Virtue at his Will; and 


* though I may not always be ſucceſsful, in your Service, as up- 


on this Expedition, yet I may preſume to aſſure, I ſhall never 
«© be more faulty, == FI 3 

I muſt repeat my Inability to expreſs my ſelf upon this Oc- 
c caſion; but, as I have a due Senſe of the Honour this Houſe 


<< hath been pleaſed to do me, I ſhall always retain a due and 


* grateful Memory of it. And, though my Duty and Allegiance 
are ſtrong Obligations upon me, to do my beſt in the Service 
“ of my Country, I ſhall always take this, as a particular Tye 
upon me, to do Right and Juſtice to your Service, upon all 
« Occaſions”. 8 IG 

Bur, notwithſtanding the Queen's having celebrated this Acti- 
on by a Day of Thankſgiving ; that her Example had been imita- 
ted by the States-General ; this Thanks of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and the Queen's giving a Seat to Sir George Rooke in the 
Privy-Council, it was Reſolved to enquire into his Conduct, in 
the Houſe of Lords, the Reaſon of which, is very candidly given 


by 
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by Biſhop Burnet ; he tells us, that the Duke of Ormonde was 
extremely Angry with Sir George Rooke ; had complained loudly 


of his Behaviour at Cadiz, upon his return Home; and, though - 
he was afterwards ſoftned, that is, in the Biſhop's Opinion, by 
being made Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, yet, he had ſpoken of 


the Matter to ſo many Lords, that it was impoſſible to avoid an 


Enquiry, though he might not then defire it. A Committee 
was accordingly appointed by the Houſe of Lords, to examine 
into the whole Affair; and they did it very effectually, by not 
only conſidering the Inſtructions, and other Papers relating to the 


Cadiz Expedition; but, by ſending for Sir George Rooke, and the 
principal Sea and Land-Officers, all of whom were very ſtrictly 
examined. In his Defence, the Biſhop admits, that Sir George 
arraigned his Inſtructions very freely, and took very little Care of 


a Miniftry, which, according to the Prelate's Account, took ſo much 


Care of him. The Truth of the Matter was, Sir George ſet the 


whole Affair in its proper Light. He ſhewed, that throughout the 
whole Expedition, the Enemy had great Advantages. For, if it was 
conſidered on the peaceable Side, they had a King of Spain, cal- 
led to the Succeſſion by the Will of the laſt King, and acknow- 


ledged by the beſt Part of the Nation; whereas, the Allies had 


not then ſet up any other King, but invited the Spaniards in ge- 
neral Terms, to ſupport the Intereſt of the Houſe of 4u/tria ; 


which, was very inconſiſtent with the Temper and Genius of a 


Nation always diſtinguiſhed for their Loyalty. That, on the 


Side of War, the Inſtructions ſeemed to contradict themſelves ; 
for, whereas, they were empowered to uſe Hoſtilities, the Decla- 


ration promiſed Peace and Protection. That conſequently, who- 


ever executed thefe Inſtructions, would be liable either to a Charge 


of ſhewing too much Pity and Concern for thoſe People, or, of 


not acting vigorouſly in the Support of the Common Cauſe ; 
and Sir George obſerved, that by endeavouring to avoid giving 


Grounds for either, he had drawn upon himſelf both theſe Char- 


ge For, whereas, he inclined to gentle Methods, when they 
rſt came before the Place, the Conſtruction given to this, was, 


that he intended only to amuſe, and make a Shew ; but, that 


finding this Indulgence had no Effect, and, that after the Out- 
rages committed at Port St. Maries, there was nothing to be ho- 
ped for from the Spaniards, he propoſed Bombarding the Place ; 
which muſt have ſucceeded, but that the Prince of Heſſe Darm- 
Hadt, proteſted againſt this, as an Action that would alienate the 
People entirely from the Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria ; he 
then thought that, as fair Means would do nothing, and Force 


Was not to be tried, the only Meaſure left, was, to return home. 
The Committee made their Report, and the Houſe paſſed a Vote, 


which | 
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which fully juſtified Sir George Reoke's Conduct, the Duke think- 


| * proper to be abſent upon that Occaſion”. 


N the Year 1703, Sir George Rooke was again at Sea, but 
waited ſo long for the Dutch, that the Scheme, which was of his 
own projecting, became impraQticable ; and, as he was reſtrain- 


ed from ſailing, when he deſired, by Orders from the Lord High 
Admiral, ſo he had Orders for failing, when he thought the pro- 
per Time paſt ; which, however, he obeyed, and continued for 


about a Month upon the French Coaſts ; and having greatly a- 


larmed them, returned back with the Fleet, having done leſs, 
| Indeed, than he could have wiſhed ; but, not leſs than might have 
been expected from a Fleet in ſuch a Condition as his was, fail- 
ing ſo late in the Year. His Enemies, indeed, faid then, as they 

ſaid often, that he intended to do nothing; which can ſcarce be 


believed, ſince he was extremely ill when he took the Command 


upon him; growing worſe, deſired to reſign it; but afterwards, 


finding himſelf better, put to Sea. This, certainly, looked as if 
he had the Expedition much at Heart ; for, though ſome Men 
trifle with the Affairs of their Country, yet, never any Man who 
had common Senſe, ever played the . ool with his own Health 
and Safety. On his return, Sir George had a ſevere Fit of the 


Gout, which obliged him to go down to Bath; and then it was 


given out, that he did this, becauſe he was laid aſide. But the 


contrary very ſpeedily appeared; Party- Meaſures were not yet ſo 


ſtrongly ſupported, as to produce any Event like this; and, there- 


fore upon his coming to 'Town again, Sir George was as well re- 

ceived at Court as ever, ſtood in the ſame Light with his Royal 

* * the Lord High Admiral, and was ſoon after employed in 
2 


tation worthy of his Character, and of the high Poſts he had 


' # The matt notural Account of the Duke's Bebavicur is het when 


he faw the Unreaſonableneſs of his own Heat, and the Juſtice of the 
Admiral's Sentiments, clearly made out, he was aſhamed of the Trou- 


ble he had given the Houſe, and as a Man of honour, retired, that 
his Preſence might not put any of his Friends under Difficulties. It 
muſt be likewiſe obſerved, that the Houſe of Lords was not at all 


diſpoſed to favour Rooke's Party, but rather the Contrary, as appears 


by the whole Proceedings of that Seffion ; ſo that nothing can be 
more partial than to aſcribe this Vote to Partiality. | 


A have given a full Account of this Matter in the former Volume, 


and therefore it is unneceſſary to detain the Reader long upon it here. 
I cannot, however, help intimating, that there ſeems to be ſome Se- 


| eret at the Bottom of this Undertaking ; with which, hitherto, the 
World is not throughly acquainted, and therefore cannot ſo perfectly 


Judge of che Admirals Condue. 


* © es 1 Dir hag 
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accordingly did *. 
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A Reſolution having been taken by the Britiſþ Miniſtry, to 
ſend over King Charles III. of Spain, on board our Fleet ; in the 
Spring of the Year 1704, Sir George Rooke was made Choice of 
to command the Ships of War employed for that Purpoſe ; and 
he ſhewed himſelf extremely active and vigilant in this Service. 
He was at Portſmouth in the Beginning of the Month of Febru- 
ary, where he did every Thing that could be expected from him, 
to haſten the Expedition ; but, finding that the Dutch were back- 
ward in ſending the Ships that were to have joined the Fleet, and 
that the King was extremely eager to be gone, he very generouſly 
made a Propoſal for the Furtherance of that Deſign ; which, 
ſhews him to have been as hearty as any Admiral then living; 
for he offered to proceed with his Catholic Majeſty, without waiti 
for the Dutch, if he could have Aſſurance given him, that he ſhould 
have proper Aſſiſtance ſent after him to Liſbon; and this Aſſu- 
rance was no more than putting Sir Cloudeſley Shovel at the Head 
of that Reinforcement. This Propoſition was accepted, and Sir 


George ſailed on the 12th of February, from St. Helen's, and con- 
tinued his Voyage ſo happily to Liſbon, that he arrived there ſafe- 


ly on the 25th; the King of Spain expreſſing the higheſt Satiſ- 
faction in reſpe& to the Admiral's Conduct, and the Zeal and 


Diligence he had ſhewn in his Service. That this proceeded en- 


tirely from Sentiments of Public Spirit, and not from any Views 
of ingratiating himſelf with that Monarch, or any other foreign 
Prince, is evident from Sir George's refuſing to gratify the Kings 
of Spain and Portugal, in a Point of Ceremony which he thought 


injurious to the Honour of the Britiſb Flag, of which we have 
given a large Account in the former Volume; and yet, neither 


of the Kings took this at all amiſs, but treated him with the ſame 


| Regard and Eſteem as before. When the Expedition againſt Bar- 


celona was ſet on Foot, Sir George Rooke immediately concurred 


to the utmoſt of his Power, and the Fleet arrived ſafely before 


that City in the Beginning of May; the Troops on board were 


with great Difficulty, made up 2000 Men, by Voluntiers from 


the Fleet; and yet, with this Handful of Forces, the Place might 
poſſibly have been taken, if the Partizans of the Houſe of Au/?ria, 
inſtead of holding private Conſultations, had taken ſome vigorous 


Reſolution, and executed it immediately; but - met ſo often, 


and to fo little Purpoſe, that King Philip's Vice-Roy, diſcovered 
the Deſign, and arreſted the Perſons who were at the Head of it ; 

Which deſtroyed the whole Affair, and engaged the Prince of 
Heſſe to delire the Admiral to re-imbark the Troops, which he 


AFTER 
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AFTER the Attempt on Barcelona, the Admiral, though not 
joined by the Reinforcement from England, chaſed the Breſt 
Squadron into Toulon; and having afterwards paſſed through the 
| Streights- Mouth, joined Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, with the Fleet un- 

der his Command, off Lagos; and continued cruizing for about a 
Month, in Expectation of Orders from home, or from the Court 
of Spain. On the 17th of July, being in the Road of Tetuan, 
a Council of War was called, in which ſeveral Schemes were 
examined, but found to be impraQticable ; at laſt Sir George 
Rooke propoſed the attacking of Gibraltar, which was agreed to, 
and immediately put in Execution ; for, the Fleet arriving there 
on the 21ſt of the ſame Month, the Troops, which were but 1800 
Men, were landed the ſame Day ; the Admiral gave the Signal 
for cannonading the Place on the 22d, and by the glorious Cou- 
rage of the Engliſh Seamen, the Place was taken on the 24th, as 
the Reader will ſee by Sir George Rooke's own Account , which 


This is to be found in the London Gazette, No. 4045, and, who- 
ever conſiders the Conſequence of this Action, and compares it with 
the Modeſty of Sir George Rooke's Expreſſions, will need no other 
Character of the Man. | | TY 3 
The 17th of July, the Fleet being then about ſeven Leagues to the 
Eaſtward of Tetuan, a Council of War was held on Board The Royal 
Catherine, wherein it was reſolved to make a ſudden Attempt upon 
Gibraltar; and accordingly the Fleet failed thither ; and the 2 iſt, got 
into that Bay; and at Three o' Clock in the Afternoon, the Marines, 


Engliſh and Dutch, to the Number of 1800, with the Prince of Hefle 


at the Head of them, were put on Shore on the Neck of Land to the 
Northward of the 'Town, to cut off any Communication with the 
Country. His Highneſs having poſted his Men there, ſent a Sum- 
mons to the Governor to ſurrender the Place for the Service of his 
Catholic Majeſty ; which he rejected with great Obſtinacy ; the Ad- 
miral, on the 22d in the Morning, gave Orders, That the Ships, which 
had been appointed to cannonade the Town under the Command of 
Rear-admiral Byng and Rear-admiral Vanderduſſen, as alſo thoſe which 
| were to batter the douth Mole-head, commanded by Captain Hicks, of 
the Yarmouth, ſhould range themſelves accordingly ; but the Wind 
blowing contrary, they could not poſſibly get intotheir Places, till the 
Day was ſpent. In the mean Time, to amuſe the Enemy, Captain Whi- 
taker was ſent with ſome Boats, who burnt a French Privateer of 
Twelve Guns, at the Mole. The 23d ſoon after Break of Day, the 
Ships being all placed, the Admiral gave the Signal for beginning the 
Cannonade; which was performed with very great Fury, above 
15.000 Shot being made in 5 or 6 Hours Time againſt the Town, in- 
ſomuch, that the Enemy were ſoon beat from their Guns, eſpecially 
at the South Mole-head : Whereupon, the ApuizaLl conſidering, 


that 
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wee have placed at the Bottom of the Page. After this remark- 


able Service, the Dutch Admiral thought of nothing but return- 
that by gaining che Fortification, they ſhould of Conſequence reduce 
the Tous, ordered Captain Whitaker, with all the Boats, armed, 


to endeavour to poſſeſs himſelf of it, which was performed with 


great Expedition. But Captain Hicks, and Captain Jumper, who lay 
next the Mole, had puſhed aſhore with their Pinnaces, and — | 
other Boats, before the reſt could come up ; whereupon, the Enemy 


ſprung a Mine, that blew up the Fortifications upon the Mole, killed 


two Lieutenants, and about forty Men, and wounded about ſixty. 


However, our Men kept Poſſeſſion of the great Platform, which they 
had made themſelves Maſters of; and Captain Whitaker landed with 


the reſt of the Seamen which had been ordered upon this Service ; 
they advanced and took a Redoubt, or ſmall Baſtion, half way be- 


| tween the Mole and the Town, and poſſeſſed themſelves of many of 


the Enemy's Cannon. The Admiral then ſent a Letter to the Go- 


vernor, and at the ſame Time, a Meſſage to the Prince of Heſſe to 
| ſend to him a peremptory Summons; which his Highneſs did ac- 
_ cordingly ; and, on the 24th in the Morning, the Governor deſiring 

to capitulate, Hoſtages were exchanged, and the Capitulation being 


concluded, the Prince marched into the Town in the Evening, and 
took Poſſeſſion of the Land and -North Mole-Gates, and the Out- 
works. The Articles are in Subſtance as follows. | = 

I. That the Gariſon Officers, and Soldiers may depart with their 
neceſſary Arms and Baggage, and the Officers, and other Gentlemen 


of the Town, may alio carry their Horſes with them; they may 
likewiſe have what Boats they ſhall have Occaſion for. ns 


II. That they may take out of the Gariſon three Pieces of Braſs 
Cannon of different Weight, with twelve Charges of Powder and 
Ball. = | = 

IIT. That they may take Proviſions of Bread, Wine, and Fleſh, for 
fix Day's march. ' © | 1 
IV. That none of the Officers Baggage be ſearched, altho' it be 
carried out in Cheſts or Trunks. That the Gariſon depart in three 
Days; and ſuch of their Neceſſaries as they cannot carry out with 


Conveniency, may remain in the Gariſon, and be afterwards ſent 


for; and that they ſhall have the Liberty to make uſe of ſome Carts. 
V. That ſuch Inhabitants and Soldiers, and Officers of the Town, 

as are willing to remain there, ſhall have the ſame Privileges they 

enjoyed in the Time of Charles II. and their Religion and Tribunals 


ſhall remain untouch'd, upon Condition that they take an Oath of 


Fidelity to King Charles III. as their Jawful King and Maſter. | 
VI. That they ſhall diſcover all their Magazines of Fowder, and 
other Ammunition or Provihons and Arms that may be in the City. 
VII. That all the French, and Subjecis of the French King, are 
| | excluded 
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ing home, and actually detached ſix Men of War to Liſbon; fo 
little Appearance was there then of any Engagement. But, on 
the gth of Ange the French Fleet, under the Command of the 
Count de Thoulouſe, was firſt ſeen at Sea, and appearcd to be by 
much the ſtrongeſt that had been equipp d during the whole War; 


the Engliſh Admiral, however, reſolved to do all that lay in his 


Power, to force an Engagement. I have already given a fair Ac- 


count of the Battle which followed off Malaga; and alſo, the 
Relation publiſhed by the French Court; but, I purpoſely reſerved 


Sir George Rooke's own Account, as publiſhed by Authority, for 
this Place, to which, indeed, it properly belongs. It was dated 


from on Board The Royal Katherine, off Cape St. Vincent, Aug. 


27, O. S. 1704, and Addreſſed to his Royal Highneſs Prince 
Core of Denmark *. 


« Ox the ꝗth Inſtant, returni g from watering our Ships 


c on the Coaſt of Barbary, to Gibraltar, with little Wind 
4 Eaſterly, our Scouts to the Windward, made the Signals of 


4c ſeeing the Enemy's Fleet; which, according to the Account 


4 they gave, conſiſted of ſixty-ſix Sail, and were about Ten 
cc 


to Windward of us. A Council of Flag Officers was 


cc called, wherein it was determined to lay to the Eaſtward of 


<« Gibraltar, to receive and engage them. But, perceiving that 
4 Night, by the Report of their Signal Guns, that they wrought 


e from us, we followed them in the Morning, with all the Sail 


ec we could make. : 
„ O the 11th, we forced one of the Enemy's Ships a Shore, 


« near Fuengorols ; the Crew e her, ſet her on Fire, and 


* ſhe blew up immediately. We continued ſtill purſuing them 


4 and the 12th, not hearing any of their Guns all Night, nor 
<« ſeeing any of their Scouts in the Morning, our Admiral had a 


& Jealouſy they might make a Double, and, by the Help of their 


« Gallies, lip between us and the Shore to the Weſtward ; So 


ac that a Council of War was called, wherein it was reſolved, 


excluded from any Part of theſe Capitulations, and all their Effects 
| ſhall remain at our Diſpoſal, and their Perſons Priſoners of War. 


The Town is extremely ſtrong, and had a hundred Guns mounted, = 


all facing the Sea, and the two narrow Paſſes to the Land, and was 
well ſupplied with Ammunition. The Officers who have viewed the 
Fortifications, affirm, There never was ſuch an Attack as the Seamen 
made ; for that fifty Men might have defended thoſe Works againſt 
Thouſands. Ever fince our coming to the Bay, great Numbers of 
| Spaniards have appeared on the Hills; but none of them have thought 
fit to advance towards us. : 
See the London-Gazette, No. 405 4. 
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& That, in Caſe we did not ſee the Enemy before Night, we 
e ſhould make the beſt of our Way to Gibraltar; but ſtanding 


c into the Shore about Noon, we diſcovered the Enemy's Fleet - 
* and Gallies to the Weſtward, near Cape Malaga, going very 
large. We immediately made all the Sail after them, and con- 


« tinued the Chace all Night. 


« On Sunday the 13th, in the Morning, we were within 
c three Leagues of the Enemy, who brought to, with their 


«© Heads to the Southward, the Wind being Eaſterly, formed 
« their Line, and lay to receive us. Their Line confiftcd of 


« fifty-two Ships, and twenty-four Gallies ; they were very 
<« ſtrong in the Center, and weaker in the Van and Rear, to ſup- 
* ply which, moſt of the Gallies were divided into thoſe Quar- 
ters. In the Center, was Monfieur de Thoulouſe, with the 
White Squadron; in the Van, the White and Blue, and in 
© the Rear, the Blue; each Admiral had his Vice and Rear-Ad- 
„ mirals: Our Line conſiſted of fifty-three Ships, the Admiral, 
and Rear-Admirals Byng and Dilks, being in the Centre; Sic 
* Cloudefley Shovel, and Sir John Leake led the Van, and the 
_ « TRE Admiral ordered The Swallow and Panther, with The 
« Lark and Newport, and two Fire-ſhips, to lie to the Wind- 
„ ward of us, that, in Caſe the Enemy's Van ſhould puſh 
“ through our Line with their Gallies, and Fire-ſhips, they might 


e give them ſome Diverſion. 3 
Wx bore down upon the Enemy in Order of Battle, a lit- 


“e tle after ten o' Clock, when being about half Gun- ſhot from 


„them, they ſet all their Sails at once, and ſeemed to intend to 
„ ftretch a-head and weather us, ſo that our Admiral, after fir- 
ing a Chace-Gun at the French Admiral, to ſtay for him, of. 


„ which he took no Notice, put the Signal out, and began the 


« Battle, which fell very heavy on The Royal Katherine, St. 
George, and The Shrewſbury. About two in the Afternoon, 
* 2 's Van gave Way to ours, and the Battle ended 
“ with the Day, when the Enemy went away by the Help of 


their Gallies to the Leeward. In the Night the Wind ſhift- 


« ed to the Northward, and in the Morning to the Weſtward; 
„ which gave the Enemy the Wind of us. We lay by all Day, 


** within three Leagues one of another, repairing our Defects ; 


and at Night they filed, and ſtood to the Nortbward. 
„O the 15th, in the Morning, the Enemy was got four or 


five Leagues to the Weſtward of us; but a little before Noon, 


we had a Breeze of Wind Eaſterly, with which, we bore 
« down on them till four o'Clock in the Afternoon: It being too 
< late to engage, we brought to, and lay by, with our Heads to 


the Northward all Night. 
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* On the 16th, in the Morning, the Wind being till Eaſterly; 
& hazy Weather, and having no Sight of the Enemy or their 
* Scouts, we filed, and bore away to the Weſtward, ſuppoſing 
they would have gone away for Cadiz; but being adviſed from 
Gibraltar, and the Coaſt of Barbary, that they did not paſs 


* the Streights, we concluded they had been ſo ſeverely treated, 


« as to oblige them to return to Toulon. 
= lay, that every Man in the Line did his Duty without the leaſt 
«© Umbrage for Cenſure or Reflection, and that he never obſerv- 
<< ed the true Engliſh Spirit ſo apparent and prevalent in our Sea- 
<< men, as on this Occaſion. | 8 

This Battle is fo much the more glorious to her Majeſty's 
* Arms, becauſe the Enemy had a Superiority of fix hundred 
* great Guns, and likewiſe the Advantage of cleaner Ships, be- 


« ing lately come out of Port, not to mention the great Uſe of 
«© their Gallies, in towing on or off their great Ships, and in ſup- 


* plying them with freſh Men as often as they had any killed or 


< diſabled. But all theſe Diſadvantages were ſurmounted by the 


„ Bravery and good Conduct of our Officers, and the undaunt- 
«© ed Courage of our Seamen.” | 


O the Return of Sir George Rooke to Portſmouth, and com- 


ing up from thence to London, he was extremely well received by 
the Queen; but. unluckily for him, the Battle of Malaga was 
fame Way or other compared to that of Blenheim, which was 


fought the ſame Year ; which made the Matter of Fact a Point of 
Party-Debate, and in the Addreſſes ſent up from all Parts of her 


Majeſty's Dominions, the Whigs took all imaginable Care to 


magnify the Duke of Marlborough's Succeſs, without ſaying a 


Word of the Victory at Sea; whereas the Tories were equally 


zealous in their Compliments upon both; and, to ſay the Truth, 


both of theſe Battles were deciſive; that of Blenheim put an End 


to the Authority of France in the Empire, as that of Malaga ex- : 


tinguiſhed the French Power at Sea. Amongſt theſe Addreſſes, 
the following was the moſt remarkable; it was preſented by Sir 
Richard Jyvyan, Bart. and James Buller, Eſq; Knights of the 
Shire for the County of Cornwall, attended by the e 
tives of Boroughs in that County, and the principal Gentry, in- 
troduced by the Lord Granville, Lord Warden of the Stannaries: 
the Addreſs itſelf being penned by a Relation of his, whoſe Writ- 
ings will always do Honour to the Engliſh Language x. 
To the QUEEN's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
„% PERMIT, Madam, the Landlords, Bounders, Adventurers, 
* and whole Body of the Tinners of Cornwall, with _— 
| — 
* London Gazette, No. 4074. e 


„Tu Admiral ſays, he muſt do the Officers the Juſtice to 
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ce full of all dutiful Acknowledgments, to approach your Ma- 


C jeſty, who want Words to Expreſs their Gratitude, their Joy, 
their Admiration, for the wonderful Succeſs of your Majeſty's 
* Arms, under the Conduct of his Grace the Duke of Maribo- 


e | — 
«© NE VRR was Succeſs greater in all its Cireumſtances, a De- 


<< ſign more wiſely formed, more fecretly carried on, fo effectual- 
<< ly ſupported from Home, fo vigorouſly executed Abroad, on 
„which, no leſs than the Liberty of Europe depended ; a Cauſe 
« worthy the beſt of Princes, a Victory worthy the greateſt of 
Generals, which will tranſmit to all future Ages, your Ma- 
« jeſty's Name truly Great; Great for Deliverance, not for Op- 


<< preſſion. | 


Bur, *tis not enough that your Majeſty Triumphs at Land; 


© to compleat your Glory, your Forces at Sea have likewiſe 


„ done Wonders. A Fleet ſo much inferior, in ſo ill a Conditi- 


<< on, by being ſo long out, in ſuch Want of Ammunition, by 
taking Gibraltar, without Gallies, which were of ſo great Ser- 


<« vice to the Enemy: All theſe Diſad vantages conſidered, No- 
thing certainly could equal the Conduct of your Admiral, the 
«© Bravery of your Officers, the Courage of your Seamen, dur- 


ing the Engagement, but their Conduct, their Bravery, and 


ce their Courage after it, whereby they perfected a Victory, 
which otherwiſe, in human Probability, muſt have ended in 
„ an Overthrow; an Action as great in itſelf, as happy in its 

Ss 771: 3 | 
Max your Majeſty never want ſuch Commanders by Sea 


© and Land, ſuch Adminiſtration in the Management of the 


„ public Treaſure, which fo much contributes to the Succeſs of 
Armies and of Fleets. - | 


« May your Majeſty never want (what ſure you never can) 
e the Hearts, the Hands, the Purſes of all your People. Had 


© not we (Madam) of this Country, inherited the Loyalty of 
<< our Anceſtors (which your Majeſty has been pleaſed ſo gra- 


& cioully to remember) ſuch Obligations muſt have engaged the 
* utmoſt Reſpect; and ſuch, all of us will ever pay to your ſa- 
& cred Perſon and Government, as with one Voice we daily pray, 
Long live Queen ANNE, to whom many Nations owe their 


_ ©. Preſervation.” 


THis, and ſome other Addreſſes of the like Nature, alarmed 


the Miniſtry extremely ; and they took ſo much Pains to hinder 


Sir George Rogke from receiving the Compliments uſual upon ſuch 
Succeſſes, that it became viſible, he muſt either give Way, or a 
Change happen in the Adminiſtration. Yet, even the Weight of 
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the Miniſtry could not prevent the Houſe of Commons from 


complimenting the Queen, expreſly upon the Advantages ob- 
_ tained at Sea, oder io Crude band Ade but the Houſe 
of Lords, who were under a more immediate Influence at that 


Time, was entirely ſilent; the Commons however, as if they in- 


| tended to puſh this Matter as far as it would go, preſented another 


Addreſs on the ad of November, in which, they deſired her Ma- 
jeſty to beſtow a Bounty upon the Seamen and Land- Forces, who 


had behaved themſelves ſo gallantly in the late Actions at Sea and 


| Land v. This determined the Point, and Sir George Rooke per- 


_ ceiving, that, as he roſe with Credit with his Country, he loſt his 
Intereſt in thoſe at the Helm, reſolved to retire from public Buſi - 


neſs, and prevent the Affairs of the Nation from receiving any 


Diſturbance upon his Account. Thus, immediately after he had 
rendered ſuch important Services to his Country, as the taking the 
Fortreſs of Gibraltar, and beating the whole Naval Force of 
France in the Battle of Malaga (the laſt Engagement which hap- 


pened between theſe two Nations at Sea) he was conſtrained to 


quit his Command; and as the Tories had before driven the Earl 


of Orford from his Poſt immediately after the glorious Victory at 


La Hogue, ſo the Whigs returned them the Compliment, by 


making Uſe of their Aſcendancy to the like good Purpoſe, with 
Regard to Sir George Rooke : Such is the Effect of Party Spirit in 


general ! ſuch the Heat with which it proceeds! ſuch its dange- 


— and deſtructive Effects with Reſpect to the Welfare of the 
A 85 


AFTER this ſtrange Return for the Services he had done his 
Country, Sir George Rooke paſſed the Remainder of his Days as 


a private Gentleman, and for the moſt Part at his Seat in Kent. 
His Zeal for the Church, and his ſtrict Adherence to the Tories, 
made him the Darling of one Set of People, and expoſed him to 


the Averſion of another ; which is the Reaſon that an Hiſtorian 


finds it difficult to obtain his true Character, from the Writings 


of thoſe who flouriſhed in the ſame Period of Time. For my 


Part, I have ſtudied his Actions, and his Behaviour, and from 


thence have collected what I have delivered of him, without Fa- 
vour or Prejudice; he was certainly an Officer of great Merit, 
if either Conduct or Courage could entitle him to that Character. 


"The former appeared in his Behaviour on the Jriſb Station, in his 


wiſe and prudent Management, when he preſerved ſo great a Part 
8 | of 


7 See Chandler's Debates, Life of Queen Anne, Annals of Queen 
Anne, &c. 


= Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Complete Hiſtory of Europe for 
the Year 1709, Annals of Queen Anne, Life of Queen Anne, Me- 


moirs of Sir George Rooke, &c. 
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of the Smyrna Fleet, and particularly in the taking of Gibraltar, 


which was a Project conceived and executed in leſs than a Week. 
Of his Courage, he 
burning the French 
laga, where he behaved with all the Reſolution of a Britiſh Ad- 


miral ; and as he was firſt in Command, was firſt alſo in Danger. 

In Party-Matters, he was perhaps 
Mien have their Failings, even the greateſt and beſt; but in Acti- 
on, he was perfectly cool and temperate, gave his Orders with 
the utmoſt Serenity, and as he was careful in marking the Con- 
duct of his principal Officers, ſo his Candour and Juſtice were 


too warm and eager, for all 


always conſpicuous in the Accounts he gave of them to his Su- 


| periors ; he there knew no Party, no private Conſiderations, but 


commended Merit wherever it appeared.. He had a Fortitude of 
Mind that enabled him to behave with Dignity upon all Occa- 


ſions, in the Day of Examination as well as in the Day of Battle; 


and though he was more than once called to the Bar of the Houſe 


of Commons, yet he always eſcaped Cenſure; as he likewiſe did 


before the Lords ; not by ſhifting the Fault upon others, or mean- 


ly complying with the Temper of the Times ; but by maintain- 


ing ſteadily, what he thought right, and ſpeaking his Sentiments 


with that Freedom which becomes an Engliſhman, whenever his 
Conduct in his Country's Service was brought in Queſtion. In a 
Word, he was equally ſuperior to popular Clamour, and popular 


Applauſe ; but, above all, he had a noble Contempt for foreign 


Intereſts, when incompatible with our own, and knew not what 
it was to ſeek the Favour of the Great, but by performing ſuch | 


Actions as deſerved it. In his private Life, he was a good Huſ- 


band, and a kind Maſter, lived hoſpitably towards his Neighbours, 
and left behind him a moderate Fortune : So moderate, that when 


he came to make his Will, it ſurprized thoſe who were preſent ; 


but Sir George aſſigned the Reaſon in few Words. I do not leave 


much, faid he, but what I leave was honeſtly gotten, it never 
coſt a Sailor a Tear, or the Nation a Farthing. As to this laſt 
Article, I cannot but take Notice, that, even after he was laid 
aſide, a Privy Seal was offered him for the paſſing his Accounts, 
but he refuſed it, and made them up in the ordinary Way, and 
with all the Exactneſs imaginable. % f 
Tux Gout, which had for many Vears greatly afflicted him, 


brought him at laſt to his Grave, on the 24th of January, 1708-9 in 


the 58th Year of his Age. Sir George was thrice married; firſt to 


Mrs. Mary Howe, the Daughter of Sir Thomas Howe, of Cold- 
Berwick, in the County of Wilts, Baronet : next, to Mrs. Mary 


Luttercl, Daughter of Colonel Francis Lutterel, of Dunſter-Caſ- 
ile, in Samer ſetſbire, who died in Child-bed of her firſt Child, in 


Q 3 the 
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the Month of July, 17023 and laſtly to Mrs. Katherine Knatch- 
bull, Daughter to Sir Knatchbull, of Merſham Hatch, in 
the County of Kent, Baronet ; by which Wives, he left only one 
Son, born 1. the Second, George Rooke, Eſq; the ſole Heir of 
his — But, his Executecs took Care to ſecure his Memo- 
by erecting a beautiful Monument in the Cathedral Church of 
Cates, with an excellent Character of the Deceaſed inſcrib- 


ed thereon, and which, as well for the Beauty of the Stile, as the 


exact ſettling of Facts and Dates; it may not be amiſs to exhibit, 


at the Cloſe of this Life ; the rather, becauſe it is among the ſmall 


Number of Inſcriptions, which ſeem to be, in ſome Meaſure, e- 
qual to the Worth of the eminent Perſons 'whoſe Praiſes they re- 
cord. The Executors of Sir George * were William Bread- 
a. and Samuel Miller, Eq. 


I. M. 8. 
Georgii Rooke Militis, 
Gulielmi Rooke Militis filii, 
Angliæ Vice-Admirallii 
Oh quantum eſt hiftoriz in iſto nomine! 
At quantillum hic titulus potis eſt enarrare ! 
Profugientibus ex Acie Gallis Anno Mpcxc11. 
' _ Ipſe aperta Cymbula. 
Immiſtus tormentorum globis, 
Imbribuſque glandium 
(Tot Gallis teſtibus credite poſteri) 
Ultrices primus flammas aptans, 

Naves Bellicas XIII. Juxta La Hogue combuffit 
Compoſitis dehinc inter Suevum et Danum. 
Summo conſilio, et juſtitia diſcordiis ; + 

Et pacato ſeptentrione, ad Meridiem ſe convertit, 

Iterumque exuſtà aut captà ad Vigonem 
'Tota Præſidiatrice hoſhum Claſſc, 
Atque onerariis immenſæ molis ar — foetis 
Ihn Patriam feliciter addu 
Opimam prædam, fide integerrima 
In Xrarium publicum deportavit. 
Gibraltariam copiis navalibus 
Paucioribus horis cepit 
Quam poſtea menſibus irrito conatu 
Juſtus obſidebat exercitus. 
Et eãdem fere impreſſione 
Inſtructiſſimam Gallorum claſſem 
©. Inferior multo viribus, 
Conſilio & fortitudine longè ſuperior, D 
om 
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Non denuo in aciem prodituram, igavit. 
c Carolo III. ad ſolium 1 
| 6 Hiſpaniis ad Libertatem (an aperuit, 
Europz adpacem | 
His atque aliis exantlatis laborivus 
Heroi Chriſtiano, 
Ob egregiam in Eccleſiam pietatem 
Ob idem Gulielmo Magno 
Et ANNE OPTIME 
Sianctiſſimè ſemper præſtitamm 
Ob Nomen Britannicum per terrarum Orbem 
Amplificatum & decoratum; 
Non titulos ſuperbos 
Non opes invidioſas, 
Nec inanes vulgi plauſus; 
Sed optimæ mentis conſcientiam, 
Bonorum amorem omnium, 
Otium in paternis ſedibus, 
Et mortem in Chriſto conceſſit Deus. 
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' Memoirs of GEORGE CHURCHILL, Eſq; Admiral of the 


White, one of the Lord High Admiral's, Council, Groom 
of the Bed-Chamber to Prince GEORGE of Denmark, 


e. 


As there are ſome who ſeem born to eaſy Fortunes, and to 


11 a fafe and quiet Paſſage through the World; fo there are 
| Others unlucky enough to be continually expoſed to Envy, though 
not excluded from Honours. This ariſes from different Cauſes, 
but chiefly from the want of popular Talents, of which ſome are 
deprived by Nature, and others neglect the Uſe. I cannot fay 


whether the firſt was the Misfortune, or the ſecond the Fault, of 
the Gentleman whoſe Life I am at preſent to conſider ; but cer- 
tain it is, that few Men were expoſed more to Envy than he; eſ- 
pecially if we conſider, that he aroſe no higher in his Profeſſion, | 


than might ſeem the juſt Reward of his Services. But, however 
he might be perſecuted by this Spirit in his Life- time, there ſeems 
to be no Reaſon, that the Effects of popular Diſlike ſhould at- 
tend his Memory ; and therefore, it ſhall be my Buſineſs to give 


as clear and candid an Account of his Actions as I can; and this, 
without any Bias either from Favour or Prejudice, 
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He was the ſecond Son (his Grace the Duke of Afarlboreugh 
being the Eldeſt) of Sir Vinſtan Churchill,. Knt. Clerk of the 
Board. of Green-Cloth, and of a worthy Family in Dorſetſeire, 
He was born in the Year 1652, and entered early into the Sca- 
Service, where he always behaved with great Courage and Reputa- 
tion, which added to the Intereſt of his Family, procured him 
the Command of a Man of War, before he was quite thirty, 
which was a thing very unuſual in thoſe Days. In the Reign of 


King James II. he was made Captain of The Newcaſtle, a fourth 


Rate; and ſoon after the Revolution, he had a Third Rate given 
him. In the famous Battle of La Hague, he commanded The 


St. Andretb, a ſecond Rate, in which he performed as good Ser- 


vice as any Officer in the Fleet, according to all the Accounts 
that were publiſhed of that Engagement; and yet, very ſoon af- 
ter, he quitted the Service, for which ſevcral Reaſons were aſſign- 
ed; but the true One is ſaid to have been the Promotion of Co- 
| Jonel Aylmer to the Rank of Rear-Admiral, who being a young- 


er Officer, Mr. Churchill could not think of ſerving under him, 


but retired and lived privately for ſome Years. I ſhall not take 
upon me to cenſure this Part of his Conduct; though I muſt ſay, 
that I think it would be a very difficult Taſk to juſtify it, ſince 
every Man is bound to ſerve his Country, whether he be reward- 
ed or not; and therefore, every Reſignation of this ſort, is uſually 
attributed to a narrow and ſelfiſh Spirit, though it is not impoſſible 
it may ſpring from a nobler Principle; however, it is better, cer- 
tainly, to avoid ſuch Steps in one's Conduct, as are liable to ſuch 

FIinifter Interpretations. by Foo Oh 
| In the Year 1699, he had an Opportunity of coming again 
into Buſineſs ;z for the Current then bore ſo hard on the Earl 
of Orford, who was, at the Head of the Admiralty, that he 
found it neceſſary to reſign; upon which, Colonel George 
Churchill was, amongſt others, put into the Commiſſion, in 


which he continued near two Years ; and then King William was 


pleaſed to declare Thomas Earl of Pembroke Lord High Admiral, 


which threw him out again, though but for a very ſhort Time ; 


ſince, upon the Acceſſion of Queen Anne, and the Promotion 
of Prince George of Denmark to be Lord High-Admiral, he was 


appointed one of his Council, and was reſtored to his Rank in 


the Navy, which was chiefly owing to the high Degree of Fa- 


vour in which he ſtood with his Royal Highneſs ; who, among 

many other Virtues which adorned his Character, was for none 
more remarkable than for. ſteadily ſupporting ſuch as he had 
once honoured with his Friendſhip, His being made Admiral of 
the Blue, had the ſame Effect upon Admiral Aylmer, as the Pro- 
motion of that Gentleman had a few Years before upon Mr. 


Churchill; 


dd an at ths 


4 8 . 5y 8 
* * * K 9 2 3 A > 2 2 4 if 3 Fe 6 4 1 1 "= 7 8 


R a x a rr N - < * 
K 5 A n 9 hy "NSF" 
6.235 ht rt e Ry e eas is 
Pag 27 y * — > ad nne 1 YE £ — 


; „ Wis © EN addr ae a 


GEORGE CHURCHILL, EH, 249 
Churchill ; for he immediately quitted the Service, and remained 
for ſeveral Years unemployed. But, whatever Satisfaction Mr. 


Churchill might receive from this Victory over his Rival, it is 


very certain, that he could not be ſaid to enjoy much Pleaſure in 


the Poſt to which he was raiſed; for during the ſix Years he 
ſat at that Board, as his Royal Highneſs's Council were con- 
tinually attacked, ſo Mr. Churchill, in particular, had a double 


Portion of that Spight and Reſentment devolved upon him ; with 


which our great Loſſes at Sea inſpired many of our Merchants, 
and this was very probably increaſed by the Warmth of the Ad- 
miral's Temper, who had a very free way of ſpeaking, and 
took perhaps too great Liberties with Men of ſuch Impor- 
tance. For, as the Naval Power of Great-Britain ariſes from 
her extenſive Trade, and the Number of Ships employed there- 
in, it is very certain, that there is a great Reſpect due to thoſe 
who carry on that Trade, and are thereby inſtrumental to the 


Wealch, Proſperity, and Grandeur of this Nation, which are 


all founded upon its Commerce. However, Mr. Churchill 


maintained himſelf by his Intereſt with Prince George, not only 


_ againſt the Clamours of the many, and the Intrigues of the few, 
but againſt ſeveral Addreſſes and Repreſentations of the Houſe of 


Lords, which were particularly calculated for his Removal. 


Hs Royal Highneſs dying on the 28th of October, 1708, 


the Commiſſion which impowered his Council to act, naturally 
determined; and thenceforward Admiral Churchill led a private 


Life, at a pleaſant Houſe he had in Vindſor-Parſ, where he 


had the fineſt Aviary that was ever ſeen in Britain, which he 


had collected with great Care and at a vaſt Expence. This Col- 


lection of Birds, at his Deceaſe, he left to his two intimate 


Friends and Patrqns, James Duke of Ormonde, and Arthur Earl 


of Torrington. He was never married, but dying in very good 


Circumſtances, he left the beſt Part of his Fortune to his na- 
tural Son. He deceaſed on the 8th of May, 1710, in the 58th 


Year of his Age, and was buried. with great Funeral Solemnity 
in the South Iſle of Mefminſter- Abbey, where a beautiful Mo- 
nument has been erected to his Memory, with the following 


elegant Latin Infcription 3 which I inſert as one of the moſt cu- 
ious Pieces of its Kind that is any where to be met with; and 
as it contains a very full Character of him, I need not add any 
thing further upon that Subject. | 3 
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Winſtonii Equitis Aurati ex Agro Dorceſtrienſi 

Filius natu Secundus; 


Imictiſimi Ducis Marlburii 
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ME MOIRS / 
Frater non indignus. 


A primã juventute Militiz nomen dedit 
Et ſub _— Carolo at Jacobo 
Mud cum oi hide meruit. 
Sereniſlimo Principi de Dania 
Per Virginti plus Annos à Cubiculis 
Fide, Obſequio, Moribus 
Gratum ſe reddidit et Charum. 
„ te A om 
o die ica ab Anglis 
4 Neuſtriæ fugata et combuſta eſt 
Die ſemper memorabili) 


Eo Animi vigore et fortitudine ” th 


Quo Ducem Anglum decuit 
Mox ab eodem R 5 
 Zquiſkimo meritorum Judice, 


Umm Commiſlarlis Admirallize conſtitutus 
| Res Maritimas, quarum erat peritiflimus, oy 


Curavit dia et ornavit 
Sub feeliciſſimo demum Annæ imperio 
Inftaurato iterum Bello contra Gallos, 
Infeſtiſſimos Hoſtes Britanni Nominis 
Ex Admirallis Unus 
Et Celfiflimo Prineipi Dania 
Magne totius Britannia Admirallo 
Factus è Conſiliis 


Curarum omnium et hborum particepg 


Domino ſuo 
Fceliciſſimam navabat operam, 
Donec fractæ Gallorum vires 
Toto Mari ceſſerant. 

Inde Principis optimi lateri adhzrens 
Ad extremum uſq; dem 
Omnia grati piiq; Animi officia 

ä 


Laboribus tandem er ger coſeftus 


Inter amplexus & lach 


Amicorum, Clientum, et 3 


Quos Humanus, Officioſus, Liberalis, 
Gratos devinctos & Fideles habuit, 


Fius, tranquillus, animoſus, czlebs 
Obijt viii. Maij. 
Etat LVIII. 
MDCCKX, 
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i DAVID MITCHELL, Kut. 2351 


Mrmoirs of Sir DAVID MITCHELL, Rut. 

 Vice- Admiral of the Red, one of the Lords Commi;- 
fioners of the Admiralty, and of the Council to Prince 
GEORGE of Denmark, c. 


\ MONG other Reaſons, of which there are many, for 
preſerving, as far as poſſible, the Memoirs of eminent 


Perſons deceaſed, and who have rofe to that Degree of Emi- 
nence by the Services they have rendered to their Country, this 
is one, and that not the leaſt conſiderable, viz. To encourage 


others to act as they have done, and to deſerve like Honours, 


from a like Conduct. It is certainly the higheſt Encouragement . 
to Merit, to ſee, that in preceding Times, Men have riſen 


thereby to the higheſt Honpurs of which their Profeſſions were ca- 
pable; and this without the Countenance of great Relations, or 
the Aſſiſtance of any other Friends, than thoſe procured to them 
by their own Deſert. But if this be a Thing of Cenſequence 


in every Profeſſion, it is much more ſo,.in reſpect to Naval Af- 
fairs; for as there are none of the Subjects of Great Britain 


more uſeful, or more honourable to their Country, than ſuch as 


are employed in the Navy, fo there is nothing that contributes 


ſo highly to the Support of that generous Spirit, and invincible 
Courage, by which they have been always diſtinguiſhed, as the 


Thoughts of their being able to riſe in their own Profeſſion, by 


mere Dint of Merit, and without borrowing any help from 
thoſe kinds of Arts, to which, from their Education, and man- 
ner of living, they muſt he neceſſarily Strangers. This it was 


that chiefly induced me to preſerve ſuch Fragments, as I could 


gather up in relation to the Life of Sir David Mitchell, who was 


| raiſed without Envy, lived with univerſal Reputation, and died 5 
with the Character of an experienced Seaman, and a worthy ho- 


neſt Gentleman. | 


Hz was deſcended from a very worthy Family in Scotland, 
though of ſmall Fortune ; and at the Age of fixteen, was put 


out Apprentice to the Maſter of a trading Veſſel, who lived at 


Leith; with him, Mr. AMitebell continued ſeven Years, and at- 


| terwards ſerved as a Mate aboard ſeveral other Ships, eſpecially 


in Northern Voyages; by which he not only acquired great Skill 


as a Seaman, but alſo attained moſt modern Languages; which, 
with his great Knowledge in the Mathematicks, and other genteel 


Accompliſhments, recommended him to the Favour of his Of- 
ficers, after he had been preſſed to Sea in the Dutch Was. 
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At the Revolution he was made a Captain, and being diſtinguiſh- 
| ed by his great Skill G. es SL 
ly attached to that Government, he was very ſoon taken Notice 
E 


taken Notice in the former Volume, that he 


brought over, and carried back, his Cxariſb Majeſty Peter | the 


| felled, he learned more of Maritime Affairs, than from any 


ments in Muſcovy, if he would have accom 


| but this Propoſal was not agreeable either to Sir David's Circum- 


wood S d been appointed Gentleman Uſher of the Black 
Rod, and having alſo his Pay as a Vice-Admiral, he had no 
Reaſon to quit the Service of his Native 7, even to oblige 
ſo great a Prince. His Skill and Conduct as a Seaman, and his 


ice with every Branch of Naval Affairs, ren- 


dered him extremely uſeful, as his polite Behaviour made him 
agreeable to every Adminiſtration. Upon the Acceflion of Queen 
p a Sir David Mitchell was appointed one of the Council to 


Prince George of Denmark, as Lord High Admiral, in which 


honourable Office he continued till the Year before the Prince's 

Death, when he was laid afide ; but upon another Change. of 
Affairs he was ſent over to Holland, with a Commiſſion of great 
Importance, which was to expoſtulate with their High Mighti- 
neſſes about the Deficiencies of their Quotas during the Con- 
tinuance of the War, which Commiſſion he diſc with 


great Honour. This was the laſt public Act of his Life, for 
2 
opes, 


Great, Emperor of Ruſſia, who was ſo extremely pleaſed with 
the Company of Sir David Mitchell (from whom, he often pro- 


other Perſon whatever) that he offered him the ' higheſt Prefer- 


ances, or Inclinations ; for having, on the Death of Sir Fleet- 
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ingly did, with his own Remarks and Reflections, a Thing of 
very great Importance to the State, and a Precedent worthy of 


great Man's Reaſoning upon that Subject, till I read a Book late- 
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Popes, in Hertfordſbire, on the iſt of June, 1710, with as fair 
— — Man of his Aube nd cole. 
and lies buried in the Pariſh Church of Hatfield, in the County 


Wx have now finiſhed, not only the Naval Hiſtory, but the 
could collect of thoſe great Men who ſerved their Country under 
the happy Auſpice of this illuſtrious Princeſs; the few Things 
that remain to be ſaid, are of Miſcellaneous Nature, and are 


brought in here, becauſe they relate to Naval Affairs, and fo are 
connected with our Hiſtory, more than with any other, and are 


at the ſame Time of too great Importance to be ſuffered to ſleep 


in Oblivion, while it is in our Power to fave them. Of all the 
Reigns ſince the Conqueſt, it may be truly faid, that the Britiſ 


Conſtitution never appeared with greater e than under that 


of the Queen; by which I mean, that the Prerogative, or Influ- 
ence of the Crown, was never leſs exerted, than by Queen Anne 
and her Miniſters. Thus, immediately after the Peace of 


Utrecht, in order to ſhew the Care and Concern that was had for 


the Trade of the Nation, the Commiſſioners taking and ſtating 
the public Accounts, directed Dr. Charles D' Avenant, Director 
General of the Exports and Imports, to lay before them diſtinct 
annual Accounts of the Importations and Exportations of all 


Commodities into, and out of this Kingdom, which he accord- 


Imitation; becauſe, without ſuch authentic Grounds, it is ſimply 
impoſſible, that any probable ConjeQure ſhould be made as to 
the Growth or Decay of our Commerce in general, how far it is, 
or is not, affected by the Encouragement, or Diſcouragement of 
particular Branches; which, however, are Points of great Im- 

portance to every Government, and without a competent Know- 


ledge of which, no Miniſtry can ever make a Figure, or Parlia- 


ment be able to. decide with Certainty, as to thoſe Points which 
are of greateſt Conſequence to their Conſtituents. 9 
Ar the Cloſe of that Work, Dr. D' Avenant enters | 


into the Advantages that might be made by a Trade into the 


South Seas, and that in Terms, which ſhew plainly, the Com- 
merce of this Company was not a viſionary Thing, as the Enemies 
of the Lord High Treaſurer Oxford, its Patron, pretended ; for 
he there ſays plainly, that this Company might extend the Trade 
of the Nation, by vending its Commodities and ManufaQures, 
in unknown Countries, and gives his Reaſons why he thought 
ſo. I muſt confeſs, that I never underſtood the Scope of this 


ly 
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ly publiſhed by Mr. Debs, wherein he has ſhewn with great pub- 


lic Spirit how this may be done, either by diſcovering a North- 
Weſt Paſſage into. thoſe. Seas, and 
tries beyond California; or, by proſecuting thoſe Diſcoveries that 
have been already made by the Dutch, and ſome of our own Navi- 


gators of the Terra Auſtralis, through the Streights of Magellan, 


cither of which w open to us a new Commerce, infinitely 


more advantageous than that of Spain to her Indies; becauſe theſe 
new diſcovered Countries are ſo fituated, as that their Inhabitants 


muſt ſtand in want of our Goods; at the ſame Time that they 
ſtand poſſeſſed of Gold, Silver, Spices, and other rich Commo- 
Cities, bh muſt come to us in return; and therefore Dr. 
D' Avenant had great Reafon to ſuggeſt, that the New South Sea 


might prove as beneficial to Britain, as her Old Eaft-India Com- 


pany. This very. Diſcourſe of his, being addreſſed to the Com- 


miſſioners for taking and ſtating Accounts, is the cleareſt De- 


monſtration, that when the South Sea Company was erected, 


there was a Proſpect of theſe Advantages, and that with a View 
to theſe, the Powers of the Company were rendered ſo extenſive, 


and their Capital made fo large. 
Ir this has not hitherto been done, yet, however; it may be 
done, ſince the ſame Powers remain ſtill veſted in the Company 


by their Charter; and it is the more reaſonable, that ſomething 


of this Sort ſhould be attempted, becauſe the Aſfento- Contract is 


expiring, ; and at preſent, there ſeems to be but little Proſpect of 


our getting it renewed... Beſides, if we were able to ſettle any 


new Colonies in that Part of the Globe, we ſhould be able to 


trade with the Spaniards without an Aﬀeents, and fecure to our- 


ſelves ſuch a Proportion of Commerce, as might perhaps equal 
all that we now poſſeſs. But, if it ſhould be found, that, not- 

_ withſtanding theſe extenſive. Powers, the Company is either diſ- 
inclined, or diſabled to carry on ſuch a new Trade; then I think 


it will be high Time for the Legiſlature to transfer thoſe Powers 
to ſome other Body Corporate, that may be able and willing to 
exert them, and this with ſuch Clauſes of Emendation or Re- 
ſtriction, as the Experience we have ſince had of the Management 
of public Companies ſhall ſuggeſt to be either neceſſary or expedi- 
ent. In the ſame Report by Dr. D' Avenant, there are ſeveral o- 


ther curious Remarks on almoſt all the Branches of our Com- 
merce ; and if ſuch a general State of Trade as this, were to be 
laid before the Parliament, once at leaſt in every Reign, we ſhould 


then be able to judge both of the Efficacy of the _ already 
made, and of the Uſcfulneſs and Expediency of new Ones. But, 
it is now Time to return from this ö into which I was 


led by the Deſire of preſerving a Hint which ſeems ſo very 2 
pa 


fixing Colonies in the Coun- 


her Subjects. For her Miniſters, for 
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pable of Improvement, to the laſt Ads of the Queen's Govern- 


ment and Life, with which I ſhall conclude this Chapter. 


Tux Treaty of Utrecht, that put an End to our Diſputes A- 
broad, proved the Cauſe of high Debates, and great Diſtractions at 


Home. The People grew uneaſy; the Miniſtry divided, and the 
Heats and Violence of Party roſe to ſuch a Height, that her Ma- 
jeſty found herſelf ſo embarraſſed, as neither to depend upon thoſe 


in Power, nor venture to turn them out. The Uneaſineſs of 
Mind that ſuch a perplexed Situation of Affairs occaſioned, had a 


very bad Effect upon her Health, which had been in a declining 


Condition from the Time of Prince George's Death, and this 
Weakneſs of hers, ſerved to encreaſe thoſe Diſorders in her Go- 
vernment, which, were ſo grievous to herſelf, and ſodetrimental to 


getting their Duty to her, 


and their Regard for their Country, conſulted only their Am- 


bition, and their private Views; ſo that, whenever they met 
in Council, they ſtudied rather to croſs each others Propoſals, than 
to ſettle, or purſue any regular Plan; and to ſuch a monſtrous 
Extravagance theſe Jealouſies at laſt roſe, that it is believed, a 
Quarrel between two of her principal Minifters, in her Preſence, 
proved, in ſome Meaſure, the Cauſe of her Death. For, being 
at W/Vindſor, ſhe was ſeized on the 29th of July, with a Prowſi- 


_ neſs and Sinking of her Spirits; and the next Day, about ſeven in 


the Morning, was ſtruck with an Apoplexy, and from that I ime 
continued in a dying Condition. About Three in the Afternoon, 
ſhe was ſenſible, and at the Requeſt of the Privy-Council, declared 


the Duke of Shrewſbury Lord High Treaſurer of Great Britain, 


though he was Lord Chamberlain, and Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land at the fame Time. This was the laſt Act of her Admini- 
ſtration ; for the Council now took upon themſelves the Direc- 
tion. of public Aﬀairs, appointing the Earl of Berkley to command 


the Fleet, and ſending General Witham to take the Command in 
Scotland; and likewiſe diſpatched Orders for the immediate Em- 


barkation of ſeven Britiſb Battalions from Flanders. In the 


mean Time, the Queen continued in the Hands of her Phyſicians 


and Domeſticks, ſome of whom flattered themſcives with falſe 


Hopes to the laſt; but the Bliſters not riſing, her Majefty, about 


ſeven in the Morning, on the 1ft of Augu/t, 1714, breathed her 


laſt. The following Character I have taken from a Hiſtory of 


her Reign in MS. which, now, in all Probability, will never be 
printed. i g ES 3 
ANNE STUART, Daughter to James II. King of Eng- 
land, &c. was born at St. James s, February 6, 1664-5, at 39 
Minutes paſt Eleven at Night. She was tendgrly and carefully 


educated; and having from Nature the moſt valuable Giſts, ſhe 


became 
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became a accompliſhed Princeſs. She was moderately tall, 
and well proportiveied, het C | and Shape 

her Conſtitution was impaired by Grief and Sickneſs. She ap- 
peared to beſt Advantage ſpeaking, for ſhe had a clear harmoni- 
ous Voice, good Senſe, and a 
Piety . Humility fincere, her Good-nature very 
- conſpicuous 1 been more ſo, had it not been in- 
enn y. As a Wife, ſhe was the Pattern of Conju- 
gl Fiber without any AﬀeAation of Fondnef Her Tender- 
neſs as a Wo gw be marry Rules of Reaſon and Re- 


ligion ; but, her 
was her only Foible, the Up 


rightneſs of her own Intentions 


left her without Suſpicion. Her Affection for her People was fo 


apparent, that it was never doubted ; and ſo doted, as to 
be diſcernible in her laſt Words. With a Senſe of her own 
high Dignity, ſhe had a true Concern r the Rights" of her 


—_— 9 Paſſion for the Glory of the Nation, ſhe lov- 
| ublic Spirit, and pa ans it ; and though ſhe was naturally 
. Rr, e yet ſhe was frupal in her private Ex- 


State. She gave her Tenths to the 
laſting Monument of her Zeal for the Church. The many good 
Laws, and the numerous happy Events which fell out in her 
Reign, will ever preſerve her Memory in Efteem with thoſe who 


the Virtues neceſſary to make a Monarch beloved! At her 
Death, her Loſs was ht irretrievable, and few vvhO re- 


member her, have altered Opinions. It would 


| to ſay more, and Ingratitude to have faid leſs. 
Hex Majeſty had Iſſue by the Prince of Denmark, 1. a 


ter that was ftill-born'the 12th of Ay, 1684. 2. Lady Mary; a 


o 1685 5and died" in Fe- 
— doi of May 
4. William Duke of 


Lene Daughter born the ad of 
„ 1690." 3. Auna 7 


| 2686” "and died Shs F. 


Glouceſter, born the 24th gh, 16 _— 22 lived to be eleven 


Years of Age. 5. The Lady Mary, born October, 1690, who 
lived no longer than to be baptized. 6. — another Bon, 
who died allo en after de Was Vorn. | or” 
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very happy Elocutiats. Her 


knew no Bounds. It 


: not to | hoard, but to beſtow on the Neceſlities. of the 
Clergy, which will remain a | 


wiſh well to the State. In a Word, ſhe'was bleſſed with-all the Ens 
 dowments that could make a Woman admired, and-exerted all 
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Auen aün of the Royal Navy, as it ſtood at the Death of 
the QUEEN, 


_ Guts, ä 


of Guear BAITALIK, 
from the Acceſſion of King G EO RE I. to Led 
Time of i bis Demiſe. 


r 
Change in our Government, brought about by a Statute 
LF III. for li- 
the Succeſſion of the Crown; by which, after the Death 
then Princeſs I NN E, without Iflue, it was to 
paſs to the moſt illuſtrious Houſe of Sh as the next Proteſ> 
tant Heirs : For the Princeſs Sophia, EleAreſs Dowager of Ha- 
of Bohemia, who, befote het 
with the Elector Palatine, was ſtiled the Princeſs Eli- 
Daughter to Fames VI. of Scotland, 
and I. of England ;. in whom united all the Hereditary Claims to 
the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms. But, the Princeſs Sophia 
dying a very little while before the Queen, GEORGE-LEW1S, 
of Hanover her Son, became Heir to this Crown, on 
the Demiſe of Queen Anne, and. was accordingly called to the 
Succeſſion, in the Manner directed by another Statute, paſſed i in 
the ninth Year of her Majeſty's Reign. For, by tha 


Adminiſtration of the Government, immediately on 18 Br 


Death, devolved on ſeven Perſons named in the AQ, i in Conjunc- 
tion with as man as the Succeſſor ſhould think fit to appoint, in 
the Manuer dirotd by dat Law. = 

Vor. IV R Tas 


— 


D 


James Wiſhart, in the Mediterranean *. 
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Tux ſeven Juſtices fixed by the Statute, were, the Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, Dr. Thomas Tenniſon ; the Lord High Chan- 
cellor, Simon Lord Harcourt ; the Lord Preſident of the Coun- | 
cil, John Duke of Buckinghamſhire ; the Lord High Treaſurer, _ 
Charles Duke of Shrewſbury; the Lord Privy William 
Earl of Dartmouth ; firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the Admiralty, 
Thomas Earl of Strafford ; and Lord Chief Tuftice of the King's- 
Bench, Sir Thomas Parker. The Lords Juſtices appointed by 
the Succeſſor, were, the Lord Archbiſhop of York, Sir William 
Dawes ; the Dukes of Shrewſbury, Somerſet, Bolton, Devon- 


Aire, Kent, Argyle, Mantras, and Roxborough ; the Earls of | 


Pembroke, Angleſea, Carlifle, Nottingham," Abi ngdon, Scarbo- 
rough, and Orford; the Lord Viſcount Townſhend ; and the 
Lords Halifax, and Cowper. Theſe Lords Juſtices, the ſame 


Day the Queen died, iflued a Proclamation declaring the Acceſſi- 
on of King George I. and commanding Him to be proclaimed 
through all Parts of the Kingdom ; which was done accordingly. 


On the next Day, they ſent the Earl of Dorſet to his Majeſty, 
to invite Him over; and on the 3d of Auguſt, the Lord High 


Chancellor, in the Name of the Lords Juſtices, ' opened the Seſ- 


ſion of Parliament by a Speech. On the 17th of the ſame 


| Month, the Earl of Berkley failed with a Squadron of ſixteen | 


Men of War, and fix Yachts, for Holland, in Order to attend | 
his Majeſty, where he was joined by eight Ships of the States Ge- 


eral, under Rear-Admiral Coperen ; and, to fecure the Coaſts 


and the Channel, Admiral Wager was ſent down to Portſmouth, 
and Sir Thomas Hardy to Plymouth, to equip ſuch Ships as were | 
fit for Service. AND das N 

His Majeſty arriving from Holland on the 18th of September, 
and making his public E on the 20th, took the Reins of Go- 
vernment into his own Hands; and very ſoon, made ſome conſi- 
derable Alterations in the ſeveral Boards; particularly in that of 
the Admiralty, which was clean ſwept; for, inſtead of Thomas 
Earl of Strafford, Sir John Leake, Sir William Drake, Jobn 
Aiflabie, Eſq; Sir James Wiſhart, and Dr. John Clarke, who 


were there on the Demiſe of the late Queen, his Majeſty ap- 
pointed Edward Earl of Orford, Sir George Byng, George 
_ Dedington, Eſq; Sir Jabn Jennings, Sir Charles Turner, Abra- | 


ham Stanyan, and George Baillie, Eſqrs. In the Month of Ne- 
vember, Matthew Aylmer, Eſq; was declared Admiral and Com- 
mander in Chief of his Majeſty's Fleet; and ſoon after, Sir Char- 
les Wager, Rear-Admiral of the Red, was ſent to relieve Sir 


THE 
In Order to render the ſubſequent Hiſtory more clear, it will be 
| | requiſite 


9 1 
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Tus Subject of this Work obliges me only to take Notice of 


ſuch Acts of the new Government as relate to Naval Affairs; 


and therefore, after obſerving that a new Parliament was ſum- 
moned, and met at Veſtminſter; March the 19th, the next 
Thing that occurs, is, that on the firſt of April, 1715, they 
came to a Reſolution, to allow 10,000 Seamen at four Pounds a 
Month; and on the gth of May following, granted 135,574: 


35. 64, for the Half-pay of Sea- Officers; 197,896/. 175. 6d. for” 


the Ordinary of the Navy; and 237, 277l. for the extraordinary 
e 


| Repairs of the Navy, and Rebuilding of Ships. Theſe larg 


Sums were thought neceſſary, becauſe, at this Juncture, the 
Fleet of Great Britain was very much decayed; and it was 
foreſeen that, notwithſtanding the Peace fo lately concluded, new 
Diſputes were likely to ariſe, which might require freſh Arma- 
1 ee 
AMONGST theſe Diſputes, the moſt ſerious was that in which 
we were engaged with Stweden. This had begun before the 
Queen's Death, and was occaſioned by the Swediſh Privateers 


taking many of our Ships, which, with their Cargoes, were con- 


fiſcated, on a Pretence that we aſſiſted and ſupplied the Czar and 


his Subjects, with Ships, Arms, Ammunition, &c, contrary, as 
was ſuggeſted, to our Treaties with the Crown of Sweden. Mr. 


Fackſon, her Majeſty's Miniſter at Stockholm, had preſented ſeve- 
ral Memorials upon this Subject, without receiving any fatisfac- 


_ tory Anſwer; and therefore, it was now thought expedient to 
make Uſe of more effectual Means, viz. ſending a ſtrong Squa- 


dron of Men of War into the Baltich, the rather, becauſe their 
High Mightineſſes the States General, labouring under the ſame 
Inconveniences, found themſelves obliged, after all pacific Me- 


| thods had been tried in vain, to have Recourſe to the ſame Mea- 
ſures, in Order to protect the Commerce of their Subjects. 


= THis 


requiſite to give the Reader a ſhort State of the Commands in the 
Navy, at the Acceſſion of King George I. 


Sir John Leake, Knt. Rear- Admiral of Great Britain. 


Matthew Aylmer, Eſq; Admiral and Commander iu Chief of his 
_ Majeſty's Fleet. | | 


Sir James Wiſhart, Knt. Admiral of the White Squadron. 
Sir John Norris, Knt. Admiral of the Blue. 885 
James, Earl of Berkley. Vice Admiral of the Red. 
Sir Edward Whitaker, Knt. Vice-Admiral of the White. 
John Baker, Eſq; Vice-Admiral of the Blue. 

Sir Charles Wager, Knt. Rear Admiral of the Red. 

Sir Hovenden Walker, Rear-Admiral of the White. 

Sir Thomas Hardy, Knt. Rear Admiral of the Blue, 
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Tuis once reſolved, a Squadron of twenty Sail was 8 
for this Service, and the Command given to Sir John Norris, 
who was then Admiral of the Blue, and who had Sir Thoma: 
Hardy, Rear-Admiral of the ſame Squadron, to aſſiſt him. The 
Admiral hoiſted his Flag on Board The Cumberland, a Third Rate, 
having ten Ships of the Line in his Diviſion. Sir Thomas Hardy 
was in The Norfolk, a Third Rate alſo, and had in his Diviſion, 


Guns, and The Drake Shop, which carried ſixteen. 
failed from the Nere on the 18th. of May, and arrive: 
Sound on the xoth of June following; where, finding the Dutch 
Squadron, a Conference was held on Board The Cumber 
the 14th, in which it was reſolved, that the combined 
ſhould proceed t „ with the Engl and Dutch Merchant- 
men under their Convoy, for their reſpective Ports; which they 
performed accordingly, by the Cloſe of the Mont. 


mining the Diſputes which had ariſen between the two Nations. 
The Anſwer he received, was ſo looſe, and uncertain, that he 


reſolved to 


y to fail from England with Sir 7 
Theſe Ships remained till the Daniſh Fleet was ready to fail, in 
Order to take the Advantage of their Convoy. About the Mid- 
dle of the Month of Auguft, the Daniſþ Fleet, conſiſting of 
twenty Ships of the Line, with the Ruſſian Squadron, reſolved to 
_ fail up the Baltich, with the Engliſh and Dutch. As the Czar 
of Muſcovy was at this Time at Copenhagen, and defigned to 
command his own Ships, ſeveral Conſultations were held, to re- 


gulate the Command of the ſeveral Squadrons of different Na- 


tions, then in that Road, which, together, were called the con- 


federate Fleet. It was, at laſt, reſolved to give the chief Com- 
mand of it to the Czar of Muſcovy ; but ſo, that Sir John Norris 


ſhould command the Van-Guard of the united Fleet ; the Czar, 
the Body of the Line of Battle; the Daniſh Admiral, Count 
| Gueldenlew, the Rear; and, that the Dutch Commodore, with 
his Squadron, and five Britzſh Men of War, ſhould 
with the Trade of both Nations, for their reſpective Harbours, in 
the Baltick. According to this Reſolution, the 16th, the Czar 
hoiſted his Imperial Flag, as Admiral, on Board one of __ 
| hips, 
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immediately ſaluted by Sir John Nor- 
ris, with a Diſc of his Cannon, which was followed by the 
22 and Dutch * mo —_—_— — „ his 
zerian Majeſty gave the Signal for ſailing; the 18th they came 
to an Anchor in the Nicger-Bucht; from whence, they failed 
towards Bornholm, where, being informed that the Stwed:fb Fleet 
was returned to Carlſcroon, the Britifh and Dutch Merchant- 
Ships, with their Convoys, ſeparated, and on their 
reſpective Vo and the Czar, with his Squadron, failed for 
the Coaſt of Mecklenburg. 5 | 
THE Swedes had at this Time, a very numerous Fleet, and 
in pretty good Condition; but they were too wiſe to hazard it 
828 unequal Force as that of the Confederates ; and, 
e, withdrew it into one of their own Ports, till they re- 


ceived the King's abſolute Orders. On the 28th of October, Sir 


Jabn Norris, with the Britiſh Squadron under his Command, 
and the Daniſh Men of War commanded by Count Gueldenlew, 
arrived at Bornholm, on which Day, the two Cruizers which 
Sir John Norris had ſent to Carlſcroon, returned to him with an 
Account that they had ſeen the Stoediſß Fleet, with two Flags, 


and ſeven broad Pendants in Carlſcroon, and all the Ships they 


could diſcover, lay rigg'd ; as alſo, that they had three Cruizers 


under Sail, off the Port. That Night, Sir John Norris ſent 


thoſe two Cruizers, being the beſt Sailors of his Squadron, to 
Dantzich, to haſten the Trade down the Baltick; and if they 


bound the fix Briti/h Men of War, and all che Merchant-men 


had joined there, to order the Commodore not to loſe a Moment 


that could be made Uſe of for failing, but to proceed. Theſe 


Cruizers arrived at Dantzick on the 3oth, where they joined the 
Britiſh Men of War, and the Trade, which, on the 31ſt, all 


_ failed from Dantzict. On the gth, the Britiſb Men of War, 
with the Trade, joined Sir 7abn Norr:s's Squadron at Bornbolm 
(having failed from the Fleet off Dantzick on the 4th of this 


lonth) and the next Day came all with him into the Road of 
Copenhagen. On the 12th, arrived the Dutch Trade, with their 
Convoy, which had been obliged to ſtay after ours at Dantzich, 


for Proviſions. A few Days after, Sir Jahn failed from the Road 


of Copenhagen ; and, notwithſtanding his Fleet, as well as the 
Merchant-nen under his Convoy, were ſurprized by a violent 
Storm, which diſperſed them, and in which The Augu/t, of ſixty 

Guns, and The Garland of Twenty-four, were unfortunately 
loſt ; yet the reſt, with all the Trade, ſafely arrived at the Trow, 
on the aqth of November, in the Morning. Sir John Norris left 
ſeven Ships of War under the Command of Commodore Cleland, 


in the Baltich, * Danes, * 
* ih 
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the further Security of the Britiſh Trade, if neceſſary. Thus 1 
| have proſecuted the Hiſtory of this Baltick Expedition, from the 
Sailing to the Return of the Fleet, that the Reader might the 
better apprehend it: And now I ought to return to the Proceed- 
ings of our Fleets in the Channel; but that it ſeems requiſite to 
clear up ſome Points relating to this Baltict Expedition, which 
have of late been the Subject of high Diſputes. 
The great Point in queſtion, as to this Swediſh Expedition, 
is, whether it took Riſe from our own Concerns, or from 
thoſe of the Electorate of Hanover. On the one Hand, it is very 
certain, that the Swwedr/b Privateers took our Ships, as well as 
thoſe of other Nations, and that, in fitting out a Fleet for thoſe 
Scas, we did no more than the Dutch. On the Arrival of Sir 
Fehn Nerris in the Baltict, our Miniſter preſented a Memorial, 
in which, he ſet forth, the particular Damages ſuſtained by our 
Merchants, amounting to 69,024 J. 2 s. 2 d. for which he de- 
manded Satisfaction; and, at the ſame Time, inſiſted on the Re- 
peal of an Edict, which his Swed:/þ Majeſty had lately publiſhed, 
and by which the Commerce of the Baltick was wholly prohi- 
bited to the Engliſh. This Memorial was preſented, June 15, 
1715, and in it, the Nature of Sir John Norris's Commiſſion 
was explained ; fo that, thus far, all this Quarrel ſeems to ariſe 
from his Majeſty's Care of the Britiſh Commerce ®. 
Bur as Elector of Hanover, he had alſo ſome Diſputes with 
his Majeſty of Szveden, of quite a different Nature; and having 
purchaſed from the Crown of Denmark the Dutchies of Bremen 
and Verden, which had been taken from the Crown of Sweden, 
found himſelf obliged, in quality of Elector, to concur with the 
firſt- mentioned Power, in declaring War againſt Sweden ; and, 
even before this was done, ſome Engliſh Ships joined the Daniſh 
Fleet, in order to diſtreſs the Swedes. Of this, the Swediſp Mi- 
niſter here complained, by a Memorial delivered to Lord Town- 
end, then Secretary of State, dated October 3, 1715. His 
Swediſh Majeſty alſo, in Anſwer to the Hanoverian Declaration 
of War, publiſhed ſome very ſevere Reflections, in which he aſ- 
ſerts, that the Honour of the Britifþ Flag had been proſtituted ta 
ſerve the Intereſts ' of another State, and in order to create an In- 
tercourſe between the King's Regal and Electoral Dominions . 
Thus far I have given the Evidence on both Sides, and leave the 
Whole to the Determination of the Reader ; with this Obſervation 
* Lamberti Tom. ix. p. 251, Oldmixon, Annals of King George, 


© Lamberti Tom. ix. p. 301. Hiſtorical Regiſter, vol. i. p. 2. 
Oldmixon, &c. rt: WY rn 


e *69 
only, that the Dutch, though no leſs injured, no leſs concerned 
in their Trade than we, did not, however, think it neceſſary to 
come to ſuch Extremities. 3 

Wurnx this Squadron was employed in the Baltich, the Re- 
bellion was extinguiſhed in Scotland; but with ſo little Aſſiſtance 
from our Naval Force, that it ſcarce deſerves to be mentioned. 
It is true, Sir George Byng was ſent to hoiſt his Flag in the 
Downs, in the Middle of Summer, and continued there as long 
as the Seaſon would permit; but no Enemy appeared, and Sir 
John Jennings was ſent to Edinburgh, from whence he went on 
Board The Oxford, in the Frith, and hoiſted his Flag as Com- 
mander in Chief of the Squadron then upon the Coafts, which 
would have been highly ſerviceable in caſe the Pretender's Ad- 
herents had either had any Naval Force, or had been ſuccoured 
from beyond the Seas: But there was nothing of this Kind. The 
Rebellion broke out under the Influence and Direction of the Earl 
of Mar, who was ſoon joined by the Clans; and the Duke of 
Argyle being ſent down againſt him, it quickly appeared how ill 
their Meaſures had been taken. His Grace had, indeed, but a 
ſmall Number of Regular Troops under his Command ; but his 
| Intereſt was fo extenſive, that he not only engaged many power- 

ful Families to declare for King George, but, which perhaps was 
the greater Service of the two, engaged many more to remain 
quiet, who otherwiſe had joyned the Rebels. The Bufineſs was 
decided by the Battle of Sheriff Moor, near Dunblain, fought 
November 13, 1715, the ſame Day that General Fofter and the 
Engliſh Facobites ſurrendered at Preſton. Yet, after this, the 
Chevalier de St. George ventured over into Scotland, in a very 
r Veſſel ; where, ſoon finding his Affairs deſperate, and his 
erſon in the utmoſt Danger, he contrived to make his Eſcape 
from the North, with the utmoſt Secrecy ; which he effected, by 
going on board a clean tallow'd French Snow, which failed out 
of the Harbour of Montroſe, February the 3d, in Sight of ſome 
Engliſh Men of War, but kept fo cloſe along Shore, it was im- 
poſſible to follow her 4. | 5 ak 
Tus were the principal Tranſactions of this Year, at the 
* hath which, OP were ſtill in _ Co __ the 
arliament thought fit to grant upplies for the enfuing 
Year, viz, _ Cr at the) — of 4 J. per Month, the 
Sum of 233,849 J. 195. 6 d. for the Ordinary of the Navy. 
and 23, 623 J. for the extraordinary Repairs of the Navy. We 
have already taken Notice of what paſt this Year under Sir Jahn 
Norris in the Baltict; and here, — have only to 2 
4 — 


2 Hiſtorical Regiſter, Oldmixon, Annals of King George, &c. 
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that ſome af the Pyratical States in Barbary havi 
Peace, Admiral Baker who had the Command 
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ſoon appeared, that 'notwi had loſt 
Hopes with ReſpeR to Succours from France, they had ſtill 


iracy was 
at Home and 


95 


E: 


ſter of that Ki ; A Fad, which firuck the Foreign ini 
ſters here with the utmoſt Surprize, from which, however 
5 quick] 
e Oldmixon, Hiſtorical Regiſter, London-Gazette, Kr. 
nal of King George, Qldmixon, Political State, 
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Spirit of the late: Charles XIL will eaſily conceive, that it was na- 
| Expedient, which ſeemed 
— was diſ- 


itfelf, by the 
rigorous — taken bere. . 


during ſuch a Time as his 
_ Safety and Peace of his | 
Houſes, and had the Royal Aſſent; and on the 2d of March, : a 
Proclamation was publiſhed to the fame End 5, 

5 As it was foreſeen that this Affair muſt neceſſarily occaſion the 
ſending another Squadron to the -Baltick, the neceſſary Supplies 
were very early granted, vis. 10,000 Seamen for „ Ui 
the Yer 1717; 226,794 5. 3d. for the Ordinary of the Na- 
vy, and 20, 1 l. for the Extraordinary and Repairs, and for the 
futh Sea-Stores. as might be + Immediately 
ors Orders were — — ng a Go 9 conſiſts 
ing one Line, es Frigates, for the 
Fe tC Command of which, was given to Sir George Byng, 


who was to have had two Admirals under him, with an ad-. 


_ ditional Force 5 but, before thoſe Ships were ready, the Miniſtry | 
altered their and Sir George, in Obedience to his freſh 


mme * for Copenhagen d. 
WHATEVER 


1 Chandler's Debates, Olimixon, Hiſtorical Regiſter, &c. 
» Chandler's Debates, Votes of the Houſe of Commons, Political 
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WHATEVER Neceflity there might be for theſe vigorous Mea- 
ſures, yet it is certain, that this Neceſſity did not ſo fully appear 
to many who were hitherto ſuppoſed as penetrating Politicians as 
any in this Kingdom ; and therefore, an Oppoſition was created, 
where it was leaſt expected, I mean by ſome who had the Honour 
to be in the King's Councils; which, however, did not hinder 
them from expreſſing their Sentiments with a Britiſh Freedom. 
Their Arguments, however, had ſo little Weight, that as ſoon 
as Sir George 2 ſome of the great Miniſters pre- 
vailed upon his Majeſty to ſend, on the 3d of April, 1717, a 
Meſſage to the Houſe of Commons to this Effect; that, being 
defirous to ſecure his Kingdoms againſt the preſent Danger with 
which they were threatned from Sweden, he hoped they would. 
enable him to make good ſuch Engagements as might eaſe his 
People of all future Charge, and Apprehenſions, upon this Ac- 


count. This occaſioned warm Debates in the Houſe ; it being 


faid, that the demanding a Supply, without communicating the 
particular Uſes to which it was to be appropriated, was unparlia- 
- mentary ; and even Mr. Walpole, now Earl of Orford, and Mr. 
Speaker, appeared to be againſt it. However, it was at length 
carried in the Committee, 164 to 149. That it was the Opini- 
on of the Committee, that a Sum not exceeding two hundred and 
fifty thouſand Pounds be granted to his Majeſty to concert ſuch 
Meaſures with foreign Princes and States, as may prevent any 
Charge and Apprehenſion from the Deſigns of Sweden for the 
future : When the Queſtion was again put in the Houſe, it was 
carried but by four Voices, viz. Yeas 153, Noes 149. The next 
Morning, M. Secretary Stanhope let the Lord Totunſbend know, 
that his Majeſty had no further Occaſion for his Service, as Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland: whereupon, Mr. Walpole (now Earl of 
_ Orford) firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury ; Mr. Methuen Se- 
cretary of State; and Mr. Pulteney Secretary at War, laid down 
their Employments. A few Days after, Edward ( Rufſel) Earl 
of Orford, reſign'd his Office of firſt Lord of the Admiralty ; up- 
on which, his Majeſty thought proper to change that Board, and 
accordingly, James Earl of Berkley, Matthew Aylmer, Eſq; Sir 
George Byng, James Cockburn, and William Chetwind, Eſqrs. 
were made Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty l. | 
It was neceſſary to take Notice of theſe Domeſtick Proceedings, 
before we followed Sir George Byng with his Fleet into the Bal- 
tick; where ſo little was performed, that it is not eaſy to give the 


1 Chandler's Debates, Votes of the Houſe of Commons, Oldmix- 
en, Hiſtorical Regiſter, Political State, &c. 5 — 
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Reader any tolerable Satisfaction about it. On the Eleyenth of 
April, Sir George arrived in the Road of Copenhagen ; the next 
Day he had an Audience of the King, and affifted at ſeveral Con- 
ferences, which were held in the ſucceeding Week, in order to 
ſettle the Operati ads 6-6 and the Command of the Con- 
federate Fleet, in caſe the ſeveral ons ſhould join. Sir 
George next detached five Ships of the Line to cruize in the Cate- 
gat, between Gottenburgh and the Point of Schagen, to cover the 
Trade from the Swediſh Privateers. The Daniſh Cruizers being 
| likewiſe employed for the ſame * * the Paſſage was ſo effec- 

tually ſecured, that no Ships could: out of that Port. Sir 
George himſelf waited only for a fair Wind to fail with the reſt of 
the Britiſh Squadron into the Baltic, where the Swedes, howe- 
yer, had abſolutely laid afide whatever Deſigns they had formed, 
either to our Prejudice, or againſt the general Peace of Europe. 
On the 7th of May, however, our Admiral failed from Copenha- 
en, having under his Convoy, a great Number of Merchant- 
Shi „ bound for ſeveral Parts of the Baltict, and in the Kioger- 
Bucht, was joined oy a Daniſh Fleet, commanded by Vice-Ad- 
miral Gabel: they failed together towards Carlſcroom ; but were 
obliged by contrary Winds to return. As no Enemy appeared, 
and the Seaſon of the Year began to advance, Sir George Byng 
thought of returning Home with the Fleet; and accordingly, he, - 
on the 2d of November, paſt the Sound, with nine Engliſb Men 
of War, three Frigates, and three Veſſels of ſmall Burthen, leav- 
ing behind him fix Men of War to act in Conjunction with the 
Daniſh Fleet; and on the 15th of the ſame Month, arrived fafe 
at the Mouth of the Thames: There leaving his Squadron, he came 
up to London, where he was graciouſly received by his Majeſty. 
So that here ended the Naval Expedition for this Year, and with 
it, in a great Meaſure, the Apprehenſion the Nation was under 
from the Groves, 5 1 


* 


* To quiet the Minds of the People, and prevent their running in- 
to a Notion, that the fitting out this Fleet was not really intended for 
the Honour and Service of Great Britain: The following Account 
was publiſhed in the Gazette. 


AwpMiralTY-Oprice, June 28. 


Captain Leſtock, of The Panther, who commands the Ships, ap- 

_ & pointed by Sir George Byng, to cruize off Gottenburgh, gives an 
* Account by bis Letter, dated the thirteenth of laſt Month, That, 
* on the 27th of April, he failed out of Marde in Norway, and three 
* Days after, took a Swediſh Privateer-Dogger, of iix Guns, and 
a a e 8 


KE. 


5 
f 4 
g 


. 


taken up by 


Indias, who, ſince the Cs of the 
numerous and inſolent. And to give the Public a juſt Idea of 
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In the mean Time, hou bene hay thought fit to appoint Sir 
Fobn Norris Envoy Extraordinary and Nr $6 the Cr 


of. Muſcovy ; and, as if Things began to be ſo diſpoſed as to ad- = 


it of a Peace in the North, a Reſolution was taken, to diſcharge 

t Cad Sr ne which was thus brought about, His Royal 
the Duke of Orleans ordered the French Miniſter here, 

his Royal Hig hneſs eech well 


qi th King, 0 os Tor and that he. was 


had not, nor ever 
his Britannic Ma- 
ers had entered 
oe i ix out of his Know- 
| 7 he would cauſe a, 
to be their Condur*; in order to daniſh 
be peel Geh. Upon this Propoſition 


at Count G 
Mr. Fack &/on, the E 20 Me. 


oertz ſhould be releaſed from 
is Confinement in Holland ; more y pe penned, 
the Storm did not entirely blow over; but the Sued 
rel ſtill proved a Source of new Expence to the Britiß ation, 1 
THe » to ſhew that their Thoughts were not wholly | 
© Diſputes in the North, framed at this Time, a 
of ſupp Dir U en Wt 
very 
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Stockholm, and that 
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very juſt and laudable Deſign 


2 this Reſpect 2 cauſed an Order of Council, 

ember, 1717, to be publiſhed to the Effect 
Complaint having been made to his 
14 1 —_—— 


6 ſeventy-two Men, commanded by one St. Leger, the Perſon who 
4 ſometime fince ſeized one of our Packet-Boats. That the ſame Af. 
4c ternoon, he retook a Dutch Hoy, which had been taken the Day 


- before, | by a Swediſh Ship of ten Guns ; and, on the fert of May, 


« jn the Afternoon, he met and took the Privateer, into whoſe Hands 
« the Hoy had fallen: All which Prizes were carried imo Arundel ; 5 
tand that, the ninth at Night, The Strafford retook a Dutch Fly- boat. 
By another Letter from Captain Leſtock, dated the 26th of May, 
6 he es an A CR 's Ship The Severn had taken 
* a Pirate, and retaken a Dutch n That the Chatham had 
% taken two Swediſh Privateers : And, that on the fifteenth of the 


_ * ſaid Month of May, our Skis rok Sued Irigantine of eight 
Guns and twenty-ſix Men.“ 


. George, Hiſ- 
torical Regiſter, Political State, æc. King 


Cx n Reward, to be 
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228 as well 28 by the ſeveral Governors of his Mas 


” i dend pleaſed, ER Flee end a pre 
« employed for ſuppreſſing the ſaid Piracics ; and 


« 2s it hath alſo been *feited to his Majeſty, 
A5 rn 1 — 

— with to ama-1ſlands : 

RN Is wet. p Means uſed 2 that 

6. Addreſs, for fakes the ſaid Bebome Then: - „ that 

<« at this Time, the Pirates have a Lodgment with a __ on 


c . one of the Bahamas ; as alſo, that 2 uſual 
cc Retreat, 


and general Receptacle for Pirates, is at Providence, 
„ the Principal of thoſe Iſlands: His Majeſty bas been further 
« ple, wo gre D e Directions for thoſe Pirates, who 
Eken Shelter in the ſaid Iſlands, as well as for ſecuring 
« thoſe Iſlands, and making Settlements, and a Fortification there, 
© for the Safety and 
46 Seas for the future . 


t of Trade, and — thoſe 


Br a Proclamation, dated the fifth of September, 1717, his 
Majeſty promiſed his Pardon to any Engliſh W:ft-India Pirates, 
whio ſurrender themſelves on, or before the 5th of September 
following, for all Piracies committed before the 5th of Ja- 
22 preceding: And, after the ſaid 5th of September, any of 
bs Connie, tal ha Sea or Land, who take a Pirate, upon 
is Convi ſhall have, for a Captain, a hundred Pounds ; 
any. other Officer, from 2 Lieutenant down to a Gunner, 
rk for an Inferior Officer, thirty Pounds; and for 
every private Man, twenty Pounds. Laſtly, any Pirate deli- 
vering up a Captain, or Commander, on, or before, the 6th of 
September” (ſo as he be convicted) ſhould have two 
paid at the Treaſury. We ſhall, 
in treating of the Events of next Year, give a large Account 
of the good Effects which this Me produced, by giving 
an immediate Check to the Inſolency of theſe Sort of People, 


and opening a Way to their total Suppreſſion. But it * 
ime 
» Oldmixon, Hiſtorical Regiſter, Political State. 
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Time to return to Aﬀairs of Importance, and to fa 
ſomewhat of the Politics of the Britz Miniſtry at Lon 
the rather becauſe all the Naval Tranſactions which follow, depend 
entirely upon them . TILE | 5% 
Tur Troubles of the Norti ſtill ſubſiſting, we could not ſud- 
denly extricate our ſelves from the Share we had taken in them; 
though it was viſibly ſuch a one, as laid our Commerce under 
great Difficulties Abroad, and perplexed us not a little at Home. 
The Merchants complained of the bad Effects which the Prohibi- 
tion of Trade with Sweden had r 
ſtead of thirty Thouſand Pounds a Vear, which the Bal of 
that Trade conſtantly brought us, we now loſt ninety Tbouſand 
Pounds a Year,. by Swediſh Commodities from o- 
ther People, particularly from the Dutch, who raiſed the Price 
of Swediſh Iron, four Pounds a Ton; which was thought the 
harder, becauſe in the original Quarrel, the Dutch were as d 
as we: And now, by an unaccountable 'Turn, they were in Pol 
maments, were entirely ſhut. out. This was the Effect of the 
Swediſh War Abroad ; but, here at Home, Things were in 2 
worſe — for wg. of —4— 2 who had re- 
fi their , upon that e ures whi 
dere the Swedgh War, infited warmly, both within Doors 
and without, that it was now carried on, not only without Re- 
gard, but in direct Oppoſition to, and the manifeſt Diſadvantage 
of the Intereſt of Great Britain. In Proof of this, they alledged, 
not only the Memorials preſented from Time to Time by the 
Swediſh Miniſters, but thoſe alſo delivered of late by the Mi- 
niſter from the Czar ; which concurred in affirming, that all 
our Meaſures in the North, were governed by the German In- 
tereſt, I do not take upon me to determine, whether theſe 
Gentlemen were in the Right, or in the Wrong. I only relate 
Matters of Fact as I find them; and relate them, becauſe my 
_ Hiſtory would not be intelligible without them. The Miniſtry, 
| however, did not change their Sentiments, but perſiſted ſtill in 
their Reſolution, to bring the King of Sweden to ſuch Terms 
as they thought reaſonable, by Force. This was a Method, 
' Which of all Princes Charles XII. could the leaſt bear; and 
therefore, inſtead of thinking of a Peace upon ſuch Terms, he 
turned his Thoughts entirely on the Means of carrying on a 
War; and, though his Affairs were in a very low and diſtreſ- 
ſed Condition, yet his heroic Spirit, joined to the * 


Alls 


* Annals of King George, Political State, Continuation of Rapin. 
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Pains he took, put them at laſt into ſuch a Poſture. that if he 
had not been - ſnatched away by a ſudden Death, it is highly 
Le would. have reſtored. them, at leaſt on the Side of 
Sox th was the only Affair of Conſequence that employed 
the T houghts of our Adminiſtration. We were then in cloſe 
Confederacy with the Emperor and France, and, in Conjunc- 
tion with theſe Powers, had undertaken to ſettle the Aﬀairs of 
Europe on a better Foundation than the Treaty of Utrecht left 
them. With this View the Triple Alliance was concluded on, 
the 4th of Fanuary 1717 ; and, that not anſwering the End 
from it, we next entered (as will be ſhewn) into the 
famous quadruple Alliance, which was intended to remedy all 
theſe Defects, and to fix the general Tranquillity for ever. 
Yet, by unforeſeen Accidents, to which human Policy will be 
always liable, this Alliance proved the Cauſe of an immediate 
War between Us and Spain, and has been the Source of all 
the Troubles that have riſen in Europe, from the Time of its 
Concluſion to this very Day. By this Treaty (the Terms of 
which were already fixed, though it was not executed till ſome 
Months afterwards) the Contracting Powers undertook to ſatisfy 
the Emperor and the King of Spain: in. order to which, his 
Imperial Majeſty was to have Sicily given him; and the Re- 
verſion of the Italian Dominions, to which the Queen of Spain 
|, was to be ſecured to her Poſterity. The Crown of 
ain was at preſent highly diſpleaſed with the Proviſion made 
for its Intereſt ; and though the Emperor ſeemed to be very well 
contented at this Juncture; yet, as ſoon as Spain was compelled 
to accept what was now offered her, he alſo grew difpleaſed 
with the Partition, and we have never ſince been able to keep 
them both in any Temper, or preſerve ourſelves from being 
involved in their Quarrels, as the Reader, in the Courſe of this 
Work, will be ſufficiently informed. Theſe Span; Diſputes 
were another Ground of Oppoſition, which afforded Room for 
the then Patriots to complain, that we were more attentive to 
the Intereſt of the Emperor, than careful of the Commerce of 
Great Britain. In ſpite, of. this Clamour, the Miniſtry con- 
certed with the Emperor and France, the proper Means for 
executing the Project which gave Birth to this Treaty, by 
taking the. Iſland of Sicily from the Duke of Savey, who was 
now poſſeſſed of it, with the Title of King, and giving it * 


5 Oldmixon, Hiſtorical Regiſter, Mercures Hiſtoriques, ve. Lam: 
erti. * liſtoriqu 


292 NAVAL HISTORY. 


his Imperial Majeſty 
| to 


on the Duke of Savoy ?. = 

In this critical Situation, Things were, when the 
met on the 21ſt a on the 
tember following, granted, as the Cuſtom had 
Years, 10,000 Seamen for the Year 1718, and 2 


« GEORGE RE x, 

His Majeſty being at preſent 

5 elfare 

© and the I ranquillity of Europe; and havi 
vy 


* their Mees W. 
H1s Meſſage was brought 
and an Addreſs, to make Good 


were mentioned, if they be found neceſſary, was moved 
for by Sir William Strickland, and agreed to, without a Diviſion z 
which why ney agreeable to the Court, The next Day, 
the King t to make ſome Alterations at the Navy- 
James Earl of Berkley, Sir George Byng, 


Board; and, accordingly, 7 i 

Sir John Jennings, John Cockburn, and William Chetwynd, Eſqrs. 
Sir fohn Norris, and Sir Charles Mager, were declared Com- 
ecuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of 


miſhoners for ex 
England, Ireland, &c. the Right Honourable James Earl of 
| Berkley, to be Vice-Admiral of Great-Britain, and Matthew 
Aylmer, Eſq; to be Rear-Admiral of Great Britain, who was ſoon 
after raiſed to the Dignity of a Baron of the Kingdom of Ireland. 
| . — WII E 
P Annals of King George, Political Srate, and all the Memoirs 
of thoſe Times. 1 Oldmixon, Chandler's Debates, Political State. 
Votes of the Houſe of Commons. * Political State, Hiſtori- 


cal Regiſter, Anuals of King George, &c, 


Of King GEORGE. I. 273 
. Waits theſe were taking, a great Number of large 
Ships were put into iſſion, and ſuch other Steps purſued, 
as rendered it evident, that the Fleet now fitting out, would not 
prove a Fleet of Parade. The Spaniſb Miniſter pere M. de Mon- 


talaane, who was a Man of Foreſight and Intrigue, being alarmed 
at theſe Appearances, repreſented in a Memorial, dated the 18th 
of March, 1718, That fo powerful an Armament, in Time of 


< Peace, could not but cauſe Umbrage to the King his Mafter, 
© and alter the good Intelligence that rei between the two 
*. The King anſwered, That it was not his In- 


© Crowns 


C tention to conceal the Subject of that Armament ; and that he 
ſoon to ſend Admiral Byng with a powerful Squadron 


& deſigned 
<-into the Mediterranean Sea, in order to maintain the Neutra- 


< lity of Haly, againſt thoſe who ſhould ſeek to diſturb it”. 


The Reaſon affigned for acting with ſo much Vigour, was the 
Diſpoſitions made in Spain for attacking the Iſland of Sicily, and 
the Hardſhips that were put upon the 5 

dinal Alberoni, who was then at the Head of the Spaniſh Affairs, 
defended himſelf, and the Meaſures he had taken, with great 
Spirit, endeavouring to make the World believe, that the Spa- 


ious 


2 The Letter referred to in the Text, was written by Cardinal Al- 


beroni, to the Marquis de Beretti Landi, his Catholic Majeſty's Am- 
baſſador to the States General, who communicated it to their High | 
Mightineſſes. The Reader will eaſily perceive, that this Letter falls 
a good deal later in Point of Time, than where I place it; but as it 


contains the Reaſons of the Sicilian Expedition, I thought it came beſt 
in for my Purpoſe here. „„ 

I acquaint your Excellency, that my Lord Stanhope ſet out the 
„ 26th of this Month from the Court at the Eſcurial for Madrid; 
. whence he was to proceed in his Journey to Paris; having ſeen 
* Proofs ſufficient, during his Stay here, of the Conſtancy and Firm- 


4% neſs with which the King rejected the Project of the Princes Me- 


« diators, and the Suſpenſion of Arms laſt propoſed. He learnt, 


« from their Majeſty's own Mouths, in two lorg Conferences, to 


* which he had the Honour to be admitted, that they deteſted that 


* Project, as unjuſt, prejudicial, and offenſive to their Honour; 1 


& told him, that I did not comprehend what Motive could induce 
« the Confederated Powers to admit the Duke of Savoy into their 


« Alliance ; not only conſidering of what little Uſe he will be to 
| 3 


Vor. V. « them, 


ritiſ Merchants. Car- 


niſb. Expedition againſt the Iſland of Sicily, was not ſo much a 
Matter of Choice, as of Neceſſity. I ſhould wrong that wiſe 
Miniſter extremely, if I ſhould endeavour to give his Senſe in 
any other Words than his own; and therefore, I have preſerved 

his Letter upon this Subject:; which is ſo much the more Cu- 


3 . * 


7 Fr 8 . > N * . —— P 2 
a — | 
. : ——— l 8 
WS 1 8 wt, i — 2 _ os - if... ha 4 < * 


NBR 
I" 


; 1 * 
. 
LES =E . * - wo 5 w— Aa = — 


3 — 2 


_— 


T7, * 


. » a ooo en per x bij >. wn. pe 
N P * F_ 4 


** * * 
1 


274 NAVAL HISTORY 
rious, as it is not at all taken Notice of in ſome late Accounts of 
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them, but becauſe tis certain, thoſe Powers have no need of the 
Troops of Savoy, unleſs that Prince will maintain them at his own 
Expence, which will be very difficult to obtain. . 
« As for Sicily, I declared to my Lord Stanhope, in the Preſence 
of the Marquiſs de Nancre, that France and Great Britain had of 

themſelves, and none elſe whatever, induced the King to retake 
that Kingdom ; for both thoſe Courts had aſſured his Majeſty, that 
the Duke of Savoy was treating with the Arch-Duke to give up 
to him that Iſland, if he would accept it: but that he had refuſed 
it, conſidering it would be better for him to receive it by the Diſ- 
poſition of the Powers Mediators, and with the Conſent of Spain, 
becauſe in that Caſe, he would have the Advantage to obtain it by 
a more juſt, and more authentic Title; beſides, the Aſſurance of 
keeping it, by Favour of ſo powerful a Guaranty. I likewiſe 
ſhewed my Lord Stanhope, that, the Arch-Duke being Maſter of 
Sicily, all Italy will be the Slaves of the Germans, and the Powers 
of Europe not be able to ſet her at Liberty. And, that the Ger- 


mans, in the laſt War, with a ſmall Body of Troops, made head, 


and diſputed the Ground, againſt two Crowns, which had formi- 
dable Armies in Lombardy, were Maſters of the Country, and 


a great Number of conſiderable Places. I alſo repreſented to him 


very clearly, That to make War in Lombardy, was to make it in 
a Labyrinth, and that it was the fatal Burial Place of the French 
and Engliſh. That every Year of the laſt War, coſt France 18 or 
20,000 Recruits, and above 15 Millions: That the Duke of Ven- 
doſme, at the Time Things went proſperouſly, ſaid, That if the 

War in Italy laſted, the two Crowns muſt indiſpenſably abandon 
that Province, becauſe of the immenſe Charge. That, according 
to the Engagements now propoſed, the Succours of Great Britain 
are far of, and impracticable, and that the reſt would coſt a Potoſi, 
enough to ruin a Kingdom. That at preſent, thoſe of France are 
impoſſible, and would be generally oppoſed by the Nation. That 
the Arch Duke would triumph with all theſe Advantages, and 
England not recover the leaſt Reimburſement ; when, on the 


_ contrary, ſhe might gain conſiderably, by ſiding with Spain. In 


Concluſion, I told Lord Stanhope plainly, that the Propoſition of 
giving Sicily to the Arch-Duke, was abſolutely fatal ; and that of 
etting Bounds afterwards to his vaſt Deſigns, a meer Dream and 


IIluſion, ſince that Prince, being poſſeſſed of Sicily, would have no 


further need, either of France or England, for bringing immedi- 
ately the reſt of Italy under Subjection; and no Power would be 
in a Condition to oppoſe it. This is the Subſtance of all the Con- 
ferences my Lord Stanhope had, and your Excellency may make 
Uſe of it, as Occaſion ſhall offer”. | Fl. 
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ABovrT the middle of the Month of March, Sir George Byng 


was appointed Admiral and Commander in Chief of the Squadron 
intended for the Mediterranean ; and on the 24th of May follow- 


ing, he received his Inſtructions, which were to this Purpoſe. 


«© That he ſhould, upon his Arrival in the Mediterranean, ac- 
<« quaint the King of Spain, and likewiſe the Viceroy of Naples, 
4 and Governor of Milan, he was ſent into that Sea, in order to 


©* promote all Meaſures that might beſt contribute to the compoſing 
& the Differences ariſen between the two Crowns, and for prevent» 


“ ing any farther Violation of the Neutrality of Italy, which he was 
© to ſee preſerved. That he was to make Inſtances with both 


4 Parties, to forbear all Acts of Hoſtility, in order to the ſetting 


© on Foot, and concluding the proper Negotiations of Peace. 
«© But, in Caſe, the Spaniards ſhould till perſiſt to attack the Em- 


* peror's Territory in /taly, or to land in any Part of Itah, for 
<< that Purpoſe, or ſhould endeavour to make themſelves Maſters 


© of the Iſland of Sicily, which muſt be with a Deſign to invade 
ce the Kingdom of Naples, he was then, with all his Power, to 


& hinder and obſtruct the ſame ; but, if they were already land- 


«© ed, he was to endeavour amicably to diſſuade them from per- 


4 ſevering in ſuch an Attempt, and to offer them his Aſſiſtance 
& to withdraw their Troops, and to put an End to all farther 


% Acts of Hoftility ; but, if his friendly Endeavours ſhould prove 


6 ineffetual, he was then to defend the Territories attacked, by 
with, or intercepting their Ships, Convoys, 


<< keeping Compan 
or (if neceſſary) 5 oppoling them openly”. It is evident, that 
theſe Inſtructions were not of the cleareſt Kind; but it ſeems, 
they were explained to him before-hand, by the great Men, who 
| had then the Direction of all Things, as appears by a Letter 
which is {till preſerved, and _ I have placed in the Notes®. 


2 Tux 


* The Letter referred to in the Text, is from Mr. Secretary Craggs, 


immediately before his Embarkation ; it is preſerved by the accu- 


rate Hiſtorian of this Expedition, in his Appendix, Page 208, of his 
original Edition; from whence I have tranſcribed it, as a full Proof, 
that Sir George ated according to the verbal Explication of his 

written Orders by the Miniſters. 7 : © 
| « Cockpit, May 27, O. S. 1718. 


* SIR, 


I incloſe to you his Majeſty's Inſtructions, as well with relation 
* to your Conduct in the Mediterranean, as to the Treaty with the 
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Tur Admiral ſailed the 15th of June, 1718, from Spithead, 
with twenty Ships of the Line of Battle, two Fire - ſhips, 
two Bomb-Vcſlels, an Hoſpital- Ship, and a Store - ſhip. Be- 
ing got into the Occan, he ſent The Rupert to Liſbon, for 
Intelligence; and arriving the 3oth off Cape St. Vincent, he 
diſpatched The Superbe to Cadiz, with a Gentleman, who car- 
ried a Letter from him to Colonel Sanhope, (the preſent Earl 
of Harrington) the King's Envoy at Madrid, wherein he 
deſired that Miniſter to acquaint the King of Spain with his 
Arrival in thoſe Parts, in his Way to the Mediterranean, and 
to lay before him, the Inſtructions he was to act under with 
his Squadron; of which, he gave a very ample Detail in his Let- 
ter. The Envoy ſhewed the Letter to the Cardinal Alberoni, 
who, upon reading it, told him with ſome Warmth, © "That 
e“ his Maſter would run all Hazards, and even ſuffer himſelf 

c to be driven out of Spain, rather than recall his Troops, 
or conſent to any Suſpenſion of Arms; adding, "That the 
„ Spaniards were not to be frighted, and he was ſo well con- 
« yinced of their Fleets doing their Duty, that, if the Admiral 
C ſhould think fit to attack them, he fhould be in no Pain for the 
% Succeſs.” Mr. Stanhope having in his Hand, a Lift of the 
_ Britiſh Squadron, deſired his Eminence to peruſe it, and to com- 
pare its Strength with that of their own Squadron; which the 
Cardinal took and threw on the Ground with much Paſſion. Mr. 
Stanhope, with great Temper entreated him, |** To confider the 
<« ſincere Attention the King, his Maſter, had always had to the 
Honour and Intereſt of his Catholic Majeſty, which it was im- 
_ <<. poſlible for him to give greater Proofs of than he had done, by 
„ his unwearied Endeavours through the whole Courfe of the 
* preſent Negotiation, to procure the moſt advantageous Con- 
<« ditions poſſible for Spain, in which he had ſucceeded even be- 
% yond what any, unprejudiced Perſon could have hoped for; and 
c that, though by the Treaty of Utrecht for the Neutrality of 
Italy, which was entred into at the Requeſt of the King of 
Spain himſelf; as alſo, by that of Meſtminſter, the 25th of 
e „%%% * May, 


After what paſſed Yeſterday between my Lord Sunderland, my 
Lord Stanhope, You and Me, when we wete together at Lord 
% Stanhope's Lodgings, there remains nothing for me, but to wiſh 
you a good Voyage, and good Succeſs in your Undertakings : I 
e do it very heartily, and am, with great Truth, 
| 6c 8 1 R, 

Vour moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


„J. CRAGGS. 


* 
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& May, 1716, his Majeſty found himſelf obliged to defend the 
& Emperor's Dominions when attacked, he had hitherto onl 
ce acted as a Mediator, though, even ſince the Enterprize agai 
& Sardinia, by his Treaties, he became a Party in the War, 
and for this Year laſt paſt, had been ſtrongly called upon by 
*c the Emperor, to comply with his Engagements; and that, 
even now, when it was impoſſible for him to delay any longer 
© the ſending his Fleet into the Mediterranean, it plainly ap- 
_ ©. peared by the Admiral's Inſtructions, which he communicated 
«© to his Eminence; and, by the Orders he had himſelf received, 
<6 that his Majeſty had nothing more at Heart, than that his Fleet 
«© might be employed in promoting the Intereſts of the King of 
Spain, and hoped, his Catholic Majeſty would not, by refuſing 
to recall his Troops, or conſent to a Ceſſation of Arms, put 
©. it out of his Power to give all the Proofs of ſincere Friend- 
4 ſhip he always deſigned to cultivate with his Catholic Majeſ- 
« ty.” All that the Cardinal could be brought to promiſe, was, 
to lay the Admiral's Letter before the King, and to let the En- 
voy know his Reſolution upon it, in two Days: but it was nine 
before he could obtain and ſend it away ; the Cardinal probably 
hoping, that the Admiral would delay, in Expectation of it, in 
ſome of the Ports of Spain, and thereby give Time for their 
Fleet and Forces to ſecure a good Footing in Sicily. The An- 
ſwer was wrote under the Admiral's Letter in theſe Words. 
«© His Catholic Majeſty has done me the Honour to tell me, that 
© the Chevalier Byng may execute the Orders which he has from 
5© the King his Maſter. | 


& Fſcurial, July 15, 1718. 
« The Cardinal ALBERONI x.“ 


Mx. Stanhope ſeeing Things tending to a Rupture, gave pri- 
vate and early Notice of his Apprehenſions to the Zngl:/b Conſuls, 
and Merchants, ſettled in the Spaniſh Sea- Ports, adviſing them to 
ſecure their Effects againſt the Dangers that might ariſe from a 
Breach between the two Crowns. This ſhewed plainly enough, 
that our Miniſter was perfectly acquainted with the Diſpoſition of 
the Adminiſtration at Home, who, notwithſtanding they ſteadily 

Oh 1 8 3 purſued 


* See the Account of the Expedition of the Britiſh Fleet to Sicily. 
p. 8. As this is collected very fairly from original Papers, I depend 
upon it as to Facts; but have endeavoured to ſtate them with concur- 
ring Evidence, in a Manner more ſuitable to this Hiſtory, in which 1 
deſire to be conſidered in no other Light, than as a Lover of Truth, 
mdependant of Complaiſance or. Party. 
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purſued theſe war-like Meaſures, as conſtantly adhered to their 
firſt Reſolution, of throwing the Weight of this Rupture, if poſ- 
fible, on the Court of Spain. With this View, Lord Sianhope 
ſet out himſelf for Madrid, in Order to make new Propofitions 
to his Catholic Majeſty ; which, if accepted, might prevent 
Things from coming to Extremities ; in which Negociation, he 
actually laboured, till very near the Time that Hoſtilities were be- 
gun; but to no Purpoſe, for Cardinal Alberoni was as much bent 
on executing his own Scheme, as the Britiſh Miniſtry could be, 
with Regard to theirs; and therefore, rejected all the Propoſals 
that were made him, with a Firmneſs that was ſtiled Inſolence by 
Tux Admiral purſuing his Voyage with unfavourable Winds, 
it was the 8th of July, before he made Cape Spartel, where The 
Superbe and Rupert rejoined him, and brought him Advice, of 
the mighty Preparations the Spaniards had made at Barcelona, 
and of their Fleet failing from thence the 18th of June, to the 
Eaſtward. In paſſing by Gibraltar, Vice-Admiral Cornwall 
came out and joined him, with The Argyle and Charles Galley, 
The Squadron wanting Water, and the Wind continuing con- 
trary, they anchored off Cape Malaga; where, having com- 
pleated their Watering, in four Days, they proceeded to Minor- 
ca, where the Admiral was to land four — of Foot, 
which he carried out from England, in Order to relieve the Sol- 
diers there in Gariſon, who were to embark and ſerve on Board 
the Squadron. On the 23d of July, he anchored with the Squa- 
dron off Port-Mahon : Here, he received Advice, that the Spa- 
niſb Fleet had been ſeen the 3oth of June, within forty Leagues 
of Naples, ſteering 8. E. upon which, he diſpatched away Ex- 
preſſes to the Governor of Milan, and Vice-Roy of Naples, to 
inform them of his Arrival in the Mediterranean; and havin 
| ſhifted the Gariſons of Minorca, he failed from thence the 25th 
of July, and arrived the 1ſt of Auguſt in the Bay of Naples *, 
One need not wonder that the German Government was ex- 
tremely well pleaſed at the Admiral's Arrival, or that they paid 
him every Honour in their Power, ſince it is voy certain, that his 
coming ſo luckily, preſerved that Kingdom for the Houſe of A 
tria, that had otherwiſe, in all Probability, ſhared the Fate of 
Sicily ; which the Marquis de Lede had conquered, almoſt as ſoon 
as he landed ; or rather his landing gave the People an Opportu- 
- nity 


7 Mercures Hiſtoriques, Rouſſet, Memoires de III. L. C. Albero- 
ni, Kc. 
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nity of declaring for that Power, which, though it had loſt its 
Sovereignty over them, had till preſerved their Affections . 

Tus News alarmed the Viceroy of Naples, who had now no 
Hopes but from the Defence that might be made by the Citadel of 
Meſſina ; and from that he could have no great Confidence, ſince 
it was gariſoned by the Duke of Savey's Troops, who could not 
be ſuppoſed to intereſt themſelves much in preſerving a Place, 
which their Maſter was to part with ſo ſoon. The Viceroy, 
therefore, wiſely conſidered how he might make the beſt Uſe of 
the Britiſh Fleet, and his own Forces; upon which, he came at 
laſt to this prudent Reſolution ; which was, to embark 2000 Ger- 
man Foot under the Command of General Wetzel, who were to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Citadel of Meſſina, and Fort Salvador, in 
Purſuance of an Agreement with the Duke of Savoy, who, find- 
ing that he was to loſe the Iſland, contrived to loſe it ſo, as that 
he might get ſomething for it. Theſe German Forces were to be 
eſcorted by the Britiſh Fleet, which failed for that Purpoſe from 
| Naples, on the 6th of Auguſt, and arrived on the gth, in View | 
of the Fare of Meſſina. The Spaniſh Army, after having taken 
the City laſt- mentioned, were now encamped before the Citadel, 
which the Troops, under the Protection of Sir George Byng, 
were going to relieve. It was therefore, highly likely that an 
Action would enſue ; and for this Reaſon, it was thought requi- 
ſite to put on {till a peaceable Appearance, in Order to throw the 
Blame upon the Spaniards ; which however, was pretty difficult 
to do, ſince, with Reſpect to the Treaty of Utrecht (the only 
Treaty the Spaniards could take Notice of) the Germans were as 
much Invaders as they, and conſequently the Eſcorting an Invaſi- 
on, ſeemed to be an odd Way of conſerving a Neutrality *. 
8 5 e This 


* The Imperial Viceroy of Naples, preſented Sir George with a 
Sword ſet with Diamonds, and a very rich Staff of Command : And 
to the Admiral's Son, he made a Preſent of a very fine Sword. Af: 
ter the Conference, the Admiral was ſplendidly entertained at Dinner, 
and then lodged in the Palace of the Duke de Matelonas, which had 
been magnificently fitted up for his Reception. The Viceroy likewiſe 
ſent Refreſhments to the Fleet, conſiſting of a hundred Oxen, three 
hundred Sheep, fix hundred Pounds of Sugar, ſeventy Hogſheads of 
Wine, forty Hogſheads of Brandy, and ſeveral other Things. | 
b As our Miniſters, in Conjunction with thoſe of the Emperor, 
and France, were at great Pains to inſpire all Europe with the utmoſt 
Horror for Cardinal Alberoni, ſo that Miniſter, than whom, perhaps, 
there never was an abler Politician, thought fit, on his Side, to pub- 
liſh ſeveral Pieces, in Order to ſhew, that the preſent Diſpute was not 
between the Engliſh and Spaniſh Nations, but between the —— 
liniſtr 
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This Step, however, was neceſſary to be taken; and the Adml- 

ral, who in Point of good Senſe, and good Breeding, was as able 

a Man as any in his Time, did it with a very good Grace. 1 
Hs 


Miniſtry, who would give Law to the King of Spain, and the Spa- 
niſh Nation, that were determined not to receive it. Amongſt theſe, 
the following Manifeſto was thought the moſt remarkable, and will 
ſerve to give the Reader a clear Idea of the Manner in which the 
Court of Spain would have had this Affair underſtood. It is a Letter 
written by the Cardinal to the M. de Beretti Landi ; but the Reader 
will ſee, by the Cloſe of it, why I ftile it a Manifeſto ; in which Light 
it was alſo coniidered by our Court, as appears by Secretary Cragg's 
Letter to the Spaniſh Miniſter, dated from Hampton- Court, Septem- 
ber 4th, 1718, in which he complains loudly of this Proceeding, as 
if intended to excite the Merchants to Diſaffection towards the Go- 
vernment. | | | | _ | 


„ 8 IR, 


It is notorious every where, that the Miniſlry of Great Britain 
being prepoſſeſſed by their Paſſions and private Views, have endea- 
, voured, by all imaginable Means, to infuſe into the Engliſh Nation, 
« an entire Diſtruſt and Averſion to Spain, to engage the ſaid Nation 
e to purſue the Maxims of that Miniſtry, which are ſo prejudicial 
„ and contrary to the common Good. It is known, that of late, 
„the Government of England hath uſed their utmoſt Endeavours 
* to perſuade the Nation, that the Application and Deſigns of 


„ Spain were to encreaſe confiderably her Naval Forces, to oppoſe 


e the Commerce which all Nations in general carry on with the 
Indies, notwithſtanding the two laſt Treaties ; and the Religious 
7 Obſervation of his Majeſty's Royal Word, ought to convince the 
v Engliſh of the Artifice with which thoſe Rumours are ſpread, and 
„% which are contrived only to excite Diſtruſt and Diſunion with the 
«© Spaniards ; and every Man, of ſound Judgment, will reflect, that 
« God has put the Indies into the Power of that Monarch, to the end 
* that all Nations might partake of that Advantage: However, it is 
e the King's Will, that, for the greater Proof of the fincere Deſire 
«© he has to maintain the public Tranquillity, and for diſpelling Re- 
ports ſo pernicious to the Quiet of the Subjects of Spain and Eng- 
land, your Excellency ſhould aſſure the Engliſh Merchants that are 
zin Holland, and all thoſe who are concerned in Commerce, that 
his Majeſty will never alter the eſtabliſhed Laws, nor ever infringe 
the Treaties which the Engliſh Nation enjoys, with ſo great Bene- 
fit, by his Generoſity; and that the Naval Forces of Spain, are to 
«*« confiſt only of a limited Number, that may be ſufficient to ſecure 
her Coaſts in the Mediterranean, and to defend and convoy her Gal- 
« leons. For a Proof of what his Majeſty orders me to ſay to your 
« Excellency, 
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He ſent for this Purpoſe, his firſt Captain, who was Captain 
Saunders, with a Letter to the Marquis de Lede, in which he 
acquainted him, ** That the King his Maſter, being engaged by 
© ſeveral Treaties, to preſerve the Tranquillity of Italy, had ho- 
c noured him with the Command of a Squadron of Ships, which 
cc he had ſent into the Seas; and that he came fully empowered 
* and inſti ucted to promote ſuch Meaſures as might beſt accom- 
c modate all Differences between the Powers concerned: That 
* his Majeſty was employing his utmoſt Endeavours to bring a- 


cc bout a general Pacification, and was not without Hopes of 


„ Succeſs. He, therefore, propoſed to him to come to a Ceſ- 
te ſation of Arms in Sicily, for two Months, in order to give 

cc Time to the ſeveral Courts to conclude on ſuch Reſolutions 
© as might reſtore a laſting Peace.” But added, That if he 
* was not ſo happy to ſucceed in this Offer of his Service, nor to 

cc be inſtrumental in bringing about ſo deſirable a Work, he then 
86 hoped to merit his Excellency's Eſteem in the Execution of the 
© gther Part of his Orders; which were to uſe all his Force to 
sc prevent farther Attempts to diſturb the Dominions his 1 * 


„ Excellency, a new Conjuncture juſt now offers itſelf, in which, the 
« King my Maſter, to ſignalize his Love of the Britiſh Nation, paſ- 
4 ſes by, without Reſentment, the Contents of the Paper here ſub- 
* joined; which is a Copy of that delivered by Mr. Stanhope, and 
« by which, an open Rupture is declared, if the Project be not ac- 
* cepted ; and they offer to oblige the King to it by Threats. On 
* the Contrary, his Majeſty, inſtead of being provoked at ſuch a Pro- 
„ ceeding, has ordered, as an Inſtance of the good Faith with which 
“ he hath always acted, that the Effects and Merchandize of the Eng- 


4 }jſh, which are in the Flota that is newly arrived at Cadiz from the 


* Indies, ſhall not be touched, nor any Change made in relation to 

„ them, it being the King's Intention, that what belongs to each of 
* the Engliſh, reſpectively, ſhould be delivered to them. This Reſolu- 

« tion is very different from the Rumours which the Britiſh Miniſtry 

** ſpreads, and is an inconteſtable Proof that the King's Will ever in- 

% clines him to promote the Benefit of that Nation. His Majeſty or- 

* ders, that your Excellency read this Letter to all Engliſh Merchants 

« in general, as alſo, the Contents of the Paper hereunto annexed ; 

« and that you aſſure them, that the King will firmly maintain the 

«« Treaty, prefering the Advantages of the Britiſh Nation to all other 
«« Satisfaction; and hoping that, in return, Men ſo wile, ſo pru- 

« dent, and ſo intelligent, will not let themſelves be drawn away by 

« the Perſuaſions, and for the private Ends of the Engliſh Miniſtry, 

te which are entirely fatal to the Peace of the iwo Nations, and of 
„the two Kingdoms. 


« Iam, &c.“ 
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« ſtood engaged to defend.” The next Morning the Captain 
returned with the General's Anſwer, That it . be an in- 
4 expreſſible Joy for his Perſon, to contribute to fo laudable an 
64 End as Peace; but, as he had no Powers to treat, he could 
cc not of Conſequence agree to any Suſpenſion of Arms, even at 
ce the Expence of what the Courage of his Maſter's Arms 
< might be put to; but ſhould follow his Orders, which directed 
« him to ſeize on Sicily, for his Maſter the King of Spain: 
„That he had a true Senſe of his accompliſhed Expreflions ; but 
cc his Maſter's Forces would always be univerſally eſteemed in 
« ſacrificing themſelves for the Preſervation of the Credit, in 
6 which Caſes, the Succeſs did not always anſwer the Ideas that 
& were formed of itt | 5 
' AccorDiNG to the beſt Accounts the Admiral could receive, 
he was led to conclude, that the Spaniſh Fleet was failed from 
Malta, in order to avoid him; and therefore, upon receiving the 
Marquis's Anſwer, he e with an Intention to 
come with his Squadron before Meſſina, in order to encourage 
and ſupport the Gariſon in the Citadel; but, as he ſtood in about 
the Point of the Fare towards Meſſina, he ſaw two of the Spaniſb 
Scouts in the Fare; and being informed at the ſame Time by a 
Felucca, which came off from the Calabrian Shore, that they 
ſaw from the Hills, the Spaniſb Fleet lying by; the Admiral al- 
tered his Deſign, and ſending away General Watzel, with the 
German Troops to Reggio, under the Convoy of two Men 
of War, he ſtood through the Fare with his Squadron, with 
all the Sail he could, after their Scouts, imagining they would 
lead him to their Fleet, which accordingly they did; for, before 
Noon, he had a fair Sight of their whole Fleet lying by, and 
drawn into a Line of Battle, conſiſting of 27 Sail of Men of War, 
ſmall and great, beſides two Fire-Ships, four Bomb-Veſſels, ſeven 
Gallies, and ſeveral Ships laden with Stores and Proviſions, com- 
manded by the Admiral Dan Antonio de Caſtaneta, and under 
| him four Rear-Admirals, Chacon, Mari, Guevara, and Cam- 
mock ; on the Sight of the Engliſh Squadron, they ftood away 
large, but in good Order of Battle. 'The Admiral followed them 
all the reſt of that Day, and the ſucceeding Night, with ſmall 
Gales N. E. and ſometimes Calm, with fair Weather; the next 
Morning early (the 11th) the Englih being got pretty near up 
with them ©, the Marquis De Mar: Rear-Admiral, with fix 2 
= £203" 
: * I take this literally from the Hiſtory of the Expedition before - 
Cited. | | | 
« It is evident from hence, that our Admiral had no Intention © 
avoi 


* * Cy GT - 0" * IE: 1 


K 


2 


0 


id 


O/ King GEORGE I. 283 


1 Men of War, and all the Gallics, Fire-Ships, Bomb-Veſſcls, 


and Store Ships, ſeparated from their main Fleet, and ſtood in for 


the Sicilian Shore; upon which, the Admiral detached Captain 


Walton, of The Canterbury, with five more Ships after them ; 
and The Argyle fired a Shot to bring her to, which ſhe not mind- 


= ing, The Argyle fired another; and The Canterbury, being ſome- 


thing nearer, fired another, upon which, the Spaniſh Ship fired 
her Stern Chace at The Canterbury, and then the Engagement be- 
*, The Admiral purſuing the main Bod e Spaniſh 
» The Orford, Captain Falkingham, and The Grafton, Cap- 


_ tain Haddocł, came up firſt with them, about ten of the Clock, 


at whom the Spaniards fired their Stern-Chace Guns. The Ad- 
miral ſent Orders to thoſe two Ships, not to fire, unleſs the Spa- 
niards repeated their firing, which they doing, The Orford at- 

| | tacked 


avoid fighting ; and the following Letter from the Earl of Stanhope, | 
then Secretary, plainly proves, it was not the Intention of thoſe who 
ſent him, that he ſhould decline fighting, It is a curious Piece, and 


very worthy of the Reader's Notice, as it tends to explain the great 


View of this great Expedition. - 


”M Bayonne, September 2, 1718, 
« Being arrived here laſt Night in fix Days from Madrid, I do, in 


i: « purſuance of the Commands I have from his Majeſty, take this 
“ firſt Opportunity of acquainting you, that nothing has paſſed at 


% Madrid, which ſhould divert you from purſuing the Inſtructions 
« you have. . 2 
« If the News which I learn at Bayonne, that the Citadel of Meſſi- 


i na is taken, be not true, or if, notwithſtanding the Spaniards have 
4 that Port, their Fleet, by contrary Winds, or any other Accident, 
% ſhould not have got into the Harbour, and that you have an Oppor- 
s tunity of attacking them, I am perſuaded you will not let ſuch 


«* an Occaſion ſlip ; and I agree perfectly in Opinion with what 
« is recommended to you by Mr. Secretary Craggs, that the firſt 
« Blow you give, ſhould if poſhble, be deciſive. - 

*The two great Objects, which I think we ought to have in View, 


are, to deſtroy their Fleet, if poſſible, and to preſerve ſuch a Foot- 


« ing in Sicily, as may enable us to land an Army there. 
© See the Line of Battle inſerted at the End of this Relation. It 


was undoubtedly an Act of Raſhneſs in Cardinal Alberoni, to give a- 
ny fighting Orders to the Spaniſh Admiral, if he did give them. But, 


from what is here ſaid, the Contrary is molt probable ; indeed the 
Irreſolution of the Spaniſh Admirals, ſeems to prove, they were not 
guided by Orders; if ſo, we muſt conclude, they acted from a Prin- 


ciple of Self- preſervation, and fought only becauſe they were forced 


to it, 
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tacked The Santa Roſa, of 64 Guns and took her. The St. 
Carlis of 60 Guns, ſtruck next, without much Oppoſition, to 
The Kent, Captain Matthews. The Grafton attacked warmly 
The Prince of Aſturias, of 70 Guns, formerly called The Cum- 
berland, in which was Rear-Admiral Chacon; but the Breda 
and Captain coming up, Captain Faddec left that Ship, much 
ſhattered, for them to take, and ſtretched a-head after another Ship 
of 60 Guns, which had kept firing on his Star-board Bow, dur- 
ing his Engagement with The Prince of Afturias. About One 
o'Clock, The Kent, and ſoon after The Superbe, Captain Mafter, 
came up with, and engaged the Spaniſh Admiral, of 74 Guns, 
who, with two Ships more, fired on them, and made a running 
Fight, till about Three; and then The Kent bearing down upon 
him, and under his Stern, gave him her Broadfide, and fell to 
Leeward afterwards; The Superbe, putting forward to lay the 
Admiral a- » fell on his Weather-Quarter ; upon which, the 
Spaniſh Admiral ſhifting his Helm, The Superbe ranged up under 
his Lee-Quarter, on which he ſtruck to her. At the ſame Time 
The Barfleur, in which was the Admiral, being a-ſtern of the Spa- 
niſb Admiral, within Shot, and inclining on his Weather-Quarter, 
Rear- Admiral Guevara, and another ſixty Gun Ship, which were 
to Windward, bore down upon him, and gave him their Broad- 
fides, and then clapt upon a Wind, ftanding in for Land. The 
Admiral immediately tacked, and ſtood after them, until it 
vas almoſt Night; but it being little Wind, and they haling away 
out of his Reach, he left purſuing them, and ſtood into the Fleet, 
which he joined two Hours after Night. The Eſſex took The Ju- 
no, of 36 Guns; The Montague and Rupert, took the Volante of 
44 Guns; and Rear-Admiral Delaval in The Dor ſetſbire, took 
De Iſabella of 60 Guns. The Action happened off Cape Paſſaro, 
about ſix Leagues Diſtance from the Shore fo The Engliſh re- 


ceived 


f A LIST of the Bars Fleet under the Command of Sir 
Gro Brno, in the Action off of Cape Paſlaro, in Sicily, in the 
Fear 1718. FFF 


suis. 7 | carrains. Men. Guns. 
J en ﬀT_T = 7 
Barfleur 5. George Saunders C 730 go. 
= _ C 2 Richard Leſtock 4 3 
1 Vice-Admiral Cornw 
Shrewſbury q John Balchen { 545 8 
| 1 Rear -Admiral Delaval 7 
| Dorſetſhire John Furger : 535 wy 
Burford Charles Vanbrugh . 


Eſſex 
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ceived but little Damage: The Ship that ſuffered moſt, was The 
Grafton, which being a good Sailor, her Captain engaged ſe- 
veral Ships of the Enemy, always purſuing the Headmoſt, and 
leaving thoſe Ships he had diſabled or damaged, to be taken by 
* _ gry him. * Admiral lay by ſome Days at 

, to refit igging of his Ships, and to repair the Damages 
the Prizes had ſuſtained ; and the "3th received a Letter from 
Captain Walton, who had been ſent in Purſuit of the Spaniſh 
Ships that eſcaped. The Letter is lar enough in its kind, to 
deſerve Notice; and, therefore, the Hiſtorian of this Expedition 
has with great Judgment, preſerved it. Thus it runs. | 


SI R, _ 
W = have taken and defiroged all the Spaniſh Ships and 
3 Veſſels which were upon the Coafl, the Number as per 


| Margin. | 


1 am, Se. 
Canterbury, 
Off Sy racuſa, = 3 
Aug. 16, 1718. G. WALTON. 


Tuaxss Ships that Captain Walton thruſt into his Margin, 
would have furniſhed Matter for ſome Pages in a French Relation; 
for, from the Account they referred to, it appeared, that he had 
taken four Spaniſh Men of War ; one of 60 Guns, commanded 
by Rear-Admiral Mari; one of 54, one of 40, and one of 24 


| Guns, 
SHIPS. CArTAIx OS. Men. Guns. 
Eſſex Richard Rowzier 400 
Grafton Nicholas Haddock 440 70 
Lenox Charles Strickland 70 
Breda Barrow Harris „ 70 
Orford Edward Falkingham 440 70 
Kent Thomas Matthews 440 70 
Royal Oak Thomas Kempthorne 440 70 
Captain Archibald Hamilton 440 70 
Canterbury George Walton 365 60 
Dreadnought William Haddock co. 
 Rippon Chriſtopher Obrian 365 60 
Superbe Streynſham Maſter 365 60 
Rupert Arthur Field 365 60 
Dunkirk Francis Drake . 
Montague Thomas Beverley 365 60 
Rocheſter | Joſeph Winder 280 50 
Argyle Coningſby Norbury | 280 50 
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Guns, with a Bomb-Veſſel, and a Ship laden with Arms; and 
burnt four Men of War, one of 54 Guns, two of 40, and one 
of 30 Guns, with a Fire-Ship and a Bomb-Veſſel 5. Such is the 
Account given of this famous Action by our Admiral. The 
Spaniards publiſhed likewiſe an Account on their Side, which was 
printed in Holland, and circulated with great Induſtry throughout 
all Europe, in order to make ſuch Impreſſions as might ſerve 
their Purpoſe, and incline the World to believe, that their Fleet 
had not been attacked and beaten fairly; but had been ſurprized 


and deſtroyed, without that Kind of Notice, which the Laws of 


Nature and Nations require, to diftinguiſh Force of Arms from 
Piratical Violence. It is but juſt in any Cauſe, to hear both Parties, 
and it is what the Office of an Hiſtorian exacts, to record what- 
ever may give Light to the Events of that Period he pretends to 
illuſtrate by his Writings. For this Reaſon, I have thought it 
' requiſite to give Place here to the Spaniſh Account, without cur- 
tailing or diſguiſing it >. i 
| © On the gth of Auguſt, in the Morning, the Engliſh Squa- 
& dron was diſcovered near the Tower of Faro, which lay by 
towards Night off Cape Della Metelle, over- againſt the ſaid 
% Tower. The Spaniſh Squadron was then in the Streight, and 
© ſome Ships and Frigates were ſent to other Places; beſides the 
«© Detachment commanded by Admiral Guevera. And, as the 
Intention of the Engliſb in coming ſo near, was not known, 
* the Admirals of the Spaniſb Squadron reſolved to go out of the 
& FStreight, to join together near Cape Spartivento, carrying a- 


t This Account is taken from the ſeveral Letters written by the 
Admiral, or publiſhed with his Authority ; and from hence it is va- 
fible, that the entire Deſtruction of the Spaniſh Maritime Power was 
the principal Point in view, and as ſuch, purſued with equal Steadi- 
neſs and Vigour ; and at the ſame Time, Abundance of Pamphlets 
were publiſhed here, to ſhew the Expediency of this Meaſure, and the 
Benefits that would reſult to Great. Britain, from this Deſtruction of 
the Naval Power of Spain. The Spaniards, on the other Hand, filled 
all the World with Complaints of our Infincerity and Ambition. Be- 
fore the Blow was ſtruck, ſaid they, the Engliſh pretended to be 
Guardians of the Neutrality of Italy, and to have armed only for the 
Sake of preſerving Peace ; but, now they have accompliſhed their 
Ends, they avow them, and ſay plainly, that they were reſolved not 
to ſuffer Spain to revive her Maritime Power. In what Chapter of 
the Law of Nations do we read of this Right of Prevention? 5 
d There are many Things in this Relation, more agreeable to the 
Spaniſh Humour than to Truth ; but however, by the Compariſon of 
this with our Admiral's Account, many Particulars come to be ex- 
plained, which otherwiſe might have been buried in Obſcurity. 


5 


a na. 


„ Fngliſh; the rather, becauſe the Officer, whom Sir George | 


cc 


% 
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« long with them, the Tranſports laden with Proviſions, 
e that they might penetrate the better into the Deſigns of the 


<6 Byng had ſent to the Marquis De Lede, was not yet returned. 


Ihe ſaid Officer had Orders to propoſe to the faid Marquis, a 


« Suſpenſion of Arms for two Months; upon which, the ſaid 
« Marquis anſwered him, That he could not do it without Or- 


ders from Court. Nevertheleſs, though it was believed, that 


* the Alternative was taken, of ſending a Courier to Madrid, 
with the ſaid Propoſal, the Engliſh Squadron took the Oppor- 
« tunity of Night, to ſurprize the Spaniſh Squadron, and to im- 


prove thoſe Advantages which were owing to Diſſimulation. 


Tux ſaid Engliſh Squadron, on the loth in the Morning, 


advanced farther into the Faro, and was ſaluted by all the 
* Spaniſh Ships and Veſſels which were there; and it is to be 


obſerved, that Admiral Byng having convoyed ſome Tranſport- 
« Veſlels as far as Ri xoles, with the Arch-Duke's Troops, the 
« Officer diſpatched to the Marquis De Lede affirmed, that it was 
not to commit any Act of Hoſtility, but only, that the ſaid 
« Tranſports might be ſecured from Infults, under his Pro- 
«© econ. 8 PFF 
« THE Spaniſh Squadron ſent two light Frigates, to get In- 
e telligence of the Engliſb Squadron; and though they ſaw the 
« Engliſh made all the Sail they could (their Intention being not 
& known) to approach the Spaniſh Squadron, whoſe Admiral 


„knew not then whether the Engliſb came as Friends or Ene- 


mies : Yet, the Spaniards being two Leagues from the Engliſh, 


cc reſolved to retire towards Cape Paſſaro, but without making 


much Sail, that it might not be thought they ſuſpected any 
Hoſtilities. During this, a Calm happened, by which, the 
Ships of both Squadrons fell in one among another ; and the 
e Spaniſh Admiral, perceiving this Accident, cauſed the Ships of 
the Line to be towed, in order to ſeparate them from the Eng- 
liſh, and join them in one Body, without permitting the Gal- 
lies to begin any Act of Hoſtility ; which they might have 


15 
cc 


“& done, to their Advantage, during the Calm. The Weather 
„ changed, when the Marquis De Mari was near Land, and by 


% Conſequence ſeparated from the reſt, making the Rear-Guard, 


with ſeveral Frigates, and other Tranſport-Veſſels, which 


© made up his Diviſion, and endeavoured, though in vain, to 
join the main Body of the Spaniſh Squadron, while the Eng- 


_ « Jifþ held on their Way, their Diſſimulation, filling their Sails 


© to gain the Wind, and cut off the ſaid Diviſion of the faid 

% Marquis De Mari; and having at laſt ſucceeded in it, they 

c attacked him with ſix Ships, and obliged him to ſeparate mw 
. | = 
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* the reſt of the Squadron, and to make towards the Coaſts 
i where they ſtood it againſt ſeven Ships 
ec the * 3 and 
Marquis De i ſaved his Wen bi die 4 
ground, ſome of which were burnt by his own Order, and 
<& others taken by the Enemy. | 
© SEVENTEEN Ships of the Line, the Remainder of the 4 
<< liſh Squadron, attacked The Rojal St. Philip, The Prince of 
** Aſturias, The St. Ferdinand, St. Charles, St. Iſabella, St. 
% Pedro, and the Frigates St. Roſe, Pearl, Juno, and Volante, 
which continued making towards Cape Paſſaro z and as they 
< retired in a Line, becauſe of the Inequality of their Strength, 
the Engliſh attacked thoſe that compoſed — Rear-Guard, with 
c four or five Ships, and took them; and this happened ſucceſ- 
<< fively to the others, which notwithſtanding all the Sail they 
* me" 4 could nor avoid being beaten ; inſomuch, that every 
"7 Spanih Ship being attacked ſeparately by 5, 6, or 7 of theirs, 
< after a bloody and obſtinate Fight, they made themſelves Ma- 
« fters at laſt of The Royal St. Philip, The Prince of Aſturias, 
« The St. Charles, The St. Iſabella, St. Roſa, The olante, and 
« Tho 
3 Wks The Roy of St. Philip was engaged with the Rur 
« lf, the Rear-Admiral of the Squadron Don Balthazar de 
* Guevara returned from Malta, with two Ships of the Line, 
© and turning his Prow towards The St. Philip, paſſed by the 
„ Engliſh Ships which were a · breaſt of him, firing upon each of 
of them; and then attacked Admiral Byng's Ships, which fol- 
<< lowed the St. Philip and retired in the Night, being very much 
damaged; for after the Engagement, he ſtayed three or four 
«© Days fifty Leagues at Sea, not only to repair the Spaniſb Ships, 
40 Which he had — och and were all ſhattered to Pieces; but alſo 
„ to make good the Damages which himſelf had ſuffered ; 
„ wherefore he could not enterSyracuſe till the 16th or 1 7th 
of Auguſt, and that with a great Deal of Difficulty. . 
«© THE Particulars of the Action are, that the whole Diviſion 
& of the Engliſb Admiral, which conſiſted of ſeven Ships of the 
Line and a Fire-ſhip, having attacked The Royal St. Philip; at 
«© two in the Afternoon the Fight began, by a Ship of 70 Guns, 
« and another of 60, from which he received two Bioadldes; 4 
c and advancing towards The Royal St. Philip, Don Antonio de 
4 Caftaneta defended himſelf fo well that the ſaid two Ships 
& retired, and two others, viz. one of eighty Guns and the 
« other of ſeventy, renewed the Attack; and the ſaid Ship of 
6 l retired very much ſhattered, without making into 
« the But the others making towards the Spaniſh 1 
| | & 


60 Guns, attacked the Starboard of his Ship, to obli 


* avoided being boarded, till 
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4 they fired upon him, while it was i for him to hurt 
them, and ſhot away all his Rigging, without leaving him one 
* entire Sail, while two others, one of 30, and the other of 


ige him 


< to ſurrender; but defending | himſelf till the Engliþ Admiral 


_ <<. was reſolved to board him, and carried a Fireſhip to reduce 


"66 — the Flames, which the Spaniſh Commander prevented ; 
* 


having loſt 200 Men, aad maintained the Fight till 
5 toward Night, Don Antonio de Caſtaneta received a Shot 


** which pierced his left Leg, and wounded his right Heel. 
«© Yet, nevertheleſs he continued to defend himſelf till a Can- 


* non-Bullet having cut a Man in two, the Pieces of which 
<< fell upon him, and left him half dead, he was forced to 
« ſurrender.” LW” 5 8 
„ THE Prince of Aſturias, commanded by Don Ferdi 
© nando Chacon, was at the fame Time attacked by three Ships 
«* of equal Force, againſt which, he defended himſelf valiantly, 
being wounded, and having loſt 
« moſt of his Men, he was obliged to ſurrender his Ship, 


„ which was all ſhot through and through, after having ſhot 
„ down the Maſts of an Engli/b Ship that retired out of the Fight. 

„ CapTAin Don Antonio Gonſales, Commander of the Fri- .- 
= St. Roſa, defended himſelf above three Hours againſt 


« five Engliſh Ships, who did not take him till after they had 
cc broke all his Sails and Maſts. 


Tu Volante, commanded by Captain Don Antonio E, 


ic cudero, Knight of the Order of Malta, fought three Hours 


* and a half againft three Engliſb Ships; and having loſt his 
„ Sails, he put up others that were in Store, and was juſt go- 
< ing to board one of the three Ships that attacked him; but his 


« own being ſhot through and through by ſix Cannon Bullets, 
« and the Water coming in, he was obliged to ſurrender, be- 


* cauſe the Ship's Crew forced him. 


« THE Juno Was engaged alſo by three Engliſh Ships 5 


© yet maintained the Fight above three Hours, not ſurrendering 


4 till after moſt of her Men were killed, and the Ship juſt falling 


EL N 


« Carr A Don Gabriel Alderete, alſo defended the Frigate 


4% called The Pearl, againſt three Engliſb Ships for three Hours; 


ec and after having ſhot down the Maſts of one, which mme- 


* diately retired, he was relieved by Admiral Don Balthazar 
4 de Guevara, and had the good Fortune to eſcape to Malta. 


% CaPpTaAin Don Andrea Reggio, Knight of the Order of 
& Malta, who was fartheſt advanced with the Ship The Iſabella, 
% was purſued all that Night by ſeveral Engliþ Ships; and, after 
Vor. IV. T , having 


«ce havi 
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1 for four . be e the 
4 next | 
« The 'Frieate called The gm, 
© quis 4 N . Diviſion, and by 
« vane others, was attacked by three Engl Sie, 
<« and maintained a Fi I Dos 
% Michael. d Sada, Knight of the Order 74 5, bo 
« wounded, moſt of her Men killed, and all — 
* ſpoiled, ſhe was forced to ſurrender. 
* Taz other light Ships and Frigates of the Spaniſ _ 
ec dron, not already mentioned, retired and 
* dinia; 2 did alfo the Admiral Dor Balthazr — 1 40 
with his two Ships St. Lewis and St. alm, after having been 
ac engaged with the Engliſb Admiral, and having reſcued the 
« Frigate'called The Pearl. 
Ar muſt not be forgot, that the Marine in every Ship ſig- 
c 22 and diſtinguiſhed - — thee — a great of Valour, 
they bong, co ain. ä 
„ 'T'm oops which r command " 
6 Admiral * Franciſco de 2 having done her that a 
ſible to join the puniſh Ships, ſeeing that un 
* 1 Gale of Wind, retired to Palermo. 
* BevIDEs.the- above-mentioned which the e g 
« took out of the main Body of the /þ Squadron, they 
2 allo made chemſelves Maſters of The ozal, and of two Fri- 
& gates, The St. Iſidore, and The . "thoſe that were 
” Tn by the Order of . gy de Mari, are * 
*Gallies, a Fire-Ship, and The Eſper anga Frigat 
e the Ships which eſcaped out of the Battle, are the fc Weins; iy 
« St. 3 St. John, 1 Ferdinand, and St. Peter ; 3 ad the 
% Frigates Hermione, Pearl, Galera, Porcupine, Thoulouſe, 
Lyon, Little. St, John, The Arr, Little St. Ferdinand, a 
9 Bomb Galle), and a Ship of Pintado. 1 


« TH1s is the Account of the Sea-Fight, which was at the 
Height of 4bela,. or the Gulph of PAriga, in the Canal of 
&« Malta, between the & paniſb and Engliſh Squadrons, the laſt 
of which by ill Faith, and the Superiority of their Strength, 
had the Advantage to beat the Spanz/b Ships ſingly, one by one; 
<« and it is to be believed, by the Defence the Spaniards made, 
<< that if they had acted jointly, the Battle would have ended 
„ more happily for them. | 

_ © Immediately after the Fight, a Captain of the Engliſh 
Squadron came, in the Name of Admiral Byng, to make a 
«« Compliment of Excuſe to the Marquis De Lede, giving him 
© to underſtand that the Spaniards Tad been the 4 


* and 


(e 
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<< and that this Action ought not to be looked upon 2s a Rup- 
cc * ow, becauſe the Engliſh did not take it ahem To which 


*1% hats ? = 


14 Wan ENEMIES Paſſaro, 
in the Year 1718, under the Command of Don AnTonto ve Cas- 
TANETa, including two Ships which were amongſt thoſe that Cap: 
tain WaLToN 3 the Coalt of Sicily. 


Suirs. Carratxe. Men. Gs: 
St. Philip The Admiral Caſtaneta Taken 650 74 
Prince of Aſturias Rear - Admiral Chacon. Taken 550 70 
The Royal Rear - Admiral Mari. Taken 400 60 
St. LS Rear-Admiral Guevara, 400 60 
85 Py 60 
Sancta Iſabella 60 
St. Peter 60 
| Pearl 


Don Antonio Eſcudera, 300 44 
r 3 


Burnt 


* 
— eb -@ 
- ' 
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Trent is no Queſtion to de made, but that boch theſe Rela- 
tions retain ſome ITincture of the Paſſions and of thöſe 
who drew them up; and it is no leſs certain, that hat was com- 
= reported at that Time of the bad Behiaviour of the Spa- 
, and of their making but a weak Defence, was © but in- 
differently founded. For the 'Trutt-is,” that their Fleet, though 
ſtrong in Appearance, was every Way inferior to ours ; their Ships 
being old, e „ and theirSeamen moſt of 


them not to be depended upon. Yet it is agreed on all Hands, that 
| their Admirals defended themſelves ay ; fo that, upon the 


whole, 1 their Irreſolution at 
the and their -not good Abke when it was 
given rr an Iris 

tleman, who had ſerved long in our Navy, and who was (to 
ſpeak impartially) a much better than any who bore Com- 
mand in the Spaniſh Fleet. He knew perſectly well, the Strength 
of both Parties, and ſaw plainly, har nothing could fave the - 
mards, 1 and therefore, — 


Str. Po | Carraixs. Max. Gs. 
Harmiona Don Roderigo de Torres. 900 44 
Eſcaped. Sunk afterwards | 
FO in Meſſina Mole. | x 
Porcupine A Frenchman. Eſcaped 250 44 

Surprize | Don Michael de Sada, Knight 250 36 
2 of Malta. Taken ; 
Jan Dion Pedro Moyana. Taken 250 36 
: La Galera | Don Franciſco Alverera. 200 30 
| Eſcaped ” 
La Caſtilla Don Franciſco Leanio, 200 30 


Knight of Malta. Eſcaped 
Count de Thouloiſe Don Joſeph Jocvua. Eſcaped 200 30 


Taken in Meſſina Mole | 
—_ ” Don — Covaigne. Taken 240 26 
Eagle Don Lucas Mafnata. Taken 240 24 
St. Francis Areres — — Jacob a Scotchman. 100 22 
5 D Fen BO 
Little St. Ferdinand — — 150 20 
Little St. John Don Ignatio Valevale. 180 20 
| Eſcaped. Taken after- 
| wards ' 
1 Don Juan Papsjena. Eſcaped 100 18 


8830 1 1284 


py 
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of War held before the Battle, he propoſed, that they ſhould re- 
main at Anchor in the Road of Paradiſe, ranging their Ships in 
a Line of Battle, with their Broadſides to the Sea 3 which Mea- 
ſure would certainly have 28 the Engliſb Admiral infinite Trou 
ble to attack them; for the Coaſt there is ſo bold, that their big 

Ships could ride with a Cable a-Shore; and farther out, the 
c are ſo various and rapid, that it would have been hard- 
ly practicable to get up to them, but impoſſible to anchor, or lye 
by them in order of Battle. Beſides, they lay ſo near the Shore, 
and could have received ſuch Aſſiſtance of Soldiers from the Army, 
to man and defend them ; and the e the Spaniards might 
have given from the ſeveral Batteries they could have planted a- 
long (Se ks would have q par that the only way of at- 
tacking ips, ſeemed to be by boarding and grappling with 
them at once, to prevent being caſt off by the — a 
would have been a very hazardous Undertaking, wherein the Spa- 
niards would have had many Advantages, and the Englih Ad- 
miral have run the Chance of deſtroying his Fleet, or buying a 
Victory, if he ſucceeded, very dear. The Spaniſh Admirals were 
too much perſuaded of their own Strength, and the Courage of 
their Seamen, or elſe they fooliſhly depended on their not being 
attacked by our Fleet. ever the Motive was, they lighted 
this Salutary Counſel, and were thereby undone. 1 8 
As ſoon as Admiral Byng had obtained a full Account of the 
whole Tranſaction, he diſpatched away his eldeſt Son to England, 
who, arriving at Hampton-Court in fifteen Days from Naples, 
brought thither the agreeable Confirmation of what Public Fame 
had already reported, and upon which, the King had already 
written a Letter to the aan his own Hand E. Mr. Byng 
| 3 | 2 -— al 


* This Circumſtance, as well as the Stile of the following Letter, 
will ſufficiently demonſtrate how welcome the News was to his Ma- 
jeſty, and how much he approved Sir George Byng's Conduct. 


„„ Monſieur le Chevalier BrnG. 
*« Quoy que jen'aye pas encore regeu de vos novelles en droiture, 
« j'ay appris la Victoĩre que la Flotte a remportee ſous vos Ordres, 
% & je n'ay pas voulu vous differer le Contentment que mon Appro- 
* bation de votre«Conduit vous pourroit donner. Je vous en remer- 
« cie & je ſouhaite que vous en temoigniez ma Satisfaction à tous les 
* praves gens, qui ſe ſont diſtinguez dans cette Occaſion. Le Secre- 
* taire d'Etat Cragge a Ordre de vous informer plus au long de mee 
. SE intentions 


294 NAVAL HISTORY 
8 


paniards. 


proſecu 
ted his Affairs with e eee ape 
free Acceſs into the the Kerwe thar were fill held oat 16 Sic, 


« intentions mais Jay voulu vous — mime. quo je ſain | 
. „ bs KV SE» 


BID Voötre bon Amy. 
„A Hampton Co art, 2 . 
© ce 23 d Aout, 1718. 8 GEORGE R. 
In Engliſh thus: 


| . Sir Groncs Brxc. 


n I have received no News from you direclly, I: am in- 
« formed of the Victory obtained by the Fleet under your Command; 


and would not, therefore, defer giving you that Satisfaction which 
* maſt reſult from my Approbation of your Conduct. I give you my 
„% Thanks, and defire you will teſtify my Satisfaction to 3 the brav ve 
© Men who baye di themſelves on this Occalion. Mr. Se- 

* 8 Craggs has Orders to inform you more fully of my! Iaten- 


PT: n W 
| | | © Your good Friend, 


& Ham Court, | c 29 
rut = „GEORGE R. 


re of bars lan th Ai wines w. 


© Mogfieu 


_..Txs Spaniſh Court exceſſively provoked at this #571, 
Blow, which hd in » Manger toll oyed the Naval Force, 


„ Monſieur Amiral & Chevalier Br nc. 


* Jay recu avec beaucoup de Satisfaction & de Joye, par le por- 
© teur 1 cy la võtre a0 13me d' Aout. g. 1. que Non 
« etiez nommè de ſa Majeſtè le Roy votre maitre pour Commandez 
e fa Flotte dans la Mediterranee, je conceus d'abord toutes les bon- 

* neseſperances. Le glorieux Succeſs pourtant les a en quelque ma- 
niere ſurpaſſe. Vous avez en cette occaſion donne des preuues 
d'une valeur, conduite, & Zele pour la commune cauſe tres finguli- 
6 er; la gloire que vous en reſulte eſt bien grande, mais auſſi en rien 
% moindre ma reconnoifſance, comme vous Pexpliquera plus le Com- 
* te de Hamilton. Comptez totyours ſur la Continuation de ma re- 
5 connaiſance & de mon Affection envers priant Dieu qu'il vous ait en 


122 « CHARLES. 


© 


- 


Admiral Sir Georges Brng, 


I have received, with a great deal of Joy and Satisfaction, by 
« the Bearer of this, Yours of the 18th of Auguſt. As ſoon as L 
% knew you was named by the King, your Maſter, to command a 
« Fleet in the Mediterranean, I conceived the greateſt Hopes imagi- 
% nable andy very Circumſtance, The 9 you have 
„had, ſurpaſſes however my Expeftations. You have given, upon 
« this Occaſibn, very fingular Proofs of your Coufage, Conduct and 
Teal for the Common Cauſe; the Glory you obtain from thence, 
© is indeed great, and yet my Gratitude falls nothing ſhort thereof, 
« as Count Hamilton will fully inform you. You may always depend 
„upon the Continuance of my Thankfulneſs and Affection towards 

« you; may God have you always in his holy keeping. 


| 6 Vienna, September 22, 5 | | 0 
0. S. 1716, e HARLE S.“ 
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they had been at ſo much Pains to raiſe, were not flow in expref- 
ſing their Reſentments. On the 1 of , Rear-Admiral 
Guevara, with ſome Ships under his Command, entered the Port 
of Cadiz, and made himſelf Maſter of all the Englifs Ships that 
were there; and at the ſame Time, all the Effects of the Engl 
. yy th arr tm; 1rd ep god 
w as as it was here, iſals on our 
Fart. But it is now Time to leave the Mediterranean, and the 
2 in order to give an Aecount of what paſſed in the 
IC 0 £ * 4 - 

A Reſolution having been taken, as before obſerved, to ſend a 
ſtrong Squadron to the Baltict, it was put under the Command 
of Sir Jobn Norris, and Rear-Admiral Migbelt, who, with ten 
Sail of the Line of Battle, left Solebay on the iſt of Aay, having 
eighteen Mexchant-Ships under their Cooyoy, and on the 14th, 
arrived ſafely at Copenhagen, where the fame Day Sir John Nor- 
7is had an Audience of his Dany. Majeſty, by whom he was 
very graciouſ]y received; and ſoon after, he ſailed in Conjunction 
with the Daniſb Fleet to the Coaſt of Sweden, where the King 
found himſelf obliged to lay up his Ships in his own Harbours, and 
to take all poſſible Precautions for their Security. That Mo- 
narch, however, was far from being idle, notwi 
ſenſible of the great Superiority of his Enemies, but endeavoured 
to provide, in the beſt Manner he was able, for his on Security, 
by making a Peace with the Czar, and in the mean Lime, turn- 
ing his Arms againſt the King of Denmark, in Norway, which 
' Kingdom he entered with an Army of 30,000 Men, in'two Bo- 

dies, one commanded by General Arenfeldt, and the other, by 
_ himſelf in Perſon. He had all the Succeſs in this Expedition, that 
he could wiſh, eſpecially the Seaſon of the Year conſidered, for 
it was in the Depth of Winter, that he penetrated into that fro- 
en Country, where at the Siege of Frederickfbal, he was killed 
by a Cannon-Bullet, about nine in the Evening, on the 3oth of 
November, 1718. The Death of this enterprizing Monarch, gave 
gau a new Turn to the Affairs in the North, and particularly 
freed us from all Apprehenſions on that Side. Before this extra- 
ordinary Event happened, Sir Jobn Norris was returned with the 
Fleet under bis Command, to England, where he ſafely arrived, 
in the latter Eng.of the Month af Ger. 

THERE remains only ane Tranſaction more of this Vear, to 
be mentioned; and it is the Account we promiſed to give of the 
Reduction of the Pirates. Captain M vader Rogers, having been 
appointed Governor of the Babama 1flands, ſailed for Providence, 
which was to he the Seat af his Government, on the 11th of April 
and, after aſhort and eaſy Paſſage, arriving there, hetook 2 


ter, to forming a Councit and Civil Gorrmmen in thoſs 


OO Fe 


committed to the Care of ſome 


4.” ©, % AS. £2... La 
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the Town of Naſſau, the Fort bel 1 and of the whole 
——— g bim with al 


e Joy, and ma- 
ny of che Pirates — ng immediately ed ſoon af- 


e 


it's ws; 6 all Tens, | 
and did a great deal of Miſchief on the Coaſt of Carolina ; 


but, when they faw that Governor Rogers had thoroughly 
ſettled himſelf at Providence, and that the Inhabitants of the Ba- 


bam 3 found themſelves obliged, through Intereſt, to be 


honeſt, they began to doubt of their Situation, and thought pro- 
to go and beg that Mercy which at firſt th refuſed ; ſo that 
by the 1ſt of Fuly, 1719, to which Day the King's Proclamati- 


on had been extended, there were not above three or four of 


thoſe Pirates who continued their Trade, and two of them bei 


ng : 

taken, and their Crews executed, the reſt diſperſed out of Fear, 
and became thereby leſs terrible. Thus, in a ſhort Time, and 
_ chiefly through the ſt 


eady and 


prudent Conduct of Governor Ro- 


gere, this Crew of Villains were diſſolved, who for many Years 
had 


frightened the Ve- Indies, and the Northern Colonies ; com- 
ing at laſt to be ſo ſtrong, that few Merchant-men were ſafe, and 


withal fo cruel and barbarous, that Slavery among the Turks was 


preferable to the falling into their Hands. It had been happy for 
us, if. the Management of the 5 aniſh Guarda Cy . ; fra 


n of a like Sins who might 
have delivered the Merchants from being plundered, without 1 in- 
volving the Nation in a War. 


Tu Parliament met on the 11th of November, and one of 


te firſt Things they went * was the Affair of Spain, which 


had indeed engroſſed all public Converſation, from the Time of 
the Stroke — to their Fleet in the Mediterranean, ſome look - 


ing upon that, as one of the nobleſt Exploits ſince the Revoluti- 


on; but others conſidered it in quite another Light; and when an 


Addreſs was moved for, to juſtify that Meaſure, it was warmly 


oppoſed by the Dukes of Buckingham, Devonſhire, and Argyle; 


the Earls of Nottingham, Cowper, Orford, and lay; the Lords 


North and Grey, and Harcourt, in the Houſe of Peers; and by 


Mr. Shippen, Mr. Freeman, Sir Thomas Hanmer, Horatio Wal- 
pole, Elqz and Robert Walpole, Eſq; in the Houſe of Commons; 
but-without Effet. On the 19th of the ſame Month, the Houſe 


of Commons voted 13, 500 Seal men for the Service of the Year 
1719, at 44. a Month; and at the ſagic — 187,638/. 
17% 
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s. 6d, for the Ordinary of the Navy ; and that we may range 
all the Sums given "ie gh of e the Fe nog be a 
erve, that on anuary, Houſe of Commons 
1 25 25,000). for che Half-pa of Sea-Officers u. 
Om the 1 of 6 4 1718, a Declaration of War i in 
Form, was publiſhed againſt the Crown of Spain, as to the Expe- 
diency of which, many bold Things were ſaid in the Houſe of of 
Commons, cſpecially with to the Pretenſions, and the In- 
tentions of thoſe, made this War; for the Miniſtry inkfling 
ſtrongly, that it was made in Favour of Trade, and upon 
ed Complaints from the Merchants, It was faid, by a great ! 
| ker, ho is ſtill living, that the Miniſters had ſhewn no great 
Concern for the Trade and Intereſt of the Nation, fince it ap- 
by the Anſwer of a Secretary of State, to the uis de 
| Monteleane's Letter, that they would have paſſed by the Violations | 
of the Treaties of Commerce, provided Spain had accepted the 
Terms of the Quadrup le Alliance: and, that his Majeſty did not 
ſeek to ize himſelf by any new Acquiſition, but was ra- 
ther inclined to ſacrifice ſomething of his own, to procure the ge- 
neral Quiet and Tranquility. I hat Nobody could yet tell how 
far that Sacrifice was 5 but certainly, it was a very un- 
common Piece of Condeſcenſion. Another Member went yet 
farther, and made Uſe of his favourite Expreſſion, inſinuating, 
That this War ſeemed to be calculated for another ue 
But wrap'd up the Innuends ſo dextroully, that no ] tion was 
taken at it, The Miniſtry, however, continued the Purſuit of 
their own Scheme, i St of af all ' Oppoſition, ba Ty ſuch vi- 
orous Meaſures for obliging Spgin to accept the Terms affigned 
by the Quadru ple Alliance, that the Joſt al Patience, and re- 
ſolved to attempt any that might either free her from this 
Neceſſity, or ſerve to expreſs her dar ents againſt ſuch as en- 
deavoured to impoſe it upon her; and with this View, ſhe drew 
th a great Number of Tranſports at Cadiz, and Corunna *, 
Hz preſent Earl of Stair, who way then our Miniſter at the 
12 of ate, ik aver the gk 0 dee Ney 
ns of ;, which were, to have ſent a 
e — the Command of the Duke of Ormonde, — 
of Tone HT FR upon this, the moſt effectual Methods 
were taken here, fr dcearing ty DOE. A Fleet was imme- 


_ diately 7 to be go 2 ee iſſued for r 
bending N e Pals lac monde, with arne e of 
TY 390“. 

= Olde 8 8 nen . Chandler's Debates, 


Fre of King George, Sc. * Poliucal State, Annals of * 
George, Continuation of Rapin, &. 
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Fodol. to the Perſon that ſhould ſeize him. An En was 
alſo laid on all Shipping; which Precautions had ſuch Succeſs, 
and the Fleet was fitted out with ſo much Expedition, that on the 
5th of April, Sir Jobn Norris ſailed from $ pithead to the Weſt- 
ward, with nine Men of War; and on the aqth, the Earl of 
Berliey failed from St. Helens, with ſeven other Men of War, to 
join him, which he did the next Day, The Government like- 
wiſe took other Meaſures to oppoſe this intended Invaſion of the 
Spaniards, The Troops in the Welt of England, where it was 
conjectured they deſigned to land, were reinforced by ſeveral Re- 
giments quartered in other Parts of the Kingdom, and four Batta- 
lions were ſent from Ireland, which landed at Minehead and Briſ- 
tol, while at the ſame Time the Allies of his Majeſty were to pet 
in Readineſs the Succours, which by ſeveral "Treaties they ſtood 
engaged to furniſh, in Caſe of a Rebellion, or if any of the Bri- 
tifh Ra ſhould be invaded by any Foreign Power. Ac- 
cordingly, about the middle of April, two Battalions of Switzers 
in the * of the States General, arrived in the River Thames; 
and about the fame Time three Battalions of Dutch, making to- 
gether the full Complement of Men which Holland was oblig- 
ed to furniſh, landed in the North of England. But, by this 
Time, came certain Advice, That the-Spanifþ Fleet deſigned for 
this Expedition, conſiſting of five Men of War, and about forty 
Tranſports, having on Board the late Duke of Ormonde, and a- 
bout 5000 Men, a great Quantity of Ammunition, ſpare Arms, 
and one Million of Pieces of Eight, which failed from Cadiz on 
the 23d of February, O. S. being on the 28th of that Month 
.about Leagues to the Weſtward of Cape Finiſtre, met with 
a violent Storm, which laſted forty-eight Hours, and entirely diſ- 
perſed them. Thus, this Deſign of the Spaniards, whatever it 
was, became abortive. What Loſs they met with, is uncertain; 
but ſeveral of their Veſſels returned to the Ports of Spain Ina ve- 
ry ſhattered Condition. A ſmall Part, however, of this Em- 
barkation, had ſomewhat different Fortune ; for, the: Earls of 
| Marſhal and Seafqrd, and the Marquis of Tutlibardin, with a- 
bout four hundred Men, moſt Spaniards, on Board three Fri- 
gates, and five Tranſports, landed in the Shire of Rofs in Scot- 
land,” where they were joined by fifteen or ſixteen hundred Scots, 
and were to wait the Duke of Ormende's Orders; and the Ac- 
count of his being landed in England, But, the whole Deſign be- 
ing qualſhed by the Diſperſion of the Shaniſb Fleet, they were de- 
ſeated at Glenſbill, and the Spaniards ſurrendered at Diſcretion, 
They had met with a. Check before, at Donan Caſile, which was 
takgn dy his Majeſty's Ships The Worceſter, Entcrprizs and — 1 
l 8 : : | 6 
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hor. the Caſtle being blown and the greateſt, Part of 
. | 

Ir may be proper, in this Place, 5 ke Notice, 8 
naw in ſuch cloſe Conjunction with France, that the de- 


clared War againſt his Couſin the King ir and 


Marſhal Villars, and ſome other Officers 
to act a a Grandſon of France, y n who, 


by the Victory of Almanxa, 7 7 19 his Throne, 
accepted S rmy, which was ted to 
dee bs Teri in Order to ors hm f ſuch och Condiors 
as were requiſite for eſtabliſhing the general Tranquillity 
22 y People here ſuſpected that this War would 
ce no great Effects; but .it proved quite otherwiſe, for the 

uis de Cilly, advanced in the Monch cf 4 April, as far as Port 
Paſſage, 1 found ſix Men of War, juſt finiſhed, upon 
the Stocks, all which, puſhed thereto Colonel Stanhope (now 
Earl of Harrington). he burned, with Timber, Maſts, 
and Naval Stores, to the Value of half a Million Sterling; which 
as a greater real Loſs to the Spaniards, than that they had ſuſ- 
tained by our beating their Fleet. Soon after, the Duke of Ber- 
awick beſieged Fontarabia ; both which Actions ſhewed that the 
French were in Earneſt 7. 
Wnulrs the Spaniards were thus pleaſing themſelves wk ds 
merical Notions of Invaſions, it was impoſſible to effect againſt 


N us, our Admiral in the Mediterranean, was diſtreſſing them ef- 


fectually; for, having early in the Spring failed from Port Ma- 
han to Naples, he there adjuſted every Thag for the Reduction of 
Sicily, in which, he acted leich ſuch Zeal, and with ſuch Succeſs, 
. NIN er Fler (whic ſo 
well ſupplied with all Things neceſſary from our Fleet (which at 
the ſame Time attended the Motjons of the Enemy's Army ſo 
cloſely) that it 2 be truly ſaid, the Succeſs of * 
was as much awing to 5 * 4% Admiral, as to the German 
General; mad that the E leet did no leſs Service than the 
Army. To enter into all the Particulars of this Sicilian Expedi- 
tion, would take up much more Room than I have to ſpare, and 
would, beſides, oblige me 3 my proper Subject, 
ſince the Motions of a Fleet, attendi -Army for the Ser- 
vice of the Emperor, cannot be, ftritly — thought a Part 
4 hs * * 2 


D Hiſtorical Repiter, Memoires Hif 
- --dicmules do Phils Due de-Ortbien, 122: a A 5 
— Heddgrnndp "form hinaſelf {ally as t0 all theſe Circum- 


K Tuns 


dances, by peruſing Se Advis of the Expedition to Sicily, which 


] have 
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Tk is, however; one Circumſtance which deſerves to be 
taken Notice of, and which I will not therefore omit. The 
| ian //ima, on the 8th of 


225 to ch 
inripped their Ships, and reſolved to wait their Fate with that of 


to employ his Ships in other Ser- 
vices, which had been for a long Time employed-in blocking up 
that Port. But, while all Things were in this proſperous Condition, 
a Diſpute aroſe among the Allies, about the Diſpoſition of the 
Spaniſh Ships before-mentioned, when, after the Citadel's being 
taken, they ſhould of ' Courſe fall into their Hands. Signior 

Scrampi, General of the King of Sardinia's Gallies, firſt ſtarted 
the Queſtion, and claimed the two beſt, of 60 and 64 Guns, new 
Ships, which had belonged to his Maſter, and were ſeized by the 
Spaniards in the Port of Palermo. He grounded his Right on 

the Convention made at Vienna, the 29th of December, 1718, in 
which it was ſaid, That, as to the Ships belonging to the King 

« of Sardinia, if they be taken in Port, they ſhall be reſtored 
c him ; but that this ſhall be referred to Admiral Byng to an- 
e ſwer . To this, the Admiral replied, ** That this Conven- 
< tion having been only a Ground-work for another to be made 

« at Naples, he could be directed by none, but that which had 
e been made in Conſequence thereof, in April, 1719, between 
&« the Viceroy of Naples, the Marquis de Breille, Miniſter of 
c Sardinia, and himſelf, in which, no mention is made of thoſe 
& Ships"; and, as for the Reference to his Opinion, he did freely 
«+ declare, he could not think the King of Sardinia had any Sha- 
dow of Title to them; that they had been taken by the Enemy, 
% were now fitted out, and armed at their Expence, and under 
ee their Colours; that they would put out to Sea, if he did not 
«© hinder them, and attack all Engliſb Ships they met with, and, 
0 if ſttonger, take them; fo that he could not conſider them 


I have cited ſo often, and which is a very ample Hiſtory of that 
memorable War, that embarrafſed us ſo much while it continued, 
and which has been buried in Qbſcurity ever fince, except as to the 
Promiſe it occaſioned about Gibraltar; of which, we ſhall hear more 
than once before we conclude this Volume. 5 


a 
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«<< in any I than 'what they were, the Ships of an Enemy", 
e in his Claim for the Emperor, alledg- 
ing, ** That as thoſe Ships would be found within the Port of 


on Town taken by his Maſter's Arms, e che 


erer. and at a great | 

« Aid 1 thatbes wine now coatuct within the Fantodind i 
«© he was to withdraw, they would ſtill be able-to go: to. Sea, 
* and he ſhould- have a Chance of mecting with and taking 
<< them”. But, refleQing afterwards with: himſelf, that poffibly 
the Gariſon might capitulate for the ſafe Return of thoſe Ships. 
into Spain, which he was determined never to ſuffer: That on 
the other Hand, . of N r 


prove that 
Ley belonged 
to erect a 
— 


to | Nobody he 
ttery, when” Ge 


Tus — Court hed formed 4 Nga of — 8 
ſelves Maſters of Sarainia, out of which they were driven, as has 


been before obſerved, by the Spaniards : But, our Admiral judged 
it more for the Service of the Houſe of Auſtria, that this Army 


3 immediately tranſported into Sicig. In order to effect 
this, and at the ſame time to procure Artillery for on 
the Siege 

niſh 


at 

of the Citadel of Meſſina, he went over to Naples, 
where, finding that the Government was abſolutely unable: to fur- 
the Military Stores that were wanting, he very generouſly 
granted the Cannon out of the Britiſb Prizes, and procured, upon 
his own Credit, Powder, and other Ammunition from Genoa; 
and, ſoon after, went thither himſelf, in order to haſten the Em- 
barkation of the Troops, which was made ſooner than could 
have been expected, merely through the Diligence of the Admi- 
ral, and in Spite of the Delays affected by the Count, now Ba- 
thaw of Bona, who was appointed to command them. | _— 
r See the Expedition E Hiſtorical Regiſter, Political State, 

Oldmixon's Hiſtory, &c. 
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the Citadel of Me effina ſurrendered, Sir George Byng re- embarked 
a great Part of the Army, and landed them upon another Part 
of the Iſland, by which means they diſtreſſed the Enemy to 
Degree, that the Marquiſs de Lade, w yon; Beer 
5 F — propoſed to evacuate the Iſland, 


a Britiſh Admiral and ks Y 
done fo many Service for the Imperialiſts, inſiſted on their doing 
vrhat vas juſt, with reſpect to us, and and holding the Spaniſh Troops 
in the uneaſy Situation * were, till they gave ample 8a- 
tisfaction to the Court of. 1 wales ea of Pie It 
muſt, however, be conſidered that, in the firſt Place, the Admi- 
ul had the Detention, of the Spaniards in his own Hands, ſince 
the Germans could do nothing in that Matter without him; and 
on the other Hand, our Demands on the Court of Spain, were 
as much for the Intereſt of the Common Cauſe, as for our own, 
ſo that tho? the Steadineſs of Admiral Byng deſerved Commenda- 
tion; > there ſeemed to be no great Praiſes dus to the Germas 
iſance“. 
Tn more effectually to humble Spain, and at the ſame time 
to convince the whole World that we could not only contrive, 
but execute an Invaſion, a ſecret Deſign was formed, for ſending 
a Fleet and Army to the Coaſts of Spain; which was very ſuc- 
ceſsfully performed ; and, on the 21ſt of September, 1719, Vice- 
Admital Migbels, with his Majeſty's Ships under his Command, 
and the Tranſports having on —4 the Forces, commanded by 
the Lord Viſcount Cobham, conſiſting of about 6000 Men, failed | 
from St. Helen's; and the firſt Account we had of them, is con- 
_ tained in the following Expreſs, which, indeed, contains the only 
good Account that was ever publiſhed of this Expedition; and, 
therefore, I preſume the Reader will not be diſpleaſed to ſee itt. 
His Excellency the Lord Viſcount Cobham, with the Men of 
War commanded by Vice-Admiral Migbels, and the Tranſports, 
having the Forces on Board, arriving on the Coaft of Galicia, 
kept cruiſing three Days in the Station appointed for Captain Jobn- 
ſen to join -them ; but having no News of him, and the 
of bee. on the Lack at this Seaſon of the Year, with Tranſports, 


rendering 


* This was eſteemed a mighty Service by one Party in Ergiand, | 
and treated with very great Contempt by others. 


* Annals of King George, Oldmixon's T0, orien! Rage, 
Political State, &c. 
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te Wed to take ſome Meaſures of 


pg Spina, SG. dbey ers the Harbour 

28 renadiers being immediately landed, about 
Miles SHE Toes drew .up on the Beach: foine-Pea- 

ſants fired from the Mountains, at a 

_—_— His Lordſhip 

and the R 


Diſtance, but without 
re fre e de Gerten 

That Nigh "ns he lowing Day nd eg he TI: 
t ollowing Da the Troops 

upon their Arms. In — four Dane 


were brou ht =Meg ard fora were ed in ſeveral Avenues, 
to the Diſtance of above a Mile,up S 


On the iſt of October, his Ta, SG wich the Forces 
. encam 5 3 —— 
to the near e of Boas, the extended to- 
. wards the Mountains. Motion of the Army, and ſome 
Parties that were ordered to view the Town and Citadel, gave the | 
Enemy ſome chenſions that Preparations were to 
attack them. reupon, they ſet Fire to the Carriages of tbe 
Cannon of the Town, nailed thoſe Cannon, and by all their Mo- 
tions, ſeemed to be determined to abandon the Town to the Care 
of the and 4 Wiesen de Od 
| hr Troops, into the Citadel. Whereupon the Lord Cobhant ſent 
to ſummon the Town to ſurrender, which the M made 
no Difficulty of doing; and the ſame Night his Lordfhip ordered 
eneywoed, with 800 Men, to take poſt in the Town, 
and Fort St. Sebaſtian, which the Enemy had alſo abandoned. 

Ox the 3d, a 8 began do ' bombard the Otadel; 
Diftanice. That 
Fuoning, the large Mortar and the Co 8 ove 
landed at 3 between forty and fy of them, 
ſmall, placed on a Battery, under Cover of Fort St. e, 


with Succeſs. The fourth Day bis Lordſhip order- 
* * — Cannon to be landed; and, with ſome others, 
_ found in the Town, to be placed de the Battery of Fort St. 7 
_ baſtian. At the ſame Time, his Lordſhip ſent the Governor a 
-. Summon to ſurrender, ſignifying, that if he ſtaid till our Battery 
_ of Cannon was ready, he ſhould have no Quarter. Colonel Li- 
gonier was ſent with this Meſſage, but found the Governor Don 
Fes de ler Cereos, had the Day before been carried out of the 
Caſtle, wounded; the Lieutenant-Colonel, who commanded in 
his Abſence, 3 Leaye and Time to ſend to the Marquis de 


Riſburg, at Tay, for his DireCtions ; but — told, — _ 


to his Excellency the Lord Cobbam. 


Mortars, beſides, above Two thouſand Barrels of Powder, and 
ſeveral Cheſts of Arms, am 
All which Stores, and Braſs Ordnance, were lodged there from 
on Board the Ships that were to have viſited Great-Britain the 


to be embarked, as like wi 
by the 27th, he failed that Day for England, where he arrived 


' the 1th of November ; baving loft in the 28 Thees 
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lities ſhould be continued, if they did not ſend their Capitulation 


without any Delay, they ſoon complied v. 
Tas Capitulation conſiſted of ten Articles, by which the Ga- 
onours of War; 


riſon were to march out, with the 
and the Place with all its Works, and” whatever they 
contained, either of Ammunition or — REES 


On the 26th of the Gare Mika bs the 


marched out, conſiſting of 469 Men (Officers i 


had above 300 killed or wounded by our Bombs. The Pe 
us but two Officers, and three or Men killed. There were 
in the Town, about ſixty Pieces of large Iron Carmmon, which, 


when the Enemy abandoned, they nailed, and d, as much 


as theic Time would give them Leave ; and in the el, were 
forty-three Pieces, of which fifteen were Braſs, and two large 


to about Sa0o Muſquets: 


and the very Troops that gave up Vigo, were 


Do of Ge — ſeven bas were filed in the arbour, 


three of which were fitting up for Privateers, one to carry twenty- 
four Guns; the reſt were trading Veſſels. - 
VIGO being thus taken, the Lord Cobham ordered Major- 


General Wade „ 
Tranſports, and to fail to the upper End of the Bay of Vigo; 


Which he 


did, on F +4 14th, and having his Men, 
matched to Pont- a- be. which Place ſurrendered without Op- 
the Magiſtrates of the Town them with the 
8. In the Place were taken, Two forty- eight Pounders, Four 
— Pounders, fix eight Pounders, and four Mortars, all 
Braſs 3 beſides ſeventy Pieces of Iron Cannon, Two thouſand 


ſmall Arms, ſome Bombs, c. all which, except the twenty- 


four Pounders, were embarked, and Major-General Wade re- 
turned, with his and Troops to Vigo, on the 23d. And the 
next Day, the Lord Cobham finding it would be impoſſible for him 


to maintain his Ground any longer in Spain, ordered the Forces 
if the Cannon, &c. which being done 


« This relation was publiſhed in the London Gun GE IR 
r 2, 1710. | | 


hall, 
„ 1 
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Three hundred of his Men, who were ether killed, died, or de- 
ans! is another Expedition, of which we muſt take No- 
tice, before we ſhut up the Tranſactions of this Year ; and, it is 
that of Sir Jahn Norris, into the Baltick. Things had now 
changed their Face in the North; the Swedes, ſince the Death of 
their King, were become our Friends, and the Deſign of 
this Fleet, was to protect them againſt the Ruſſians. 
The Queen of Sweden was extremely well on the receiv- 
ing fo ſeaſonable a Succour. In the of September, Sir 
 Foba Norris, with his Squadron, Joined the Swediſh Fleet, and 
on the 6th of the ſame Month, arrived at the Dahlen, near 
Stockbolm, where, her Majeſty's Conſort, the preſent Kin * 
Sweden, did him the Honour to dine on Board his Ship. I his 
J unction of the Engliſþ and Swediſh Fleets, broke all the Mea- 
ſures of the Czar Peter the Great, who had ruined the Swedi/b 
Coaſt in a cruel Manner ; but was now forced to retire with his 
Fleet into the Harbour of Kw. The Lord Carteret, now Se- 
cretary of State, was then Ambaſſador at Stockholm, and, in Con- 
junction with Sir Fobn Norris, laboured affiduouſly to bring the 
Conferences at the Iſland of Abland, to a happy Concluſion ; but, 
the Czar, not being at preſent diſpoſed to think of pacific Mea- 
ſures, they could not prevail ; ſo that, about the Middle of Sep- 
tember, the Conferences broke up. All this Time the Fleet con- 
tinued near Stockholm ; but the Winter Seaſon coming on, and 
there being no Reaſon to fear any further Attacks on the Swedes, 
as the Danes had accepted his Britannic Majeſty's Mediation, Sir 
| fi Norris thought of returning Home; and, accordingly failed 
om Elſenap on the 27th of October, with a large Fleet of Mer- 
chant-men under his Convoy, and ſafely arrived at C gen 
on the 6th of November, where he was received by his Daniſh 
Majeſty, with all imaginable Marks of Kindneſs and Eſteem. It 
muſt, indeed, be allowed, to this Gentleman's Honour, that 
whatever Views the Miniſtry might have at home, he conſulted 
the Nation's Glory abroad ; and by preſerving the Balance of 
Power in the North, rendered the hi eſt Service to his Country. 
On the 12th of the ſame Month, the Fleet failed from Copenhagen ; 
and on the 17th, met with a dreadful Storm, which damaged ſe- 
vera! Ships, — deſtroyed none. Towards the Cloſe of the Month, 
they arrived ſafe; and, on the laſt Day of November, Sir John 
came to London, after having managed, with great Reputation 


and Expedition, an Enterprize which in leſs able Hands, would 
either have brought Diſcredit on our Naval Power, or involved 


the 


„ Hiſtorical Regiſter, Political State, &c. 


| George, &c. 
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the Nation in a bloody War; but by his ſteady and prudent Con- 


duct, they were both avoided, and a Stop put to thoſe Troubles, 
which, for many Years had embroil'd the North v. 


His Majeſty returned from Hanover about the Middle of No- 
vember, 17 19, and the Parliament met the latter End of the ſame 
Month, when there were very warm Debates upon the Subject of 
the Sicilian Expedition; where many great Men, and good Pa- 
triots, thought our Fleet had done too much for the Germans, 
and too little for themſelves. On the other Hand, the Friends of 
the Miniſtry maintained, that their Meaſures were right; that 
the giving Sicily to the Emperor, and Sardinia to the Duke of 
Savoy, would effectually fix the Balance of Power in Italy, and 
free us, and the reſt of Europe, from the Apprehenſions created 


by the mighty Naval Power of Spain. It is not, ſtrictly ſpeak- 


WW my Buſineſs, and, to ſay the Truth, the Compaſs of this 
Work, would not allow me to enlarge much upon it, if an En- 


quiry into the Politics at thoſe Times, was more ſo, than it is; 


but thus much Tthink is due, in Juſtice to Sir George Byng ; that 
I obſerve, the Queſtion does not at all affect his Conduct, fince 


the Merit of an Admiral conſiſts in executing his Inſtructions, for 
which alone he is anſwerable, and not at all for the Rectitude of 
thoſe Inſtructions. If this be not granted, we muſt never expect 


to be well ſerved at Sea, ſince the Admiral, who takes upon him 


to interpret his Inſtructions, will never want Excuſes for his Con- 


duct, be it what it will; and if this be once granted, Sir George 


Byng muſt be allowed to have done his Duty, as well as any Ad- 


miral ever did; for to his Conduct it was entirely owing, that 


Sicily was ſubdued, and his Catholic Majeſty forced to accept the 
Terms preſcribed him by the Quadruple Alliance. He it was, 

_ - who firſt enabled the Germans to ſet Foot in that Ifland ; by him 
they were ſupported in al! they did; and by his Councils they 
were directed, or they had otherwiſe been expelled the Iſland, 


even after the taking of Jeffina. As warm Debates there were 


about our Conduct in the Baltick, which, whether it were right 


or wrong, ought not to affect the Character of the Admiral, who 
punctually executed his Inſtructions, and performed all that was, 


or could be, expected from him; neither was this denied by ſuch 
as oppoſed the Miniſtry, and whoſe Sentiments were at this Time 
over- ruled in Parliament =. : ; 

On the 2d of December, the Naval Supplies for the enſuing 
"Year were ſettled, 13,500 Men were allowed for the Service of 


U 2 = 17 20g 
„ Mercure Hiſtorique & Politique, Oldmixon, Annals of King 


= Oldmixon's Hiſtory, Chandler's Debazes, Political State, 
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1720, and the Sum of 4 . Month as uſual, granted for that 
; z 21 2 A. 2 was given for che Ordinary of 


79733 5 I. for Soon af- 
2 oy Gl for a — 5 z expended in the 


Ae die of he] laſt Year beyond what was provided by 
Parliament ; and after great Debates, 2 Vote was obtained on'the 


15th of an for 377, 561 J. 67. 9 1 d. in of thoſe 
EN. of the Month of February, the King 
1 to the ple Alliance; and, as a Conſe- 
| quence thereof, a Ceſſation of Arms by Sea was ſoon after pub- 
_ liſhed, which was quickly followed by a Convention in 8:cily, 
n _ _ _} 
and thus the e uftria oſſeſſion of the n 
Sicily, by Means of the Britiſb Fleet. Fee. But, what Return the Im 
perial Court made Great-Britain, for theſe Favours, we e ſhall ſee 
in its proper Place. About the fame Time, a dif- 
patched by the Lord Carteret, from Stockholm, brought the In- 
 firument of the Treaty of Fri and Alliance concluded be- 
tween his Majeſty and the Crown of Sweden *. 
Tus Czar of Muſcovy, remaining ftill at War with Sweden, 


and having entered into Meaſures that, in the Opinion of our 


Court, were like to overturn the Ballance of Power in the North, 
it was reſolved to ſend Sir John Norris, once more with a Fleet | 
of twenty Men of War under his Command, into thoſe Seas. 
The Deſign of this, was, to ſecure the Swedes from feeling the 
Cxar's Reſentment, or, from being forced to accept ſuch hard 
and unequal Conditions as he might endeavour to impoſe. The bet- 
ter to underſtand this, it will be requiſite to obſerve, that the 
Swedes had made ſome great Alterations in their Government, 
. only afferting their Crown to be Elective, but by making 
Choice of the Prince of Hzfe, Conſort to the Queen their So- 
vereign, for their King, on her Motion and Requeſt; notwith- 
ſtanding the Claim of the Duke of Holftern, her Siſter” s Son, to 
the Succeſſion. This young Prince, the Czar was pleaſed to take 
under his Protection, and propoſed to the Swedes, that, if they 
would ſettle the Crown upon him, his Czarif Majefty would give 
him his Daughter, with the Provinces "conquered from Stveder, 
by way of Dowry; but, in caſe this was refuſed,” he threaten'd 
to purſue the War more earneſtly than ever, and for that Purpoſe, 
began to make very great Naval Preparations. As our 
League with Sweden was now renewed, the Britiſb Fleet; 6 on the 
z6th * failed for the Baltic; in the . ith 
on 


Votes of the Houſe of Commons, Annals of King George, 


— a — 


R212 — ę—eeP—ñ— ͥ » - a. oa 


of Admiral Fachmeifter ; the 26th, it was reſolved, that the Fleet 


tiated, and brought to a Concluſion a Tr 
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Month of May, they were joined on the Coaſt of Sueden by 
Squadron of Ships belonging to that Crown; . 
the ſame Month, being near the Coaſt of Ahland, they wers 
joined by ſeven Swediſh Men of War more, under the Command 


ſhould proceed towards the Coaſt of Revel ; which ſaved them 
from feeling at that Time any Marks of the Czar's Diſpleaſure. 


In the mean time, our Minifter at the Court of Denmark, having 


ed that Monarch for an Accommodation with Sweden, 
d Carteret, who was then our Miniſter at Stochholm | 
| | of Peace een 
the two Crowns, under our Mediation, went afterwards to 


Copenhagen, to preſent it to his Daniſh Majeſty, of whom he 


had an Audience on the 29th of June. 1720, for that Purpoſe. 
His Lordſhip continued for fame time after at the Daniſb Court, 
where he was treated with unuſual Marks of Efteem and Re- 
ſpect, by a Prince who was allowed to be one of the wiſeſt 


Crowned Heads in Europe; and who, as a ſignal Teſtimony of 


his Favour, took a Sword from his Side, richly ſet with Dia- 


a Preſent to his Lordſhip b. 


monds, to the Value of five thouſand Pounds of which he made 


Tuns Seaſon for Action being over, Sir John Norris, on the 
Sth of September, returned with the Squadron under his Com- 


mand, to Stockholm. The King of Sweden did him the Honour 


to dine with him on Board his Ship, accompanied by Mr. Finch, 
the Britiß Envoy, and the Poliſh Miniſter P. Lubomirſki, and 
other Perſons of Diſtinction; and his Excellency ſoon after re- 


turned, with the Squadron under his Command, to England. 
The Czar bore this Interpoſition of ours very impatiently, and 
his Miniſters did not fail to impute it wholly to the Intereſt 


which his Majeſty, as a German Prince, had to compromiſe Af- 


fairs with Sweden, with relation to the Dutchies of Bremen and 
Jerden. However, thus much is very certain, that whatever 


Benefit his Majeſty, as Elector of Hanover, might draw from 


the Protection afforded to Sweden by the Britiſh Fleet, this was, 


a Meaſure entirely correſponding with the Britiſb Intereſt ; and we 
| have often interpoſed in the very ſame Manner, under former 


Reigns, to prevent ſuch Conqueſts in the North, as might be 


fatal to a Commerce, upon the carrying on which, in a great 
Meaſure, depends almoſt all the other Branches of our Trade. 


The Inſinuations, therefore, of the Czar had no great Weight 
at that Time, either with us, or with other Powers, as appears 


by the Conduct of Poland and Denmark, both making ſeparate 


U 3 Treaties 


„ Oldmixon, Lediard, Political State, Annals of King George. 
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Treaties with Sweden, notwithſtanding all the Expoſtulations, 
Remonſtrances, and even Threatnings of his Czariſh Majeſty to 
prevent it. Neither is it at all impoſſible, that the very Dread of 
that exorbitant Power, to which that ambitious Monarch afpired, 
might contribute as much to their taking that Reſolution, as any 
other Motive whatever <. Ft 8 CITE 
His Majeſty having ſpent the Summer in his German Domi- 
nionz, returned to Great Britain in the Month of November; 
and the Parliament ing on the 8th of December following, 
the Proceedings of the Vear were laid before that Auguſt 
Aſſembly; in which it was inſiſted upon, that the Money iſſued 
for the Sea- Service, had produced the deſired Effects; and that, 
as Peace had been ſettled by the Force of our Arms in the Madi- 
terranean, a few Months before, ſo it was highly probable, that 
the very Terror of our Arms would cauſe the Troubles of the 
North to ſubſide in a few Months to come. Upon theſe Sug- 
98 a conſiderable Naval Force was aſked for the next 
ear; and though there was a good deal of Oppoſition, and a 
great many bold Speeches made, yet, in the end, the Point 
was carried; and on the 19th of December, the Houſe of Com- 
mons Reſolved, that 10,000 Men be allowed for the Sea-Ser- 
vice for the Year 1721, at 44. a Man per Month for thirteen 


Months: That 219,049 7. 14 5. be granted for the Ordinary of 


the Navy ; and 50,200 for Extra-Repairs for the ſame Year. 
This Provifion being made, it was reſolved to ſend Sir John 
Norris, and Rear-Admiral Hopſon, with a Squadron of thirteen 
Men of War of the Line, es Frigates and Bomb-Ketches, 
into the Baltict, to put an End to thoſe Diſputes, which had 
coſt our Allies fo much Blood, and ourſelves ſo large a Proportion 
of Treaſure, and which it was thought could not be fo ſoon 
ſettled any other way. A 
Tux Czar having ſtill in view the Reduction of the Swedes, 
to his own Terms, was very early at Sea, with a large Fleet, and 
deſigning to ftrike a Terror to the Stoediſb Nation, he ravaged 
their Coaſts, with incredible Reſentment, committing ſuch Cruel- 
ties as were ſcarce ever heard of, amongſt the moſt barbarous 
Nations; yet the Swedes kept up their Spirits, and depending on 
our Protection, did not take any haſty Meaſures, but inſiſted on 
certain Mitigations, which at laſt obtained. In. the middle of 
the Month of April, Sir John Norris failed from the Nore, 

and towards the latter End of the ſame Month arrived at Copen- 
hagen, where he was received with all Marks of Eſteem ; ſoon 
after he continued his Voyage for the Coaſt of Sweden, where he 
was 


— Hiſtoire de I'Europe, Oldmixon, Annals of King George. 
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of 


of the ſeaſonable Interpoſition of Great Britain, in 
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was joined by a few Swedi/b Ships. His Appearance in thoſe 
Seas, and with ſuch a Force, produced greater Conſequences than 
were expected from it; for the Czar doubting, his own Strength, 
and fearing, upon the Loſs of a Battle, that his whole Nayal 
orce would be deſtroyed, as he had ſeen of late, in the Caſe 
pain, he began to be more inclinable to a Peace, which 
was concluded at Neiſſadt, upon the 31ſt of Auguſt. This 
Treaty, having ſettled the Czar's Rights to the conquered Pro- 
vinces, and ſecured to the Swedes various Immunities and Privi- 
leges, in order to bring them more readily to conſent to ſuch 
Terms as they would have thought hard, ſatisfied, in ſome 
Meaſure, both Crowns, Sir Fohn Norris continued all this 
Time with his Fleet in the Neighbourhood of Stoch holm, in order 
to give weight to the Negotiations of Mr. Finch; and the Peace 
being Signed and Ratified, he took Leave of the Swedz/b Court, 
and failed for Copenhagen, where he arrived in the beginning of 


the Month of O#ober ; and on the 6th of the ſame Month, re- 


turned Home, arriving ſafely at the Nore, on the 20th, leavi 
the North in perfect Quiet, and all its Powers under 1 e 


avour of 


that Ballance of Power in thoſe Parts, which is of ſuch high 


Conſequence to the Tranquillity of Europe in general, as well | 


as the particular Advantage of each of the Monarchs thus re- 
Ar Home, the Diſputes and Uneaſineſſes which had been 
occaſioned by the Execution of the South-Sea Scheme, kept the 
Nation in a high Ferment, and put the Court under a Neceſſity 


of altering its Meaſures, and making ſome Changes in the Ad- 


miniſtration ; among which, we may reckon the Alteration of 
the Board of 2 which took Place in the Month of 
September, when his Majeſty was pleaſed to order Letters Pa- 
tent to paſs the great Seal, conſtituting the Right Honourable 
ames Earl of Berkley, Sir Fohn Jennings, John Cockburn, and 
illiam Chetwynd, Eſqrs. Sir Jahn Norris, Sir Charles Ma- 
ger, and Daniel Pultney, Eſq; iſioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, &c. This Ap- 
pointment gave general Satisfaction at that Time; and it muſt be 
allowed by all who are well acquainted with their Characters, 
that the Board was never better filled, than by theſe Gentle- 
men, four of whom were as great Seamen as any of that Age; 


and the other three, as well acquainted with the Buſineſs of 


the Office, and the Duties of their Poſt, as any that ever filled 
the Mm. : . | | | 

Tx Parliament met on the 19th of Octaber, and on the 27. 
of the ſame Month, the . of Commons granted 7000 2 
J 4 or 
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der the Service of the Sea, for the Year 1722, at the umu Rate 
of 41. Man per Month; and on-the 2d of Novenber, they re- 
Ser that the Sam of 218709145. 74.'de grand for the 
"hd W 'Fhis was a'v _ 


wart, oo Boner — the Portagueſe;"f 
4 by them, to Mr. Wingfield and Mr. Roberts, twa 
—— Liſbon, whieſe Goods rams ov 
4 their Perſons, and even wentſofar as to condemn them 
be bang d, upon a very trifling Preterice. The Caſe was this. 
Thee is a Law in — which forbids the Exportation of 
any Coin whatſoever, upon Pain of Death: But it was a Law 
_ RO — mote Anti 
2 manner was juſtified ' by the 
7 Cola openly fend Eien — : 
met erery Bey, and that in ſuch a Manner as the Court could 
not be igndrunt of it. What induced the Portugueſe Miniftry 

to venture upon ſuch an ill- timed Severity, is not well known ; 
but the vigorous Meaſures taken by our Court, were certainly the 
| Methods that could be taken, to hinder their 
_ to' Exeeutſqn. At che fame Time, our Miniſter ftated their Caſe | 
in the fai and fulleſt Light, obſerving to the King of Portigat, 
chat-of l Nativis in Typo , the Engliſh leaſt deſerved- tobe 
thas uſed, becauſe they OT Quantity of the Manu- 
faAures of . in — their own, of which the 

trade, rr oþ That the Ballanee of Trade ; 
in" Gf Favour, had bern, and muſt be, always diſeharged in 
Gold; | r A. ar + theſe ſevere Proceedings, if not 
itted, . not only prod — — Rupture between 
= — 4 * alſo all Commerce between them 
for the future. ces, theſe Repreſentations were attended 
to, the roar fury their Goods feſtored, and che whole 
Affair amicab aſted. Upon this, our Naval Armament was 
hid aſide; and'the mutual Intereſt of the two Nations; after this 
Explanation! g better underſtood, the Harmony berwecti them 
Vs effeAnally' reſtored; and this unhicky Interruptivit of ic, bu- 
ned on dend ſides in Oblivion, r w £ 
* 
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v may, from this Inſtance, diſcern, how dangerous a Thing 
* in any State, to ſuffer theſe ſleeping Laws to remain- unre- 
pealed, ſinee, in certain ConjunQures, there never will be want» 
ing a Sort of enterpri Men, who will endeavour to make 
| their A of ſuch Penal Statutes, diſguiſing their private 
Views, under « a ſpccious Pretence of purſuing the public Good, 

As on the other Hand, we cannot avoid obſerving, that the beſt 
way to ſecure Juſtice to our Subſeds Abroad, is always to keep | 
a great Maritime Force at Home, that it may be known to all 
ations, with whom we have any that we are always 
in a Situation to exact a ſpeedy and ample Satisfaction, for any In- 
ſults that are offered to our Merchants, as believing it but equita- 
ble to imploy in favour of our Commerce, that Power which is the 
Reſult of it 5 which never can be attained, but by encouraging an 
extenſive Trade, and which never can decay or decline, if we 
do not ſuffer our Neighbours to interfere therein to our Pre- 
juſtice, . by not applying timely and effectual Remedies, upon 
their firſt Invaſions. Ke o den to the Thread of our Nar- 
ration, ; 

Tre Pirates in the Ie - Indies, which had received ſome 
Check from the vigorous Iiſpoſitions of Governor Rogers, and 
other Commanders in the e Indies, began to take Breath a- 
gain, and even to annoy our Colonies more than ever. This was 
ovwing to ſeveral Cauſes ; particularly to the Encouragement they 
had met with of late from the Spaniards, and to the Want of a 
ſufficient Force in thoſe Parts. The Merchants, finding themſelves 
extremely Diſtreſſed, by a Grievance that increaſed every Day, 
made repeated Repreſetitations, upon this Head,. to the Govern- 
ment; upon which, freſh Orders were ſent to the Officers of the 
Navy,'-cruizing on the Coaſt of Guiney, and in the #f-Indies, 
to exert themſelves, with the utmoſt Diligence, in cruſhing theſe 
Enemies to Mankind ; and theſe Injunctions had at length he de- 
ſired Effect. There was amongſt theſe Pirates, on the Coaſt of 
Africa, one Roberts, a Man whoſe Parts deſerved a better En- 
N he was an able Seaman, and a good Commander, and 
had with him two very ſtout Ships, one commanded by himſelf, 
of 40 Guns, and one hundred and kfty-two Men; the other of 
32 Guns, and one hundred and thirty-two Men; and to com- 
ples bis Kquadron, be og ated» and, of 24. Guns, and go 
en i With this Force, Reberts had done a great deal of Mi- 
chief, in the Mas Indies, before he failed for Africa, where -1 
likewiſe-took abundance of Prizes, till in the Month of 
1722, he was taken n now Six Chalover wg 
Rear-Admiral of — ga 


' Carrain 
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 CarTAin Ogle was then in The Swallow, and was eruiſing off 
Cape Lopez, when he had Intelligence of Reberts's being not far 
from him, of whom he went immediately in Search, and ſoon af- 
ter, diſcovered them in a very convenient Bay, where the biggeſt 
and the leaſt Ship were upon the Heel ſcrubbing, Captain Ogle 
taking in his lower Tire of Guns, and lying at a Diſtance, Ro- 
berts took him for a Merchant-man, and immediately ordered his 
Conſort Skyrm, to flip his Cable, and run out after him. Captain 
Ogle crowded all the Sail he could to decoy the Pirate, to ſuch a 
Diſtance, that his Conſorts might not hear the Guns, and then 
ſuddenly tacked, run out his lower Tire, and gave the Pirate a 
Broadſide, by which their Captain Skiyrm was killed; which ſo 
diſcouraged his Crew, that after a briſk En which laſt- 
ed about an Hour and a half, they ſurrendered. Captain Ogle 
returned then to the Bay, hoiſting the King's Colours, under the 
Pirates black Flag with a Death's Head in it. This prudent Stra- 
tagem, had the deſired Effect; for the Pirates, ſeeing the black 
Flag uppermoſt, concluded the King's Ship had been taken, and 
came out full of Joy to congratulate their Conſort on the Victo- 
ry. This Joy of theirs was, however, of no long continuance, 
for Captain Ogle gave them a very warm Reception; and though 
| Roberts fought with the — Bravery, for near two Hours, 
yet being then killed, the Courage of his Men immediately ſunk, 
and both Ships yielded. Captain Ogle carried theſe three Prizes, 
with about 160 Men, that were taken in them, to Cape Cogaſi- 
Caſtle, where they were inſtantly brought to their Trials. Seven- 
ty- four were capitally convicted, of whom fifty-two were execu- 
ted, and moſt of them hung in Chains, in ſeveral Places; which 
ſtruck a Terror into that Part of the World, as the taking ſeve- 
ral Pirates in the Veſi-Indies, towards the latter End of the Year, 
did in thoſe Seas. But theſe Succeſſes were far from putting an 
End to the Miſchief, ſo that it was found neceſſary, ſoon after, to 
| ſend ſeveral Ships of War to the Northern Colonies and Jamaica, 
whove, /by Degrees, they put an End to this dangerous Crew of 
As this Year was very barren in Naval Tranſactions, I think 
I may be at Liberty to take Notice of an Event, that otherwiſe 
might ſeem of too little Importance to be recorded. The Caſe 
was this. The Government had Intelligence, that the Emiſlaries of 
the Pretender were very buſy in carrying on their Intrigues at ſe- 
veral Foreign Courts, and that, for the greater Expedition and 
Security, they had fitted out a Ship, called The Reſalution, which 
then lay in the Mole of Gonoa. It was in the midſt of Autumn 
when this Intelligence was received; upon which, Orders were 
immediately diſpatched to the Captains of ſuch of our Men of War, 
as 


Of King GEORGE I. 215 


as were cruizing in the Mediterranean, to ſeize and poſſeſs them- 


ſelves of this Veſſel, which they accordingly did, in the begin- 


ning of the Month of November. But it ſo happened, that moſt 


of her Officers were, at this Juncture, on Shoar, which obliged 


Mr. Davenant, his Majeſty's Envoy Extraordinary to that Repub- 


lic, to demand them of the Senate and State of Genoa ; but the 
Senate were either ſo unwilling, or ſo dilatory in this Affair, that 


the Perſons concerned, had an Opportunity, which they did not 


miſs, of making their Eſcape ; and, though they were a little un- 


lucky in loſing their Ship, which was a pretty good one, yet they 
were very fortunate in faving themſelves, fince, if they had 


been taken, they would have been treated as Rebels, or per- 
= conſidered as Pyrates, as ſome People were in King 
illiam's Time, who ated under a Commiſſion from King 


James. 


TE Parliament having met on the gth of O/Fober, the Houſe 
of Commons, on the 24th of the ſame Month, granted 10,000 
Men for the Sea-Service, at 4 J. per Month, for the Year 1723; 


and, on the 29th, they Reſolved, that 216,388 J. 145. 8 d. be 
allowed for the Ordinary of the Navy, for the ſame Year ; and 
| ſoon after, the King was pleaſed to promote Captain Charles 


Strickland, to the k of Rear-Admiral of the Blue, in the 


Room of Admiral Mighells, who was appointed to ſucceed T- 
mas - Swanton, Eſq; lately deceaſed, as Comptroller of the Navy; 
and Admiral Littleton dying the fifth of February, Rear-Admiral 


Strickland ſucceeded him as Vice-Admiral of the White; and Sir 


"George Walton was made Rear-Admiral of the Blue, the other 
Admirals taking Place according to their Seniority. = 


Tuk Naval Tranſactions of this Year, were very inconſidera- 


ble; for though ſome great Ships were put into Commiſſion, and 
there was once a Deſign of fitting out a Fleet; yet it was 
very ſoon after laid aſide, the whole Attention of the Nation 


being bent on a Plot, for which one Chri ſtopher Layer, Eſq; 


_ Counſellor at Law, ſuffered Death; and Doctor Francis 
Atterbury, Biſhop of Rocheſter, was baniſhed by a Law ex 
- poſs Facto. But that we may not ſeem to paſs by any thing 
that has the leaſt Relation to the Subject of this Work, we ſhall 
take Notice of an Account that was received about this Time of 
an Hurricaneat Jamaica, ſaid to be the moſt remarkable that e- 
ver happened in that Ifland ; which Account, as it is in itſelf, e- 
qually curious and remarkable, ſo it is the more valuable, becauſe 


not to be met with elſewhere. | 


© To 
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, To Sir H. 8. Bart. 


e Dated at \Port-Rel i lei, New. 13, . 


4 Since my laſt to y 
4 infinitely for the wor 
harps br av, 28th 
© the Damage which the Iſland has ſuffered 


a bd of a 2 adden, over-flowed a 
% 'away with an irreſiſtable Fores: N aud, in 
+ ſhort, every Thing that ſtood in its Way. In this laſt Cala- 
«<-mity; the uhfortunate Town of Port- Royal, has had, at leaſt, 
5 its full Share. And here I confeſs myſelf at a Loſs for Words 
« to give juſt Deſcription of 5 of that Scene that we, 
«+ the Inhabitants, ſaw before our Eyes. When the Terror of the 
Sea broke in upon 


8 — . "2: the 4 of the 
Cock in the Morning, and did not ſenſibly abate till detween 
twelve and one, within which Space of Tune, the Wind and 
6 gea together demoliſhed a conſiderable Part of the Town, 
4 laid the Churches even with the Ground, deſtroyed above 120 
* White Inhabitants, and 1 50 3 beſides 2 almoſt all 
&. the Store-Houſes Me Tram. ogether with all the Goods 
© that were in them, en to a conſiderable Value. 
* We had, at Port Royal, two very formidable Enemies to en- 

© counter at the ſame time, viz. the Wind, and the Sea; the 
« Situation of the Place, it being at all Times ſu A 
che Sea, rendering it more expoſed than other Places, to 

4 Fury of that Element ; our only Bebe l the 
Sea, conſiſts in a great Wall, „ 
et of the Town, the Side where we apprehend moſt Danger. 

This Wall s raiſed about VO IO of the 


hk AS kk ak A * * * 


c 
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„Water; and may be about ſix or ſeven Foot broad. And for 


« theſe twenty Years paft (for ſo long the Wall has been built) 
c jt has proved a ſufficient Security to the Town. But, in this 


ec fatal Storm, the Sea ſcorn'd to be reſtrained by ſo mean a Bul- 
« wark; for the Wind having, as I obſerved before, raiſed it ve- 
« xy midch above its ordinary Height, it broke over the Wall 
<« with ſuch a Force, as nothing was able to withſtand. . Two 
< or three Ros of Houſes that were next to the Wall, and ran 
with it, were entirely taken away, among which was 
« the Church, a handſome Building, and very ſtrong, which was 
« ſo demoliſhed, that ſcarce one Brick was left 


upon | 

<<. another. A conkderable Part of the Wall of the Caſtle was 
4 thrown down, — * its being of a prodigious Thick- 
cc neſs, and founded upon a Rock, and the whole 


cc Fort wes in the utmoſt r of being loſt, the Sea breaking 


_ quite over the Walls of i it _—_ they are reckoned to ſtand 
< thirty Foot above the Water. 


This Information I had from 
ac the Captain of the Fort, and other Officers that were in it, 


_ « during the Storm, who all told me, that they expected every 
% Minute to have the Fort waſhed away, and gave up themſelves 
<6 and the whole Gariſon for loſt. In the higheſt Streets in the 


« Town, and thoſe that are moſt remote from the Sea, the Wa- 


$6 ter roſe to between five and fix Foot; and at the ſame time 


«© the Current was ſo rapid, that it was ſcarce poſſible for the 
<c- ſtrongeſt Perſon to keep his Legs, or to prevent himſelf from 


| © heing carried away by it. In theſe Circumſtances, we were | 
<< ohliged to betake ourſelves to our Chambers, and upper Rooms; 
here yet we ran the utmoſt Hazards of periſhing by the fall 


cc of our Houſes, which trembled and ſhook over our Heads to 


A Degree that is ſcarce credible. The Roofs were for the 
„ moſt part carried off by the Violence of Wind, and 


particu- 


ce larly the Houſe to which mine and ſeveral other Families 


e fad betaken ourſelves, the Gable-end was beaten in, with 


4c ſuch 4 Force, that a large Parcel of Bricks fell thro' the Gar- 


44. ret: Floor into the Chamber where we were, and had t 


e fallen upon any of us; muſt have infallibly beaten. out our 


Brains: But God was pleaſed to order i it ſo, as that not a Soul 


ec received any hurt. 
< 5. „ THERE was, the Morning on which the Storm ha opened, a 
Fleet of Ships riding in the Harbour of Por- Ra moſt 
which bad taken in their full Freight, and were to have re- 
cc kee in a few Days, had they not been prevented by 
4 this terrible Storm, which left but one Veſſel in the Harbour, 


ec befides four Sail of Men of War, all which had their Maſts and 


60 * Rigging blown away, and the Ships themſelves, though in a 


« ſecure 


„ Fields, where they were obliged to throw themſelves all a- 
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< ſecure Harbour as any in the J/e/t-Indies, were as near to 
ec deſtruction, as it was poſſible to be, and eſcape it. But the 
« moſt ſenſible Proof of the unaccountable Force of the Wind 
<« and Sea together, was, the vaſt Quantity of Stones that were 
< thrown over the 'Town-Wall; which, as I obſerved before, 
<« ſtands nine Foot ahove the Surface of the Water, and yet ſuch 
« a prodigious Number of Stones were forced over it, that almoſt 
nan hundred Negroes were employed for near fix Weeks toge- 
6 ther, to throw them back again into the Sea; and ſome of 
<« thoſe Stones were ſo vaſtly big, that it was as much as nine or 
ac ten Men could do to heave them back again over the Wall. 
I am ſenſible, this e 1 
4 ftrange ; but yet I doubt not of obtaining Belief, when 
as E ks wo for a certain Truth. But Port Royal was 
<< not the only Place that ſuffered in the Storm: At King ſton, 
e ' alſo, great Damage was done; abundance of Houſes were 
« blown quite down, and many more were fo miſerably 
«4% broken and ſhattered, as to be little better than none; 
© abundance of rich Goods were ſpoiled by the Rain, the 
44 Ware-houſes being either blown down, or uncovered. But 
ic they had only one Enemy to encounter, viz. the Wind, and 
e were not prevented by the Sea from forſaking their falling 
e Houſes, and betaking themſelves to the Savannahs, or open 


<< ng upon the Ground, to prevent their being blown away; 
and yet, even in K:ng/ton, ſome Perſons were killed, amongft 
<< whom, was a very worthy Gentlewoman, the Wife of the 
cc Reverend Mr. May, Miniſter of the Town, and the Biſhop 
c of London's Commiſſary; ſhe was killed by the Fall of their 
4 Houſe, as ſhe lay with her Huſband, under a large Table, who 
„ had alſo the Misfortune of having his own Leg broke. All 
„“ the Veſſels that rode in the Harbour of King ſton, which were 
c between forty and fifty Sail, were either driven on Shore, or 
<< overſet and ſunk. Abundance of the Men and Goods were loft, 
© and one could not forbear being ſurprized to fee large Ships, 
ce with all their Lading in them, thrown quite up upon the 

„ Land: And nothing could afford a more diſmal Proſpect, than 
4 the Harbour did the next Day, which was cover d over with 
nothing but Wrecks and dead Bodies. At Spaniſb Town, no- 
* body indeed was killed, but a great many had very narrow 
<< Eſcapes, ſome Families having ſcarce quitted their Houſes, be- 
<< fore they fell down flat at once, without giving any Warning. 
« The King's Houſe ſtands, indeed, but it is all uncovered, and 
«< the Stables, Coach-Houſes, &c. are quite demoliſhed. The 


66 River, 


DT wars 
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4 River, near to which the Town is ſituated, ſwelled to ſuch a 
Degree, as was never before known; and I was aſſured by 

ini of the Place, Mr. Scott, it roſe full forty Foot 


above the ordinary Mark, and did incredible 
to the Eſtates that lay bordering upon it. From o- 


<6 ther Parts of the Country, we had alſo very melancholy Ac- 


<« counts of the great Lofles they had ſuſtained, and particular 
c at Old Harbour, a Village built 2 


* Shore, the Sea made ſuch haſte to devour, as moſt unexpect- 


<« edly to intercept many poor Creatures, before they had Time 
© to make their Eſcape, and almoſt forty poor Souls periſhed to- 
« gether in one Houſe ; and whilſt they only ſought Security-from 


„ the Wind, expoſed themſelves to be deſtroyed by Sea, from 


<< whence they apprehended no Danger. In Clarendon, and 
&« Vere Pariſhes, great Miſchief was done; in the latter, the 
«© Miniſter Mr. M bite, had his Leg broke by the Fall of the 
& Houſe where he was, not to mention ſeveral Perſons that were 
<« killed out-right. But I ſhould quite tire out your Patience, 
£ ſhould I undertake to give you a particular Account of the 
8 that was done by the Storm in all Parts of the Iſland. 
It ſhall, therefore, ſuffice, to ſay, that the Damage which 
6 the Trading-Part of the Iſland has ſuſtained by the Loſs of 


6 their Shipping and Goods, is not to be valued; and, on the 


& other Hand, it is impoſſible to ſay how deeply the Planting 


<6. [ntereſt has ſhared in this common Calamity, by the Loſs of 


<<. their Dwelling-Houſes, and Sugar-Works, and many other 
c Ways. And in ſhort, had the Fury of the Storm laſted much 
< longer, the whole Iſland muſt have been one general Wreck, 
& and nothing but final and univerſal Ruin could have enſued”, 
THERE remains but one Thing more to be mentioned with- 
in the Compaſs of this Year, and it is this: That the perplexed 


Situation of Affairs on the Continent, made it neceſſary for his 


Majeſty to viſit his German Dominions ; in order to which, he 
embarked on Board The Carolina Yacht on the 3d of June, ar- 
rived ſafely in Holland on the 7th, and continued his Journey by 
Land to Hanover, where he remained during the reſt of the 


'Year 1723; at the Cloſe of which, Sir obn Norris, with a 
| ſmall Squadron of Men of War, was ſent to eſcort him from 


Hoelland ; and he arrived ſafely at St. Fames's on the 3oth of 
December. The Parliament, which had been prorogued, on 
Account of the King's Stay abroad, was now ſummoned to 


meet on the gth of January; and Care was taken in the mean 
Time, t 


to whatever had relation to foreign Affairs, in 
ſuch a Manner as chat his Majeſty might aſſure both Houſes — 
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gn — 
the Treaty of Vins ; _ 
many- Things dangerous to the 

Succeſſion of the Royal Family ; Y 
peror Charles VI. abſolutely doc, nd 
nary Meaſures to pen = * ＋ 


Manufactures of Great Britain from being import 
Iſland of Sicily, of which we had ſo lately, and at 
Expence to ourſelves, put him in Poſſeſſion. 
Tu Lear 1 2 urs pray ley uh 
embarked on Board : Board | The Caroling Yacht at 

One in the Afternoon, on New Yeur's-Day, with x 62 W 
at North-Eaſt, and failed I. A 
{ame Evening, a moſt violent Storm aroſe, with Hail and 
4 . 
manded Captain Dan y 
Yacht, Abend ef which was Ir Jabs Morris, The 
continued ſo high, and the Sea ſo boiſterous, for about. 
thirty Hours, that the whole Fleet was in the utmoſt 
The third, in the Morning, the Yachts and Men of War. , 
near Dover ; and one of nay = - & with ſome of his Majeſty's 


arrived about 
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in a Scheme for humbling: the Houſe of 
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the 26th of Fanuary, the Houſe of Commons Reſolved, 
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278 
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#77 


T726, at 4 J. a Man per Month, for thirteen Months. 
of February they Reſolved, that 212, 38 1 J. 5 f. be 


J 
7 
7 


3 * 
1 


had Beem formed againſt the particular Intereſt of this Nation, 
ad the general Peace of Europe. Upon this Meſſage, there was 
Aa be Of Debate, which iſſued in an Addreſs from the Houſe 
to'his Mijefty, deſiring that he would be pleaſed to make ſuch 


un Attifion to the Number of Seamen already Voted, and to 


concert ſuch other Meaſures, as he in his great Wiſdom ſhould 


think moſt conducive to the Security of the Trade and Navi- 


gation of this'Kingdom, and to the Preſervation of the Peace 
_ "of Europe; aſſuring his Majeſty, that they would effectually 


| propice for, and make good all ſuch Expences and Engagements 


5 ſhould be entered into for obtaining thoſe great and deſirable 


Tu Adminiftration had all Things now in their own Power, 


and were at full Liberty to act as they thought fit; but, before 


we proceed to what they did, it will be reaſonable to take a 


View of what was looked upon as the Scheme of our Enemies. 


This I think the more feafonable, becauſe hitherto it has neyer 
Vor, IV, X deen 


Thoufand Men be employed for the Sea-Service, for 


nary of the Navy for the ſame Year. But 
. 


hon thought ſufficient, his Majeſty found it 
on the 24th of March to the Houſe 
porting, That he found it y to augment 


ie Force, and hoped he ſhould be enabled by the 
Parliament, to encreaſe the Number of Seamen al- 
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been done; at leaſt in a clear, intelligible Way, ſo that a Reader 
of common Capacity might underſtand it. As ſoon as the Courts 
of Vienna and Madrid ed that their Views were croſ- 


\ 


_ ficiently powerful, they defi 
With a View to render this 
gan to execute ſome Projects 
rſt, with extraordinary ina ine, 
Relict of the Czar Peter the Firſt, had conceived 
the Britiſh Court, and had, by ſome Scottiſh People about her, 


been drawn to believe it might prove no difficult to ſet up 


the Son of the late King James II. and fo overturn the Gover- 
ment in Britain. The ſame Scheme had been 
proved at the Impetial Court, by ſome of the Mini as the 
mpreſs Dowager informed the late King; and on tlie Credit of 
that Information, his Majeſty mentioned it in his Speech. The 


Spaniſh Court readily adopted that, or any other Expedient 


which might procure them Gibraltar, and facilitate their Ac- 
quiſitions in /taly, then, and ſtill the great Objects of their Po- 
licy. Thus the Hanover Alliance, originally contrived for the 
ſecuring that Electorate, proved the means of bringing it into 


ſome degree of Danger, a Project for diſpoſſeſſing the Houſe of 
| Hanover of its regal Dominions ; and perhaps the fame Cauſe. 
will hardly ever fail to produce the fame Effects: Whence it is 


evident, that the leſs Share we take in the Affairs of the Conti- 
nent, the leſs the preſent Royal Family will be expoſed to ſuch 
Attempts ; and, therefore, a wiſe Miniftry will be ſure to in- 
form their Maſter, that purſuing the Intereſts of Great Britain, 
will conciliate all the Powers of the Continent, except France; 
and that Attempts to aggrandize his Electoral Dominions, will al- 


ways create him Enemies, diſturb the Peace of Germany, and 


affect the Ballance of Europe. | 
I have already obſerved, that the Miniſtry at Home were by 
no means the Authors of the Hanover Alliance, though they 
| fancied themſelves obliged to ſupport it; and therefore, as ſoon 
as they were acquainted with the Schemes formed by the Allies 
of Vienna, they ſet about the Counter-working them, with all 
their Force. In order to this, they did not much truſt to their 
good Ally the French, or to the flow Aſſiſtance of the Dutch ; 


but choſe the ſhorteſt and moſt expeditious Method poſſible, of 


helping themſclves ; with which View, it was reſolved to ſend a 
ſtrong Fleet into the Baltick, to awe the Czarina, to = 
ou 
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found another Power, and to keep ſteady a Third. It was like- 

wiſe thought requiſite, to have another ſtrong Squadron on the 
Coaſts uf Spain, to intimidate his Catholic Majeſty, and to render 
his Efforts, if he ſhould make any againſt Gibraltar, ineffectual; 


and to ſum up all, as they very well knew that Money was 
1 Lens 33 of the War, but the Band of Friendſhip, 
at a 


among Bates and Princes, they determined to ſend a 
co able Force to the Indies, in order to block up the Gal- 
leans, as the ſhorteſt Means of diſſolving the Union between 
their Impetial and Catholic Majeſties; being ſatisfied, that if the 
former could not receive his Subſidies, the latter was not to 
rely upon his Aſſiſtance: ſuch were the Plans on both Sides, at 
_ this critical Juncture Shots: 3 
Tus Command of the Fleet intended for the Baltic, was given 

to Sir Charles Wager, Vice-Admiral of the Red, who had under - 
him, Sir George Walton, Rear of the Blue. The Squadron they 
were to command, conſiſted of twenty Ships of the Line, one Fri- 
gate, two Fire-Ships, and an Hoſpital- Ship. His final Inſtruc- 
tions having been given to the Commander in Chief, he, on the 
33th of April, 1726, hoiſted his Flag on Board The Torbay, a 
Third Rate Man of War, at the Nore. He was ſaluted by all the 
Ships lying there, and returned their Salutes, with one and twenty 
Guns. About an Hour after, Sir Geer ge Walton hoiſted his Flag on 
Board The Cumberland, at the Mizen-top-maſt Head, and faluting 
the Admiral with nineteen Guns, was anſwered with ſeventeen. 
The 14th, Sir Charles delivered out a Line of Battle, and a Ren- 
dezvous for Copenhagen-Road, or the Dahlen, near Stockholm, 
with failing Inſtructions. The ſeventeenth in the Morning, the 
Fleet weighed, and ſet Sail from the Nore. On the 23d of the 
ſame Month, the Fleet came to an Anchor in the Road of Copen- 
hagen; and on the 25th, preſented his Majeſty's Letter to the 
King of Denmark in Cabinet- Council, dined with his Daniſh 
Majeſty the ſame Day, and entertained the Prince Royal of Den- 
mark, (whois at preſent King) on board his own Ship the next. 
On the 6th of May, the Fleet under the Command of Sir Charles 
Mager, anchored near Stockholm. The very next Day Stephen 
Pointz, Eſq; his Majeſty's Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary, accompanied by Mr. Jackſon, his Majeſty's Reſident, came 
on d the Admiral. The Sth, Sir Charles went up to that 
City with them; and on the 1oth, had Audience of the King of 
Sweden, in the Preſence of ſeveral of the Senators. Being intro- 
duced by Mr. Pointz, Sir Charles delivered a Letter from the 
King his Maſter, to his Swedi/þ Majeſty, by whom he was gra- 
ciouſly received. The 14th of the fame Month, the Squadron 

of Daniſh Men of War ſailed from Copenhagen for the Ifland of 
| 1 | | X 2 Bornholm, 
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Bornholm, in order to join the Britiſb Squadron. Theſe Cere- 
monies over, Sir Charles Wager failed with his Squadron to the 
Iſland of Narginan, within three Leagues of Reve/. There, on 


the 25th of May, Captain Deane, who had been on Board The 
Port Mahone, nearer in with the Shore, returned on Board The 


Torbay, and brought the Admiral an Account, that he had ſpoken 
with a Lubecker, that came five Days before, from Peterſburg, 
whoſe Maſter had informed him, that there were ſixteen Ruſſian 
Men of War in the Road at Cronſlot, with three Flags flying, 
viz. Lord Admiral 

Admiral Saunders ; a great Number of Gallies were in a 
Readineſs, of which, but twelve were at Cranſſut, and the reſt at 
Peterſburg, or Wyburgh. — 


Taz Admiral took the firſt Oppor ty of ſending his Ma- 
oſed 


jeſty's Letter to the Czarina, incloſed in a Letter to her Admiral 
Apraxin, in which Letter his Majeſty expoſtulated very freely 
with her, on the Subject of her Armaments by Sea and Land, and 
on the Intrigues into which her Miniſters had lately entered into, 


Court was very much nettled at this Appearance of a Britiſh Fleet 


upon the Coaſt, and was inclined to have come to Extremities, 


rather than endure it. But Vice-Admiral Gordon very wiſely re- 

preſented to the Council, that the Ruſſan Fleet was in no Con- 
dition to venture an Engagement with that of Great-Britain ; 
upon which, Orders were given for laying it up, and for ſecuring, 
in the beſt Manner poflible, both it, and the Galle, from being 


inſulted. In the Month of Fuly, Prince Menzihoff, who was 


then Prime Miniſter of Ruſſia, came to Rzvel, and mutual Civili- 


ties paſſed between him and Sir Charles Wager; and his High- 


neſs, to ſhew his Regard to the Engliſp Officers, frequently 8 

them to his own Table. The Britiſh Fleet, while in this Station, 
was joined by a Daniſh Squadron, commanded by Rear-Admiral 
Bille, and remained before Revel, till the 28th of September, 
when, having received certain Intelligence that the Ruſſians were 


able to attempt nothing that Year, he failed for Copenhagen, and 
from thence Home, arriving ſafely at the Gunfleet, on the firſt of 
November. It muſt be allowed, that Sir Charles Wager per- 


formed on this Occaſion, all that could be expected from the 


Wiſdom and Skill of an Engliſb Admiral; ſo that this Expedi- 


tion effcQually anſwered its End, which ought to be confidered 
as an Honour to his Memory ; whether that End ſhall be thought 
Tight or wrong, which is a mere Political Diſpute, which neither 
2 or ought to affect the Character of the Admiral, in the 


Tu 


axin, Vice-Admiral Gordon, and Rear- 


with the Agents of the Pretender. It is ſaid, that the Ruſſian 
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THz Fleet that was ſent on the Coaſt of Spain, was com- 
manded by Sir John Jennings, and conſiſted of nine large Men 
of War, which was afterwards joined in the Mediterranean by 


ſeveral Ships that were cruizing there. The Admiral failed on 
the 20th of July, from St. Helens; and on the 3d of Augu/t, en- 


tered the Bay of St. Antonio, which alarmed the Spaniards. exceſ- 
ſively, who immediately drew down a great Body of regular 


Troops towards the When the Fleet firſt entered the Bay, 
ſome Pieces of Cannon were fired at the foremoſt Ships; but the 
Governor of St. Antonio preſently ſent an Officer to Sir John 


Jennings, to excuſe it, and to aſſure him it was an Act of In- 
diſcretion committed by the Governor of the Fort, without 


Orders. On the 25th of the ſame Month, the Fleet arrived at 


Liſbon, and was received there with all poſſible Marks of Re- 


ſpect; and Sir Jabn Jennings having received a Meſſage from 
the King, intimating that he would be glad to ſee him, the Ad- 


miral landed, paid his Compliments to his Majeſty, and then re- 


turning on Board, his Squadron ſailed from the River of Liſbon, 


for the Bay of Bulls, near Cadiz, where he was treated with great 
Diſtinction, and had all the Refreſhments he defired, ſent him, 
by Order of the Spaniſh Governor. He cruized for ſome Time 
after off Cape St. Marys, in order to wait for the Ships that 
were to join him, On the 7th of the ſame Month, Rear-Admiral 


Heopſen,with four Britiſh Men of War, came into the River of Lis- 


don, and one of theShips having loſt her Main-yard, and another hav- 
ing her Fore-maſt damaged, the Rear-Admiral applied to Brigadier 


Dormer, who immediately obtained an Order from his Portugueze 


Majeſty, for furniſhing every Thing that was neceſſary out of his 


Naval Stores. The gth, his Majeſty's Ships The inc helſea, 
and Swallow, which ſailed ſometime before for the Downs, came 
to the Entrance into the River Tagus, and the next Day pro- 
ceeded to join Sir John Jennings. It would be unneceſſary for 
me to enter into a farther Detail of the Motions of this Squadron, 


which ſoon after returned to Sp:thead. It is ſufficient to obſerve, 


that it anſwered perfectly the Ends propoſed by it, alarmed the 


_ Spaniſh Court to the higheſt Degree, obliged it to abandon the 


Meaſures it was then taking to the Prejudice of Great-Britain, 


and gave ſuch Spirits to the Party in Spain, that oppoſed thoſe 
dangerous Councils, as enabled them to triumph over all Oppoſi- 
tion. The Duke de Ripperda, who had been lately Prime Mini- 
ſter, the very Man who had negotiated the Treaty of Vienna, by 
- whoſe Intrigues the two Courts d been embroiled, took Shelter, 
at the Time of his Diſgrace, ir e Houſe of the Earl of Har- 
rington, then Colonel Stanhope, and our Miniſter at Madrid; 
and tho' he was taken from thence by Force, yet the Terror of 
X 3 a Britiſh 
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a Britiſh Squadron upon the Coaſt, preyailed upon. the Spanifb 
Court to lay afide all 1 Thoughts of proceeding againſt him Capi- 
rally, which pd; w manga x for betraying to the Briti/h 
ery Deſigns which 4 the ſending of this 
Fleet; 44 — his Eſcape. from the Caſtle. of Sego- 
via, and retired hither as to the only Place of Safety, from the 
Neſentment of his Catholic Majeſty. Such were the Events that 
attended the Expedition of Sir Jobn Jennings, on he Coaſt of 
oo * Let us E the *. ons in the * 
As the executing the great formed by the Vienna 
Allies, depended entirely on the Coins as were — from 
the Spaniſh West- 9 our Miniſtry thought they could not 
take either a wiſer or a bolder Meaſure, than ſending a Squadron 
into thoſe Parts to prevent their receiving thoſe Supplies. A Squa- 
dron was accordingly ordered to be equipped ſor that Purpoſe, 
the Command of which was given to Francis Haſier, Eſq; Rear- 
Admiral of the Blue, an excellent Officer ; but what his Inſtruc- 
tions were, I am not able to fay, as having no better Au 
to proceed upon, than Conjecture. He failed from Phmoxth on 
2 of April. 1726 ; though he had a very quick Paſlage, yet 
the Spaniards had previous Notice of his n, by an Advice- 
boat from Cadiz, ſo that before he reached the Baſtimenios, - the | 
_ 'Treafuxe which had been on Board the Galleons, and which that 
_ Year conſiſted of about fix Millions and a half Sterling, was fairly 
carried back to Panama, on the other fide the I Qn the 
6th of June, Vice-Admiral Hofier anchored within Sight of Parto 
| Bello; upon which, the Governor ſent to know his . Demands. 
Tbe Vice-Admiral anſwered with great Prudence and Temper, 
that he waited for The Royal George, a large South-Sea Ship, then 
CO which had diſpoſed of all her Cargo, and had a 
large Sum of Money on board. The Spaniards, in hopes of 
ng * of ſo troubleſome a Gueſt, haſtened her away; which 
Fan k was the greateſt Service this Squadron performed. With 
reſpe& to the blocking up of the Galleons, which has been ſo much 
talked of here at home, it was really a Dream, for his remaining 
there three Weeks was Time fufficiently to put it out of their 
Power to return for that Seaſon; and therefore, his continuing 
there ſix Months as he did, till his Squadron, that had been the 
Terror, became the Jeſt of the Spaniards, was altogether need- 
leſs. A little before Chriftmas, he weighed and failed for Ja- 
maica, after ſuch a Loſs of Men and in ſo wretched a Condition, 
that I cannot prevail upon myſelf to enter into the Particulars, 
which I heartily wiſh cquld be blotted out of the Annals, and out 


pf the —2 of this Nation. 
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IT happened very luckily for him, that there were at that Time, 
the Iſland of Jamaica, a Number of Semen out of Em- 
| „ fo that in tuo Time, his Squadron was once 
in a Condition to put to Sen z which he did, 
Cartbhagena, where "he was able td do Lins or 
Spaniards had by _— recovered their 
began to make Reprizals, ſeizing The Prince Prede- 


* a South- Sea Ship, then at La Vera Cruz, with all the Veſ- 


ſels ond Effects belonging e that Company, which Admiral Ho- 


ſier did indeed demand, but to no Purpoſe. He continued cruiz- 
ing in thoſe Seas, and ſome of his Ships took ſeveral Spaniſh Pri- 
zes, moſt of which were afterwards reſtored ; and in this Situati- 
on, Things continued till the Vice-Admiral breathed his laſt, on 
the 23d of Auguft, 1729 ; but that being without the Limits of 
this Work, I have nothing farther to fay of this Expedition, 


_ which whether well or ill concerted at Home, was undoubtedly 


executed with great Courage and Conduct by this unfortunate 
Commander, who loſt his Seamen twice over, and whoſe Ships 
were totally ruined by the Worms in thoſe Seas, which created a 
mighty Clamour at Home, and was without Doubt, a prodigious 
Loſs to the Nation. 

Tk Spaniards, intending to ſhew that they were not to be in- 
timidated by theſe mighty Naval Armaments, proceeded in' the 
Scheme they had formed, of attacking G ibraltar ; and towards 
the Cloſe of the Year 1726, their Army, under the Count de las 
Torres, actually came before the Place. Our Miniſtry at Home 
having had previous Intelligence of this Deſign, ordered a ſmall 
Squadron to be got ready at Portſmouth, in the Month of _ 
zer; and on * 24th, Sir Charles Wager hoiſted his 
Board The Kent; and as ſoon as the Wind would permit, (ied, 


in Order to join Rear-Admiral Hopſon, for the Relief of that im- 


portant Fortreſs, which he performed very effeQually i in the ſuc- 
ceeding Year. 

1 Parliament met on the 17th of Janwary, 1727, and on 
the 23d of the ſame Month, the Houſe of Commons came to a 
Reſolution, that 20,000 Men ſhould be allowed for the Sea-Ser- 


vice, at the uſual Rate of 4/. a Month, per Man; and on the 


_ It of the next Month, they voted 159,07 1/. for the Ordinary of 


the Navy. The firſt Uſe made of theſe extraordinary Supplies, 


was, to ſend a Fleet into the Baltict, where, it was ſaid, the 
Czarina was preparing to attack the Swedes ; ; and afterwards to 
proceed in the Execution of Defigns which have been formerly 
mentioned. On the 21ſt of April, Captain Maurice, Com- 
mander of The Naſſau, was appointed Rear-Admiral of the 


White Squadron, and Captain Robert Hughs, Commander : of 


X 4 Te 
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The E „ Rear-Admiral of the Blue Squadron 
Majeſty's Fleet 3 and Rogers RI ins 
The afſau, in the Room of Admiral Mourice. | were all 
three to ſerve under Sir Jabs Norris, who ſailed the 
kee the 
May, anchored in 

the Road of C 


— 
l Event fell out, — 


Labours. 


Ts Event was the Death of King 
happened at his Brother's Palace in the City 
82 1727, about One in the 

mig; and in the 68th of his Life. To ſpeak wi | 
Majeſty, was a Prince of great Virtues; and had many 
Ge truly amiable. n 
— r n 

— in whatever related to German Affairs, with Respekt to 
which, he always acted as a true Patriot, md a firm Friend ta 
the Conſtitution of the Empire. As to his Conduct, after his Ac- 
ceſſion to the Britiſb Throne, his Miniſters are entirely account- 
able for it; for he conſtantly declared, to them, that his Intention 
was to govern according to the Laws, and with no other View, 
than the general Good of his People. He was allowed, bye 
iltary Virtues, to be an excellent Officer. 

was very capable of Application, and underſtood Buſineſs M.- 
as any Prince of his Time. In his Amuſements, he was eaſy 
and familiar, of a Temper very ſenſible of the Services that were 
rendered him; firm in his Friendſhip, naturally averſe to violent 


Meaſures, and „ any Prince that ever fat upon 
a Throne. 


A LIST of the Ex cIIsH NAVY as it ſtood at the Ac- 
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Guns. 

| 700 

I,170 

1, 280 

15440 

2,000 

22000 v. 
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LICANT, An d Deſcription of it. In 
. — Is beſieged by the French, with 12000 Men. a 
—— Who lay a Mine under the Rock, charged with 1 500 Barrels 
of Powder, Ee. ibid. 
— Summon the Caſtle to ſurrender, and to ſhew their Power, 4d. 
2 = Engineers to view: their Mines, "wan report the Danger 
ereo | i 


—— - Notwithſtanding which, they reſolve 0 withſtand che 9 : 


3 Mine. is ſprung; the Rock FREY and ſhuts ; the oi 
Mountain feels the Convulſion ; the Goyernor and Officers, with 
their Men, are buried in the Ruins. 84 

The Ezglif Fleet arrives, and for ſome time cannonades the 

French; but at length, the Caſtle ſurrenders. | 88 

Alberoni, Cardinal, his remarkable Letter to his Catholick Majeſty O 

Ambaſſador to the S:ates-General. 273 Notes 

A Conference between him and Mr. Stanhope, regard g — 

Britiſh Fleet. 


Another remarkable Letter of his. 280 Note: 
Anne, Queen, Britiſh N ation never * with greater Luſtre 
than in her Reign, | 253 
—— Dies at Windſor. ---I0C-. 
—— Her Death faid to be in ſame Meaſure owing to a Quarrel 2 
tween two of her principal Miniſters, in her Preſence. ib. 
— Her Character taken from a MSS, 2355 & ſeg. 
Argyle, Duke of, his brave Character. 
Sent againſt the Earl of Mar, and the other Rebels in Scotland 
| whom he overcomes. 263 
Arms, 2 Suſpenſion thereof, Signed for four Months, between Eng- 
land and France. 153 
Aiento Company, eſtabliſhed, how, and by whom? 162 
AJylmer, Matthew, Eſq; appointed Admiral and Commander i in Chief 
"of his Majeſty's Fleet.] 94 
Made a Lord Commiſſioner of the Admiralty. 266 
Made Rear - Admiral of Great Britain, and a Baron of the 
Kingdom of Ireland. n 273 


AILLIE, Cern. Eſq; appointed one of the Commiſſioners 
for execyting thę Office of Lord High Admial. 258 


Baker, 


B 


INDEX. 
Baker, Fohbn, Eſq; made Rear-Admiral of the White. 49 
Made Vice-Admiral of the Blue. fe. 


Balchen, Captain John, tried by a Court- Martial for nevlef of Duty 
and acquitted. 


Bank of Eagland. ſuch a Run thereon, that the Lord High Tr 45 


ſurer not only allowed ſix inſtead of three per Cent. for all the 


Money circulating by their Bills, but alſo ſupplied them with 


large Sums of Money out of his private a, 3 as did f 
other Noblemen. 5 
73. 


| I 

The Occaſion thereof. . 5 

Benbow, Vice-Admiral, Memoirs of him FED . 
His Character. Es | 55 

— His Deſcent. "5 
Said to be firſt a Waterman's Boy, 


177 
——— Became Captain of a Veſſel, and gallantly fought a Sale 
"Moves, - 178 


—— A humorous Story of his eng off thirtopn Blacks Heads, 


and pickling them, 15. 
—— What followed thereon. 75 | 25. 
— King James gives him a Ship. TD 179 
Made Rear-Admiral by King William. | 0-1 
| Saves the Virginia and Weſt India Fleet from falling into the 
. Hands of the French Privateers. | EE, 
—— Is ſent with a ſmall Squadron to the Veſt. Indies. n 


— Comes home, and great Compliments are paid to his Courage 


and Capacity y. 181 
— Is again ſent to the Wet Indies, meets with, and fights Du Caſſe, 

and his Squadron. 188 
ls wounded. 5 * 


— His Leg is cut off, which occaſions a Fever, 5 he dies. 76. 


His Picture hung up in the Town hall of Shrewſbury. 189 
dome Acconnt of his Son John Benbow's Voyage, Slavery, 


and miraculous Eſeape. 189, fc. 
Berkley, Earl of, fails with a Squadron of ſixteen Men of War, and 


ſix Yachts, to bring King George I. over from Helland. 258 


ls joined by eight Ships of the States General, under Rear- 


Admural Coperen. | ib. 
——— Is made a Lord Commiſſioner of the Admiralty. 266 
Is made Vice- Admiral of Creat Britain | 27 

18 Biſhop, his Reflections on the Union. 12 Notes. 


Byrg, Sir George, ſent by Sir Cloudeſley Shovel with a ſtrong Squa- 


dron to the Coaſt of Spain, to the Relief of the Earl of Galway, 


bat comes too late. al 


+-- — Takes Care, however, of the ſick and wounded Men, and 


ſends them to Terteſa. 55 
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INDEX. 

—— Is ſaved by the Preſence of Mind of his Officers and Men, 
from running on the Rocks called The Bifop and bis Clerks, at 
 Sicilly, where Sir Cloudeſley Shovel periſhed. 27 

= With Lord Do-flos and a Fleet of: twenty-four Men of War, 
ails for the French Coaſt at a Time when they attempted to invade 

Scotland; purſues them, and retakes The Sali 2 gs - 
8 then in their Service, with ſeveral Perſons « 

mn s kan, and comes Home. a . 

ls ap — TO CET He ONE On 
-- 1 0 for 62 
Lord High Admiral. 94 

w—— Is ſent into the Mediterranean, to prevent the Spaniards from 

making themſelves Mafters of Sicily, Naples, or any Part of 


Ttaly. : 
— Gives Notice to the Vice- Roy of Naples of his Arrival, and 
receives from him rich Preſents. 2278, Sc. and Notes. 
| —— Sends a Letter to the Marquis de Led, to — him of his 
Errand, but receives a cool Anſwer. 281 
— Secks the an; Fleet, and finds them drawn into a Line of 
Battle. 282 
Attacks, takes or deſtroys moſt of them. 284 Ce. 


—— After the Battle was over, ſends a Compliment of Excuſe to the 
Marquis de Lede, giving him to underſtand, that the Spaniards 
were the Aggreſſors, and that this Action ought not to be looked 


upon as a Rupture. 2090, Sec, 
— The Marquis's Anſwer. 
—— ALiſtof the Britif Fleet in chat Action. 284, Sc, 
—— A Liſt of the Spaniþ Fleet Rs 
—— Sends his Son with the News to the King. 293 
—— The King's Letter to him, writ with his own | Hand. ib. Notes. 
— The — 5 * to him. ? | 294 
C. 


IMMO CK, Rear-Admiral, an Jriſb Gentleman, in the Service 
of the King of Spain, propoſes to the Spaniards a Method to 
prevent the Engliſb hurting them, which is uot followed. 292, &c. 
| Canada, a full 5 of the Expedition thereof. 124, &c. 
Carteret, Lord, negotiates, and brings to Concluſion, a Treat A p 

Peace between Denmark and Sweden. 

—— Goes to Copenhagen, and preſents it to his Daniſs Majctt? 
who in Return preſents him with a Sword from his own Side, richly 
| ſet with Diamonds, of the Value of five thouſand Pounds. ib. 

Catalans, Complaint againſt the Exgliſes, what. 7 75 

| 1 88 8 Barles 


INDEX. 


Charts I. his Marder charged on the Scots. 5 
Chetwyn, William, Eſq; made one of the Lords Commiſſioners the 


Aamiraliy. 266 
Cbewalier de St. George ventures into Scotland, findrhis Affairs deſpe- 
rate, and narrowly eſcapes. 263 
Churchill, George, Eſq; Memoirs of him. 447, Sc. 
— His Bi 248 


— Enters early into the Sea Service, and procures ſoon the * 
mand of a Man of War. 


—— Commands a ſecond Rate at the Battle of La — ib. 
—— Soon after quits the Service. ib. 
—— The Reaſons why. ib. 


—— Enters again into the Service, and is * of the 


Blue. SS: 
— Alfter the Death of Prince Garge, wad a private Life. 249 
— Dies and is buried in Teſminſter- Abbey, ib. 
| —— Inſcription on his Monument. ib. & i 


Cilly, Marquis de, puſhed on by Colonel Stanhope (now Earl of — 


rington) advances as far as Port-Paſſage, where he finds fix Men of 


War juſt finiſhed, upon the Stocks, all which he burns, together 


with Timber, Maſts, and Naval Stores, to the Value of Half a 
Million Sterling, which proves a greater Loſs to the Spaniards, than 


that they had ſuſtained by our beating their Fleet. — 880 
Cockburn, James, Eſq; made one of the Lords Commiſſioners of the 


Coleby, Capt. Commander of x a Privateer Sloop of about 100 Men, 
meeting 14 Sail of Brigantines and Sloops under Convoy of a 
Guard Sloop, bravely fights the Guard Sloop, takes her, and fix of 
the Brigs. ks ER. 7 = 
Coney. Capt. William, with his Ship The Romney, is loſt on the 
Rocks called The ** and his Clerks, at Scilly, with Sir "OP 
Shovel. 


Czar of Muſcovy, has the chisf Command of the Baltick Fleet, fired 


cout againſt the Sawedes, given him. 3 
— Hoiſts his Imperial Flag, as Admiral, on board one of his fineſt : 
Ships, and is faluted by Sir Jobn Norris, the Daniſh, and the Dutch 


Fleet. 261 
— Having in View the Reduction of the Swedes to his own Terms, 


| is very early out at Sea with a large Fleet; ravages the Sewedi/ 


/ Coaſts, and commits unheard of Cruelties. 310 


on the Approach of Sir John Norris in thoſe Seas, the Gear 
doubts his Strength, retires with his Fleet, is  inclinable to, and at 


length ſigns a Peace. 311 


D. 


D AVENANT, Dr. lays before the Commiſſioners diſtin annual 
Accounts of the Importations and Exportations of all Commo- 


ditics 


Admiralty. | „ 


IND 


thereon. 283 
Dela val, Sir Ralph, Knt. Memoirs of him. 5 194 
— His Deſcent. ib. 
—— Comes early into the Navy under the ProteQion of the Duke 
of York. ib. 
—— Is made Captain of the Duke of York, a Third Rate Man of 
War. | ib. 
— Made Rear-Admiral of the Blue by King William, and 
 Knighted. =. 
—— Made Vice- Adaieal of the Red. 198 
— = Behaves well at the Battle of La Hogue. | 196 . 
—— Is laid ade. 200 
Lives afterwards privately in the Country till he dies, and is 
buried in Weftminſter- Abbey. | 201 
Denmark, his Royal Highneis George, Prince of, dies at Ken/ington of 
an Aſtma, and is buried in # eftminſer- . Abbey. DOE 4 
— His Character. 74 Notes, 


 Dilkes, (Rear-Admiral) advances into the Creek of Fort St. Lewis, 
and bombards the Town and Harbour of Tonlon, to give Time to 
the Duke of Savey's Army to decamp. 26 
| —— Sails with the Squadron appointed for the Mediterranean Service 
from Gibraltar, to eſcort a Convoy of Troops and Proviſions from 
Jtaly to Cataloxia. Being got ſome Leagues Weſtward of Barce- 
ona, is ſent for by his Catholic Majeſty, who propoſes to him the 
Reduction of the Iſland of Sardinia, and the Defence of the . | 
lonian Coaſts, but he waves complying therewith. 
Sails from Barcelona, meets s with hard Gules of Wind, and 4 
Squadron is ſeparated. = 
—— Arrives at Leghorn, but meets with fo terrible a Storm, that al- 
moſt every Ship in his Squadron ſuffers by it. Demands a Salute 
of ſeventeen Guns, is refuſed, and why. ib. 
—— The Diſpute being at length adjuſted, he is invi ited aſhore, and 
dies a few Days after of a F ever, — as moſt People N 


by an Italian Dinner. b. Se. 
s looked upon by the Seamen as a Martyr for the 8 of 
his Country. ib. & in Nate. 


Dodington, George, appointed one of the Commiſſioners for executing 
the Office of Lord High Admiral 94 
Deuffus, Lord, in The Advice, attacked by four French Privateers, de- 
fends his Ship bravely, nor gives her up till her whole Tackling is 
torn away, almoſt all his Men kill'd, and himſelf ſhot with five Balls 
into his Body. 111 
| Dankirk, the Article for its ; Demolition. 75. Ce. 
-—— Is delivered up, with all its Fortifications, to the Exgliſb. 153 
Daurſ':y, Lord in The St. George, ſaved by mere Accident from being 
lolt on the Rocks of Scilly, the lame Wave which beat out Ade 
miral 


INDEX. 

miral ShovePs Light, ſetting his Ship a-float, even after he had 
— 27 
 —— Is made Vice-Admiral of the Blue. 49 
—— With four Ships only falls in with Mr. de Gua?'s Squadron of 
eleven, bar by the Darkneſs of the Weather eſcapes them. 77 
—Convoys the Liſbon Fleet of Merchant · Men ſafe into the Sea, 
in his Return meets two French Men of War, takes one of them, 


and recovers an Engliſb Man of War they had — taken. 79 
—— Returns to Pont. 7 


—— Takes a larye French Ship worth 100, 00 J. 98 
— ls made Vice- Admiral. 


Duteb, Complaints againſt them from the Engliſh, for not RD 


their proper Quota of Ships or Money, and for other Cauſes. 


149, & Netes. 
— Their Anſwer. 151, Notes. 


—— By an unaccountable Turn, get into Poſſeſſion of the whole 


 Swediſþ Trade. 270 
— — Raiſe the Price of Sevedifo Iron, four Pounds a | Ton. ib. 


E. 


of Duty, aud moſt honourably acquitted. 73 


—_— its Government not ſate, whilſt Scotland + an inde- 


t Kingdom. 11 


—— In cloſe Confederacy with the Emperor and 8 undertakes 
to ſettle the Affairs of Europe, on a better F oundation than the 


Treaty of Utrecht left them. 271 
—— With this View, the Triple Alliance is concutes; on. 2 
—— The Quadruple Alliance next entered into, which by unforeſeen 


_ Accidents, proves the Cauſe of an unmediate War between Eng- 


land and Spain. 0 a8. 


Far of fifty five Ships bound for Portugal and the W ft Idler, 


ſail under 9 of three Men of War. 3 


35 
—— Fall in with the Dunkirk Squadron, commanded by Mr. 7 kia, 
with whom they engage, and two of the Fngliſb Men of War are 


taken, and carried with twenty-one of the Merchant Ships into 


Dunkirk, 35. Et. 


— — The Succeſs in this Engagement greatly magnified by the French, 


and M. Fourbin promoted by the French King to the Rank of 


Chef d Eſcadre, with the Title of Count. 36 


France projects an Invaſion on Scotland. = 16 


—— Makes an Attempt thereon in Favour of the Chevalier St, George, 
which proves abortive. 


WY --- 
French, a Favourite Project put in Fo! orce againſt them. 101 
——— Which miſcarries. 103 


Te ARDS, Capt. Richard, tried by a Court Martial for Neglect 


INDEX, 
Go and 
"Command e 2 makes nk Mega — 
- Iſland St. Jag | 446: 
——= Then proceds to Menerar, moot with feeble R 


—— Makes his public Entry. ib. 
e the Houſe of Commons, demanding a 
further Supply for the Year 1718. 272 
In coming from Helvoeſſſuys meets with a violent Sturm, 
* toſſed about for 36 Hours in the atmoſt Danger, a leagth lands 


at He. 320 
Makes a remarkable Speech. ib. 
—— — Sends a Meſſage to the Houſe to encreaſe the Member of 
Seamen, which occaſions warm Debates. 321 

— Dies in the City of Oſnaburgh 228 
— His Character. ib, 

| Gibraltar given up to Great- Brivain. _— 


 Godelphin, Earl of, remov'd from being Lord High Treaſuter. 110 
Goertz, Baron, arreſted 1 in Holland at the Requeſt of King Goorge I. 

26g 

Is releaſed from his Confinement. 268 


H. 


teer. 

Hancock, Captain Robert, Commander of The Eagle, a ſeventy Gin 

Ship, Part of Sir Cloudefley ShoweP's Fleet, narrowly eſcapes finking 
on the Rocks, called The Biſhop and his Clerks. 27 

Hanover Succeſſion, the ſettling of it recommended to the Parliament 

of Scotland, by the Parliament of Exgland. 9 Notes: 

| Hamway, Captain, i in The Phynonob, takes a French Man of War. 96 


4, 


ADDOCK, Captain, in The Ludlow Caftle, takes gs i 


a by the Lord High Admiral to ef. 
cort the Liſbon Trade, fails with a Squadron under his Comm ind. 
and the outward-bound Merchant-men. 


—— Diſcovers fix Sail of French Men of War, and gives BY... 


ib, 
—— Gives the Signal for the Liſbon Fleet to part, and continues the 
. Chaſe, finds it impoſſible to come up with them, and Night com- 
ng on, conſults with his Captains, the Reſult of which was to leave 
the Chaſe, and for fear of the Enemy paſling them in the 
Night, and falling on the Trade, to bear away, and keep Compa- 
ny with the Liſbon Fleet, till they were out of Danger. 34 
Ona Com . againſt Sir Thomas, for diſcontinuing the Chaſe, 
he is examined by a Court-Martial, who honourably acquit him. 76. 
Notwithſtanding which, twas laid before the Qneen, who 
approves his Conduct; *twas tranſmitted to the Admiralty, and 
there approv'd of; and Uaflly, a Motion made, when the Houſe of 
Commons fat, that Sir 7 hamas ſhould attend, and he is there honour- 
ably acquitted. 34. 35 Note 
Is complained of to the Committee of the Houle of Lords, by 
the Maſter of a Canary Ship, for refuſing to convoy him, and ; 4 
_ pears fully juſtified therein. FO 
Is appointed Rear-Admiral of the Blue 1 i sf 
——— Is ſent with a ſtrong Squadron to block up Dunkirk. i 
Hickes, Captain Jaſper, * the Deceaſe of Sir Thomas Dulles takes 
on him the Command of the Fleet; ſails from Leghorn to Genoa ; 
embarks the Troops at Yado, and eſcorts them ſafely to Spain. 2 


29 
Hull, Brigadier, appointed Governor and Commander in Chief of 


© Dunkirk. | 152 & ſeq. 
Hefter, Admiral, is ſent with a Squadron to the I, et-Indies ; anchors 
 _ at Porto-Bello. 326 


—— Becomes at firſt the Terror, but at length the Jeſt of the Spa- 
niardi takes a few Prizes; is obliged to return them; has his 
Ships eaten up by the Worms: breaks his Heart and dies. ib. 


1 
14 M AICA, a moſt violent Hurricane there, that aid almoſt in- 


credible Miſchief. - 147 
James II. a better Judge himſelf of the Intereſt of both Kiogdoms, 


than any Prince of his Line. 8 
Jexnin s, Sir John, made Vice- Admiral of the Red. 49 

5 s made Admiral. 94 

Goes to Barcelona. 11 

— Takes the King of Spain on Board, and with a - han Fleet, 

in ten Days carries him to Gezoa. 114 

—— Appointed one of the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of 

Lord High Admiral. 8 275 


vol. IV. Y —1. 


* 


IN DU EX) 
—— Is ſent with a Fleet of nine large Men of War to the Coaſt of 


Spain. 325 
—— Enters the Bay of Antonio, and excefively. alarms the Spen;- 
ards. 


—— Some Pieces of Cannon fired at his foremoſt Ships, which the 
Governor ſent immediately an Officer to excuſe, as being done 
without Orders, 
Fobnſon, Captain Nobert, in The Kent, takes a fine Ship bol dle 
French, called The Superbe. 
Juſtices, Lords, on the Death of Queen F iNued a Proclamation, 
declaring the Succeſſion of Ki e I. and him to 
be prockimed rough all Fan e Ki r N 28 
 —— - Send the Earl of Derſet to his Majeſty-to invite him over. ib. 


—— In their Names the Lord — arannegd of 
—— by a Speech. | ib. 


1. 
EAX E, Sir Jol, declared Admiral of the White, ot Ad- 
miral and Commander in Chief of her Majeſty's Fleet. 49 


ails to the Relief of the King of Spain, with a ſtrong Fleet. 54 
—— In his Way, picks up ſixty - nine Settees laden with Wheat, 
Barley and Oil, deſign'd for the Uſe of the Duke of Orleans's 


Army, and diſperſes three Men of War their Convoy. & 


Arrives at Barcelona, ond is complimented by the King of _ 
on his Succeſs. 


ails to Milan, and conducts the Queen of Spain from thence | 
to Barcelona of 
| —— Sails for the Iſland of Sardinia, bombards and takes i- 37 


—— Sails to Port-Mabone, to aſſt Lieutenant-General ane in 
the Siege thereof. 


— After aſliſting at a Council of War, fails for England. 15 
] appointed Rear-Admiral of Great Britain by the Queen, wath 
a remarkable Compliment. . 76 
— Appointed one of the Conkuiflicacrs for executing the Office of 
Lord High Admiral, 94 
Leſtoct, Capt. takes a Sed Privateer Dogger, and other _ 
267, Notes. 
- Lewis XIV. 3 Marſhal Catinat, whom he had baniſhed, to 75 
ſult him about the Siege of Toulon 
| . Commodore, keeps a good Look out for the ab 


| 118 
— Diſcovers them. 120 
— Chaſes them, and takes two. | ib. 


Lifton Fleet, conſiſting of 130 Merchant-men, convoyed by five Men 
of War, ſet ſail. 


30 
—— Are attacked by the Joint Fleet of Count Forbin, and M. de 
N Guat. | ib, 


— Make 


IN DEX. 
—— Make their Eſcape while the Men of War are engaged. 30 
—— The French Eleet take three of the five Men of War, blow up 


a 4th, and the gth gets ſafe into Kinſale Harbour. ib, 
M. 


Mx: BOROUGH, Duke of, adviſes hw; carrying on the War 
erc 


in Spain. 18 
. hants complain of the bad Effect the Prohibition of the Trade 

with Sweden produces, 270 
_—— Extremely uneaſy for want of Convoy ; they obſerve that ſo 
many Ships hed doe abes in their Voyage to Portugal, that it 
not only affected the Commerce, but the Reputation of this King- 
dom. and obliged the Portugueze to ſend their Orders for Corn, 


even againſt their Will, into Holland. | 38 
Meſſina, City of, taken by the Imperialiſts. 301 
Methuen, Mr. on Lord Town/end's Diſmiſſion lays down his mack. 

ments. | 266 
—— Appointed one of the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of 

Lord High Admiral. | 94 
Midſhipman, the moſt extraordinary Conduct of one. 35, Cc. 

Mitchell, Sir David, Memoirs of him. 6 
—— His Deſcent. ib. 
—— Ts put Apprentice to the Maſter of a Trading- Veſſel. ib. 
—— Serves out his Time, and is afterwards Mate of — Ships. 76. 


—— Is made a Captain. 252 

— Commands a Squadron that convoys King William to Holland; 
zs ſoon after — Rear - Admiral of the Blue; is made one of the 
- Grooms of the Bed-Chamber ; ; Rear- Admiral of the Red, and 


Knighted. ib. 
— Brings over, and carries wk the Czar Peter the Great, who 
offers him high Preferment to go with him. ib. 
I appointed Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod. #6. 
I appointed one of the Council to Prince George. 0 
—— Dies, and is buried at Hatfield. jo. ib. 


„ N. 


TAP LE8, the Views of, * Sir George Byng with a 
. fine Sword, ſet with Diamonds, and a rich Staff of Com- 
278 Notes 
— Sends a large Quantity of Chas: Sheep, Sugar, Wine, Brandy, 
Cc. on Board Sir Ge orge's Fleet. 279 Netes 
Navy, Royal, an Abſtract of it as it ſtood in Queen Aune's Reign. (257 
A ſhort State of the Commands thereof at the Acceſſion of King 
Secorge J. 7 258 
— A Liſt of 1 it as ſtood at the Acceſſion of King George II. 3328 
X 2 — Make 


IND EX. 


Aris, Sir Jobs; with fome BriciG, and one Dusch Aan of War, at 
the Siege of Toulon, forces the Enemy from their Works, and with 
600 Seamen iſcampers over them, and makes them quit their En- 
trenchments, thereby c to paſs a 


River thought inacceſſable. | -+p 4,4; 88 
Made Vice-Admiral of the White. y 
ls made Admiral. 

— With W o_e under his Command fail forthe late, 
 FANEar. 


97 
— Recalves Mew that the halien Gallies had aQtually taken on 
board 2000 Men, to make a Deſcent on the Iſland of Sardizia. | 
— directiy for that Place, picks up ſome Ships in his 
Way, underſtands by them that the Enemy had landed a Number of 
Nen and Officers; he lands ſome Officers, and returns on board 
again. 99 & ſeq. 
— Goes in queſt of the Duke of Turſit, who had the remaining 
Forces on board ; threatens the Republic of Genoa for permitting 
him Shelter i in their E and proceeds from thence to Bar- 
celona. + —DJ0 
—— Diſpatches an Expreſs to the Court of Steckbelm were reſolved 
to go on in their . our gs 


— "FEE a looſe Anfwer. by” 4 
—— Appointed Envoy Extraordinary, and Plenpotentiry 0 the 
Cxar of Muſcowy 208 
dent to the Baltlek with a ſtrong Squadron to proteſt the Swedes. 
319 

| —= Ge. a Peace fgned between them and the Czar, and returns 
home. | ___ q 


0 


\GLE, "IN deſtroys Roberts the famous Pirate. 313. &c. 
Orford, Earl of, appointed one of the Commiſſioners for execu- 
ting the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain. 258 
—— Ruſſel, Earl of, reſigns his Office of firſt Lord of the dureh 
1 
Ormond, Duke of, £000 J. Reward offered for taking him. 299 
Oxford, Earl of, his Reaſons for a Peace with France. ** 155 


* is 


Panama of Scotland allowed to paſs 8 an AQ to link de 
J Prerogative of the Crown; alſo an AR i impowering the Scotch 
to arm themſelves... Notes. 
Parliament of Great Britain meet, chaſe John Smith, py their 


© Speaker. 


—— Commons 


IND E X. 


=> Commons vote a Addreſs of Thanks 40 the Queen for he 
ib. 

— The Houſe of Lords appoint a Committee to examine into the 
o 

ed at Sea far want of proper Convoys. 

—y The Proceding there, and he Houk's Arlo her Ma 
—— Houſe of Commans follow their Example, and go into 2 Grand 

Committee on the Affairs of the Navy, and chuſe Sir Richard 


Onflow, Chairman. 456 


| —— Both Hoaſes addreſs the Queen to lay afide Capt. Kr. 48 


— Grant 103, 203 /. for the Relief of e e 
and St. Chriftopher's 
—— Both Houſes addreſs the Queen, that ſhe would. not 3 
ny Peace with the French King, unleſs he jy to un 
tze Fortifications and Harbour of Dunkirk. 
—— Pembroke, Thomas Earl of, appointed Lord High Admiral a 


Great Britain. „ 
—— Reſigns the Office, and has a Penfion of 3000 /. per Annum al- 
pe acknowledges Cher HT. King of Spin, 94 
4 acknowledges Charles III —_—  - 62 
: Pope Mabon beſieged and taken. 58 
Port- Royal taken from the French. : 5 107 & 1 
Prevader, his Emiſſaries very buſy in carrying on their Intrigues at 
ſeveral Foreign Courts. 314 


Pultency, Mr. on Lord Townſend's Diſcmiſſon lays down his — 


ments. 
Pur vis, Capt. takes a Prezeh Ship of 14 Guns and 60 Men, after lo- 
ſing his own Ship, and ſtanding the Fire of the Frenchmen on a ſmall 


Key or Iſland, where he and his Men were flung, after his own 


Ship had bulged. 72 
Pyrates infeſt the Seas in the Veſt Indies, &c. 0 
—— Rewards offered for taking them. 


—-— Reduced in the Bahama Iſlands by the prudent Conduct of Go- 
vernor Woods Rogers, | 95 — 2 


Q 


\UE EN of Portugal i is wake from Holland to  Poriſueurh by 
: Rear - Admiral Baker. Queen Arne ſends her Compliments, _ 


e Prince of Denmark does the ſame 4 
— — She goes on Board Sir George Byng, who conducts her ſafe to 


Lisbon, where ſhe is met by the King, who conducts her to the 
| Royal Chapel, where they receive the Nuptial BenediQion 55 


INDEX, 


SY: 4 
* . 4 


X. 
OOKE, Sir George, Memoirs of him. | 
His Birth. bt 
—— Goes to Sea as a Reformade ; is oe made a Lieutenant, and 
quickly riſes to be a Captain. „ 
ent as Commodore to the Cc aſt of Heland. Iz. 
Is appointed Rear - Admiral ot tne Red. 1 


E ee 
e 

— Zurns thirteen Ships of the Enemy, at the But of Lo Fipur 

moſt ſurprizingly. W. & leq. 

— King William ſettles a Penſion of 1000 7: fer Aua on bim for 

that Couragious Act. 223 


e 
is prudent Conduct, lack faves his 8 ban. 
ken, or deſtroyed by the French dy Gre ip 6 225 & fed. 
— Forms a Project of burning the whole French Het. 127 
— detects a Fleet of Swedifþ Merchant-men, in Contraband Frade, 
and makes Prize of 'em. | 228 
I ſent to ſuccour Charles XII. King of Sweden. „ 


— — Afiſts in deſtroying the French Fleet, and ſeizing the der nc 
with immenſe Wealth, at Vigo. | 
| —— — Ts returned Thanks by the Houfe of Commons in « Speech, 


made to him by the Speaker. 1 
— His Anſwer. ER . 
n examined by the Houſe of Lords relating to the Cadiz Expe- 
dition. 235 | 
——— Ts juſtified in his Conduct. | 
Attacks and takes Gibraltar. : 2 38 


— Gains a great Victory over the French Fleet off Malaga. 240 
—— On his Return Home, 0 to quit his Command, and 


retires to his Country Seat. 8 5 244 
— His Character. 
—— A remarkable honeſt Paragra b i in his Will. 15. 

— — Dies of the Gout. F ds 
—— His Monument erected in the Cathedral Church of ene 
6 
| Ruffia Fleet, being numerous and richly laden, the Governor, and 
principal Merchants apply to the Admiralty for Convoy. 37 


— Are granted one fourth, and two fifth Rates, with which yy 
are diſſatisfied. "Shy, 
—— To make them eaſy, Sir William Whetfone, convoys chem be: 
| yond the Iſlands of Shetland, and leaves them. 
— Fifteen Sail of em are taken by Count Ford, which: he — 
unload then burns. ib. & ſeq. 
— The reſt get into Arcbangel. 5 37 
as A 


Lands a hundred Cannon from the Fleet, for the Batteries, with 
2200 Rounds of Shot, and a conſiderable Number of Seamen, and 
| furniſhes many other Neceſſaries (which indeed the Camp much | 


INDEX. 
Rydael, Cap t. Walter iu the Falmouth. a 50 Gun 3 attack d by 


four French Men of War, behaves gallantly, and 
gh and ſaves the Ships he was conveying, 


80 
* 


QAL LE E-Rovers, or Pirates, do mach Milchief, but are fuppreſs'd. 


Sey, Duke of, after being 


. Jon, gives a noble Proof of his high Spirit and great Preſence of 
Mind. 


2 
—— Invyeſts and takes the important Fortreſs of Sura. E 


— Is obliged to part with the Iſland of Siciſ y, which is taken from 


him by the Ergli and French to give to the Emperor. 


271 
8axe-Gotha, Prince of, killed at the Siege of Toulon, 


2 
| Scotland, an entire, abſolute, and uniform Dominion over it, . 


ry to the Safety, Power, and Commerce of England. 10 


Ships, a Liſt of what Number were loſt by the Eng and French in 
Anne's War. 171 & ſeq: 


the Coaſt of Italy, and comes to an Anchor before Final, with a 


Fleet of 43 Men of War and 57 Tranſports, in order to aſſiſt 3 
Duke of Savoy in the Siege of Toulon. - 


— — Sails to Nice, where he entertains the Duke of Sevey, 3 
E gen, and moſt of the General Officers, on board, his own Ship : 


The Aſſociation. ib. & ſeq. 
— Promiſes to aſſiſt the Duke of Savey in his Retreat, and to ſu 


= 
ply him with a ſuffcient Number of Traniports to embark all his 
Troo 22 


| — fer thne; lands and aſſiſts at a Council of War. 24 


wanted) from the Ships. 


ib. 
— Embarks the fick and wounded, * off the Cannon, on the 


Duke of Sawoy's being repulſed z and accompanies the Army as far 
as the Yar. 


| —— Chagrined at the Miſcarriage of this Expedition, aſſigns 1 


Sail for the Mediterranean Service, under the Command of Sir 


Thomas Dilkes, and ſails with the reſt of the Fleet from Gibraltar to 


. Scilly ly, and running on the Rocks called, The Biſhop and bis Clerks ; 


his Ship ſtruck, and in two Minutes, was no more ſeen. a7 
[His Body taken up next Day, by ſome Country-Fellows, ſtrip- 
ped and buried in the Sand; but is dug up again by the Sailors, 
. Put on Board the Saliſbury ; brought to London, and buried in Ve- 
minſter- Abbey, and a magnificent Tomb erected to his Memory. 

me Memoirs of him. 201, &c. 
1 — His 


makes them ſheer 


264 
obliged to retire from the Siege of Ton- 


| eq 
Sbovel, Sir Cloudeſley, joins Sir George Byng near Alicant ; ſails for 


ib. & ſeg. 


4 * — - * men 
— . 8 1 bans + 
_— — yy 2 * — — : -_ , — 
_ _ * — — — * 
— — ** — Pn, 
T - * 2 — 2 as * 


ll. 


ID . 


— Birth and Parentage. 
Fut Apprentice to a Shoemaker. _ 
Leaves his Trade and goes to Sea 4 Cabbin-Boy to Sir cis f. 


= 


pher Mynns. . 
encouraged by Sir Jobs Narberengb, entruſts 
edge to the Dey of Trek. _ * 2 


3232 ˖;ꝰ A 
— He enters Tripoli, the Enem 
ls made anode ap Ty rhe nt pomp: 5 ih 


IC his Courage at Baztry- b 
— knighted by King William. _ 3 4. 


Ake c K r erm — and his Commiſſion given 
Is appointed — A Admiral — the Red. 5 = 
— at the Battle of — „ Ls 
_ — —Bombards Dunkirk. 207 
_ — —lIs chiefly inſtrumental in the Barcelona. 210 


— Is caſt away on the Roeks of 2. buried in Wefminſler-Ab- 
_ boy, ad a fine Monument erected 10 kis Memory by Queen Anne. 


217 & ſeg. 


— Character. 3 
South Sea Company eſtabliſhed, how and by whom. han Se. 
heir Privilege. = 
Spaniards Account of the Action in the Medierrauan © 286 
Spaniard land in Scotland, and are joined by 1560 Scots, but are de- 

-  feated at Glenſbill 299 

| Cpanifs Miniſter preſents a Memorial to King Gowye, complaining of 
te great Armament making in Time of Peace: 273 
—— His Majeſty's Anſwer. 8 


Court exceſſively provoked at the Loſs of their Ships in the Me- 
diterranean, and give Orders to Rear- Admiral Guevara, who en- 
ters the Port of Cadiz, and makes himſelf Maſter of all the Eng/iþ 
Ships that were there, and at the ſame Time all the Effects of the 
Eng liſb Merchants were ſeined at Malaga, and other Ports in Spain. 

295, Wc, 

— being block d up in the Male, a warm Diſpure te be- 
tween the Exglib, Imperial and Sardinian Admirals, whoſe Right 
they are, to determine which the Eagliſb Admiral infiits on their C 
ing deftroyed, which aecordingly they were, and thereby the Ruin 

of the Naval Power of Spain completed. bs Þ 

| Spain, War declared againſt, by King George I. :* 898 

' — — Accedes to the Quadruple Alliance; _ a Ceſſation of Arms "> 

gSGen ſoon follows. 

. 3 Earl of, ſends over from France an Account of the Debgns or | 


4 298 
* — Captain, Brocher to General . killed at the iege 
of Fwy Mahon. | 58 Notes. 


Stanbopr, 


„ © 
Sas beße, Mr. prevails on the King of Spain, to conclude ſecretly a 


Treaty of Commerce extremely favourable to Britain. 30 
What were to be the good Conſequences thereof ib. 
Erbe Perſon entruſted to carry this Treaty to London, embarks on 


Boafd a ſmall Veſſel, which is taken by a French Privateer, throws 
' his Mail over-board, the Freach Captain promiſing a great Reward 
for its Recovery, a Negro Slave dives « and brings it u 54 ri 
Carried to the French Court, who make a proper Uſe Zu- 
_ Stanhope, Earl of his Letter to Sir Byng 
| Sanyan, Abraham, 122 
Sunder land, Earl of, of Lond High Admin. e 6- 
moms avon. ears 11 

mo . I age, cho 
Supplies granted for the Year 171 for the , 

2 715 avy * 
— for the Year 1716, what. 
— — 1717. 
— — — - 1718. 


— Diſpates ah ham, EP Fe their Privateers ide 


many of our Ships, and „ Cargoes, on falſe Pre- 
tences, 259 


What theſe Pretences were. - 3 
— —Commerce with that Country forbidden 6 an AR of Parlia. 


ment. 265 
—— The King of, enters Noraway with an Army of 30,00 Men 296 ' 
And was killed by a Cannon Bullet. ib. 
Swedes take ſeveral Engli Ships. 259 
—— Withdraw their Fleet into one of their Ports, till they receive 

the King's Orders. . 
ar declared againſt them by Hanover. 262 
—— Their Miniſter ſeiz' d in London for being — in a Plot a- 

gainft the Government. „ 


— —Make great Alterations in their Government, aſſert their Crown 
do be elective, and chuſe the Prince of Heſſe for their King. 308 


T. 


OLLET, Capt. with five Men of War, is engaged by the 
French with four Men of War, whom he obliges to ſheer off, 
but they take with them five ——— Men, which were under his 


voy. 
Ver. Iv. | Z Ton 78 


hon, 


„ IIR 
Taulan, a Defign form'd againſt it by the Duke of Savoy, firſt in Con- 
cert with the Earl of Peter 6, afterwards by his min at 
London, in Concert with the : of Marlborough, 4.146 0 
—— The Emperor at this Juncture, inſtead of furniſhing his proper 
Supplies, employs 12,000 of his Troops'in an Invaſion of the 
Kingdom of Nope, d the O ais nd he ofthe 5 


——The French in the atmoſt Confaſon at the March of the Duke of 
Saver, Tonlen not being in'a State of Defence. 23- 
—» A Liſt of the Freech Fleet then in the Pore. l. and Notes. 
"—_— Nobility and Gentry thereof coin their Plate, and pawn 


their Jewels, to pay the Workmen . 


24 
Ar Kette e Sally, Row che Med of Zooey.) 


and his People out of the Works, take Poſſeſſion thereof, and 


wound or deftroy above 800 Men. | ib. Oc. 
. * 1 25 
IM Reaſons gned fo raiſing iege. Note 
— The Conſequences of this Siege, notwichſtanding the Alias. 
proved to be happy, and why. 9 246 
: Crack, Sir Charles, appointed one the Commiſſioners for execut- 
ing the Office of Lord High Admiral. -| 3 -og@ 
Te. Lord, informed by Mr. Secretary Stanbepe, t that his Ma- 
had no further Octaſion for his vide. 8 266 
V. 
TR NON, Captain, i in The Junſp. takes a French Ship. 118 
o taken by Lord Cobham. : 304, Ec. 
| V rig taken by the French. | "113920838 


Underdown, Capt. receives Advice, that the French were e on 
the Fiſhery Northward; goes in queſt of them, and deſtroys their 
Fiſhing Neceſſaries at the Bay of Blanche, and other Places 3 takes 

and — ſeveral of their Ships, Boats, c. 24, &c. 

Union of the two Kingdoms, the Event from whence this , 


— — Account thereof. | " we. 
| —— Motives which induced the Queen' s Miniſters to puſh it it on. 9 

—— Advantages propoſed to each Nation therefrom. n 
Propoſed firſt in the Reign of King James I. ib. 
be Want of it apparent to the Eag / iß Miniſtry. 33 


Some Thoughts of it the Beginning of King William s Time. 8 
rea 


 =— Godalphin, Lord High Treaſurer, perceives the Expediency of 
24 and that without it, the Hanover Succeſſion could never 
e Place. 


9 
— Conjunction with Lord Somers, forms the Scheme aaa ib. 


— 


ww —- 


IN DUE X. 
———And takes the Advice of the Earl of Stair, nad cher great Mew 


thereon; / 10 
—— What were the Benefisarifng to, Zagland therefrom. — to | 
—— The Advantages propoſed. to U 2 - A 
— Who were the Oppoſers of i 

3 22 . 
—— Commiſſioners appointed and _ _ 
n 1250 by ue 70 
— th in cot a 
— The Oppoſers prevented making e . wn, by the 
Wiſdom of Sir Simon Harcourt. | | 
— The paſſing of it, a mortal Blow to the French. : 46 
Utrecht, the Treaty thereof, ſigned, when and where. '- "mos 
| —— What were the Advantages gained thereby. 157 
— Proves the ** 


9 555 
740 E R, commodore, arrives at Jamaica, and receives Intelli- 


gence that Ds Ca was failed for r the Hayangab, in order 
to convoy home the Galleons. 0 7 
i 


| —— Receives Advice that the Galleons were failed. # 

— —- Diſcovers them from his Top-maſt Head, and Chaſes them. = 

 —-— Comes up with, and attacks them. 

— Takes one of them, and orders Captain Bridges and Captain 
Windſor, to purſue the reſt. | 

—— Sets the Spaniſo — aſhore on che Iſland of Baru, — 
proceeds to Jamaica. 70 

—— Holds a Court-Martial for the Trial of the above Captains, for 
not doing their Duty, who are diſmiſſed from being any longer 
concerned in the Navy. 76. 


| —— Receives a Commiſſion appointing him Rear-Admiral of the 


Blue. 98 71, 72 
— Is made 3 Admiral af the Red. |  _ 
—— Gaes with a Fleet to the Balticl. 325 
—— ines with the King of Denmark. 5 

Returns Home. 6 2 
Wager, Sir Charles, ſent to 0 Sir James Wiſart i in the Mediter- 


ranean. 288 


5 
- Walpole, Robert, Eiq; appointed Secretary at War | in | the Room of 
Henry St. Fobn, Ela: 49, Votes 
Walpole, Mr. on Hl Townſena”s Diſmiſſion lays down his mploy- 
ments. 266 
IValtoz, Capt. his ſingular Letter to Admiral B 1 285 
Whitaker, Sir Edward, made Rear-Admiral of the Read. 49 
Left by Sir Fobn Leake ſole Commander of the Squadron in the 
Mediterranean, 60 


a A - Stomach. . ib, | 
Edward 2 Letter from the King of Spain of a very 
60 


: 1 Nature. ef? 9 38 a Pp 

— Takes 30 large Veſſcls laden with Corn in the Bay of Refer. 87 
—=— Is made Vice-Admiral of the White. 1 
Wild, Capt. Bares, tried a Court Martial for Negle& of Duty, 
it yu decker rr ae offering i Bop 


FVI S. 


